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From the President 

 

Compatriots, 

Thanks to everyone who attended our April It 

was a great event and very well attended as 

we celebrated our very first “Education 

Month.” Thanks to First Vice President 

Walter Arnold for talking the helm during my 

illness. The hectic Lenten work schedule 

finally caught up with me and I am just now 

starting to feel like a human. Thank you to 

everyone who reached out, I appreciate the 

cards and texts and I am back ready to go! As 

usual gratitude goes to Bob Anderson for 

doing a fine job manning the quarterdeck! 

Special thanks to Pat Niemann, Rob Moore, 

Cary Martin and all the helpers on the Awards 

Committee who have been quite diligent in 

soliciting JROTC award winners or 

presenting them. Thank you, Parks for 

covering for me when I was ill. Larry 

Patterson has done a FABULOUS job 

assisting 2nd VP Fuller in collecting, 

coordinating, and preparing the high school 

awards. 

As I mentioned last month, we need your help 

in planning for the future: To plan 

appropriately for catering, we need every 

party to let our Calling Committee know of 

their attendance plans. Please reserve your 

spot at the meeting. If you are going to be 

arriving late, we need to know that as well. 

And of course, any special dietary requests. 

Thanks to Walter for lining up some new 

calling committee members, it will be a big 

help going forward.  

As was mentioned previously, May will be 

our anniversary luncheon; we will be 

receiving awards from various civic 

organizations. And some seasoned veterans 

will be sharing their rich history with the 

renowned Clearwater Chapter! You will not 

want to miss it. This will be our last luncheon 

for the Summer and we hope you get a chance 

to rest and recharge before we hit it again in 

September.  

We are still in need some help in our key 

areas. ---can you please volunteer an hour a 

week of your time? “Opportunities” available 

are calling committee, awards committee, a 

quartermaster, a welcome committee, and 

several other exciting areas. Every 

contribution will help us grow this chapter. If 

you are interested let me know!  

In closing I invite you to contact me via the 

usual methods/email/telephone/USPS etc. 

with any suggestions/comments/ideas you 

may have. I am always available to you if 

you need me. For those members who have 



not been to a meeting in a while, please 

come see us! 

 

All the best to you for a great month. Happy 

Mother’s Day and God Bless America! 

 

 

Yours in Patriotism 

 

Mac 

April’s Meeting 

The Clearwater Chapter of the Florida 

Society SAR held its regularly scheduled 

meeting on Wednesday, April 20, 2022, at 

the Dunedin Country Club, beginning at 

12:00 p.m., First Vice President Walter 

Arnold presided due to illness of President 

MacFarland. There were 39 members and 

guests in attendance. 

 

Vice President Arnold called the meeting to 

order; the Invocation was given by Chaplain 

George Youstra; Vice President Arnold led 

members in reciting the Pledge to the Flag of 

the United States of America; Vice President 

Arnold led in reciting the Pledge to the Sons 

of the American Revolution; and then 

Compatriot Bob Cundiff led the group in the 

singing of “God Bless America”. 

 

Vice President Arnold listed the National 

Officers, State Officers and our officers and 

past presidents, members of the DAR and 

Ladies Auxiliary, and guests who were 

present. 

 

Vice President Arnold then made an 

announcement regarding the Memorial Day. 

May 29, Flag Planting Ceremony at Bay 

Pines Cemetery, requesting members to 

consider participating and if they do to wear 

their revolutionary uniform.  

 

We recessed for lunch. 

 

After lunch Vice President Arnold asked Dr. 

Teresa Bergstrom to come up to introduce 

the 8th grade girls who were presenting the 

program,  

 
 

 
Dr. Bergstrom 

 

Dr. Bergstrom introduced Smithi Saran, 

Srinthi Saran, Alana Samon and Sereh 

Kuruvilla who are her students who entered 

the National Competition held annually this 

year’s theme being debate and diplomacy. 

Dr. Bergstrom said they won the local 

competition which some Clearwater Chapter 

members SAR participated as judges, that 

they were next going to Tallahassee for the 

State judging, and if they win there to 

Washington D.C.    



 

Each of the girls explained one part of the 

web site that they prepared on the Louisiana 

Purchase, “The Deal or No Deal? The 

Debate and Diplomacy of the 1803 

Louisiana Purchase” (You can view the 

entire student presentation on the website: 

site.nhd.org/59957030).   
 

 
 

The presentation was broken down in several 

areas, historical context, sequence of events, 

outcome, historical impact, historical 

significance and conclusion. It was an 

interesting and well put together 

presentation.  

 

For anyone interested in early history of the 

United States it will be worth your time to go 

to the website and review the entire 

presentation. 

 

 
 

 
After the presentation Vice President Arnold 

gave a Certificate of Appreciation and 

$50.00 check to each student and a 

Certificate of Appreciation and $100.00 

check to Dr. Bergstrom. 

 



Vice President Arnold then asked Bob 

Cundiff to introduce Stephanie Meyer an 

American history teacher at Keswick 

Christian and Adjunct Professor at 

Hillsborough Community College the local 

winner of the Dr. Tom and Betty Lawrence 

American History Teacher Award – Middle 

School Division. Bob presented Stephanie 

Meyer with a Certificate of Appreciation and 

a check for $200.00.  Stephanie read to us 

two excerpts from her 1,000-word essay. 

 

 
Stephanie Meyer and Bob Cundiff 

 

Vice President Arnold then asked Harry 

Fuller to come up, Harry introduces 

Stephanie Duarte, the winner of the St. 

Petersburg College Foundation SAR 

Scholarship which was previously given to 

her.   Harry presented her with a Certificate 

of Appreciation. It was noted that Erin 

McKenney the Associate Director of 

Development of the St. Petersburg College 

Foundation was unable to attend due to 

illness. 

 

 
Stephanie Duarte and Harry Fuller 

 

Compatriot Treasurer and Past President 

Anderson was then asked to hold the 50/50 

drawing. The winners were Dan Griffith who 

won $31.00, Jim Grayshaw who won the 

Ladies Auxiliary basket and Marcy Moore 

who won the Dunedin Country Club Fish 

Fry.  

 

Vice President Arnold then said if there was 

no further business the meeting would be 

adjourned.  

 

Following the Benediction by Compatriot 

George Youstra, we recited the SAR 

Recessional led by Vice President Arnold. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Submitted by Larry Patterson, Secretary  
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*********************** 

Passing of a Member 

 
Vernon D. Freeman, 93 passed away March 29, 
2022. 

Vernon was born in Cambridge Ohio December 
21, 1928 and was the son of the late Lillie Mae 
Atchison and Truman Freeman. He graduated 
from Cambridge High School in 1947, and served 
in the US Navy, where he was assigned to 
Jacksonville Naval Air Base Hospital in Florida. 
On June 12, 1949 Vernon married Dorothy 
Williams, and they shared 70 years of marriage. 
Vernon joined the Plumbers & Pipefitters Union 
Local #189 in 1952, and worked on many 
construction jobs in central Ohio. 

 
Vernon enjoyed belonging to the Masonic 
Fraternity, where he became a member of 
Neoacacia Lodge #595 in 1958 and served as 
Worshipful Master in 1969, and transferred to 
Hiram Lodge #18. He was a member of York 
Chapter RAM and High priest in 1981, served as 
the District Deputy Grand High Priest 1983-1988 
and received the Distinguished Service award in 
1978. He was a member of York Council and 
served as the Illustrious Master in 1978. He 
belonged to Columbus Commandry and later 
transferred to St Lukes #34 where he served as 
Commander in 1983, and received the KYCH in 
1983. He was a member of the Aladdin Shrine in 
Columbus, a member of the Scottish Rite, a 
member of Corinthian Chapter #393 OES, 
serving as the Worthy Patron, and then 
transferred to Worthington Chapter. He was a 
member of High 12, Palm Harbor Chapter and 
served as the Sergeant of Arms. 

 
Vernon was a member of the Clearwater Sons of 
the American Revolution and member of Heritage 
United Methodist Church in Florida. Vernon and 
Dorothy retired to Florida in 1997 and enjoyed 
collecting seashells and walking on the beach 
together. 

Vernon is preceded in death by his wife, Dorothy; 
brother, Richard; sister, Evelyn Johnson; sister, 
Thelma Hawkins and his parents. 
He is survived by his children, David (Linda) 
Freeman, Deborah (James)Balding and Diane 
(William) Rinehart and his grandchildren, 



Christina Balding of Lexington Ky, Patrick Balding 
of Athens Ohio, Cara Loughley of Pickerington 
Ohio. He is also survived by his sister, Charlene 
Arthur of Mansfield Ohio, and several nieces and 
nephews. 

A memorial gathering will be held FRIDAY, April 
8, 2022 at the Pfeifer Funeral Home, 
Reynoldsburg Ohio from 11 AM until 12:30PM. A 
Masonic Service and the Memorial Service will 
follow. 

A Reception will follow the service at the 
Reynoldsburg Masonic Temple, 7350 Broadwyn 
Dr., Reynoldsburg Ohio. In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to the Knights Templar 
Eye Foundation, PO Box 271118, Flower Mound 
TX 75027-1118 or to the Shriners Children's Ohio 
Hospital, Attn: Development Office, One 
Children's Plaza 2 West, Dayton Oh 45404. 
Online condolences may be made at 

www.pfeiferfuneral.com. 

 

*********************************** 

Ladies Auxiliary 
CLEARWATER CHAPTER, 

FLORIDA STATE 

SOCIETY 
 

Donating Historical records to the State 

Achieves of Florida. 

 

Of the 50,000 cubic feet of records in the State 

Archives, a significant portion have been 

donated over the years by private citizens, 

organizations, businesses and families. 

Donating historical records to the State 

Archives helps ensure their long-term 

preservation and makes them available to 

historians, teachers, students and the general 

public for research and enjoyment. 

 

Contact the archives@dos.myflorida.com or 

call 850-245-6719 if you wish to learn more 

about making a donation, receive a Florida 

Memory quarterly newsletter by email, or 

receive a 2023 Florida Memory calendar. 

They would love to hear from you if you have 

a collection of materials relating to the history 

and culture of Florida. 

 

Florida Memory is a digital outreach program 

providing free online access to select archival 

resources from collections housed at the State 

Library and Archives of Florida. The program 

works with teachers, students, genealogists, 

historians and organizations across the state to 

promote the study and enjoyment of Florida’s 

rich history and culture. 

 

 

***************************** 

Schedule of Meetings 

 

2022 Meeting Schedule  
Clearwater Chapter, SAR  
Board   Membership 

May 16  May 18 
September 19 September 21 
October 17  October 19 
November 14 November 16 
December 19 December 21 
Membership Luncheon Meetings at 
11:30 A.M. (meetings are on the third 
Wednesday of the month or as noted 
above),  

  

Board of Governors meetings at 10 a.m. 

  

mailto:archives@dos.myflorida.com


 (Meetings are on the Monday before 

the regular meeting or as noted 

above) All BOG meetings will be held 

via Zoom until further notice. 

Links & Resources: 
 

Our Chapter website: 

http://clearwatersar.org/ 

Our Chapter Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/SARCl

earwater/ 

 

SAR National website : 

https://www.sar.org/ 

SAR Florida website: 

http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/

Tabs.asp 

 

Walter Arnold  

1st Vice President 

 
 

Speaker Schedule: 

 
 

Walter Arnold and Robert Anderson at 

Dunedin Highland Games on April 2, 

2022 participating with the DAR at our 

joint information table. 

 

 
Bob Anderson and Beverly Entwisle Regent, Caladesi 

Chapter DAR 

 

http://clearwatersar.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.sar.org/
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp


 
Bob Anderson and Irma Anderson (Caladesi Chapter 

DAR) 

 

Harry Fuller 

2nd Vice President and 
Historian/Publicist 

 

 
 

 
 
It was an honor to present the  2022 Good Citizenship 

Certificate and Medal for East Lake High School to 

Mallory Lawrence at the East Lake High School April 

20, 2022 Awards Ceremony. 

 

 

.  
Parks Honeywell presents Cadet Logan Worley with the 

Bronze ROTC medal and certificate at Hudson High 

School 



 
Parks Honeywell presents Cadet  Ayden Smith with the 

Good Citizenship certificate and medal at Hudson High 

School 

 
Cary Martin made a presentation of an ROTC medal on 

April 18, 2022 at River Ridge High School. 

 

Dillon Eversole 
Chairman of the Calling 
Committee 

 
 
Parks Honeywell 
Genealogist/ Registrar 
 
 

 

Movie about the 
Revolution 



 

 
THE SCARLET COAT 
1955 
screen play by Karl Tunberg;  
directed by John Sturges;  
produced by Nicholas Nayfack for Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer.  
 
Cast 
Maj. John Bolton -Cornel Wilde 
Maj. John Andre- Michael Wilding 
Dr. Odell-George Sanders 
Sally Cameron -Anne Francis 
Gen. Benedict Arnold- Robert Douglas 
Gen. Robert Howe -John McIntire 
Peter -Rhys Williams 
Ben- Bobby Driscoll 

Susan and I watched this movie on TCM 
recently. The movie purports to relate the story 
of the treason of Benedict Arnold and his 

attempt to turn over the plans for West Point to 
the British from the point of view of a fictitious 
American Major John Bolton. The movie would 
have us believe that Major Bolton, in trying to 
learn the identity of “Gustavus”, a code name 
for a British spy (Gen. Benedict Arnold), 
formed a friendship with British Major John 
Andre. It’s a 1950s version of a bromance. It is a 
much more a Revolutionary War spy movie 
than a war movie, and we were amazed at how 
sympathetically the movie portrayed Major 
Andre. Both Susan and I will admit that we too 
ended up actually liking British spy Major 
Andre played by Michael Wilding more than we 
liked American Major John Bolton played by 
Cornel Wilde. In the character of Andre, the 
actor Wilding played a very charming role. 
Wilde was not really a likable character. He 
seemed especially single minded, and had none 
of the personal charm he exhibited in his earlier 
movie roles.  Perhaps that was because Wilde 
was already in his 40s when the film was made. 
For a movie about war, there is not a lot of 
fighting.  

One review I found said in part- Produced by 
Nicholas Nayfack and featuring Cornel Wilde, 
Michael Wilding, Anne Francis and George 
Sanders, this espionage drama traces the 
paradoxical friendship of two officers, 
American and British, both involved in the 
Benedict Arnold conspiracy. With all due 
respect to Karl Tunberg's incisive dialogue and 
careful historical flavoring, the scenery—the 
real McCoy—steals the show. For Mr. Nayfack 
had the gumption to shoot the key exterior 
sequences in the Tarrytown sector. And the 
wide ribbon of CinemaScope, projecting a 
countryside of eighteenth-century farms, 
mansions and autumnal hues, sets a superbly 
beautiful and authentic stage for the 
proceedings. As a rather bombastic colonial 
spy, Mr. Wilde worms his way into the top 
enemy command and uses the unwitting Mr. 
Wilding, as the tragic Maj. John Andre, to 
check Arnold's plan to betray West Point. He 
also performs plenty of sideline gymnastics for 



the cause. Miss Francis as a Tory daughter with 
American sympathies, George Sanders as a 
shrewd doctor, Robert Douglas as Arnold and 
Bobby Driscoll as Mr. Wilde's young sidekick all 
are briefly effective in their scenes.  

The action focuses on the growing mutual 
respect of the duty-bound Mr. Wilde, who may 
have existed, and his idealistic British 
counterpart, who most certainly did, and, as 
happens here, mounted the gallows after 
Arnold's escape. Such a friendship may have 
occurred, but it's a good thing that the dialogue, 
as well as John Sturges' alert direction, makes 
sense. The talk, with a war overhead, remains 
plentiful. And in place of the excessively 
sentimental finale, one wishes they had hanged 
Mr. Wilding briskly and treated us to at least 
one big, splashy Cinema-Scope battle. 

****************************************** 

From Military.com 

https://www.military.com/history/benedict-arnolds-

body-lies-wall-of-british-

kindergarten.html?ESRC=army_220419.nl 

American Military History 

Benedict Arnold's Body Lies in 
the Wall of a British 
Kindergarten 

 Benedict Arnold began the 

Revolutionary War as a dedicated patriot and able 

battlefield commander. Without Arnold, it could be 

argued, the fledgling United States may not have 

survived. All he really wanted was recognition for 

his contributions. 

 

 
Like every great villain, Benedict Arnold thought he 

doing the right thing. 

Military.com | By Blake Stilwell 

 

Had he not become the most famous turncoat 

in U.S. history, his remains might have been interred 

in a grand or historically meaningful tomb, visited 

by thousands every year. Arnold's betrayal, 

however, overshadows any contribution to 

American independence, and his tomb is visited by 

only a dozen or so every day. 

The only problem is those visitors are around five 

years old and have no idea who he was, if they know 

he's there at all. Today, his London crypt has been 

repurposed as a kindergarten classroom. 

Before his betrayal, Arnold led American patriot 

forces in much of the fighting that took place in 

Canada and New England between 1775 and 1780. 

There were two pivotal battles that changed the 

course of the war, the outcomes for which Arnold 

felt he deserved credit. 

In October 1776, the U.S. Navy fought one of its 

first-ever battles under the command of 

an Army general: Brig. Gen. Benedict Arnold. The 

Americans fought the British near Valcour Bay on 

Lake Champlain. They didn't win the battle, but 

their performance under Arnold's command 

effectively prevented a British invasion from 

Canada that year. 

https://www.military.com/history/benedict-arnolds-body-lies-wall-of-british-kindergarten.html?ESRC=army_220419.nl
https://www.military.com/history/benedict-arnolds-body-lies-wall-of-british-kindergarten.html?ESRC=army_220419.nl
https://www.military.com/history/benedict-arnolds-body-lies-wall-of-british-kindergarten.html?ESRC=army_220419.nl
https://www.military.com/history
https://www.military.com/author/blake-stilwell
https://military.com/historyy
https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/the-revolutionary-war/george-washington-benedict-arnold/benedict-arnold/
http://www.military.com/navy
http://www.military.com/army
https://www.military.com/#facebook
https://www.military.com/#twitter
https://www.military.com/#pinterest
https://www.military.com/#email
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.military.com%2Fhistory%2Fbenedict-arnolds-body-lies-wall-of-british-kindergarten.html&title=Benedict%20Arnold%27s%20Body%20Lies%20in%20the%20Wall%20of%20a%20British%20Kindergarten


Arnold was lambasted by his fellow officers because 

he lost many of his ships in the Great Lakes to the 

British fleet defending Lake Champlain. It cost him 

a promotion to major general, and snub that nearly 

caused him to resign. George Washington convinced 

him to stay in the Continental Army. He would 

finally reach the rank in 1777. 

When the British invasion from Canada did come, 

Arnold was a field commander as the Continental 

Army met it at Saratoga, New York. Arnold was 

wounded twice in the defense of Saratoga, but the 

American victory led to French intervention and, 

eventually, American independence -- but the credit 

for Saratoga went to Gen. Horatio Gates. 

 
The Boot Monument at Saratoga National Historic 

Park. (National Park Service) 

 

It was, of course, in 1780 that Arnold's plot to 

abandon West Point to the British was exposed. 

Arnold, nearly crippled by his wounds and incensed 

that he was continuously denied the credit for his 

contributions, began to have doubts about his cause. 

He purposely weakened the fort’s defenses and 

ensured it would be low on supplies if a British 

attack came. 

It never came. Although he finally settled on the 

price of 20,000 pounds to hand the fort over, the plot 

came to light before it could be put into action. 

Arnold escaped to the British army, was given an 

annual income and the rank of brigadier general. 

Although he led a few raids on commercial targets, 

the military glory that eluded him in the Continental 

Army still eluded him as a redcoat. 

When the Americans won their war of 

independence, Arnold relocated to Canada and later 

London, where the specter of his betrayal never left 

him. He was never fully trusted, struggled in his 

business ventures and was even burned in effigy in 

front of his family. 

Arnold died in 1801 and was interred at St. Mary's 

Church, Battersea, in London, England. The 

basement crypt of the old church is where the 

Sunday school classes are held and, on weekdays, is 

rented out to a private kindergarten. 

Somewhere along the walls, amid the books, crayon 

drawings and fish tanks is a tombstone that reads "In 

this crypt lies the bodies of Benedict Arnold, 1741-

1801, Sometime general in the army of George 

Washington and devoted wife Margaret Shippen and 

their beloved daughter Sophia Matilda Phipps. The 

two nations whom he served in turn in the years of 

their enmity have united in enduring friendship." 

The relief was donated in 2004 by an anonymous 

donor who believed Arnold should be recognized 

for his contributions toward American 

independence. 

Today, the only American memorial is the “boot 

monument” in Saratoga National Historical Park. 

Benedict Arnold isn't mentioned by name, but the 

monument a tribute to Arnold and his wounded leg 

and reads: 

"In memory of the "most brilliant soldier" of the 

Continental Army who was desperately wounded on 

this spot the sally port of Burgoynes Great Western 

Redoubt. 7th October, 1777 winning for his 

countrymen the decisive battle of the American 

Revolution and for himself the rank of Major 

General." 

http://www.military.com/base-guide/united-states-military-academy-west-point
https://www.changesinlongitude.com/burial-location-of-benedict-arnold-in-london/
https://www.changesinlongitude.com/burial-location-of-benedict-arnold-in-london/


 

 

Books about the 

Revolution  
 

 

 

 
• Publisher  :  The University of North 

Carolina Press (March 11, 2022) 

• Publication date  :  March 11, 2022 

 
In this major new history of the 
Continental Army's Grand Forage of 
1778, award-winning military historian 
Ricardo A. Herrera uncovers what daily 
life was like for soldiers during the 
darkest and coldest days of the 
American Revolution: the Valley Forge 
winter. Here, the army launched its 
largest and riskiest operation—not a 
bloody battle against British forces but a 
campaign to feed itself and prevent 
starvation or dispersal during the long 
encampment. Herrera brings to light the 
army's herculean efforts to feed itself, 
support local and Continental 
governments, and challenge the British 
Army. 
 
Highlighting the missteps and triumphs 
of both General George Washington and 
his officers as well as ordinary soldiers, 
sailors, and militiamen, Feeding 
Washington's Army moves far beyond 
oft-told, heroic, and mythical tales of 
Valley Forge and digs deeply into its 
daily reality, revealing how close the 
Continental Army came to succumbing 
to starvation and how strong and 
resourceful its soldiers and leaders 
actually were. 
 
Rick Herrera is Professor of Military 
History at the School of Advanced 
Military Studies, US Army Command 
and General Staff College, and an 



award-winning author who has published 
widely on American military history. 

 

 
• Publisher  :  Viking (November 9, 2021) 

• Publication date  :  November 9, 2021 

The last king of America, George III, has been 
ridiculed as a complete disaster who frittered 
away the colonies and went mad in his old age. 
The truth is much more nuanced and fascinating--
and will completely change the way readers and 
historians view his reign and legacy. 
 

Most Americans dismiss George III as a 

buffoon--a heartless and terrible monarch 

with few, if any, redeeming qualities. The 

best-known modern interpretation of him is 

Jonathan Groff's preening, spitting, and 

pompous take in Hamilton, Lin-Manuel 

Miranda's Broadway masterpiece. But this 

deeply unflattering characterization is rooted 

in the prejudiced and brilliantly persuasive 

opinions of eighteenth-century 

revolutionaries like Thomas Paine and 

Thomas Jefferson, who needed to make the 

king appear evil in order to achieve their 

own political aims. After combing through 

hundreds of thousands of pages of never-

before-published correspondence, award-

winning historian Andrew Roberts has 

uncovered the truth: George III was in fact a 

wise, humane, and even enlightened 

monarch who was beset by talented enemies, 

debilitating mental illness, incompetent 

ministers, and disastrous luck. 

 

In The Last King of America, Roberts paints 

a deft and nuanced portrait of the much-

maligned monarch and outlines his 

accomplishments, which have been almost 

universally forgotten. Two hundred and 

forty-five years after the end of George III's 

American rule, it is time for Americans to 

look back on their last king with greater 

understanding: to see him as he was and to 

come to terms with the last time they were 

ruled by a monarch. 

 

************************************

**************** 

A few comments from our Treasurer, 

Robert Anderson, who is currently reading 

this book:   

 

The Last King of America by Andrew 

Roberts 

 

I am currently reading this book and find it a 

thorough and interesting insight into the life 

of George III. 

 

My former impressions of George III were 

based on my elementary school portrayal of 



him as “Mad George” and the tyrannical 

ruler of the colonies.  Thomas Paine, the 

author of Common Sense and the writings of 

Thomas Jefferson contributed to the negative 

image of this King. 

 

As I read along, my negative impressions are 

being challenged. 

 

 

 
 

 
• Publisher  :  Westholme Publishing; 1st 

edition (May 28, 2021) 

• Publication date  :  May 28, 2021 

The year 1764 is of extraordinary 
importance to the history of the 
American Revolution. It was a watershed 
year in the relationship between Great 
Britain and its North American colonies.  

 
    In 1763, the British began to strictly 
enforce the laws of trade in order to 
advance a newly formulated colonial 
policy that included use of customs 
duties as a means of drawing revenue 
from the colonies. Americans early in 
1764 protested that the laws being 
enforced were economically unsound 
and would be destructive to the trade of 
the colonies. Despite knowing of the 
American discontent, British officials 
moved forward with their new colonial 
policy. Resolutions made by the House 
of Commons in March 1764 not only 
codified a more restrictive trade policy, 
but revealed a plan to impose direct 
parliamentary taxation. A resolution to 
levy stamp duties brought forth a storm 
of American petitions and essays in late 
1764 that constitute the beginning of 
what has become known as the Stamp 
Act Crisis.  
 
In 1764: The First Year of the American 
Revolution, Ken Shumate presents the 
American arguments against the new 
British policy. The most prominent 
protests against direct parliamentary 
taxation were made by New York, 
Massachusetts, Virginia, Connecticut, 
and Rhode Island. Supporting the 
petitions were thoughtful essays by 
James Otis, Oxenbridge Thacher, 
Richard Bland, Thomas Fitch, and 
Stephen Hopkins. Shumate 
demonstrates the importance of these 
petitions and essays, written before the 
passage of the Stamp Act in 1765, as 
establishing the constitutional basis for 



the heated protests of that year and the 
following decade. The British 
interpretation of these writings as 
rejecting the supremacy of Parliament—
even the sovereignty of Great Britain—
further motivated the need for the Stamp 
Act as a demonstration of the 
fundamental right of Parliament to levy 
such taxes. 
 

****************************** 

Message from President 

Bernard Wolff 
Florida Society, President 
 
Greetings Compatriots, 
 
This month’s President’s letter will bring you up 
to date on several items of interest to our 
membership. 
 
Upcoming Elections 
 
Our next elections are in May at our Annual 
Meeting.  It is important for every member of 
the Florida Society to know that in addition to a 
predefined “slate” of candidates, alternative 
individual candidates or groups of candidates 
can stand for office.   I have been informed by 
our Society’s parliamentarian that there will be 
nominations from the floor for the following 
group of candidates listed below: 
 
An alternative “Innovation Group” will appear on 
the ballot in May giving Society members a 
clear choice: the “No change Slate” or the 
“Chapter-First Innovation Group.” The 
“Innovation Group” is:  Bernard W. Wolff, 
President; William “Bill” Battles, Senior Vice 
President; Jerry Halstead, Treasurer; Lawrence 
Patterson, Chancellor. We anticipate no 
changes in the other Society offices.  

 
Every member of the Society is entitled to cast 
a ballot, and we encourage Compatriots from 
around the state to participate in this very 
important election either in person, or 
electronically.  
 
Modernizing Our Society 
 
As many of you know, my academic and 
professional background is in public 
administration which focuses heavily on the 
not-for-profit sector.  One of my initiatives has 
been to review the structure, policies and 
procedures, and finances of our society to 
ensure that we are adhering to current best 
practices, particularly our fiduciary duty. This is 
my most important responsibility to you as 
President.  
 
Accordingly, I have asked a team of highly 
qualified experts to examine various aspects of 
our organization and to make recommendations 
for improvement where necessary. In keeping 
with my policy of transparency, I must report we 
encountered considerable internal resistance to 
this entirely normal and reasonable initiative. 
Fortunately, this resistance is being overcome, 
and we are pleased to report the review and 
analysis is progressing well.  
 
For our Society to remain strong and retain 
members, it is important that our finances be 
transparent, with readily available reports in a 
standard format easily understood by our 
members.  The Florida Society is the third-
largest in the nation, and there is no reason 
why we shouldn’t set the example for the nation 
in management and operating expertise.  
 
When the results of our review are complete, 
they will be shared with you and the 
membership along with recommendations for 
improvement.  
 
Having served on the Strategic Planning 



Committee, I learned firsthand about the need 
for our society to make frequent adjustments to 
be successful in a rapidly changing 
environment that is far from the days of 
Rutherford B. Hayes.  Disturbingly, over the 
past decade, our Society’s net membership 
growth has been weak at best, hovering around 
the 2,000 level, nowhere near our potential. 
 
The answer lies in making our Society more 
responsive to our chapters, and our members. 
Instead of doing things the same old way and 
getting the same old results, we are developing 
bold new administrative concepts that will make 
our society more attractive to new members 
and improve retention.  We call this concept the 
“Chapters-First” philosophy, and as noted 
earlier, its most important element is that the 
State Society exists to serve the Chapters, not 
the other way around.   
 
An example of how the State Society can help 
our chapters with funding is by providing 
access to unique and innovative strategies 
such as Golf Tournament fund-raisers.  As we 
know, most chapters would benefit from having 
more resources in their treasury, and this is an 
excellent way to do that as well as to recruit 
new members. A well-crafted, proven program 
designed by Compatriot Chuck Badgley is now 
available to our society’s chapters statewide. 
Contact Bill Battles (webflssr@gmail.com) for 
more information and to learn how your chapter 
can increase its financial resources and gain 
new recruits through this exciting program.  

 
Chapter Presidents’ Round-Table 
 
As part of our Chapters-First policy, I am 
pleased to report that on the 31st of March, we 
held our third Chapter President’s Round Table 
meeting. This is an open communication forum 
for Chapter Presidents and the State President 
to share information and discuss issues of 
mutual interest.  
 
I initiated these Round Table sessions last year 
because chapter presidents are the true 
leaders of our Society and are the best source 
of ideas and information about the needs of our 
chapters.  The meeting was lively, the 
Presidents posed a number of excellent 
questions, and offered a variety of differing 
opinions which was precisely what we wanted.  
 
The most important point I emphasized to them 
is the State Society exists to serve and support 
the chapters and facilitate development. This is 
a complete reversal of the antiquated concept 
that the chapters serve the state society. I 
appreciate your dedication to our organization, 
and I look forward to seeing you soon.  
 
Thank you for being a member of the Florida 
Society. 
 

In Patriotic Service, 
President Bernard Wolff 
Florida Society, President 
 

mailto:webflssr@gmail.com


 

   

                         BIRTHDAYS 
   

May    

Robbie  Robinson            May 2 

Damon S. Hostetler May 8  
Michael Centorino May 17  
Harmon Wright May 20  
John Sagert May 22  
George D. Youstra May 23  
William Bosbyshell, Jr May 23  
Robert L. Partridge, Jr. May 30   

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
   

    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
   



  
  

  
  
  

 



Treasurer’s Report 
 

The Clearwater chapter meeting this month was attended by 34 members and 8 guests.  The theme for this month 

was how the Sons of the American Revolution supports the history of America by recognizing students and 

teachers by presenting certificates of appreciation and awarding financial support. 

 

Walter Arnold and I attended the Dunedin Highland games of April 2 and shared a table with DAR Regent 

Beverly Entwisle and Vice Regent Irma Anderson.  We provided brochures about our organization and answered 

questions from the attendees 

 
                                                                                     

MARCH 

Operating Fund INCOME MAR 2022   

 Prior Balance 10246.32  

500 Income 0  

501 Total Dues Collected @$60.00 0  

502 Total New Apps           @$155.00 0  

503 Total Supplementals  @50.00 0  

504 Other Dues & Life Members from Permanent Fund 0  

505 NEW MEMBER CHAPTER DUES 70.00 1 

506 Meals Sold 1025.00 2 

507 50/50 Raffle 85.00 3 

508 Miscellaneous   REDEPOSIT ATM 0  

509 Permanent Fund Donations 0  

510 Center For Advancing American Heritage Donations 0  

511 History Fair 0  

512 Clearwater Chapter Scholarship Fund Donations 0  

513 Eagle Scout Recognition Awards Donations 0  

514 JROTC Recognition Awards Donations 0  

515 Chapter High School Annual Book Gifting Program 

Donations 

0  

516 4th/5th Grade Revolutionary War Poster Contest 

Donations 

0  

517 Endowment Trust Fund Reimbursementds 0  

518 Veterans Medals Purchases or Donations 0  

519 Ladies Auxiliary Donations 0  

520 Merchandise Sold 163.00 4 

521 Knight Essay Donations 0  

522  0  

525 Total Income 11589.32  

    

  11589.32  

1000 less expenses -1146.55  

 Balance 10442.77  



 Regions Statement 10442.77  

    

 Deposits match to bank   

 Robert Anderson, 3/31/2022   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

1 CHAPTER DUES 

BLAKE VERVILLE AND TWO SONS     30 

STEPHEN CARROLL                              10 

JIM STRIBLING                                     10 

GEORGE DELANO                                10 

LEWIS DALE                                          10 

70.00  

2 DUNEDIN GOLF CLUB 41@$25.00 

 

1025.00  

3 MARJORIE WETHERBEE DONATE $42 

 

85.00  

4 KEVIN PRESIDENTS NECK RIBBON    100 

LICENSE PLATE HOLDER                       18 

SAR PIN & FLAG PIN                              15 

SAR PIN                                                   20 

NAME BADGE PARKS HONEYWELL    10 

163.00  

  1343.00  

 MARCH  2022 Operating Fund CLW   NOTE 

600 EXPENSES   

601 Dues to National                 

0 

 

602 Dues to State  0  

603 New Member to State 0  

604 New Member to National 0  

605 Supplemental to National 0  

606 Supplemental to State 0  

608 Other Dues   10 Life Members 0  

607 Meals Purchased      43  DGC CK 2588 945.83 1 

701 Eagle Scout Recognition Awards 0  

702 Good Citizenship 0  

703 JROTC  Recognition Awards 0  

mailto:41@$25.00


704 Law Enforcement, EMT, Fire Safety 0  

705 4th/5th Grade Revolutionary War Poster Contest 0  

706 Pinellas History Fair 0  

707 Veterans 0  

708 SAR Library 0  

709 Publicity & History 0  

710 Program Speakers 0  

711 Chapter High School Annual Book Gifting Program 0  

712 Center For Advancing American Heritage 0  

713 Endowment Trust Fund 0  

714 Clearwater Chapter Scholarship Fund 0  

715 Permanent Fund 0  

716 Hottin’s     [ zoom] 0  

717 Service Awards 0  

718 Ladies Auxiliary 0  

719 Merchandise Bought NSSAR 0  

720 Knight Essay 0  

801 Secretary  USPS   27.06 2 

802 Registrar/Genealogist 34.80 3 

803 Treasurer 0  

804 Newsletter 0  

805 Roster 0  

806 Awards 0  

807 Supplies B HIVE 96.50 4 

808 Postage & Insurance  HISTORIAN 23.30 5 

809 Birthdays and Condolences Cards 0  

901 Miscellaneous    SITEGROUND 0  

902 NASSAR Magazine Ad 0  

903 CREIT CARD BALANCE FEBRUARY [AUTOPAY] 19.06 6 

1000 Total Expenses 1146.55  

    

 Total Expenses   

    

DRAFT EXPENSES  MARCH 2022   

    

1 DUNEDIN GOLF CLUB 945.83 Y 

2 SECRETARY 11.76+15.30 27.06 Y 

3 USPS REGISTRAY/GENEALOGIST 34.80 Y 

4 B HIVE 96.50 Y 

5 FED EX [EARL MARLIN REPORT ]                                        23.30 Y 

6 CREDIT CARD BALANCE FROM FEBRUARY 19.06 Y 

  1146.55  

    

    



 
Our next meeting  
 

When: Wednesday, May 18, 2022   

Where: Dunedin Golf Club, 1050 Palm Blvd, Dunedin, FL 34698 

Time: 11:30 A.M. for in person dining only.  

 

Menu: Salad, Chicken Cordon Bleu, desert; Accompaniments: Rolls and 

Butter/ Iced Tea/coffee- Regular and Decaf/ hot tea 

Note: If you have any dietary restrictions or questions be sure to mention 

them when you make your reservation 

 

Cost: $25.00  

 

Program- speakers- various- Anniversary of the Chapter 

 

For reservations contact Dillon Eversole at Dilloneversole97@gmail.com   

or call 727-515-3364 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Recessional   

  

Until we meet again, let us remember our 

obligations to our forefathers, who gave 

us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an 

independent Supreme Court, and a nation 

of free men.  
  
 
 
 

 
The Sons of the American Revolution is 
a historical, educational and patriotic 
non-profit, United States 501 (c) 3 
corporation that seeks to maintain and 

extend (1) the institution of American 
freedom, (2) an appreciation for true 
patriotism, (3) a respect for our national 
symbols, (4) the value of American 
citizenship, and (5) the unifying force of 

e pluribus unum that has created, from 
the people of many nations, one nation, 
and one people. We do this by 
perpetuating the stories of patriotism, 
courage, sacrifice, tragedy, and triumph 
of the men who  

achieved the independence of the 
American people in the belief that these 
stories are universal ones of man’s 
eternal struggle against tyranny, 
relevant to all time, and will inspire and 

strengthen each succeeding generation 
as it too is called upon to defend our 
freedom on the battlefield and in our 
public institutions.   
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  
 

 
 


