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Our Inspiration is from the Past,
Our Duty is in the Present,
Our Hope is in the Future.

From the President

We want you to join us as much as your schedule
permits, we just need to be able to advise the club of
a firm number so there are no surprises.
Also, because our luncheon numbers continue to
increase, it has been decided that we will forgo Zoom
meetings until further notice.

Honored Compatriots,
Thanks to everyone who attended our March chapter
meeting. It was a great event, and Ms. Lori Coffee
gave a very informative presentation on the Women
of 1620. The food was delicious, and all who attended
seemed to have had a nice time.
The Color Guard did a great job; thanks to Bob
Anderson and Walter Arnold for honoring our
Country with your presentation of our Nation’s
colors. Just a reminder that we are looking for Color
Guard members to assist with the presentation at our
monthly meetings so that others may take a turn.
As regards our chapter meetings, in March we had
forty-three (43) members and guests present. This
was a new high number in the post-pandemic era, and
we are expecting the numbers to continue to increase.
We need your help in planning for the future: To plan
appropriately for catering, we need everyone to let
our Calling Committee know of their attendance
plans. Please reserve your spot at the meeting. If you
are going to be arriving late, we need to know that as
well. And of course, any special dietary requests.

April is Education Month and our 1st Vice President
Walter Arnold and Past President Dr. Bob Cundiff
have some great presentations planned for your
edification. Some very worthwhile students and
teachers will be attending our April Meeting and we
will be recognizing them with awards and honoraria.
If you are interested in assisting defray the costs of
these gifts, please send Treasurer Robert Anderson
your check with the memo for the “Brotherton Fund.”
As things get to a post-pandemic normal, we have an
opportunity to use some prior donations and some
new funds to continue our Chapter’s great work in
education and civic involvement. Thanks for your
consideration and support.
May will be our anniversary luncheon; we will be
receiving awards from various civic organizations.
And some seasoned veterans will be sharing their rich
history with the renowned Clearwater Chapter!
Help Wanted: As the chapter continues to grow, we
are looking for assistance in all sorts of ways. It is an
opportunity for our new members to get involved in
a small way as they start their SAR journey. We need
members for our calling committee, awards
committee, a quartermaster, a welcome committee,
and several other exciting areas. Any contribution, no
matter how small, will help us grow this chapter. If
you are interested let me know!
I also want to welcome to Compatriots Abadie, King
and Whelan. It is great to have you with us. It was a
great honor to induct you at the meeting and to
present Compatriot Whelan with his Military
Service Award.
We are planning to have an orientation meeting for
new members in May before the Summer Break. As
you know, we have no meetings in June, July and

August, but will resume in September. Let me know
if you have an interest in assisting. The meeting will
probably be conducted via Zoom for the first few
cycles.
In closing I invite you to contact me via the usual
methods/email/telephone/USPS etc. with any
suggestions/comments/ideas you may have. I am
always available to you if you need me. For those
members who have not been to a meeting in a while,
please come see us!
All the best to you for a great month. God Bless
America!
Yours in Patriotism
Mac

March’s Meeting
The Clearwater Chapter of the Florida Society
SAR held its regularly scheduled meeting on
Wednesday, March 16, 2022, at the Dunedin
Country Club, beginning at 12:00 p.m.,
President Kevin MacFarland presided. There
were 43 members and guests in attendance.

President MacFarland led members in reciting
the Pledge to the Flag of the United States of
America; President MacFarland led in reciting
the Pledge to the Sons of the American
Revolution; and then Compatriot Bob Cundiff
led the group in the singing of “God Bless
America”.
President MacFarland listed the National
Officers, State Officers and our officers and
past presidents, members of the DAR and
Ladies Auxiliary, and guests who were present.
President MacFarland then made some
announcement, including thanking the Color
Guard for presenting the colors. He wanted all
to remember past President David Kitchens
who passed away, noting we had several
members attend the funeral and deliver a
proclamation of Regret and Remembrance to
Mary Kitchen. Kevin then mentioned that we
will be celebrating our 70th Anniversary at the
May meeting and hoped to have presentations
regarding the history of the Chapter. Finally,
Kevin mentioned that we all needed to make
sure we signed up for meetings, that the
Dunedin Country Club, who caters the
meetings needed an accurate count to order
and have on hand sufficient food for service.

President MacFarland called the meeting to
order; the Invocation was given by Chaplain
George Youstra; the Color Guard presented the
Colors;

President MacFarland then said that past
President Bob Anderson would be taking an
inventory of Clearwater SAR equipment.

Bob Anderson and Walter Arnold

President MacFarland then asked 1st Vice
President Walter Arnold to come forward and
introduce our speaker. Walter introduced Lori
Coffey by saying Lori is history evangelist, a
teacher, vice president of Pinellas Genealogical
Society, she has computer skills and grew up
around the world starting in Arizona,
subsequently moved to Florida where she
zealously researched women in the 1600’s,
which is very difficult due to most records relate
to men.

Lori Coffey

We also learned that women at that time were
considered chattels and belonged to their
husbands. Even if they were strong and had
inherited their property from a deceased
husband, if they remarried the property became
their Husbands.

Lori Coffey

We were told that the Mayflower had a total of
103 on board, 50 men, 33 Children and 16
women. One out of three women died in
childbirth, and out of initial women only 4
survived the first winter. Lori went on to tell us
about many of the women who came over on
the Mayflower and the three ships that followed,
many of whom were her ancestors. Also, it was
noted when they were coming over on ships,
they were the last to get food for family as the
fire for cooking was controlled by a chef who
was there primarily to cook for the sailors and
men.

Once they reached Plymouth woman were
expected to work by law, including spinning,
cooking, gardening, and other household work.
A young girl at this time was not safe unless
they had a mother or father to look after them.
In all it was very difficult to be a woman in the
1620’s. Lori gave us anecdotes regarding
many of the women who were on these ships
including who they were married to, remarried
to, their children and the inter marriages that
incurred. In all it was an interesting look back to
our early history. President MacFarland
thanked Lori for her presentation and gave her
Certificate of Appreciation.

Lori Coffey and President MacFarland

Lori Coffey addresses the membership

President MacFarland and Robbie Robinson

After Lori Coffey’s presentation, President
MacFarland presented a Certificate of
Appreciation to Robbie Robertson for his
presentation to the membership last month.
President MacFarland asked St. Petersburg
General Brett McMullen to come up to the
podium. Compatriot McMullen thanked the
Members of the Clearwater Chapter that
stepped forward to help reestablish the St.
Petersburg Chapter, noting that past member
Bob Brotherton had done a lot of work in
reestablishing the Chapter. Compatriot
McMullen then asked if Clearwater Members
Kevin MacFarland, Bob Anderson, Walter
Arnold, and Harry Fuller come up, he then
presented them with Meritorious Service
Medals.

L to R Walter Arnold, Robert Anderson, Kevin
MacFarland, Harry Fuller and Brett McMullen

After Compatriot McMullen’s presentation,
President MacFarland asked our three newest
members, Warren Arnold Abadie, Jr., David
Morris King, and David Martin Whelan to come
up along with their sponsor Compatriot Parks
Honeywell. President MacFarland then
inducted each of them into our Chapter and
presented them with their membership
certificates and new member packages. As
custom all Compatriots were asked to come up
and welcome our newest members.

Compatriot Treasurer and Past President
Anderson held the 50/50 drawing. The winners
were Marjorie Wetherbee who won $42.00
which she donated back to the Chapter, Warren
Wilson who won the Ladies Auxiliary basket
and Don Leamy who won the Dunedin Country
Club Fish Fry.
President MacFarland then said if there was no
further business the meeting would be
adjourned.

Following the Benediction by Compatriot
George Youstra, we recited the SAR
Recessional led by President MacFarland. The
meeting was then adjourned.

Submitted by Larry Patterson, Secretary
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NEW MEMBERS
Warren Arnold Abadie
Jr.

Kevin MacFarland

I was born in New Orleans Louisiana in
1954.

David Whelan

I graduated from Br. Martin High School in
New Orleans and attended the University of
Louisiana-Lafayette.
I retired after 40 years, employed in the
deep-water offshore drilling industry as a
subsea engineer and area supervisor in
various remote locations around the world.
I became interested in my family’s
genealogy when my father passed away,
realizing I never asked the questions of our
family’s history.
With the help of my friend and genealogist,
Philip Thieler (Your-Lineage), we spent over
a year and some travel to discover my 7th
generation grandfather, Marcel Daspit, who
served as an adjutant Major under Gen.
Andrew Jackson at the Battle of New
Orleans.
This further led me to my 8th generation
grandfather, Pierre Daspit St. Amant, who
fought in the American Revolution.
All of the discoveries were fully documented
and presented to the NSSAR for review.
I was proud, when notified by Mr. Parks
Honeywell, of my acceptance into the
Clearwater Florida Chapter of Sons of the
American Revolution.

●Graduate Islip High School 1976
●USMC 1980 -1986
●Retired Detentions PCSO 27 years
●current employment custodian at
Publix
●Father of four
●hobbies classic tv
reading genealogy and motorcycles

David Morris King

Ladies Auxiliary
CLEARWATER CHAPTER,
FLORIDA STATE
SOCIETY
Welcome to Spring!

We have 16 members. New members this
past year include Lois MacFarland and
Norma Stalions. We lost Patricia A.
Monroe, a longtime member in December
2021.

I was born in Alexandra, Virginia in 1962.
We moved to Florida in 1977, and I
graduated from Leto High School in Tampa.
I am currently the Commander of Jubal A.
Early Camp #556 of the Sons of Confederate
Veterans Camp in Tampa.
I serve as Capt. 3rd Batt Co D Mechanized
Cavalry. This is a special interest group of
SVC members who like to ride motorcycles
to assist in the Charge of the SCV. We
attend all the usual biker rides, as well as
those specifically dealing with the War
Between the States and History in General.
813-682-4536

confederatevet@verizon.net

***********************************

A big thank you to SAR members who have
donated books, magazines, and calendars to
veterans, and our Ladies' banquet
decorations committee for the 2023 National
SAR banquet in July 2023 in
Orlando. Members who have donated books
this past year include Jim Gibson, Dillion
Eversole, Jim Grayshaw, James Philips,
Parks Honeywell, Lewis Harris, Charles
Wetherbee, Carlton Weidemeyer, and other
members. For 2021 a total of 468
magazines, 156 books, and 14 calendars
were donated to veterans.
We are also collecting Gasparilla beads for
the 2023 National SAR Conference held in
Orlando for banquet table decorations. We
also need beads for the Belleair Christmas
parade to hand out to children on the parade
route. The 2021 Christmas parade was a big
success. The children loved the beads. Also,
a thank you to the Caladesi DAR for
marching in the parade with the Clearwater
SAR. Plans for the 2022 Christmas parade
also include inviting the DAR again. We
have also invited the CAR (Children of the

Revolution) to join us for this coming year's
parade. If you have children or grandchildren
younger than 18 years old they are welcome
to march and help give out beads along the
Christmas parade route.
The Ladies have furnished a gift basket at
every meeting of the Clearwater SAR to be
raffled off. We also send a gift basket to all
the Board of Governors meetings. We are
planning to send a basket to the 2023
National SAR Conference. If you have any
items you want to donate to the gift basket or
a gently used basket, please give them to any
member of the Ladies' SAR Auxiliary.
Thank you to Parks Honeywell for donating
the last DAR cookbooks from the estate of
Patricia A. Monroe to the Clearwater
DAR. All of the cookbooks sold and the
money went to the DAR.
See you at the April 20, 2022 meeting.
Margaret Harris

November 14
November 16
December 19
December 21
Membership Luncheon Meetings at
11:30 A.M. (meetings are on the third
Wednesday of the month or as noted
above),
Board of Governors meetings at 10 a.m.
(Meetings are on the Monday before
the regular meeting or as noted
above) All BOG meetings will be held
via Zoom until further notice.

Links & Resources:
Our Chapter website:
http://clearwatersar.org/
Our Chapter Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/SARCl
earwater/

*****************************

Schedule of Meetings
2022 Meeting Schedule
Clearwater Chapter, SAR
Board
Membership
April 18
May 16
September 19
October 17

April 20
May 18
September 21
October 19

SAR National website :
https://www.sar.org/
SAR Florida website:
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/
Tabs.asp

Walter Arnold
1st Vice President

you know any DAR members who may like
to join us, please extended an invitation to
all!!
********************************

Speaker Schedule:

Ken Burns’s two-part, four-hour
documentary, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN,
explores the revolutionary life of one of
the 18th Century’s most consequential and
compelling personalities, whose work and
words unlocked the mystery of electricity
and helped create the United States.
Franklin’s 84 years (1706-1790) spanned
an epoch of momentous change in science,
technology, literature, politics, and
government—fields he himself advanced
through a lifelong commitment to societal
and self-improvement. Over the course of
seven impossibly prolific decades,
Franklin ascended professional and social
ladders, rising from a printer’s apprentice
in provincial Boston to the most popular
man in Paris, France.

On April 20, we will have four (4) 8th Grade
Students from Dunedin Middle School and
their teacher (Dr. Bergstrom) join us to
discuss the website they developed on the
Louisiana Purchase. This should be an
exciting presentation from these students
who will be going the State finals next
month.
For May we will have our 70th Anniversary
program with some very special speakers to
talk about the History of the Clearwater
Chapter. Please make a special effort to
attend “live” both of these meetings.
Lastly on May 29th (Sunday before
Memorial Day) I ask that as many as
possible “in uniform if possible” join the St
Petersburg Chapter in placing flags at the
Bay Pines Cemetery. This year there will be
over 3,000 American Flags to place on the
grave markers of Veterans at Bay Pines. If

He wrote influential essays, coined words
and phrases still used today, established
enduring institutions in his adopted
Philadelphia, introduced groundbreaking
theories about the natural world,
developed life-saving inventions, and
contributed as much as anyone to the

foundation of the American Republic. But
Franklin’s life was full of contradictions,
and his success came at a cost.
Achievements as a writer, printer,
scientist, and statesman brought him
worldwide acclaim but divided him from
his family. Though he would later speak
out against slavery, he owned and
enslaved people in his middle age. He
denounced the white men who killed
native people indiscriminately while also
championing the expansion of white
settlements onto indigenous lands. He did
all he could to enhance the British Empire,
then gave everything he had to win
America’s independence.
Franklin’s influence was unmatched in his
time, and his impact remains with us
today. “If you would not be forgotten, as
soon as you are dead and rotten,” he said
in Poor Richard’s Almanack, “either write
things worth reading, or do things worth
the writing.” Benjamin Franklin did both.
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, directed and
executive produced by Ken Burns, written
by Dayton Duncan, and produced by
David Schmidt and Ken Burns, premieres
April 4-5, 2022.

Harry Fuller
2nd Vice President and
Historian/Publicist

On March 29th I attended the St Petersburg College
Scholarship Luncheon with Bob Cundiff and Walter
Arnold. Clearwater Chapter presented a scholarship.

Dillon Eversole
Chairman of the Calling
Committee

Parks Honeywell
Genealogist/ Registrar

***********************************

Message from Michael LaVean,
a past 1st Vice President

Help Preserve 64 Acres at Three
Revolutionary War Sites | American
Battlefield Trust
The Opportunity. We can save 64 acres of priceless
Revolutionary War battlefield sites — together having
a total transaction value of $2,115,500 — for only
$47,650.
www.battlefields.org

Preserve Revolutionary
War History Across Three
States

64
ACRES TARGETED
LOCATION

Guilford Courthouse Battlefield
• Hobkirk Hill Battlefield
• Fort Ann Battlefield
DONATION MATCH
•

$44.40-to-$1
OUR GOAL
$47,650
We can save 64 acres of priceless
Revolutionary War battlefield sites —
together having a total transaction value
of $2,115,500 — for only $47,650. Yes,
you read that correctly, we can save over
$2 million of our country’s history for
less than $50,000!
The first 41-acre tract we have the opportunity
to protect is adjacent to Battle Hill, a parcel of
160 acres in upstate New York once threatened
by a granite and topsoil mine, which the Trust
helped to save and has now been turned into a
historical site by the town of Fort Ann.
These 41 additional acres will be used to
provide an enhanced interpretive experience for
all who visit, telling this chapter of our nation’s
founding conflict, where citizen-soldiers bravely
fought and died for American independence.
In the south, a much smaller, targeted tract lies
squarely in the middle of a British advance, at
Guilford Courthouse, where Nathanael Greene
and his American Southern army created a line
of defense that exhausted the British and
contributed to Cornwallis’ retreat to North
Carolina. Adding this tract to the existing
preserved land will allow the Park Service to
better tell the complete story of the Battle of
Guilford Courthouse.
In Camden, South Carolina, almost 23 acres
where the often-overlooked Battle of Hobkirk’s
Hill took place, is on the market. Much of the
area has been lost to residential development
over the years, which is why the tracts you and I
have the opportunity to protect today will set a
significant precedent — becoming the very first
battlefield land to be preserved at Hobkirk’s
Hill!
While we have had much success securing
hallowed ground touched by the Civil War in

the last few years, it is now our opportunity to
secure property that contributes to the story of
American independence. These three tracts,
totaling around 64 acres, hold stories of grit
and determination, of Americans coming
together for the first time to determine our fate,
and the fate of a new nation.
The Background
We have an opportunity to save tracts of
hallowed land where a small, rag-tag group of
citizen-soldiers managed to weaken and
ultimately defeat the greatest military force in
the world … to create this nation that we love.
The history of these tracts begins with the
Battle of Fort Ann, fought on July 8, 1777, just
one year and four days after we declared our
independence, and when the future of our
young nation was still very much in doubt.
In the summer of 1777, the British sought to
slice the new country in two, using the Hudson
River to cut New England off from the rest of
the colonies. General Burgoyne was in charge of
British forces when they went after Fort Ann,
part of the Saratoga Campaign strategy.
On July 8, 1777, Burgoyne sent about 200
troops under Colonel John Hill to observe and
attack the Americans, but the Patriot soldiers
had a different plan. After some preliminary
reconnaissance, Captain James Gray and 300
Patriots surprised Hill’s men in their camp at
the base of Battle Hill in upstate New York.
Working their way behind them and forcing
them to flee up a ridge, the redcoats held out for
two hours before running out of ammunition.
On the verge of surrender, an Indian war
whoop was heard, signaling the approach of
reinforcements for the British and giving them
a second wind. Unknown to American rebels,
the war whoop was delivered by a single British
officer. The trick worked, and the fight ended
with both sides declaring victory. But historians
agree that the battle at Fort Ann changed the

momentum for the British, with Burgoyne’s
army losing strength and suffering defeat in
October of that year.
Now we turn our attention to the war’s
Southern Campaign, where on March 15, 1781,
British General Lord Charles Cornwallis’s army
of 2,300 men engaged the American Southern
army under Nathanael Greene at Guilford
Courthouse.
To prepare for battle, Greene formed his
roughly 4,400 men into three lines — a
“defense in depth” — designed to exhaust the
enemy’s advance and inflict as many casualties
as possible, allowing the third line to deliver a
decisive blow.
Cornwallis’s troops were first met with a line
held by North Carolina militia, then a second
line held by Virginians, before meeting Greene’s
third and most formidable line composed of
Continental Regulars from Virginia and
Maryland. A melee began as Continental
Regulars and the elite units of Cornwallis’s
army fought fiercely in a whirlpool of battle.
Wanting to preserve his remaining troops,
Greene retired from the field. While Cornwallis
had won the day, he lost fully 28% of his men
and withdrew to Wilmington, North Carolina.
Later, on April 20, 1781, Greene arrived at a
major depot in Camden, South Carolina. The
British held a chain of outposts that ran from
Augusta, Georgia, up through South Carolina,
including the depot at Camden. Greene made
camp on the crest of Hobkirk’s Hill, a mile and
a half north of town. On the morning of April
25, a deserter from Greene’s army informed the
British commander, Lieutenant Colonel Francis
Rawdon, of Greene’s location and strength.
Rawdon launched his attack that same
morning. The Americans put up stiff resistance,
and while sustaining higher casualties, the
British again won the day. Despite the victory,
Rawdon concluded that the American army was

too strong, and he abandoned Camden anyway.
After this battle, Greene famously wrote to an
acquaintance that “We fight, get beat, rise, and
fight again.”
Each of these battles were defined by the
scrappy resilience led by Greene and the Patriot
fighters against the Redcoats. Though they
didn’t necessarily come out as victors in each,
the British recognized the determination of the
Patriot men. By refusing to give up … by
refusing to admit defeat … by refusing to lose
hope in ultimate victory … battle after battle,
Greene skillfully waged a war of exhaustion in
late September 1781 that so weakened the
British efforts in the Carolinas, they retreated to
the coast, giving up outpost after outpost in the
backcountry.
The lesson for us, as we fight to save our
country’s history, is clear:
Every one of these acres, North and South, are
essential to telling the story of how a small, ragtag group of civilians and soldiers managed to
defeat the greatest military force in the world at
that time, helping to create the nation you and I
hold dear.

conference in January at the Columbia
Restaurant in Ybor City where the City of
Tampa Recreation Department introduced all
the original runners and volunteers who help
make the PGDC a world event and big
fundraiser. Lew will be honored at the Pepin
Center in Tampa in March at the Sponsor's
Reception.
Lew encourages everyone of all ages to run
or walk every day.

Movie about the Revolution

Congratulations to Lewis Harris for running
the Publix Gasparilla Distance Race on
February 26, 2022. Lew has run every race
since 1978. He is the oldest original runner.
Only 5 men have run every race for the 45
years that the race has been organized. The
PGDC is a world class event. It has
contributed more than $5.9 million to Tampa
Bay youth organizations since its inception.
Lew's official time in the 5k was 00:43:39
for 2022. Lew was honored at a press

The year is 1776, and newlyweds Gilbert
(Henry Fonda) and Lana Martin (Claudette
Colbert) have decided to take up a rural
lifestyle. However, following the onset of the
American Revolutionary War, the couple's quiet
life in the Mohawk Valley is interrupted by

violent attacks from Native Americans and
Tories. The Martins refuse to succumb to the
difficulties of their new life, though, as Lana
takes on the responsibility of raising a child
while Gilbert joins the colonists' militia.

Books about the
Revolution

This movie was directed by John Ford,
produced by Darryl F. Zanuck, and written by
Lamar Trotti and Sonya Levien. It was first
released in 1939.
The battle so vividly described by Gil Martin
(Henry Fonda) is the bloody Battle of
Oriskany, which had one of the highest
casualty rates of any battle in the war. It
took place on August 6, 1777, and involved
only North American troops--Tory, Patriot
and Indian--and was part of what became
the overall Battle of Saratoga, as the Tory
and Indian troops were commanded by a
subordinate of Gen. "Gentleman Johnny"
Burgoyne. Gen. Nicholas Herkimer, who was
wounded in the battle, did not receive
adequate medical attention. His leg became
infected and he died ten days later from
blood loss after amputation on August 16.
He was 49. Despite Gil's claim that the
colonials gave them a "licking," the Tories
and Indians suffered only 150 casualties
while the Patriots sustained 450.

•

Publisher : Dutton (February 9, 2021)

•

Hardcover : 576 pages

Washington's rise constitutes one of the
greatest self-reinventions in history. In
his mid-twenties, this third son of a
modest Virginia planter had ruined his
own military career thanks to an
outrageous ego. But by his mid-forties,
that headstrong, unwise young man had
evolved into an unassailable leader

chosen as the commander in chief of the
fledgling Continental Army. By his midfifties, he was unanimously elected the
nation's first president. How did
Washington emerge from the wilderness
to become the central founder of the
United States of America?
In this remarkable new portrait, awardwinning historian David O. Stewart
unveils the political education that made
Washington a master politician—and
America's most essential leader. From
Virginia's House of Burgesses, where
Washington mastered the craft and
timing of a practicing politician, to his
management of local government as a
justice of the Fairfax County Court to his
eventual role in the Second Continental
Congress and his grueling generalship in
the American Revolution, Washington
perfected the art of governing and
service, earned trust, and built bridges.
The lessons in leadership he absorbed
along the way would be invaluable
during the early years of the republic as
he fought to unify the new nation.
George Washington: The Political Rise
of America's Founding Father (Dutton,
2021) has been selected by The
Colonial Dames of America (CDA) as its
2022 Book Award winner.

•

Publisher : Westholme Publishing; 1st
edition (December 8, 2016)

•

Hardcover : 200 pages

Considered One of the First Acts of
Rebellion to British Authority Over
the American Colonies, a Fresh
Account Placing the Incident into
Historical Context
Between the Boston Massacre in 1770
and the Boston Tea Party in 1773—a
period historians refer to as “the lull”—a
group of prominent Rhode Islanders
rowed out to His Majesty’s
schooner Gaspee, which had run
aground six miles south of Providence
while on an anti-smuggling patrol. After
threatening and shooting its
commanding officer, the raiders looted
the vessel and burned it to the waterline.
Despite colony-wide sympathy for the
June 1772 raid, neither the government
in Providence nor authorities in London

could let this pass without a response.
As a result, a Royal Commission of
Inquiry headed by Rhode Island
governor Joseph Wanton zealously
investigated the incident. In The Burning
of His Majesty’s Schooner Gaspee: An
Attack on Crown Rule Before the
American Revolution, historian Steven
Park reveals that what started out as a
customs battle over the seizure of a
prominent citizen’s rum was soon
transformed into the spark that re-ignited
Patriot fervor. The significance of the
raid was underscored by a fiery
Thanksgiving Day sermon given by a
little-known Baptist minister in Boston.
His inflammatory message was reprinted
in several colonies and was one of the
most successful pamphlets of the preIndependence period. The commission
turned out to be essentially a sham and
made the administration in London look
weak and ineffective. In the wake of
the Gaspee affair, Committees of
Correspondence soon formed in all but
one of the original thirteen colonies, and
later East India Company tea would be
defiantly dumped into Boston Harbor.
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@$60.00

503
504
505
506
507
508
509
510

511
512
513
514
515

516

517
518
519
520
521
522

Financial Reports for
Clearwater Chapter
FEB

502

11221.51
0
0

525
1000

Total New Apps
@$155.00
Total Supplementals @50.00
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American Heritage
Donations
History Fair
Clearwater Chapter
Scholarship Fund Donations
Eagle Scout Recognition
Awards Donations
JROTC Recognition Awards
Donations
Chapter High School Annual
Book Gifting Program
Donations
4th/5th Grade Revolutionary
War Poster Contest
Donations
Endowment Trust Fund
Reimbursements
Veterans Medals Purchases
or Donations
Ladies Auxiliary Donations
Merchandise Sold
Knight Essay Donations

Total Income
less expenses
Balance
Regions Statement
Deposits match to bank

0
0
0
30.00
825.00
26.00
20.00
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0

0
0
0
0
0
0
12122.51

12122.51
-1876.19
10246.32
10246.96

Robert Anderson, 2/28/2022

714

rev

FEBRUARY
2022 Operating
Fund CLW

715
716
717
718
719

600

EXPENSES

601

Dues to National

602
603

Dues to State
New Member to
State+
New Member to
National
Supplemental to
National
Supplemental to State
Other Dues 10 Life
Members
Meals Purchased
33@$25 DGC CK
2587
Eagle Scout
Recognition Awards
Good Citizenship
JROTC Recognition
Awards
Law Enforcement,
EMT, Fire Safety
4th/5th Grade
Revolutionary War
Poster Contest
Pinellas History Fair
Veterans
SAR Library
Publicity & History
Program Speakers
Chapter High School
Annual Book Gifting
Program
Center For Advancing
American Heritage
Endowment Trust
Fund

NOTE

0

604
605
606
608
607

701
702
703
704
705

706
707
708
709
710
711

712
713

0
0
0
0
0
0

720
801
802
803
804
805
806
807
808
809
901

726.66 1
902
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0

1000

Clearwater Chapter
Scholarship Fund
Permanent Fund
Hottin’s [ zoom]
Service Awards
Ladies Auxiliary
Merchandise Bought
NSSAR
Knight Essay
Secretary USPS
Registrar/Genealogist
Treasurer
Newsletter
Roster
Awards
Supplies
Postage & Insurance
Birthdays and
Condolences Cards
Miscellaneous
[wreaths across
America]
NASSAR Magazine
Ad
Total Expenses

0
0
14.99 2
0
0
543.43 3
0
93.60
111.11
0
0
366.40
0
0
0
0
0

0
1856.19

Total Expenses
NOTE EXPENSES
FEBRUARY 2022
1
DUNEDIN GOLF
CLUB
2
ZOOM kdm
3
RA NSSAR TIES
ETC $350.00
CK2586
JIM GIBSON MIA
FLAG & POLE
155.79 CK 2584
LRP PAPER 12.82
LRP OFFICE
DEPOT
ENVELOPES 24.82

726.66
14.99
543.43

1285.08

Greetings Compatriots,

Treasurer’s Report
It was good to see a nice turnout at our last
meeting of 43 members and guests. Please
remember that we are required to notify the
Dunedin Golf Club the final total number of
meals to be served by the Sunday before the
monthly meeting. If you wish to attend but
have not been contacted, please email me at
randerson2441@gmail.com or phone me at
727-726-9590.
I have purchased and displayed an
assortment of SAR ties for the membership
to purchase.
Some very worthwhile students and teachers
will be attending our April Meeting and we
will be recognizing them with awards and
honoraria. If you are interested in assisting
defray the costs of these gifts, please send
Treasurer Robert Anderson your check with
the memo for the “Brotherton Fund.”
Considering the President’s appeal, I will
donate to the Brotherton Fund.
If you are also willing to donate, please
reply. May I list your name with other
donors and announce our contributions to the
membership?
Bob Anderson, Treasurer Clearwater
Chapter of SAR
Bob Anderson
Treasurer
*****************************

As you are probably aware, during the past few
months a controversy has arisen within our
Society and in the interest of transparency, it is
my belief as President that you should be
informed as to the facts. This report is in the
form of a numbered summary for simplicity and
clarity.
Fact 1: The FLSSAR Executive Committee
(ExCom) is chartered as an advisory committee
to the FLSSAR President who is its chairman. It
has a few other very limited powers and meets
only when the President seeks its advice.
Fact 2: On October 11, 2021, the ExCom met
without authorization and voted to remove me
as chairman of the 133rd National Congress
Steering Committee and install Lee Popham
instead. Subsequently, FLSSAR Chancellor
Carl Hoffman advised NSSAR President
General Davis Wright that the ExCom’s actions
of October 11 were invalid, and that I remained
the Chair of the 133rd National Congress
Committee.
Fact 3: Certain members of the ExCom
launched a highly negative political campaign to
undermine my authority as President and
disrupt the operations of the FLSSAR.
Fact 4: The disruption campaign resulted in the
President General’s convening of a meeting in
Louisville to resolve the conflict. Despite the
efforts of certain ExCom members, I was again
confirmed as chairman of the 133rd National
Congress Steering Committee.
Fact 5: National Society made it known to us
that Florida’s bylaws were inconsistent and
required significant revision. I initiated the
process, and we are pleased to report
considerable progress has been made.
Fact 6: The revised bylaws will focus on the

needs of chapters and members rather than the
State Society. This will include the capability for
all Compatriots to attend State meetings
electronically. Other revisions will be proposed
that will strengthen the role of chapters in the
governance of the Society.
Fact 7: I am pleased to report that Planning for
the 133rd National Congress has progressed
well beyond expectations, and arrangements
are nearly complete more than 16 months
ahead of the Congress date.
Fact 8: At the annual meeting in May, please
support our efforts to prioritize the needs of
chapters and membership. It is vital that each
Compatriot in our Society from Pensacola to
Key West has a strong voice in the governance

of the FLSSAR through electronic attendance.
The Florida Society belongs to us all, not just a
select few who are able to attend meetings in
Orlando.
Thank you for being a member of the Florida
Society, and please understand that all
organizations undergo transitions at certain
times. If you have any questions, please
contact me at president@flssar.com. I look
forward to hearing from you.

In Patriotic Service,
Bernard W. Wolff, MPA
Florida Society, President

BIRTHDAYS
April
James R.
James W.
Cleveland
Harry
Harold
Robert
James
Robert
Lawrence
Matthew
David

Grayshaw
Honeywell
Branscum
Fuller
Ziegler
Abresch
Koontz
Anderson
Patterson
Overmyer
George

April 3
April 4
April 5
April 10
April 11
April 12
April 19
April 17
April 17
April 26
April 30

Our next meeting
When: Wednesday, April 20, 2022
Where: Dunedin Golf Club, 1050 Palm Blvd, Dunedin, FL 34698
Time: 11:30 A.M. for in person dining only.
Menu: Salad, Chicken Piccata, Potatoes, Seasonal Vegetables, Ice Cream
Sundae. Accompaniments: Rolls and Butter/ Iced Tea/coffee- Regular and
Decaf/ hot tea
Note: If you have any dietary restrictions or questions be sure to mention
them when you make your reservation
Cost: $25.00
Program- speaker – Education Program
For reservations contact Dillon Eversole at Dilloneversole97@gmail.com
or call 727-515-3364

Recessional
Until we meet again, let us remember our
obligations to our forefathers, who gave
us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an
independent Supreme Court, and a nation
of free men.

The Sons of the American Revolution is
a historical, educational and patriotic
non-profit, United States 501 (c) 3
corporation that seeks to maintain and
extend (1) the institution of American
freedom, (2) an appreciation for true
patriotism, (3) a respect for our national
symbols, (4) the value of American
citizenship, and (5) the unifying force of
e pluribus unum that has created, from
the people of many nations, one nation,
and one people. We do this by
perpetuating the stories of patriotism,
courage, sacrifice, tragedy, and triumph
of the men who
achieved the independence of the
American people in the belief that these
stories are universal ones of man’s
eternal struggle against tyranny,
relevant to all time, and will inspire and
strengthen each succeeding generation
as it too is called upon to defend our
freedom on the battlefield and in our
public institutions.

