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Our Inspiration is from the Past, 
 Our Duty is in the Present, 
 Our Hope is in the Future. 
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From the President 

 

Compatriots, 

It seems like this past Saturday it was 

September, but here it is Wednesday, and it’s 

November 30.  Where did the time go!!  I 

just had forgot all about the monthly 

“Message” for the Newsletter.  I guess I 

could have said “My dog ate the paper” or 

“My little sister through the Message in the 

fireplace”.  But given that I have neither a 

dog or a little sister, I don’t think it would 

work.  Besides it’s all backed-up to the 

“cloud” anyway, so I guess I just need to 

buckle down a write the Message for 

December! 

 

This is the start of the Holiday season, where 

many of us will have several conflicting 

priorities.  It has already started with the 

Thanksgiving week and airport pickups of 

family and friends.  And let us not forget 

about “Black Friday” and all of that one 

time, “you just can’t pass-up buys” at Best 

Buy.  That is only compounded by that 

bloated feeling after each meal because we 

ate too much! 

 

My point here, and especially as the holiday 

season continues, there are still many of our 

compatriots that may not be so lucky as we 

are.  We should reach out to them and give 

them a helping hand up, or a kind word of 

encouragement, or just a hope you are 

feeling better; whichever is most 

appropriate.  I know they would do the same 

for any one of us, when needed! 

 

With that said, I am sad to report that we 

may have lost 26 of our Chapter 

Membership this current year.  Five (5) 

currently live outside the state of Florida, 

which leaves us with 21.  Of the remaining 

twenty-one (21), another five (5) have been 

Members of the Clearwater Chapter for the 

last ten (10) years or more.  Then you have 

another three (3) that have been Members of 

our Chapter for 5 – 9 years.  Then you have 

four (4) Members that have been Members 

of our Chapter for 2 - 4 years.  The 

remaining have been Members for only 1-2 

years.  In other words, almost 40% of our 

lost Members this year have been with our 

Chapter for 5 – 14 years.  I find this loss of 

Senior Members very concerning.  Are we 

doing something wrong or is there 

something we should be doing better? 

 

Please note that at the beginning of the 

earlier paragraph I said, “we may have lost”, 

there is still some time to get your “Dues” in 



to be counted in the Chapter’s 

Membership.  Dues “must” be received and 

reported to the State no later than December 

15, 2022, to be counted as part of this year’s 

Membership and without any loss of 

“Continued Service Years”.  If any have 

some special consideration that should be 

recognized for this year, please give either 

myself (727-515-7121) or Larry Patterson 

(904-962-2080) a call or an e-mail and we 

will do whatever can be done to 

accommodate your situation. 

Membership retention and growth must 

always be a priority for the Clearwater 

Chapter. 

 

I would also encourage Members, especially 

those who have not been to a Chapter 

meeting this year, to try and make our 

upcoming meeting on December 21, 

2022.  We will be installing our new Officers 

for the 2023 year, with Compatriot Pat 

Niemann NSSAR VP General, South 

Atlantic District presiding over the 

installation of New Officers.  

 

Yours in patriotism, 

 

Walter 

November’s Meeting 

 

The Clearwater Chapter of the Florida 

Society SAR held its regularly scheduled 

meeting on Wednesday, November 16, 2022, 

at the Dunedin Country Club, beginning at 

12:00 p.m., President Walter Arnold 

presided. There were forty-one members and 

guests in attendance. 

 

President Arnold called the meeting to order; 

the Invocation was given by Compatriot Jim 

Gibson; President Arnold led members in 

reciting the Pledge to the Flag of the United 

States of America; President Arnold led in 

reciting the Pledge to the Sons of the 

American Revolution; and then the members 

sang “God Bless America” with Pianist 

Marcy Moore playing. 

 

President Arnold listed the National 

Officers, State Officers, including Parks 

Honeywell, WC Vice President FLSSAR, 

and our officers and past presidents, 

members of the DAR and Ladies Auxiliary, 

and guests who were present. 

 

We recessed for lunch. 

 

After lunch President Arnold introduced Lt. 

Col. Rene Jewett (Ret.), saying that 

Compatriot Jewett is a member of the Miami 

Chapter NSSAR. He graduated from high 

school at the Marine Corps Air Station in 

Iwakuni, Japan, and he has a Bachelor of 

Science degree from Jackson State 

University and a Master of Business 

Administration from Florida International 

University. He is an operations management 

professional and is speaking to us today on 

Patriots of Color. Compatriot Jewett started 

by saying he met Walter at the FLSSAR 

BOM last May where he was asked if he 

could speak on Patriots of color. Though he 

was not an expert on this subject, he felt he 

could do some research on the subject. 

Subsequently at the NSSAR 
 



 
Rene Jewett 

 

 
Rene Jewett 
 

congress in Savannah, he met five other 

patriots of color and they determined that 

only one of them had an ancestor of African 

heritage.  Based on this small sample he 

came up with the hypothesis that there must 

be significant challenges to research the 

genealogy of non-white patriots.  

 

What is the definition of a person of color?  

Africans, Asians, and Native Americans. The 

census of 1790 had only three classifications, 

whites, free Africans, and Indigenous people. 

Note that African slaves were not counted as 

they were considered property. The NSSAR 

constitution states it is a nonprofit, 

nonpartisan organization dedicated to 

promoting patriotism that does not 

discriminate.  

 

So why are there not more patriots of color? 

Compatriot Jewett noted that the American 

Revolution was primarily a war between 

Europeans, British and Germans against 

Americans of European descent. There were 

very few Asians in the colonies and most 

had English names making it difficult to 

trace today. Even though many slaves fought 

in the war, (slave owners would in some 

instances have their slaves take their place), 

the records of these slave patriots were many 

times lost after the plantation shut down. 

Also, many counties did not accept records 

of people of color. In addition, more 

Indigenous people worked for Britain as they 

were seen as a less evil in that they were not 

pushing to expand westward as the colonists 

were.  In addition, the British, in particular 

Lord Dunmore the Governor in Virginia 

promised to free any slave who joined the 

British. Taken as a whole the difficulty in 



finding a Patriot of Color is an issue of 

record keeping, that the non-free Africans 

were not counted in census, that local county 

governments would not accept records from 

slaves or Native Americans, and that the 

Indians for the most part had only an oral 

history with nothing in writing. He also 

noted that he traced his lineage through his 

mother’s family line, who was white. He 

finished by saying that we need to continue 

to hold up the national charter that states 

regardless of race, religion, or ethnic 

background, anyone who can prove blood 

lineage descent from a patriot of the 

American Revolution is eligible for 

membership. 

 

President Arnold then asked Compatriot Rob 

Moore, Chairman of the Chapter Nominating 

Committee to come up and hold the election 

of officers for 2023. Rob described the 

procedures to conduct the election and then 

named the nominee for each office, asking 

three times for each if there were any 

nominations from the floor. There being no 

nominations from the floor a vote of 

acclimation was taken, and the following 

officers were elected for 2023- President, 

Walter Arnold, First Vice President, 

Timothy Shaner, Second Vice President, 

Harry Fuller, Sergeant at Arms, Russell 

Pebworth, Treasurer, Boyd Thomas 

Hancher, Secretary, Lawrence R. Patterson, 

Governor’s James R. Grayshaw and Robert 

A. Anderson. 

 
Rob Moore 

 

After the election, President Arnold asked 

Parks Honeywell to come up, and he 

presented Parks with a Liberty Medal 

certificate with 3 Oak Leaf Clusters and a 

Gold Liberty Medal and Gold Liberty Medal 

Certificate presented by NSSAR for his 

having brought in over three hundred 

members to NSSAR. 
 
 

 
President Walter Arnold and Parks Honeywell 



 

Rob Moore was asked to again come up as 

Chairman of the Veterans Committee, all 

veterans were asked to stand, he then said if 

any of them were not registered with 

NSSAR he asked if they would send him 

their DD214 or Discharge papers he would 

ask NSSAR to approve them for either the 

Military Service Medal or War Service 

Medal.  He then asked Bob Anderson and 

Terry Taylor to come up and he presented 

them with Military Service Certificates 

issued by NSSAR. 

 

 
Rob Moore, Robert Anderson, and Terry Taylor 
 

Compatriot Treasurer and Past President 

Anderson held the 50/50 drawing. The 

winner was Dan Griffith, who received 

$27.00, Freeman Stalions won the Wreath 

and Cole Kujumdziev won the Ladies 

Auxiliary wine. Also given away was a 

Dunedin Golf Club Fish Fry to Ronald 

Egger.  

 

President Arnold then said if there was no 

further business the meeting would be 

adjourned.  

 

Following the Benediction by Compatriot 

Jim Gibson, we recited the SAR Recessional 

led by President Arnold. The meeting was 

then adjourned. 

 
 

 
 

Secretary, 

Larry Patterson 
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How well do you know 

your fellow members? 

Who are they???? 

 

 
 

This young man grew up to be a respected 

member of the Florida Bar as well as a 

member of the Clearwater Chapter SAR. 

Clearly a smart dresser. Can you identify 

him? The answer appears at the end of the 

newsletter 

 

 

 

 
This young scout grew up to be a member of 

Clearwater Chapter SAR. Can you identify this 

young man?  Clearly, he seemed attracted to a 

uniform at an early age. The answer appears at 

the end of the newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 



Schedule of Meetings 

 

2022 Meeting Schedule  
Clearwater Chapter, SAR  
Board   Membership 
 
December 19 December 21 

 
Membership Luncheon Meetings at 
11:30 A.M. (meetings are on the third 
Wednesday of the month or as noted 
above),  

  

Board of Governors meetings at 10 a.m. 

  

 (Meetings are on the Monday before 

the regular meeting or as noted 

above) All BOG meetings will be held 

Countryside Library. 

 

Florida State SAR BOM 

meetings  

Spring 2023 - May 19-20, 

2023 
 
 

Links & Resources: 
 

Our Chapter website: 

http://clearwatersar.org/ 

Our Chapter Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/SARCl

earwater/ 

 

SAR National website : 

https://www.sar.org/ 

 

SAR Florida website: 

http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/

Tabs.asp 

 

 

Participants in 2021 Parade 

The SAR will again 

participate in the Belleair 

Christmas Parade on 

Sunday, December 4th. We 

will muster at 4 PM.  
 

-Plan to meet for parade 

staging at 3:30pm at the Public 

Works Complex located at 

1075 Ponce De Leon Blvd.  

http://clearwatersar.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.sar.org/
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp


 

-Parking is available at the Rec 

Center, the doctor's office 

across the street and at 

Biltmore Construction. 

 

-Parade starts promptly 

at 4:30pm.  

 

 

Wreaths Across America 

 

We will also participate in 

Wreaths Across America on 

December 17th at the Dunedin 

Cemetery. We will assemble at 

the East end (downhill) of 

Cemetery Road at 11:30 AM. 

Ceremonies start at noon. The 

wreaths will be placed after the 

ceremony. Depending on how 

many people show, will decide 

how many wreaths we each can 

lay at a veteran's grave. 

Dunedin has 300 veterans. Our 

Chapter and individual 

members have donated 14 

wreaths 

 

Walter Arnold  

1st Vice President 

 
 
Speaker Schedule: 
 
 

December will be the induction of New 

Officers 

 

 

Harry Fuller 

2nd Vice President and 
Historian/Publicist 

 



Treasurer 

Robert Anderson 

 
 

Veteran’s Recognition 

Chairman 

Rob Moore 
 

 

Parks Honeywell 

Genealogist/ Registrar

 
 

 
 

 

Books about the 

Revolution Highlighted 

in the Newsletter in 2022 

 
January 

1. Our Dear-Bought Liberty: Catholics 

and Religious Toleration in Early 

America by Michael D. Breidenbach 

2. The Brethren: A Story of Faith and 

Conspiracy in Revolutionary 

America by Brendan McConville 

3. The King’s Peace: Law and Order in 

the British Empire by Lisa Ford 

  

 



February 

4. Washington at the Plow: The 

Founding Farmer and the Question of 

Slavery by Bruce A. Ragsdale 

5. The Widow Washington by Martha 

Saxon 

6. Born Fighting by James Webb 

 

March 

7. The Howe Dynasty: The Untold Story 

of a Military Family and the Women 

Behind Britain's Wars for America by 

Julie Flavell 

8. Liberty is Sweet by Woody Holton 

 

April 

9. The Burning of His Majesty’s 

Schooner Gaspee by Steven Park 

10. George Washington, The Political 

Rise of America’s Founding Father by 

David O. Stewart 

 

May 

11. Feeding Washington’s Army by 

Ricardo A Herrera 

12. The Last King of America: The  

Misunderstood Reign of George III by  

Andrew Roberts  

13.  1764: The First Year of the American  

Revolution by Ken Shumate  
 

September 

14.  Fort Ticonderoga, The Last 

Campaigns by Mark Edward Lender 

15. Decision at Brandywine: The Battle on  

Birmingham Hill by Robert Dunkerly  
16. In the Founders Footsteps by Adam 

Van Doren 

 

 

October 

17. Rebels at Sea by Eric Jay Dolin 

18. Disaster on the Spanish Main by Craig 

S Chapman 

19. General Peter Muhlenberg by Michael 

Cecere 

20. Poor Richard’s Women by Nancy 

Rubin Stuart 

 

November 

21. The Revolutionary: Samuel Adams by 

Stacy Schiff 

22. Women Waging War edited by Holly 

A Mayer 

23. George Washington’s Hair by Keith 

Beutler  

 

December 

24. George Washington’s Revenge by 

Arthur Lefkowitz 

25. North of America by Jeffers Lennox 

26. The Contagion of Liberty by Andrew 

Wehrman 

27. Dark Voyage by Christian McBurney 

 

 

 

 

Movies about the 

Revolution Highlighted 

in the Newsletter in 2022 
 

February 

The Crossing 

Starring Jeff Daniels 

 

 



March 

1776 

 

 

April 

Drums Along the Mohawk 

Starring Henry Fonda, Claudette 

Colbert 

 

May 

The Scarlet Coat 

Starring Cornel Wilde - Michael 

Wilding -George Sanders -Anne 

Francis  -John McIntire 

 

September 

The Devil’s Disciple 

 

Starring Burt Lancaster, Kirk Douglas, 

and Sir Laurence Olivier 

 

October 

 

The Howards of Virginia 

Starring Cary Grant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Books About the 

American 

Revolution 
 

 

 
• Publisher  :  Stackpole Books (November 

15, 2022) 

• Hardcover  :  376 pages 

 

 

In late August 1776, a badly defeated 
Continental Army retreated from Long 
Island to Manhattan. By early November, 
George Washington’s inexperienced 



army withdrew further into New Jersey 
and, by the end of the year, into 
Pennsylvania. During this dark night of 
the American Revolution—“the times 
that try men’s souls”—Washington 
began developing the strategy that 
would win the war. In this illuminating 
account, Arthur Lefkowitz reveals how 
George Washington turned defeat into 
victory. 

During his retreat across New Jersey, 
Washington reconceived the war: keep 
the army mobile, target isolated 
detachments of the British Army, rely on 
surprise and deception, form partisan 
units, and avoid large-scale battles. This 
new strategy first bore fruit in the 
crossing of the Delaware on Christmas 
night 1776 and the attack on the British 
at Trenton and Princeton. From there, 
Washington took up winter quarters at 
Morristown, New Jersey, and moved into 
the mountains, an ideal position from 
which to check British movements 
toward Philadelphia or north up the 
Hudson. The British tried and failed 
several times to coax Washington into a 
decisive battle. Stymied, the British were 
forced to attack Philadelphia by sea, and 
they would not be able to seize 
Philadelphia in time to support the British 
invasion of upstate New York which 
ended in defeat at Saratoga. 

Lefkowitz relies on a lifetime of deep 
research on the Revolutionary War and 
close knowledge of New Jersey to tell 
this exciting, important story whose 

impact rippled throughout the rest of the 
war. 
 
Susan and I met Mr. Lefkowitz when he 
was promoting his book, The American 
Turtle Submarine, The Best Kept Secret 
of the American Revolution. That is 
another book I recommend, especially 
for young adult readers.  
 

   
• Publisher  :  Yale University Press (August 

30, 2022) 

• Hardcover  :  368 pages 

 

The story of the Thirteen Colonies’ 
struggle for independence from Britain is 



well known to every American 
schoolchild. But at the start of the 
Revolutionary War, there were more 
than thirteen British colonies in North 
America. Patriots were surrounded by 
Indigenous homelands and loyal 
provinces. Independence had its limits. 
  
Upper Canada, Lower Canada, New 
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, 
and especially the homelands that 
straddled colonial borders, were far less 
foreign to the men and women who 
established the United States than 
Canada is to those who live here now. 
These northern neighbors were far from 
inactive during the Revolution. The 
participation of the loyal British provinces 
and Indigenous nations that largely 
rejected the Revolution—as antagonists, 
opponents, or bystanders—shaped the 
progress of the conflict and influenced 
the American nation’s early 
development. 
  
In this book, historian Jeffers Lennox 
looks north, as so many Americans at 
that time did, and describes how 
Loyalists and Indigenous leaders 
frustrated Patriot ambitions, defended 
their territory, and acted as midwives to 
the birth of the United States while 
restricting and redirecting its continental 
aspirations. 

 
• Publisher  :  Johns Hopkins University 

Press; 1st edition (December 6, 2022) 

• Language  :  English 

• Hardcover  :  416 pages 

 

 

The Revolutionary War broke out during 
a smallpox epidemic, and in response, 
General George Washington ordered the 
inoculation of the Continental Army. But 
Washington did not have to convince 
fearful colonists to protect themselves 
against smallpox―they were the ones 
demanding it. In The Contagion of 
Liberty, Andrew M. Wehrman describes 
a revolution within a revolution, where 



the violent insistence for freedom from 
disease ultimately helped American 
colonists achieve independence from 
Great Britain. 

Inoculation, a shocking procedure 
introduced to America by an enslaved 
African, became the most sought-after 
medical procedure of the eighteenth 
century. The difficulty lay in providing it 
to all Americans and not just the 
fortunate few. Across the colonies, poor 
Americans rioted for equal access to 
medicine, while cities and towns shut 
down for quarantines. In Marblehead, 
Massachusetts, sailors burned down an 
expensive private hospital just weeks 
after the Boston Tea Party. 

This thought-provoking history offers a 
new dimension to our understanding of 
both the American Revolution and the 
origins of public health in the United 
States. The miraculous discovery of 
vaccination in the early 1800s posed 
new challenges that upended the 
revolutionaries' dream of disease 
eradication, and Wehrman reveals that 
the quintessentially American rejection 
of universal health care systems has 
deeper roots than previously known. 
During a time when some of the loudest 
voices in the United States are those 
clamoring against efforts to vaccinate, 
this richly documented book will appeal 
to anyone interested in the history of 
medicine and politics, or who has 
questioned government action (or lack 
thereof) during a pandemic. 
 

 

 
• Publisher  :  Westholme Publishing (July 5, 

2022 

• Hardcover  :  384 pages 

 

At the start of the American War of 
Independence, Great Britain dominated 
overseas commerce and was the 
leading slave-trading nation in the world. 
In 1776, American privateers—privately 
owned ships granted commissions by 
the Continental Congress to attack and 
disrupt enemy trade—began to prey on 
British merchantmen.  Some privateers 
captured British slave ships with African 
captives on board just before they 
arrived at their Caribbean Island 
destinations. 

 
            One privateer was given an 



extraordinary task: to sail across the 
Atlantic to attack British slave trading 
posts and ships on the coast of West 
Africa. Based on a little-known 
contemporary primary source, The 
Journal of the Good Ship Marlborough, 
the story of this remarkable voyage is 
told here for the first time and will have a 
major impact on our understanding of 
the Atlantic slave trade and the 
American Revolution. The voyage of 
the Marlborough was the brainchild of 
John Brown, a prominent Rhode Island 
merchant—and an investor in two slave 
trading voyages himself. The motivation 
was not altruistic. The officers and crew 
of the Marlborough wanted to advance 
the cause of independence from Britain 
through harming Britain’s economy, but 
they also desired to enrich themselves 
by selling the plunder they captured—
including enslaved Africans. 

 
            The work of the Marlborough and 
other American privateers was so 
disruptive that it led to an unintended 
consequence: virtually halting the British 
slave trade. British slave merchants, 
alarmed at losing money from their ships 
being captured, invested in many fewer 
slave voyages.  As a result, tens of 
thousands of Africans were not forced 
onto slave ships, transported to the New 
World, and consigned to a lifetime of 
slavery or an early death. 

 
            In Dark Voyage: An American 
Privateer’s War on Britain’s African 
Slave Trade, veteran researcher and 

writer Christian McBurney recreates the 
harrowing voyage of the Marlborough, 
while placing it in the context of Atlantic 
World slavery. In Africa, Marlborough’s 
officers come across an array of African 
and European slave traders willing to 
assist them in attacking the British. This 
book is also the first study to detail the 
many captures American privateers 
made of British slave ships during the 
Revolutionary War. 

 



 

   

                         BIRTHDAYS 
 
December   

John Garrity December 1 

James A. Gibson      December 4 

Michael D. Bizzell      December 7 

Greg Mandigo December 10 

John Haynes December 11 

Todd M. Black December 16 

   

Thomas Raup December 23 

David Nugent December 25 

John Osgood December 27 

Douglas Weatherby December 27 

Raymond Mandigo December 31 

Charles E. Brinnon December 31 

Raymond L. Mandigo                                  December 31 

   
   

   

   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 
 
    

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 



Our next meeting  
 

When: Wednesday, December 21, 2022   

Where: Dunedin Golf Club, 1050 Palm Blvd, Dunedin, FL 34698 

Time: 11:30 A.M. for in person dining only.  

Menu: Salad, Roast Beef, Potatoes, Vegetables, Peppermint stick ice cream with 

hot fudge; Accompaniments: Rolls and Butter/ Iced Tea/coffee- Regular and 

Decaf/ hot tea 

Note: If you have any dietary restrictions or questions be sure to mention them 

when you make your reservation 

 

Cost: $25.00  

Program- Induction of Officers by Pat Niemann, Vice President General, South 

Atlantic District  

 
For reservations contact Walter Arnold at 727-515-7121 or warnold.sar@gmail.com,  or 

Larry Patterson at 904-962-2080 or lpatterson.sar@gmail.com. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:warnold.sar@gmail.com
mailto:lpatterson.sar@gmail.com


Recessional   

  

Until we meet again, let us remember our 

obligations to our forefathers, who gave 

us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an 

independent Supreme Court, and a nation 

of free men.  
  
 

 
 
 
The Sons of the American Revolution is 
a historical, educational and patriotic 

non-profit, United States 501 (c) 3 
corporation that seeks to maintain and 
extend (1) the institution of American 
freedom, (2) an appreciation for true 
patriotism, (3) a respect for our national 

symbols, (4) the value of American 
citizenship, and (5) the unifying force of 
e pluribus unum that has created, from 
the people of many nations, one nation, 
and one people. We do this by 
perpetuating the stories of patriotism, 

courage, sacrifice, tragedy, and triumph 
of the men who  
achieved the independence of the 
American people in the belief that these 
stories are universal ones of man’s 

eternal struggle against tyranny, 
relevant to all time, and will inspire and 
strengthen each succeeding generation 
as it too is called upon to defend our 
freedom on the battlefield and in our 

public institutions.   
 
The smart young dresser is Carleton 
“Woody” Weidemeyer. 
 
The young scout is Robbie Robinson 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  
 

 
 


