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Our Inspiration is from the Past, 
 Our Duty is in the Present, 
 Our Hope is in the Future. 
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The Independence Hurricane hits 

the American Colonies 

On September 2, 1775, the 

Independence Hurricane hits the 

American colonies as the American 

Revolution is beginning. It would be 

the 8th deadliest Atlantic hurricane 

of all time and would portend victory 

in the battle against Great Britain to 

the patriots. After dumping rain for 

a week, the hurricane landed in 

North Carolina and continued up the 

coast through Virginia, Maryland 

and Pennsylvania. The storm was 

particularly devastating to the 

region's economy because it was 

harvest season. Many crops were still 

in the field and were completely 

destroyed. http://bit.ly/2kqmP4f 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the President 

 
 

I thought it appropriate, in my first letter as 

President of the Clearwater Chapter, to 

introduce myself with a little background on 

who I am. 

 

I first joined the Clearwater Chapter on 05 

June 2020, but my first Chapter meeting was 

not until September 2021, all because of 

COVID.  I joined SAR (Sons of the 

American Revolution) thinking I would just 

get my first Ancestor approved and that 

would be it.  But not so fast said COVID. 

COVID had taken a key Chapter Member 

and before I knew it, I was the new 2nd Vice 

President of the Clearwater Chapter, without 

a clue as to what this meant.  That year 

(2021) we gave out 13 Good Citizenship 

Medals to High School students.  Two High 

Schools did not have any award events, but 

https://revolutionar-war-and-beyond.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=81ae94de599ea5474ed82c72a&id=d10ba5d88e&e=ac24d7cbf3


the rest were either “Live” or “Virtual 

events. 

 

A command thread throughout my forty 

years in healthcare was planning for long 

term financial viability, self-funded 

programs, data modeling to identify trends 

and out-comes, transparency in reporting and 

a deep respect for the necessity of Ethics and 

Compliance.  All of this I bring to the 

Clearwater Chapter.   

 

Two priorities I could use your help with, 

and they are: 

 

1) Ensure the long-term financial 

viability of the Clearwater Chapter 

2) Increase Member growth through 

“Recruiting, Retention & 

Reinstatement” 

Looking for some volunteers to help the 

Chapter with these priorities, any takers? 

 

Do not forget about the Genealogy 

Committee and the Genealogy Training 

sponsored by National SAR on demand at 

www.SAR.org the week of October 10 and 

the State sponsored training that will be at 

the BOM (Board of Managers) on October 7 

at 10:00 AM in Orlando, Florida, details are 

on the Florida State SAR website 

www.FLSSAR.org. 

 

Lastly, I also want to “Welcome” all our 

New Members, hope you all will join us at 

our New Member Coffee in early November.  

We will introduce you to many of the details 

of the Clearwater Chapter, the Florida 

Society of the Sons of the American 

Revolution (BOM) & National SAR in 

Louisville, Committees you may want to 

join, Chapter governance, our Color Guard 

always needs new members, and so much 

more.  Thanks for joining our Chapter!!   

 

Yours in patriotism, 

 

Walter 

September’s Meeting 

The Clearwater Chapter of the Florida 

Society SAR held its regularly scheduled 

meeting on Wednesday, September, 2022, at 

the Dunedin Country Club, beginning at 

12:00 p.m., President Walter Arnold 

presided. There were 37 members and guests 

in attendance. 

 

President Arnold called the meeting to order; 

the Invocation was given by Chaplain 

George Youstra; 

 

 

http://www.flssar.org/


President Arnold led members in reciting the 

Pledge to the Flag of the United States of 

America; President Arnold led in reciting the 

Pledge to the Sons of the American 

Revolution; and then Compatriot Rob 

Moore, accompanied by Pianist Marcy 

Moore led the group in the singing of “God 

Bless America” 

 

President Arnold listed the National 

Officers, State Officers and our officers and 

past presidents, members of the DAR and 

Ladies Auxiliary, and guests who were 

present. 

 

We recessed for lunch. 

 

President Arnold asked our historian and 

public relations chairman, Harry Fuller, to 

come up, Harry then brought out two copies 

of the Clearwater Beacon newspaper and 

showed us articles he had gotten it to place 

in the newspaper regarding our 70-year 

anniversary and the city and proclamations 

or congratulation we received. 

 

After lunch President Arnold said he had 

talked to Dan Hooper and he sounded good, 

but he had recently was discharged from the 

hospital and could not attend any meetings at 

this time. 

 

President Arnold then introduced new dual 

member Alan Cheever and mentioned that 

we were looking at have a new member 

coffee prior to the November meeting. 

 

President Arnold then discussed a new 

Genealogy Committee being set up to help 

review applications for membership and 

supplemental applications, which will no 

longer be filed directly by a member to 

NSSAR.  He recognized that many may not 

be versed in genealogy and that NSSAR 

would be having an online program to teach 

about genealogy and that FLSSAR would be 

having a genealogy session at the October 

7th BOM in Orlando. 

 

President Arnold then requested that 

members consider volunteering to help with  

 

 
 

 

the 2023 National Convention being held in 

Orlando.  He asked if any members were 

going to BOM. Only dual members Robbie 

Robinson and Bob Yarnell indicated they 

may go to the BOM. 

 

President Arnold then asked Compatriot and 

Dual Member Rob Moore to come up  

and tell us about the SAR Education Center 



and Museum.  Rob then told us the museum 

will house galleries and exhibits that will 

highlight the ideals of our patriot ancestors 

and tell the story of the American Revolution 

on the world stage.  He showed us a 

presentation prepared by NSSAR that 

commenced from the Indian wars of the 

1760’s through the victory in 1781 with the 

Treaty of Paris.  In between the video and 

Col. Moore discussed the events that led up 

to the war including the various British Acts 

and taxes, the British Crown’s requirement 

that did not allow settlements west of the 

Appalachian Mountains, the Boston Tea 

Party, Bunker Hill, Valley Forge, France 

joining the war, the Southern Campaigns in 

later years, the fall of Richmond and 

Charleston and the conclusion of the major 

battles at Yorktown.  We were told of the 

interactive maps and cyphers that spies used, 

which will be available to visitors.  Since the 

sound of the video could not be heard well, 

he suggested if you wanted the full picture to 

go to NSSAR website and you could view it 

under the Foundation tab.  It was also noted 

that various videos would be available to 

chapters and schools to help tell the story of 

the American Revolution. 

 

 

 
 

Rob then spent time going over the weapons 

and accoutrements used during the American 

Revolution, including guns, axes, pikes, 

powder horns, swords, canteens, and other 

items.  He brought with him two rifles to 

give us an idea as to what they were like and 

a Sabre.  He noted that the museum was 

looking for donations of original 

revolutionary war artifacts and if you 

contributed your name would accompany the 

donation. 

 

At the end of his talk Col. Moore said he was 

chairman of the Chapter Veterans 

Committee and had noted that although 

approximately 70 members were shown as 

being eligible or having received War 

Service Medal or Military Service Medals 

only a few were registered as recipients of 

these medals with NSSAR.  That he wanted 

to correct this, in order to do so he need the 



DD214 or equivalent from the member.  He 

could then review and forward to NSSAR 

for review and approval of the medal.  He 

then asked Jim Grayshaw, Tom Hancher, 

and Walter Arnold to come forward and 

presented each with a Military Service 

Certificate and he presented Larry Patterson 

with a War Service Certificate. 

 

President Arnold then asked our six new 

members who were present to come forward: 

Stephen Carroll, George Delano, Chris 

Kavala, Kelly McLean, Tim Shaner and 

Terry Taylor. They were then inducted into 

the Chapter after which, as is custom, all 

members were invited up to congratulate 

them. 

 

 
 

President Arnold then recognized 

Compatriot Jim Grayshaw and Ladies 

Auxiliary Margaret Harris, who asked 

Dunedin Country Club General Manager, 

Chuck Croasmun, to come up and presented 

him with an antique, six-inch metal palm 

tree desk ornament.  Chuck then thanked the 

Chapter for condolence letters regarding his 

grandson who was killed in an accident and 

the other well wishes as well as contributions 

the family received. 

 

With Compatriot Treasurer and Past 

President Anderson, still out of town, Larry 

Patterson was left with the task of holding 

the 50/50 drawing. The winners were Tom 

Andrews who won $42.00, Marg Wetherbee 

won the Ladies Auxiliary basket, and new 

member Kelly McLean who won the 

Dunedin Country Club Fish Fry.  

 

President Arnold then said if there was no 

further business the meeting would be 

adjourned.  

 

Following the Benediction by Compatriot 

George Youstra, we recited the SAR 

Recessional led by President Arnold. The 

meeting was then adjourned. 

 
 

 
 

Secretary, 

Larry Patterson 



PHOTOGRAPHS 
FROM SEPTEMBER’S 
MEETING 

 
Jim and Lillian Koontz 

 
Bob Yarnell 

 

  

Sharla and Terry Taylor  

  

Robbie Robertson 

 



 

Harry Fuller 

  

Russell Pebworth 

 

Eugene Girardi 

 

Paula and George (Terry) Delano  



 

Tom Andrews, Margaret and Lew Harris 

 

Jane and Helen, our servers. Margaret Harris gave 
Helen a jig saw puzzle. Helen is a big fan 

 

Tim Shaner 

 

David Nugent 



 

Kelly McLean 

 

Warren Abadie 

 

Stephen Carroll 

 

Alan Cheever 



 

Charles and Marjorie Weatherbee 

 

 

Jim and Susan Grayshaw 

 

Marcy and Rob Moore 

 

Cole Kujumdziev 



 

Woody Weidmeyer 

 

Don Leamy 

 

Chris Kavala 

 

Larry Patterson 

************************************************ 



New Members 
 
Kelly McLean 

 
I was born in Jacksonville Florida in 1958. 

My interest in the SAR is due to my aunt’ 

being a DAR and making sure I always 

had a sense of where I came from. I have 

three sons, Drew, Sean, a US airman and 

Bryce, a US marine. I have been married 

to Christine for 39 years and we reside in 

Trinity, Florida. I have worked in the 

automotive aftermarket and the electric 

power industries. I retired from Duke 

Energy after 25 years’ service in 2019. I 

currently work for WESCO Distribution 

as a dedicated rep to Duke Energy. I plan 

on retiring next May when I turn 65. In 

my spare time I like to travel with my 

family. We have been to Hawaii, Alaska, 

all over the continental US, Peru and most 

recently we made a trip to Scotland, my 

third as I have a dear friend that lives 

there. In my spare time I like to golf and 

have taken up metal detecting and really 

enjoy the adventure of finding treasure 

and old relics. I love history and my 

country. I am looking forward to meeting 

my fellow SAR members and hearing all 

their stories and being involved in 

activities of the SAR. I would also like to 

give a special thanks to Parks Honeywell 

for all his hard work getting my family 

history together and making it possible 

for me to become a member of this group 

that I am so looking forward to being a 

member of. 

 

We welcome our new 
members 
 
The Proper Way to 
Wear the Rosette 
 
Bylaw No. 27. Insignia 

The insignia of the Society shall comprise 

(1) a cross surmounted by an eagle in 

gold, (2) a rosette. 

Section 1. The cross shall be gold in color, 

with four arms covered with white enamel 

and eight gold points, same size as a 

Chevalier’s Cross of the Legion of Honor of 

France, with a gold medallion in the center, 

bearing on the obverse a bust of Washington 

in profile, and on the reverse, the figure of a 

Minuteman, surrounded by a ribbon 

enameled in blue, with the motto, “Libertas 

et Patria,” on the obverse, and the legend, 

“Sons of the American Revolution,” on the 

reverse, both in letters of gold. The cross 



shall be surmounted by an eagle in gold, and 

the whole decoration suspended from a ring 

of gold by a ribbon of a blue or deep blue, 

flanked by buff and white stripes, and may 

be worn by any member of the Society on 

ceremonial occasions only, and shall be 

carried on the left breast or at the collar by 

active or Past General Officers of the 

National Society and present or Past 

National Trustees (the President General 

shall wear the distinctive badge of his office) 

or by the President, active or Past, of a State 

Society and by the President, active or past, 

of a local Chapter. 

The insignia of the National Officer, and of a 

State President, active or past, may be 

jeweled by - 39 - 

Effective: September 7, 2022 

the insertion of a diamond in the space 

between the talons of the eagle and the upper 

arm of the Chevalier’s Cross. 

The President General, during his term of 

office, and while acting in that capacity on 

official and ceremonial occasions, shall wear 

the distinctive badge of his office. It may be 

carried at the left breast or suspended from 

the neck ribbon. In formal dress he shall 

wear a sash of the Society colors, to the left 

hip. Former Presidents General, in formal 

dress, may wear a sash of the Society colors, 

three and one-half (31⁄2) inches in width, 

extending from the right shoulder to the left 

hip. Active and past Vice-Presidents 

General, the Secretary General, the Treasurer 

General, the Registrar General, Historian 

General, Chancellor General, Genealogist 

General, Chaplain General, Librarian 

General, and Surgeon General, in formal 

dress, may wear a sash of the Society colors, 

two and one-half (21⁄2) inches wide, 

extending from the right shoulder to the left 

hip. 

Section 2. The recognition emblem of the 

Society is a rosette, seven-sixteenths (7/16) 

inch in diameter, displaying the colors of the 

Society, blue, white, and buff. Every 

member of the Society is privileged to wear 

the rosette on all occasions when it would be 

in good form to do so. On a business suit, the 

emblem should be worn on the left lapel. In 

those areas of the world in which suit jackets 

are not required for normal business or 

Society meetings, the emblem may be worn 

on the left shirt pocket or the collar. The 

emblem should not be worn on formal 

clothing. 

Section 3. The badge of the Society may be 

purchased by any member in accordance 

with the following arrangement, to be signed 

by the purchasing member before delivery of 

the same: 

In purchasing the badge of the Society of the 

Sons of the American Revolution, I hereby 

agree that it will be worn or used in 

accordance with the regulations of the 

Society; that I will not pledge, part with or 

transfer the same except with the written 

authority of the Society. It is further agreed 

for myself, heirs, executors, administrators, 

and any and all persons asserting any claims 

through me, that upon demand of the Society 

and tender of the purchase price of said 

badge, or other regalia, the Society of the 

Sons of the American Revolution, shall be 

entitled to immediate possession thereof. 

 

********************** 



 

*********************************** 

Ladies Auxiliary 
CLEARWATER CHAPTER, 

FLORIDA STATE 

SOCIETY 

 
The Caladesi Chapter DAR met for 

Constitution Sunday on Sep 18 at the Church 

of the Good Shepherd, 639 Edgewater Dr., 

Dunedin. Members of Clearwater Chapter 

SAR also attended. After the service, all 

went to we to the Dunedin Golf Club for 

lunch.  

 

 
 

 
L to R starting back row Lew Harris, John Schaerffer, 

Jim Grayshaw, front row Bob Cundiff and Walter Arnold 

 

 

 
 



 
 

***************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schedule of Meetings 

 

2022 Meeting Schedule  
Clearwater Chapter, SAR  
Board   Membership 
 
October 17  October 19 
November 14 November 16 
December 19 December 21 
 
Membership Luncheon Meetings at 
11:30 A.M. (meetings are on the third 



Wednesday of the month or as noted 
above),  

  

Board of Governors meetings at 10 a.m. 

  

 (Meetings are on the Monday before 

the regular meeting or as noted 

above) All BOG meetings will be held 

via Zoom until further notice. 

 

Florida State SAR BOM 

meetings  

Fall 2022 - Oct 7-8, 2022 

Spring 2023 - May 19-20, 

2023 
 
 

Links & Resources: 
 

Our Chapter website: 

http://clearwatersar.org/ 

Our Chapter Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/SARCl

earwater/ 

 

SAR National website : 

https://www.sar.org/ 

 

SAR Florida website: 

http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/

Tabs.asp 

 

Walter Arnold  

1st Vice President 

 
 
Speaker Schedule: 
 
October is “Public Safety Awards” which 

will be given to two Florida State Troopers 

. 

November is our Annual Meeting plus we 

will be honoring our Veterans with a speaker 

from the Miami Chapter Lt Col Rene Jewett 

will talk to us about “Our Patriots of Color”. 

 

December will be the induction of New 

Officers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://clearwatersar.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.sar.org/
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp


Harry Fuller 

2nd Vice President and 
Historian/Publicist 

 
We made the front page in 

the Beacon celebrating our 

70th year as a Chapter 

 

 
 

See story after Birthdays 

 

 

Treasurer 

Robert Anderson 

 
 

 

Veteran’s Recognition 

Chairman 

Rob Moore 

 



Parks Honeywell 
Genealogist/ Registrar

 
 

 
 

The National Color Guard staff invited 

NSSAR Guardsmen to honor our 

Patriot Commander in Chief, General 

George Washington, by joining them at 

Mt Vernon for the annual George 

Washington Tomb Vigil on Saturday 

September 17th, 2022. 

 

Clearwater Chapter Past President Pat 

Niemann accepted the invitation and 

went to Mt Vernon for the vigil. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Past President Pat Niemann (on left)  
 



 
 

Color Guard members from the region were 

at the St Pete Airport last night to welcome 

home the Veterans from their “Honor Flight” 

to Washington DC. 
 

 
 

 
 

Movie about the 
Revolution 
 

 
 

The Howards of Virginia 
Directed by Frank Lloyd 

Screenplay by Sidney Buchman 

Based on The Tree of Liberty 
1939 novel 
by Elizabeth Page 

https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Frank_Lloyd
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Sidney_Buchman


Produced by Frank Lloyd 
Jack H. Skirball) 

Starring Cary Grant 
Martha Scott 
Cedric Hardwicke 

Cinematography Bert Glennon 

Edited by Paul Weatherwax 

Music by Richard Hageman 

Distributed by Columbia Pictures 

Release date • September 19, 1940 

Running time 122 minutes 
Country United States 

Language English 
 
 

Cast 
• Cary Grant as Matt Howard 
• Martha Scott as Jane Peyton 

Howard 
• Richard Carlson as Thomas 

Jefferson 
• Sir Cedric Hardwicke as 

Fleetwood Peyton 
• Alan Marshal as Roger Peyton 
• Phil Taylor as Peyton Howard at 

18 
• Rita Quigley as Mary Howard at 

age 17 
• Tom Drake (as Richard Alden) as 

James Howard at 16 
• Irving Bacon as Tom Norton 
• Libby Taylor as Dicey 
• Richard Gaines as Patrick Henry 
• Paul Kelly as Captain Jabez Allen 
• George Houston as George 

Washington 
• Elisabeth Risdon as Aunt Clarissa 

• Dickie Jones as Matt Howard at 
12 

• Buster Phelps as Thomas 
Jefferson at 11 

• Ralph Byrd as James Howard 
 

  

The Howards of Virginia is a 1940 
American drama war film directed 
by Frank Lloyd, released by Columbia 
Pictures, and based on the book The Tree 
of Liberty written by Elizabeth Page. The 
Howards of Virginia live through 
the American Revolutionary War, 
with Cary Grant starring as Matt 
Howard, Martha Scott starring as his wife 
Jane Peyton Howard, and Alan 
Marshal and Sir Cedric 
Hardwicke starring as Jane's brothers 
Roger and Fleetwood Peyton. Fleetwood 
Peyton is Jane's elder brother, the 
patriarch of his family, and a member of 
the Tidewater aristocracy. The film 
includes a look at the young Matt 
Howard, Thomas Jefferson, and Jane 
Peyton. 
 
Much of the film was shot at Colonial 
Williamsburg, much of which had only 
been recently restored or reconstructed 
at the time of the production. 
The Capitol, Raleigh Tavern, 
and Governor's Palace are prominently 
featured. 
 
In 1755, the father of 12-year-old Matt 
Howard (Dickie Jones) joins the Braddock 
Expedition against the French in the Ohio 
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Country after being promised 1,000 acres 
(400 ha) of land. Matt learns that his 
father died during the military expedition, 
and is consoled by his schoolmate and 
friend Thomas Jefferson (Buster Phelps). 
Matt (Cary Grant), now an adult and 
accomplished backwoodsman, sells the 
family farm in order to settle in Ohio. 
When saying farewell to Jefferson (played 
as an adult by Richard Carlson), Matt is 
tricked into meeting several members of 
high society, including the snobbish, 
wealthy royalist Fleetwood Peyton (Sir 
Cedric Hardwicke) and his beautiful 
sister, Jane (Martha Scott). The Peytons 
snub him when they discover he's a 
common farmer and not a landed 
gentlemen (as Jefferson had implied). 
Matt falls in love with Jane. Fleetwood, 
certain Jane will turn Matt down, permits 
Howard to propose to her in order to 
humiliate the farmer. Matt buys a 1,000-
acre (400 ha) farm in the Shenandoah 
Valley and erects a home there. When 
Matt returns, Jane (thrilled by Matt's 
republicanism and colonial spirit) shocks 
her family by accepting his proposal of 
marriage. Fleetwood repairs his 
relationship with Jane by giving her the 
diamond-encrusted Peyton family 
necklace. 
 
Matt and Jane take up residence at Matt's 
new farm. Jane is shocked at the crude 
manners of the settlers, but Matt's vision 
of the future overcomes her worries. Jane 
and Matt work together, and the 
Howard's Albemarle Plantation takes 

shape. Their first child, Peyton, is born 
with a clubfoot (like his namesake uncle). 
Matt is ashamed of Peyton's disability. 
Jane has a daughter, Mary, and a second 
son, James. Despite her frontier spirit, 
Jane remains something of a snob. 
Jefferson visits Albemarle and shows Matt 
how unhappy Jane is living on the 
frontier. In order to justify returning to 
Williamsburg for several months without 
sacrificing his pride, Matt agrees to run 
for the Virginia House of Burgesses in 
1765. He easily wins the election. Matt 
feuds with Fleetwood in the legislature, 
and is exposed to anti-British feeling and 
thought for the first time. 
Revolutionary fervor strikes the American 
colonies, and Matt spends more and more 
time away from Albemarle to join 
Jefferson in Williamsburg in resisting the 
British crown. Fearing Indian attack, Jane 
moves from Albemarle to Williamsburg to 
be near Matt. When Matt decides to go 
to Philadelphia to fight for independence, 
Jane demands that he stay in Virginia and 
confronts Matt regarding his rejection of 
Peyton. Matt leaves, causing a rupture in 
his marriage. Jane and her children move 
in with Fleetwood. The American 
Revolutionary War breaks out, and Matt 
becomes a captain in the Continental 
Army. Unable to pay his taxes with credit, 
Fleetwood is forced to sell much of his 
land. He turns to drink, and throws 
Peyton and James out of his house when 
they support their father and Jefferson. 
Peyton and James find their father near-
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starvation in winter camp, and join the 
army. 
 
Fleetwood embraces the royalist cause. 
His health declines, and he becomes 
mentally ill. Matt discovers that James' 
allegiance to the revolutionary cause is 
weak, and realizes how much he has 
neglected Peyton. James wins leave and 
goes home to Williamsburg. Peyton 
remains with his father and the army. 
While acting as a courier for the army, 
Peyton is wounded. Matt and the 
Continental Army march to Williamsburg 
in order to 
surround Cornwallis at Yorktown. Matt 
learns Peyton was taken to Fleetwood's 
home to recuperate. He rushes to his 
son's side, reunites with his family, and 
reconciles with Jane after confessing how 
he mistreated Peyton. 
 
This movie was not well received at the 
time, which hurt Grant’s feelings. He 
refused to make any further costumed 
movies after that, save one. Perhaps the 
reason the movie was not well received at 
the time was the fact that Grant did not 
portray his suave manner which had 
made him so popular in earlier movies. 

 
 

 

 

Books about the 

Revolution  

 

 
 

• Publisher  :  Liveright (May 31, 2022) 

• Hardcover  :  344 pages 

 

The heroic story of the founding of the U.S. 

Navy during the Revolution has been told 

many times, yet largely missing from 

maritime histories of America’s first war is 

the ragtag fleet of private vessels that truly 

revealed the new nation’s character―above 

all, its ambition and entrepreneurial ethos. 

In Rebels at Sea, best-selling historian Eric 

Jay Dolin corrects that significant omission, 

https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Charles_Cornwallis,_1st_Marquess_Cornwallis
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Siege_of_Yorktown


and contends that privateers, as they were 

called, were in fact critical to the American 

victory. Privateers were privately owned 

vessels, mostly refitted merchant ships, that 

were granted permission by the new 

government to seize British merchantmen 

and men of war. As Dolin stirringly 

demonstrates, at a time when the young 

Continental Navy numbered no more than 

about sixty vessels all told, privateers rushed 

to fill the gaps. Nearly 2,000 set sail over the 

course of the war, with tens of thousands of 

Americans serving on them and capturing 

some 1,800 British ships. Privateers came in 

all shapes and sizes, from twenty-five-foot-

long whaleboats to full-rigged ships more 

than 100 feet long. Bristling with cannons, 

swivel guns, muskets, and pikes, they 

tormented their foes on the broad Atlantic 

and in bays and harbors on both sides of the 

ocean. 

The men who owned the ships, as well as 

their captains and crew, would divide the 

profits of a successful cruise―and suffer all 

the more if their ship was captured or sunk, 

with privateersmen facing hellish conditions 

on British prison hulks, where they were 

treated not as enemy combatants but as 

pirates. Some Americans viewed them 

similarly, as cynical opportunists whose only 

aim was loot. Yet Dolin shows that 

privateersmen were as patriotic as their 

fellow Americans, and moreover that they 

greatly contributed to the war’s success: 

diverting critical British resources to 

protecting their shipping, playing a key role 

in bringing France into the war on the side of 

the United States, providing much-needed 

supplies at home, and bolstering the new 

nation’s confidence that it might actually 

defeat the most powerful military force in 

the world. 

Creating an entirely new pantheon of 

Revolutionary heroes, Dolin reclaims such 

forgotten privateersmen as Captain Jonathan 

Haraden and Offin Boardman, putting their 

exploits, and sacrifices, at the very center of 

the conflict. Abounding in tales of daring 

maneuvers and deadly encounters, Rebels at 

Sea presents this nation’s first war as we 

have rarely seen it before. 

105 black-and-white images throughout, 8-

page color insert 

 

************************************ 
 

 
• . Publisher  :  POTOMAC BOOKS 

(October 1, 2021) 



• Paperback  :  426 pages 

Disaster on the Spanish Main unveils and 

illuminates an overlooked yet remarkable 

episode of European and American military 

history and a land-sea venture to seize 

control of the Spanish West Indies that 

ended in ghastly failure. Thirty-four years 

before the Battles of Lexington and Concord, 

a significant force of American soldiers 

deployed overseas for the first time in 

history. Colonial volunteers, 4,000 strong, 

joined 9,000 British soldiers and 15,000 

British sailors in a bold amphibious 

campaign against the key port of Cartagena 

de Indias. From its first chapter, Disaster on 

the Spanish Main reveals a virtually 

unknown adventure, engrosses with the 

escalating conflict, and leaves the reader 

with an appreciation for the struggles and 

sacrifices of the 13,000 soldiers, sailors, and 

marines who died trying to conquer part of 

Spain’s New World empire. 

 

Disaster on the Spanish Main breaks new 

ground on the West Indies expedition in 

style, scope, and perspective and uncovers 

the largely untold American side of the 

story. 

 

****************************** 
 

 
  

 
 
 

• Publisher  :  Westholme Publishing; 1st 
edition (May 28, 2020) 

• Publication date  :  May 28, 2020 

 

Standing at the pulpit in his church in the 

Shenandoah Valley, the preacher borrowed 

from Ecclesiastes, declaring in a firm voice 

that “To everything there is a season”. He 

then announced, “that there is a time to fight, 

and that time had now come,” and abruptly 

removed his clerical robe to reveal his 

colonel’s uniform. There is little doubt that 

this clergyman-turned-soldier uttered words 

to this effect, but whether he threw off his 

robe to reveal a gleaming uniform may be 



embellishment. In General Peter 

Muhlenberg: A Virginia Officer of the 

Continental Line, historian Michael Cecere 

cuts away the romanticism surrounding this 

fascinating character to present him as a 

highly capable and dedicated officer who 

served for seven long years in America’s 

War for Independence; a man of faith who 

held the high ideals of that office in his 

conduct with fellow officers and regular 

soldiers alike. 

 

First appointed to lead the 8th Virginia 

Regiment of the Continental Army, 

Muhlenberg and his troops served under 

General Charles Lee in the defense of 

Charleston in 1776. Sent north and promoted 

to brigadier-general, Muhlenberg 

participated in the ensuing battles of 

Brandywine, Germantown, the winter at 

Valley Forge, and the major clash at 

Monmouth Courthouse. In 1780, he returned 

to Virginia and stood at the forefront of 

Virginia’s defense when the British invaded 

in 1781. At Yorktown, Muhlenberg 

commanded the continental light infantry 

troops that stormed Redoubt No. 10, sealing 

Cornwallis’s fate. Focusing on the military 

career of Muhlenberg, and relying on a 

judicious amount of primary source material, 

the author follows Muhlenberg and his 

troops as they battled some of the most 

storied adversaries of the war, including 

John Graves Simcoe’s Queen’s Rangers, 

Captain Johann Ewald’s German Jaegers, 

and Banastre Tarleton’s British Legion.  

 

            Admired by George Washington and 

his fellow officers and men, Muhlenberg was 

an American patriot who sacrificed much for 

his country’s cause, and truly “lived 

respected and died regretted by all good 

men.” 

 

 
• Publisher  :  Beacon Press (March 15, 

2022) 

• Hardcover  :  224 pages 

•  

Everyone knows Benjamin Franklin—the 

thrifty inventor-statesman of the 

Revolutionary era—but not about his love 

life. Poor Richard’s Women reveals the 

long-neglected voices of the women Ben 

loved and lost during his lifelong struggle 

between passion and prudence. The most 

prominent among them was Deborah Read 



Franklin, his common-law wife and partner 

for 44 years. Long dismissed by historians, 

she was an independent, politically savvy 

woman and devoted wife who raised their 

children, managed his finances, and fought 

off angry mobs at gunpoint while he traipsed 

about England. 

 

Weaving detailed historical research with 

emotional intensity and personal testimony, 

Nancy Rubin Stuart traces Deborah’s life 

and those of Ben’s other romantic 

attachments through their personal 

correspondence. We are introduced to 

Margaret Stevenson, the widowed landlady 

who managed Ben’s life in London; 

Catherine Ray, the 23-year-old New 

Englander with whom he traveled overnight 

and later exchanged passionate letters; 

Madame Brillon, the beautiful French 

musician who flirted shamelessly with him, 

and the witty Madame Helvetius, who 

befriended the philosophes of pre-

Revolutionary France and brought Ben to his 

knees. 

 

What emerges from Stuart’s pen is a colorful 

and poignant portrait of women in the age of 

revolution. Set two centuries before the rise 

of feminism, Poor Richard’s Women depicts 

the feisty, often-forgotten women dear to 

Ben’s heart who, despite obstacles, achieved 

an independence rarely enjoyed by their 

peers in that era. 



 

   

                         BIRTHDAYS 
   

   

October   

Darrell Fisher             October 1 

Robert Grover             October 5 

Barry L. Freeman             October 5 

James Lewis             October 7 

Tyler M. Gunnells               October 14 

Edward Smillie October 14 

William Bosbyshell October 15 

Robin J. Smillie October 18 

Parks Honeywell October 27 

Patrick J. Niemann October 28 

Lewis Harris October 31 

Charles Wetherbee October 31 
 

  

   
   
   
   
   
   

 
 
    

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 



  

We made the front page of the Beacon 

celebrating our 70th year as a Chapter 
 

 

  

  
  

 
  

 

  



 
 



Our next meeting  
 

When: Wednesday, October 21, 2022   

Where: Dunedin Golf Club, 1050 Palm Blvd, Dunedin, FL 34698 

Time: 11:30 A.M. for in person dining only.  

Menu: Salad, Roast Pork Loin, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans with 

Almonds, Apple Pie; Accompaniments: Rolls and Butter/ Iced Tea/coffee- 

Regular and Decaf/ hot tea 

Note: If you have any dietary restrictions or questions be sure to mention 

them when you make your reservation 

 

Cost: $25.00  

 

Program- Public Service Awards  

  

 

For reservations contact  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Recessional   

  

Until we meet again, let us remember our 

obligations to our forefathers, who gave 

us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an 

independent Supreme Court, and a nation 

of free men.  
  
 

 
 
 
The Sons of the American Revolution is 
a historical, educational and patriotic 

non-profit, United States 501 (c) 3 
corporation that seeks to maintain and 
extend (1) the institution of American 
freedom, (2) an appreciation for true 
patriotism, (3) a respect for our national 

symbols, (4) the value of American 
citizenship, and (5) the unifying force of 
e pluribus unum that has created, from 
the people of many nations, one nation, 
and one people. We do this by 
perpetuating the stories of patriotism, 

courage, sacrifice, tragedy, and triumph 
of the men who  
achieved the independence of the 
American people in the belief that these 
stories are universal ones of man’s 

eternal struggle against tyranny, 
relevant to all time, and will inspire and 
strengthen each succeeding generation 
as it too is called upon to defend our 
freedom on the battlefield and in our 

public institutions.   
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  
 

 
 


