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From the President

have COVID. We would not have been able
to have the January meeting at the Golf Club
even if we had wanted to do so.
I want to again thank our Registrar and
Genealogist Parks Honeywell for his
excellent presentation on nuclear power at
our January meeting. I thought he brought a
great degree of clarity to the subject. Our
Secretary, Larry Patterson, has included a
link in his minutes to the meeting which was
recorded. You can watch Parks’ presentation
and judge for yourself.

Compatriots,
I am sure that all of us are frustrated by our
inability to meet in person because of the
COVID virus. Zoom fills what would
otherwise be a void, but it is not as satisfying
as a face-to-face meeting. We cannot have
the across- the- table conversations we had at
the Dunedin Golf Club. As I said at the last
meeting, I look forward to being able to look
across a table and ask a fellow compatriot to
pass the bread. Your Board of Governors has
voted to continue to meet via Zoom until we
feel we can once again meet in person with a
degree of safety. The Board feels that the
status of the pandemic is still such that an inperson meeting is not advisable at this time.
To show the wisdom of that decision, I
learned today that the Dunedin Golf Club
was closed the week of January 18 to diners
as the manager, Chuck, and his entire staff

I also want to congratulate our Compatriot
Woody Weidemeyer for his article, “Do You
Have a Hessian Soldier in Your Tree?” It
was published in the Fall-Winter issue of
Germanic Genealogy Journal. It is a well
written, scholarly work that contains 51
endnotes. I am certain it took a lot of time,
effort, and research to write.
Our chapter is blessed with many talented
and accomplished members.
This month we celebrate the birthday of
George Washington, Commander-in-Chief

of the Continental Army and our first
President. He holds a special place in our
hearts as SAR members. Because of his
superb leadership during the Revolutionary
War and the sacrifices of our patriot
ancestors, we are a nation of free men and
women. Washington’s Birthday celebration
is a time to reflect and remember his superb
contributions to our great nation.
Because of the virus, our DAR partner,
Caledesi Chapter, has had to cancel its
Genealogical Seminar at the Dunedin
Library which they usually hold every
February. Our Color Guard has supported
this event over the years, and we have had a
table at the event for recruitment.
Our Chapter was represented at the DAR
January meeting on January 18, 2021 by 1st
Vice President Robert Brotherton and
Historian Harry Fuller. We thank both of
them for their efforts on behalf of our
chapter.
Yours in patriotism,
Jim Grayshaw

January’s Meeting
The Clearwater Chapter of the Florida
Society SAR held its Regularly
Scheduled Meeting on Wednesday,
January 20, 2020 at the Dunedin
Country Club and by ZOOM,
beginning at 11:30 a.m., President
James Grayshaw presided. There were
24 members and guests in attendance.
President Grayshaw called the meeting
to order. The Invocation was given by
Chaplain George Youstra, President
Grayshaw led members in reciting the
Pledge to the Flag of the United States
of America and the Pledge to the Sons
of the American Revolution. Past
President Bob Cundiff then led the
group in the singing of “God Bless
America”.
President Grayshaw then listed our
officers and past presidents, including
our NSAR Trustee and past Patriot
Medal Winners.
President Grayshaw said he did not
have any comments other than the
Board of Governors had discussed
meeting in person, but it was felt that
with Covid19 still increasing that it
would not be in the best interest of the
Chapter at this time. He noted this had

been with one objection. He also noted
we would be reviewing issue of in
person meetings at the next board
meeting as all wanted to meet again in
person as soon as it safely made sense.
He then asked 1st Vice President
Brotherton to introduce our speaker.
Compatriot Brotherton then introduced
Compatriot Parks Honeywell, saying
Parks would speak on the status of the
nuclear power industry, adding that he
had heard Parks presentation at the
recent St. Petersburg SAR meeting,
and it was excellent. It was noted that
per his resume Parks had spent thirtysix-year years in the nuclear power
industry with experience in design of
mechanical design of nuclear reactors,
operations, training, and consulting to
worldwide companies in 13 countries.
He was transferred to Dunedin in 1986
as general manager of a nuclear
consulting company he helped acquire.
This group was the leading consultant
on good operating practice in electric
utility power plants.
Parks joined the SAR Clearwater
Chapter upon arrival in Florida. He is
past president of the Chapter and
founding president and registrar of the
Thousand Islands Chapter of the SAR
New York Society. He currently is
registrar/genealogist in Clearwater,

chairman of the SAR Florida Society
Genealogy Committee and recently
was named vice president of the West
Central Region.
Parks then provided his presentation of
the past, present and future of the
Nuclear Power Industry, his
presentation included slides going over
where we are, the issues that has
resulted in the United States not
wanting to use nuclear power, storage
of nuclear waste, the positive use of it
in France and other countries, the
differences between the large nuclear
facilities that exist, and the more
compact nuclear reactors used by out
the U. S. Navy. All in all, it was an
exceptionally good presentation. For
those that would like to relook at it or
see the presentation for the first time
our Treasurer/Zoom Host Kevin
MacFarland has uploaded it to the
cloud and it can be viewed at the
following address:
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/pAt
dkDgaJE81vrOiile3HCqI5_kEWuj8ZNcpfHx_HwZz5X_H5MHaX
uCtszMie2N.jn6pvfMae-NIMwbE
enter Passcode: X&bU8sj#.
President Grayshaw thanked
Compatriot Honeywell and he was

shown a virtual Certificate of
Appreciation.
President Grayshaw then said if there
was no further business the meeting
would be adjourned.
Following the Benediction by
Compatriot George Youstra and the
reciting of the SAR Recessional led by
President Grayshaw, the meeting was
adjourned.
Submitted by Larry Patterson,
Secretary

Photographs of Attendees

New Members
Jack Bauer Booth
James Howard Booth
Jason Danger Booth
Patrick Daniel Booth
Ryan Alexander Booth

James Howard Booth II
Joel David Sorensen
Christopher Winslow Harper

We welcome our new
members

**********************************************

Announcements:
Our Speaker for February

A native of Detroit, Michigan, LCDR Kevin
MacFarland, NSCC, attended the University
of Michigan and the University of Detroit,
earning a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Computer Science/Mathematics with a
minor in Business Administration. His
professional life spanned 35 years in
Information Technology from computer
center operations, software development,
manufacturing operations management, and
business systems integration. MacFarland
retired after a long career with the Ford
Motor Company and relocated to Tampa,
Florida in 2014 to be near family. He served

as State Deputy (President) of the Michigan
Knights of Columbus, a volunteer
organization with 75,000 members in 320
local units.
MacFarland’s US Naval Sea Cadet Corps
assignments, starting in 2007, include roles
as the Recruiting, Operations and Executive
Officer of the Tomcat Squadron in Clinton
Township, Michigan. He then served as
Director for Sea Cadet Region 9-3, starting
the new Anchor Division unit located in
Harper Woods Michigan and serving as its
Charter Commanding Officer. He served as
Division Officer for divisions attending
Recruit Training at Great Lakes Recruit
Training Command and earned the Honor
Division Award. He also served as Executive
Officer Training Contingent for several
training evolutions at Fort Custer Training
Center.
In June 2017 he was appointed to command
the United States Naval Sea Cadet Corps
Suncoast Squadron, located at the United
States Coast Guard Air Station Clearwater,
in Clearwater, Florida for a 3-year term. In
2018, the Suncoast Squadron was ranked 9th
highest in the Nation. In April 2018, in
addition to his duties as CO, he was
appointed Director of the Naval Sea Cadet
Corps Region 6-1, which covers 11 units on
the Gulf Coast of Florida. In March 2019,
MacFarland was selected as Regional
Director of the Year for the US Naval Sea
Cadet Corps nationwide. MacFarland
commands the annual Sea Cadet Recruit
Training at MacDill AFB which teaches
young men and women the challenges and
rewards of military life.

A classically trained lyric tenor, MacFarland
serves as Principal Organist, Choirmaster,
and Director of Music at St. Anthony the
Abbot Catholic Church in Brooksville,
Florida.
He is the Treasurer of the Clearwater
Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution,
and was recently appointed SecretaryTreasurer of the St. Petersburg Chapter.

Ladies Auxiliary
CLEARWATER CHAPTER,
FLORIDA STATE
SOCIETY
The Ladies Auxiliary is still collecting
magazines and books for veterans. Due
to the covid-19 virus we have expanded
our project. We now give magazines and
books directly to veterans that we
know. We then put extra books in the
FREE LIBRARIES around the Palm
Harbor / Dundein area. If you know of a
veteran who has a special interest in
reading materials let us know. If you
know of any FREE LIBRARIES in our
area that we are not aware of please call
Margaret Harris at 727-784-4297. This is
a great community service project. Every
year we give out more magazines and
books than the year before. Thank you
for your donations. You can bring
magazines and books to SAR meetings
(when meetings are held in person) or
give them to any officer and the officer
can bring them to my house in Palm
Harbor. Thanks in advance.

We are collecting yarn of any kind to
give to our knit club ladies who make the
lap robes and afghans for veterans. We
also put an afghan in our monthly Ladies
Raffle basket when the Clearwater SAR
meets in person. We put an afghan in
the BOM baskets that we send to the
state Ladies raffle project. So, if you are
cleaning out your closets, we can use
the scrap yarn you don't need.
The Ladies Auxiliary is looking forward
to our members marching in the Belleair
Christmas Parade again as we have in
past years. We have invited the
Caladesi DAR Ladies to join us in the
parade this coming year. More
information will be announced as we get
closer to Christmas.
As always can use gift baskets (they do
not have to be new) for our local and
state raffle projects.
The Ladies Auxiliary appreciates all the
work that the Clearwater SAR does for
our community and state.
Margaret Harris

********************

Schedule of Meetings
Board of Governors

Membership

8 February
15 March
19 April
17 May

17 February
17 March
21 April
19 May

13 September
18 October
15 November
13 December

15 September
20 October
17 November
15 December

Links & Resources:
Our Chapter website:
http://clearwatersar.org/
Our Chapter Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/SARCl
earwater/
SAR National website :
https://www.sar.org/
SAR Florida website:
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/
Tabs.asp

2020 Meeting Schedule
Clearwater Chapter, SAR

All meetings will be held via Zoom until
further notice.
Membership Luncheon Meetings at 12 Noon
(meetings are on the third Wednesday of the
month or as noted above),
Board of Governors meetings at 11 a.m.

(meetings are on the Monday before the
regular meeting or as noted above)

*************************

Congratulations to Parks
Honeywell
Parks Honeywell has been appointed to fill
the unexpired term of RVP Dr. John
Goolsby. Parks is a superb historian and
genealogist, as well as long time SAR
member who is dedicated to our
organization. I’m sure you are familiar with

Parks through his presentations and other
services to the FLSSAR.

John S. Rhodes Jr. were funeral directors in
Clearwater also.

I’ve asked Parks to talk with Dr. Goolsby to
assess the status of the West Central region,
but I’m certain he would also appreciate
hearing from you.

Mr. Rhodes’ talk was about his history in
working with genealogy and researching the
records of Funeral Homes. Some funeral
homes open their records for research and
some do not. Those that do can have
valuable information for genealogy research.
The Caladesi Chapter of the DAR was
pleased that we attended their meeting
representing the SAR Clearwater Chapter.

Thank you for your continuing dedication to
the FLSSAR.
David Bussone
2020-2021
FLSSAR President

***********************
1st Vice President Robert
Brotherton

Caladesi DAR meeting

I, as Clearwater Chapter 1st VP, and
Historian/Publicist Harry Fuller, attended the
meeting of the Caladesi Chapter of the DAR
on January 18, 2021 at 11:30 A.M. We
represented the Clearwater Chapter at this
meeting. The speaker at the DAR meeting
was Mr. John S. "Jay" Rhodes III, of Rhodes
Funeral Directors of Clearwater. His
grandfather John S. Rhodes Sr. and father

John S. "Jay" Rhodes III, of Rhodes Funeral
Directors of Clearwater and 1st VP Robert
Brotherton

Our point total for 2020 was 1413. These
can be added to our point total for the
Americanism award.

Books about the
Revolution
Robert Brotherton, Beverly Entwisle, Regent of
Caladesi Chapter DAR, and Harry Fuller

********************

Harry W Fuller
Historian/Publicist
I sent the Clearwater Chapter's 2020
Earl Marlin publicity contest submission
to Hall Riediger, who officiates the
program.

•
•

Print Length: 304 pages
Publisher: University of Pennsylvania Press (February
14, 2019)

Elizabeth and Henry Drinker of
Philadelphia were no friends of the
American Revolution. Yet neither
were they its enemies. The

Drinkers were a merchant family
who, being Quakers and pacifists,
shunned commitments to both the
Revolutionaries and the British.
They strove to endure the war
uninvolved and unscathed. They
failed. In 1777, the war came to
Philadelphia when the city was
taken and occupied by the British
army.
Aaron Sullivan explores the British
occupation of Philadelphia,
chronicling the experiences of a
group of people who were
pursued, pressured, and at times
persecuted, not because they
chose the wrong side of the
Revolution but because they tried
not to choose a side at all. For
these people, the war was neither
a glorious cause to be won nor an
unnatural rebellion to be
suppressed, but a dangerous and
costly calamity to be navigated
with care. Both the Patriots and the
British referred to this group as
"the disaffected," perceiving
correctly that their defining feature
was less loyalty to than a lack of
support for either side in the
dispute, and denounced them as
opportunistic, apathetic, or even
treasonous. Sullivan shows how
Revolutionary authorities
embraced desperate measures in
their quest to secure their own
legitimacy, suppressing speech,
controlling commerce, and
mandating military service. In

1778, without the Patriots firing a
shot, the king's army abandoned
Philadelphia and the perceived
threat from neutrals began to
decline—as did the coercive and
intolerant practices of the
Revolutionary regime.
By highlighting the perspectives of
those wearied by and withdrawn
from the conflict, The
Disaffected reveals the
consequences of a Revolutionary
ideology that assumed the nation's
people to be a united and
homogenous front.

•
•

Print Length: 320 pages
Publisher: Yale University Press (February 26, 2019)

An important revisionist history that casts
eighteenth-century British politics and imperial
expansion in a new light.

In this bold debut work, historian James
M. Vaughn challenges the scholarly
consensus that British India and the
Second Empire were founded “in a fit of
absence of mind.” He instead argues
that the origins of the Raj and the largest
empire of the modern world were rooted
in political conflicts and movements in
Britain. It was British conservatives who
shaped the Second Empire into one of
conquest and dominion, emphasizing
the extraction of resources and the
subjugation of colonial populations.
Drawing on a wide array of sources,
Vaughn shows how the East India
Company was transformed from a
corporation into an imperial power in the
service of British political forces opposed
to the rising radicalism of the period. The
Company’s dominion in Bengal, where it
raised territorial revenue and maintained
a large army, was an autocratic bulwark
of Britain’s established order. A major
work of political and imperial history, this
volume offers an important new
understanding of the era and its global
ramifications.

•

Publisher : Westholme Publishing; 1st
edition (December 18, 2020)

•

Hardcover : 320 pages

The American Loyalist Regiment Led
by the Most Charismatic British
Commander of the War
The British Legion was one of the most
remarkable regiments, not only of the
American Revolution, but of any war. A
corps made up of American Loyalists, it
saw its first action in New York and then
engaged in almost every battle in the
Southern colonies. Led by a twenty-fouryear-old libertine who purchased his
commission to escape enormous

gambling debts, the Legion gained
notoriety for its ruthless tactics. Excelling
in “special operations,” they frequently
overwhelmed the Continental forces they
fought, becoming the most feared British
regiment of the war.
Banastre Tarleton and the Americans
he led have always been characterized
as brutal, immoral villains—most
recently in the movie, The Patriot. But
this study subverts our pre-conceived
notions of patriotism. The men who filled
the Legions ranks were not weak-willed
collaborators or treacherous renegades,
but free men as motivated by
conscience as the Patriots they battled.
Few were wealthy. None had a vested
stake in the British Government. Each
believed that in defending the Crown;
they were upholding the rule of law and
preserving individual liberty.
These men followed Banastre
Tarleton clear across America for years,
sacrificing not only their families and
homes but, in many instances, their
lives. Self-interest could not have
persuaded them to do this. Patriotism
and fidelity did. Relying on first-hand
accounts—letters, diaries, and
journals—War at Saber Point: Banastre
Tarleton and the British Legion is the
enthralling story of those forgotten
Americans and the young Englishman
who led them.
****************************************

The Revolution 245 years ago
1776

27 February: Congress resolved to
establish separate Middle and Southern
Departments of Continental Army,
former including New York through
Maryland and latter Virginia, the
Carolinas, and Georgia.
27 February: Loyalists force of 1,400
including 1,000 Scotch Highlanders,
advancing toward Wilmington in hope
of joining up with British Army force
under Clinton was ambushed at
Moore’s Creek Bridge, North Carolina,
about 15 miles north of Wilmington,
and then caught between patriot forces
in front and rear. In the fight at the
bridge, loyalists lost 50-70, patriots 2;
but afterward more than 850 loyalists
were taken prisoner.
************************************

We are currently seeking candidates for the
Florida Sons of Liberty Brigade Adjutant
position, expected to open in May 2021. If
you are interested, please contact Steve
Fields and/or Scott Breckenridge.

Adjutant shall become Vice Commander.
The new Commander shall name a new
Adjutant. In making his selection for new
Adjutants, the new Commander should
consider geographic diversity.

As a reminder, the pertinent section from the
FLSSAR Color Guard Handbook follows.

Scott Breckenridge
Secretary, Florida Society
Adjutant, Florida Sons of Liberty Brigade
Sons of the American Revolution
(904) 226-9420
sbreck61@gmail.com

The FLSSAR Color Guard Commander shall
be the head of the FLSSAR Color Guard.
The terms of FLSSAR Color Guard
Commanders have varied for multiple
reasons since its formation, but the standard
term of service as the FLSSAR Color Guard
Commander shall be two years. The
FLSSAR Color Guard Commander shall be
assisted by a Vice Commander and an
Adjutant. The Commander, Vice
Commander, and Adjutant are considered the
officers of the FLSSAR Color Guard, and
should attend as many state color guard
events as practicable.
The Vice Commander shall command the
FLSSAR Color Guard in the absence of the
commander. The Adjutant shall take
attendance, and perform other such
administrative tasks as assigned by the
Commander. In the absence of the
Commander and Vice Commander, the
Adjutant will command the Color Guard. In
the event that no FLSSAR Color Guard
Officer is in attendance, the host Chapter
Color Guard Commander will act as
commander at an event.
When the FLSSAR Color Guard
Commander steps down, he shall be
succeeded by the Vice Commander, and the

Financial Reports

BIRTHDAYS
February
David
Larry
Chuck
Kenneth W.
Hancher
Spehr
John
Charles
Robert S.
Ronald L.
Jonathan
Danny R.
Anthony
Collier
Russell

Leonard
Hosmer
Kerr
Helm
Boyd
Kurt
Garrity
Allen
Cundiff
Steiger
Vincent
Hooper
Bernardi
Cundiff
Pebworth

February 1
February 2
February 2
February 3
February 5
February 6
February 7
February 7
February 8
February 12
February 14
February 21
February 21
February 25
February 26

Our next meeting
Wednesday, February 17, 2021 at
12 Noon
On Zoom
Program- Speaker will be LCDR Kevin MacFarland,
NSCC, who will speak about the United States Naval
Sea Cadets Corps, Suncoast Squadron
Check your email for an invitation

Recessional
Until we meet again, let us remember our
obligations to our forefathers, who gave
us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an
independent Supreme Court, and a nation
of free men.

The Sons of the American Revolution is
a historical, educational and patriotic
non-profit, United States 501 (c) 3
corporation that seeks to maintain and
extend (1) the institution of American
freedom, (2) an appreciation for true
patriotism, (3) a respect for our national
symbols, (4) the value of American
citizenship, and (5) the unifying force of
e pluribus unam that has created, from
the people of many nations, one nation,
and one people. We do this by
perpetuating the stories of patriotism,
courage, sacrifice, tragedy, and triumph
of the men who
achieved the independence of the
American people in the belief that these
stories are universal ones of man’s
eternal struggle against tyranny,
relevant to all time, and will inspire and
strengthen each succeeding generation
as it too is called upon to defend our
freedom on the battlefield and in our
public institutions.

