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Our Inspiration is from the Past, 
Our Duty is in the Present, 
Our Hope is in the Future. 
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From the President 

 

 
Compatriots,  

 

I reread the President’s Message from 

last April’s Newsletter. Then President 

Bob Anderson talked about the COVID 

virus and how we had to suspend our 

in-person meetings. At that time, we 

had no idea when we would be able to 

meet again. 

 

With a degree of normalcy, we held 

our March meeting at the Dunedin Golf 

Club with 24 members in attendance, 

and more members on Zoom. We are 

still learning how to use all the 

technology to make this hybrid 

meeting possible, and the Golf Club 

was in the process of repairing its 

screens. There are several moving parts 

to making it work, and it is a work in 

progress. My apologies for anyone who 

found it disruptive. I visited the club 

this morning, their repairs are almost 

completed, and future meetings should 

be better. 

 

Since many of our members are now 

vaccinated against COVID, our Board 

of Governors voted to have another 

hybrid meeting in April. Those who are 

vaccinated and feel comfortable 

coming to an in-person meeting are 

cordially invited to attend our next 

meeting on April 21 at the Dunedin 

Golf Club. For those who have not yet 

been vaccinated, or who feel 

uncomfortable coming to an in-person 

meeting at this time, we will again 

offer a zoom meeting as an option.  

 

I was interested to read in the paper 

about the American Revolutionary War 

encampment to be held on Saturday 

April 24, 2021 on the west side of the 

Dunedin History Museum in Dunedin. 

It sounds like a fun event. I plan to stop 

by to see the encampment. 

For details see 

https://www.tbnweekly.com/north_cou

nty/article_218e5d12-8e42-11eb-b2e9-

0f2cc81b5786.html 

 

 

Yours in patriotism, 

 

Jim Grayshaw 

 

https://www.tbnweekly.com/north_county/article_218e5d12-8e42-11eb-b2e9-0f2cc81b5786.html
https://www.tbnweekly.com/north_county/article_218e5d12-8e42-11eb-b2e9-0f2cc81b5786.html
https://www.tbnweekly.com/north_county/article_218e5d12-8e42-11eb-b2e9-0f2cc81b5786.html


March’s Meeting 

The Clearwater Chapter of the Florida 

Society SAR held its Regularly Scheduled 

Meeting on Wednesday, March 17, 2021 in 

person at the Dunedin Country Club and by 

ZOOM, beginning at 11:30 a.m. President 

Jim Grayshaw presided. There were 24 

members and guests in attendance, not 

including those that were on Zoom. 

 

President Grayshaw called the meeting to 

order, and the Invocation was given by 

Chaplain George Youstra.  President 

Grayshaw asked Larry Patterson to lead 

members in reciting the Pledge to the Flag of 

the United States of America, and Bob 

Anderson to lead in the Pledge to the Sons of 

the American Revolution, and he then led 

the group in the singing of “God Bless 

America”. 

 

President Grayshaw then introduced our 

officers and past presidents, including our 

NSSAR Trustee and Patriot Medal Winners.   

 

President Grayshaw said that we all are 

deeply saddened by the death of compatriot 

Bob Brotherton from Covid19. He will be 

missed.  

 

President Grayshaw then recessed the 

meeting for lunch. 

 

After lunch, our Chaplain, George Youstra, 

gave a moving memorial prayer for our 

deceased 1st Vice President, Bob Brotherton. 

 

President Grayshaw mentioned that Kevin 

MacFarland was to have been the guest 

speaker, but due to family matters was 

unable to do so. President Grayshaw 

announced the he would speak on John 

Murray, the 4th Earl of Dunmore, and the last 

Colonial Governor of Virginia.  

 

 
 

John Murray was born in Scotland, the eldest 

son of William Murray. During John 

Murray’s early years, he and his father 

joined Charles Edward Stuart, Bonnie Prince 

Charles, whose Jacobite army was defeated a 

year later by the Hanoverians.  After his 

father received a conditional pardon, John 

Murray joined the British Army to make a 

living.  When his uncle and father died, he 

became the 4th Earl of Dunmore. In 1770 

was appointed governor of the province of 

New York. Subsequently, when Governor 

Norborne Berkeley passed away, he was 

appointed governor of the Province of 

Virginia where he served from 1771 to 1776. 

In 1774, John Murray directed a series of 

campaigns with the militia against the 

Indians which came to be known as Lord 

Dunmore’s war. The result of the campaign 

was to strengthen Virginia’s claim in the 

west.  

 



As time went on more conflicts arose in the 

colony and with the Colonial Assembly.  As 

an aside, Jim mentioned that though all 

colonists were required to have arms to 

protect themselves, the fact was that not 

everyone had a firearm and a supply of gun 

powder.  In colonial Williamsburg gun 

powder was stored in a separate building 

known as a “powder house”, due to the gun 

powder being very volatile. When the 

conflict started to arise with the militia and 

the colonial government Lord Dunmore had 

the gun powder removed from the 

Williamsburg magazine, the Virginia Militia 

heard this was about to take place and moved 

to stop the removal.  When Patrick Henry 

and the militia arrived, they found that the 

Williamsburg magazine was empty and the 

gunpowder had been removed, this became 

known as the gunpowder incident.  

 

During this time Lord Dunmore moved his 

family from the governor’s mansion, and 

subsequently moved himself, to his hunting 

lodge and then with matters getting worse 

they took refuge on a British warship in the 

York River. 

 

With the conflict with the Patriots ongoing, 

and after taking refuge on the warship 

Dunmore made an offer of emancipation 

where he offered freedom to slaves if they 

abandoned their Patriot masters and joined 

the British army. This became known as 

Dunmore’s Proclamation, and resulted in 

and estimated 800 to 2000 slaves seeking 

refuge with the British. These black loyalists 

became known as the Ethiopian Regiment. 

With these troops Lord Dunmore won one 

battle but lost decisively at the Battle of 

Great Bridge, after which he loaded his 

British troops on ships and left for New 

York. 

 

After moving to New York Lord Dunmore 

went back to Great Britain where he 

presented a bill to the crown for what he had 

lost in the Americas, including a house in 

Williamsburg, a plantation in York County, 

over 3,400 acres in what is now West 

Virginia, 51,000 acres on Otter Creek on the 

eastern shore of Lake Champlain, and 

3,700,00 acres which represented his share 

of the Illinois-Wabash Company’s claim on 

the Wabash River in modern Indiana.  It is 

interesting that the crown paid for all his 

losses apart from the 3.7 million acres of 

land in Indiana.  

 

After his return to Britain, Dunmore was 

appointed as governor of the Bahamas where 

he served and until 1796. 

 

President Grayshaw, then asked Bob 

Anderson to come up, and presented him 

with a Certificate of Appreciation for 

stepping in and presenting the program last 

month.  
 

 
 

President Grayshaw then asked our new 



second vice president, Walter Arnold, to 

come up and presented to him with the 

Lafayette Volunteer Service Award, which 

was given him by NSSAR. This award is 

given to an individual for volunteer service 

performed at the NSSAR Headquarters in 

Louisville, KY or other, significant volunteer 

work as determined by the President 

General. The award is presented when forty 

(40) hours of volunteer service have been 

accumulated. Walter had written Patriot 

profiles for all members of the Clearwater 

Chapter. 

   

 
 

Jim then said that, because of COVID 

preventing in-person meetings, we had not 

previously inducted Walter into the Society. 

He then inducted him, and his sponsor, Parks 

Honeywell, presented him with the Society’s 

rosette. The members present, as is tradition, 

then came up and welcomed him.  

 

  

President Grayshaw then announced we are 

now planning to have in-person and Zoom 

meeting next month at the April 21 meeting.  

He also announced the Board of Governors 

would meet on Monday April 19 at 11 a.m. 

via Zoom. 

 

President Grayshaw then said if there was no 

further business the meeting would be 

adjourned.  

 

Following the Benediction by Compatriot 

George Youstra, where he said we all needed 

to keep the Brotherton family in our prayers, 

we recited the SAR Recessional led by 

President Grayshaw.  The meeting was 

adjourned at 2 P.M. 
 

Submitted by Larry Patterson, Secretary  
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************************* 

New Members 

 
 Stephanie, Patrick, Jack, and Ryan Booth 

 
James, Christine, Sara, James, Daphne and 
Jason Booth 

 

 

We welcome our new 
members 
 
 

Announcements:  

Ladies Auxiliary 
CLEARWATER CHAPTER, 

FLORIDA STATE 

SOCIETY 
 



The Ladies Auxiliary is still collecting 
magazines and books for veterans.  Due 
to the COVID-19 virus we have 
expanded our project. We now give 
magazines and books directly to 
veterans that we know.  We then put 
extra books in the FREE LIBRARIES 
around the Palm Harbor / Dundein area. 
If you know of a veteran who has a 
special interest in reading materials let 
us know.  If you know of any FREE 
LIBRARIES in our area that we are not 
aware of please call Margaret Harris at 
727-784-4297. This is a great 
community service project. Every year 
we give out more magazines and books 
than the year before. Thank you for your 
donations. You can bring magazines and 
books to SAR meetings (when meetings 
are held in person) or give them to any 
officer and the officer can bring them to 
my house in Palm Harbor.  Thanks in 
advance. 

 
We are collecting yarn of any kind to 
give to our knit club ladies who make the 
lap robes and afghans for veterans.  We 
also put an afghan in our monthly Ladies 
Raffle basket when the Clearwater SAR 
meets in person.  We put an afghan in 
the BOM baskets that we send to the 
state Ladies raffle project. So, if you are 
cleaning out your closets, we can use 
the scrap yarn you don't need. 
 
As always can use gift baskets (they do 
not have to be new) for our local and 
state raffle projects. 
 

The Ladies Auxiliary appreciates all the 
work that the Clearwater SAR does for 
our community and state. 
 
Margaret Harris 

********************************** 

Schedule of Meetings 

     

Board of Governors Membership 

     

   

   

   
19 April  21 April 

17 May  19 May 

     

13 September  15 September 

18 October  20 October 

15 November  17 November 

13 December  15 December 
 

2020 Meeting Schedule  

Clearwater Chapter, SAR  

 

All meetings will be held via Zoom until 

further notice. 

 Membership Luncheon Meetings at 12 Noon 

(meetings are on the third Wednesday of the 

month or as noted above),  
  

Board of Governors meetings at 11 a.m. 

  

 (meetings are on the Monday before the 

regular meeting or as noted above) 

************************* 



 

Links & Resources: 
 

Our Chapter website: 

http://clearwatersar.org/ 

Our Chapter Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/SARCl

earwater/ 

 

SAR National website : 

https://www.sar.org/ 

SAR Florida website: 

http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/

Tabs.asp 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  
 
Harry W Fuller  
Historian/Publicist 
 
Gentlemen,  
 
Here is the link for the Patch article 
about the March meeting. 
 
https://patch.com//florida/dunedin/sons-
american-revolution-hold-march-
meeting-nodx 
 
We will be able to digitize and preserve 
our historical materials by using the 
equipment at the Heritage Studio at the 
Clearwater Library. This year is our 70th 
anniversary as a chapter and that I will 
be sending that information by press 
release to several local media outlets. 
 
 
 

http://clearwatersar.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.sar.org/
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp
https://patch.com/florida/dunedin/sons-american-revolution-hold-march-meeting-nodx
https://patch.com/florida/dunedin/sons-american-revolution-hold-march-meeting-nodx
https://patch.com/florida/dunedin/sons-american-revolution-hold-march-meeting-nodx


Books about the 

Revolution   
 

 

 
 

• Publisher : University of Pennsylvania 
Press (October 23, 2020) 

• Hardcover : 304 pages 

 

Occupied America chronicles the everyday 
experience of ordinary people living under military 
occupation during the American Revolution. 

In Occupied America, Donald F. 
Johnson chronicles the everyday 
experience of ordinary people living 

under military occupation during the 
American Revolution. Focusing on day-
to-day life in port cities held by the 
British Army, Johnson recounts how 
men and women from a variety of 
backgrounds navigated harsh 
conditions, mitigated threats to their 
families and livelihoods, took advantage 
of new opportunities, and balanced 
precariously between revolutionary and 
royal attempts to secure their allegiance. 

Between 1775 and 1783, every large 
port city along the Eastern seaboard fell 
under British rule at one time or another. 
As centers of population and commerce, 
these cities—Boston, New York, 
Newport, Philadelphia, Savannah, 
Charleston—should have been bastions 
from which the empire could restore 
order and inspire loyalty. Military rule's 
exceptional social atmosphere initially 
did provide opportunities for many 
people—especially women and the 
enslaved, but also free men both rich 
and poor—to reinvent their lives, and 
while these opportunities came with 
risks, the hope of social betterment 
inspired thousands to embrace military 
rule. Nevertheless, as Johnson 
demonstrates, occupation failed to bring 
about a restoration of imperial authority, 
as harsh material circumstances forced 
even the most loyal subjects to turn to 
illicit means to feed and shelter 
themselves, while many maintained ties 
to rebel camps for the same reasons. As 
occupations dragged on, most residents 
no longer viewed restored royal rule as a 
viable option. 



As Johnson argues, the experiences of 
these citizens reveal that the process of 
political change during the Revolution 
occurred not in a single instant but 
gradually, over the course of years of 
hardship under military rule that forced 
Americans to grapple with their 
allegiance in intensely personal and 
highly contingent ways. Thus, according 
to Johnson, the quotidian experience of 
military occupation directly affected the 
outcome of the American Revolution. 
 

 
• Publisher : Westholme Publishing; 1st 

edition (December 3, 2020) 

• Hardcover : 392 pages 

Redcoats. For Americans, the word 
brings to mind the occupying army that 
attempted to crush the Revolutionary 
War. There was more to these soldiers 
than their red uniforms, but the 
individuals who formed the ranks are 
seldom described in any detail in 
historical literature, leaving unanswered 
questions. Who were these men? Why 
did they join the army? Where did they 
go when the war was over? 

 
    In Noble Volunteers: The British 
Soldiers Who Fought the American 
Revolution, Don N. Hagist brings life to 
these soldiers, describing the training, 
experiences, and outcomes of British 
soldiers who fought during the 
Revolution. Drawing on thousands of 
military records and other primary 
sources in British, American, and 
Canadian archives, and the writings of 
dozens of officers and soldiers, Noble 
Volunteers shows how a peacetime 
army responded to the onset of war, how 
professional soldiers adapted quickly 
and effectively to become tactically 
dominant, and what became of the 
thousands of career soldiers once the 
war was over.  

 
    In this historical tour de force, 
introduced by Pulitzer Prize winner Rick 
Atkinson, Hagist dispels long-held 
myths, revealing how remarkably diverse 
British soldiers were. They represented 
a variety of ages, nationalities, and 
socioeconomic backgrounds, and many 
had joined the army as a peacetime 



career, only to find themselves fighting a 
war on another continent in often brutal 
conditions. Against the sweeping 
backdrop of the war, Hagist directs his 
focus on the small picture, illuminating 
the moments in an individual soldier’s 
life—those hours spent nursing a fever 
while standing sentry in the bitter cold, or 
writing a letter to a wife back home. 
What emerges from these vignettes is 
the understanding that while these were 
“common” soldiers, each soldier was 
completely unique, for, as Hagist writes, 
“There was no ‘typical’ British soldier.”  

****************************************** 

 
 

● Publisher : University of Virginia Press; 
Illustrated edition (June 4, 2019) 

Hardcover : 520 pages 

 

George Washington’s life has been 
scrutinized by historians over the past 
three centuries, but the day-to-day lives 
of Mount Vernon’s enslaved workers, 
who left few written records but made up 
90 percent of the estate’s population, 
have been largely left out of the story. 

In "The Only Unavoidable Subject of 
Regret," Mary Thompson offers the first 
comprehensive account of those who 
served in bondage at Mount Vernon. 
Drawing on years of research in a wide 
range of sources, Thompson brings to 
life the lives of Washington’s slaves 
while illuminating the radical change in 
his views on slavery and race wrought 
by the American Revolution. 

Thompson begins with an examination 
of George and Martha Washington as 
slave owners. Culling from letters to 
financial ledgers, travel diaries kept by 
visitors and reminiscences of family 
members as well as of former slaves 
and neighbors, Thompson explores 
various facets of everyday life on the 
plantation ranging from work to domestic 
life, housing, foodways, private 
enterprise, and resistance. Along the 
way, she considers the relationship 
between Washington’s military career 
and his style of plantation management 
and relates the many ways slaves 
rebelled against their condition. The 
book closes with Washington’s attempts 



to reconcile being a slave owner with the 
changes in his thinking on slavery and 
race, ending in his decision to grant his 
slaves freedom in his will. 

 

The 2021 Fraunces Tavern 

Museum award for the best 

book on the American 

Revolution written in 2020 was 

awarded to  

 

Mary Beth Norton, 1774: The 

Long Year of Revolution 

  

and Honorable Mention to 

 Nina Sankovitch, American 

Rebels: How the Hancock, Adams, 

and Quincy Families Fanned the 

Flames of Revolution  

 

and Honorable Mention to 

 to Andrew Waters, To the End of 

the World: Nathanael Greene, 

Charles Cornwallis, and the Race 

to the Dan 

 

 

 

 

The Revolution 250 years ago 

1781 

 
16 April-5 June: patriots besiege Augusta, 

Georgia, and capture its strongest 

fortification after building Maham tower (see 

23 April) and mounting 6 pounders on it. 

Patriot losses during the siege number 40, 

loyalists 52 killed and 334 captured.  

 

23 April: Fort Watson, South Carolina (60 

miles northwest of Charleston on Santee 

River, at site now covered by waters of Lake 

Marion), and its British loyalists garrison of 

120 surrendered to patriots after latter 

adopted Col. Hezekiah Maham’s suggestion 

of erecting a log crib with platform on top 

from which riflemen could deliver plunging 

fire into the stockade area. This stratagem 

worked successfully on several later 

occasions.  

 

25 April: Greene, who after Guilford turned 

toward South Carolina instead of following 

Cornwallis toward Wilmington, North 

Carolina, advanced to Hobkirk’s Hill (just 

north of Camden), South Carolina. Lord 

Rawdon defending Camden chose to attack 

with only about half Greene’s strength of 

1,550; in a hard-fought battle British scored 

tactical victory, but afterward had to retreat 

toward Charleston. British casualties’ 

number 258 including 38 killed, Americans, 

260 including 18 killed.  

 

25 April: British, after adding 2,000 more 

troops to Arnold’s in Virginia, under overall 

command of Maj. Gen. William Phillips, 

attacked and defeated 1,000 patriot 



militiamen defending Petersburg, Virginia. 

Losses in killed and wounded were about 60-

70 on each side, and although the British 

refrained from burning the town they 

destroyed tobacco and shipping.  

 

27 April: British forces under Arnold 

attacked and scattered patriot militia at 

Osborne, Virginia, on James River 15 miles 

below Richmond, then destroyed patriot 

flotilla of two dozen ships preparing for 

operation in Hampton Roads area.  

 

29 April: General Lafayette sent by 

Washington with 1,200 Continentals to 

check British depredations in Virginia, 

reached Richmond 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

                         BIRTHDAYS 
   

   

 

April   

James R. Grayshaw April 3 

James W.  Honeywell April 4 

Cleveland E Branscum            April 5 

Harry Fuller  April 10 

Harold  Ziegler April 11 

Robert Abresch April 12 

Craig Pratt April 13 

Robert Anderson April 17 

Lawrence Patterson April 17 

James Koontz April 19 

Matthew Overmyer April 26 

Jack C. Burton April 29 
 

 

   

   
   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
 

   

   

   
   
   
   
   



  

 
 

  

  

  

Our next meeting  

 

Wednesday, April 21, 2021   
Where: Dunedin Golf Club, 1050 Palm Blvd, Dunedin, FL 34698 

Time: 11:30 A.M. 

Menu: Tossed salad, meat lasagna, vegetable medley, dessert; Accompaniments: 

Rolls and Butter/ Iced Tea/coffee- Regular and Decaf/ hot tea 

Note: If you have any dietary restrictions or questions be sure to mention them 

when you make your reservation 

Cost: $23.00  

 

and at 12:45 PM  

On Zoom - Check your email for a Zoom invitation 

 

Program- Speaker to be announced 

 

 
 



Recessional   

  

Until we meet again, let us remember our 

obligations to our forefathers, who gave 

us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an 

independent Supreme Court, and a nation 

of free men.  
  
 

 
 
 
The Sons of the American Revolution is 
a historical, educational and patriotic 

non-profit, United States 501 (c) 3 
corporation that seeks to maintain and 
extend (1) the institution of American 
freedom, (2) an appreciation for true 
patriotism, (3) a respect for our national 

symbols, (4) the value of American 
citizenship, and (5) the unifying force of 
e pluribus unam that has created, from 
the people of many nations, one nation, 
and one people. We do this by 
perpetuating the stories of patriotism, 

courage, sacrifice, tragedy, and triumph 
of the men who  
achieved the independence of the 
American people in the belief that these 
stories are universal ones of man’s 

eternal struggle against tyranny, 
relevant to all time, and will inspire and 
strengthen each succeeding generation 
as it too is called upon to defend our 
freedom on the battlefield and in our 

public institutions.   
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  
 

 
 


