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From the President 

 
Compatriots, 

The Clearwater Chapter Color Guard will participate 

in the Bellair Christmas Parade on December 6, 

2020. Since so many members now have uniforms 

thanks to the initiative of Bob Brotherton, we should 

make a good appearance. We will assemble at 5pm 

at the Public Works Building at 1075 Ponce de Leon 

Blvd. The parade will begin at 5:30. This is a public 

parade and all members of the Clearwater Chapter 

and their families are invited. This is an outdoor 

event spread out just over a mile. It affords those of 

us who miss the camaraderie of the SAR an 

opportunity to participate in an event together that is 

fairly safe from exposure to COVID. I hope to see 

you there. To be safe, bring your masks. 

 

We will also participate in Wreaths Across America 

at the Dunedin Cemetery on Saturday, December 19 

at 11 AM. Our chapter has donated wreaths for the 

program. Again, this is an outdoor event, and all are 

welcome to participate 

 
On Wednesday, November 18, 2020 the chapter 

held our first in-person meeting at the Dunedin Golf 

Club since February of this year.  We had 24 

members and guests in person and 6 members 

attending via zoom. 

 

After welcoming the members, I commented that  

each November we recognize all Veterans, and 

asked each member that served in our Armed Forces 

to stand. 

 

Bob Brotherton, our 1st VP started the program by 

showing a video of his Grandson reciting the  

American Creed at the Washington meeting of the 

CAR last June 2019, followed by our speaker 

Robbie Robinson who spoke about the Battle of 

Bunker Hill and his analysis of the battle.  

 

The slate of Officers for 2021 was elected 

unanimously.  

 

The next BOG meeting will be on December 14, 

2020 via Zoom.  We must consider the 

circumstances of the COVID-19 virus and the 

Florida State guidelines and plan whether we will 

have in-person or Zoom meeting on December 16, 

2020. Currently I am thinking a Zoom meeting 

would be more prudent. 

 

 

Yours in patriotism, 

Bob Anderson 

***********************************  

Officers Elected at November 

2020 Meeting 

 
President:  James Grayshaw 

1st Vice President: Robert Brotherton 

2nd Vice President: Michael La Vean 

Treasurer: Kevin MacFarland 

Secretary: Larry Patterson  

Sergeant-at Arms: Russell Pebworth 



Registrar/Genealogist: Parks 

Honeywell  

Chaplain: George Youstra 

Historian/Publicist: Harry Fuller 

Governors –at- Large: Pat Niemann, 

Robert Anderson 

 

Installation to be held December 16, 

2020 
 

 

November’s 
Meeting 
 

The Clearwater Chapter of the Florida Society 
SAR held its Regularly Scheduled Meeting on 
Wednesday, November 18, 2020 at the 
Dunedin Country Club and by ZOOM, 
beginning at 11:30 a.m., President Robert 
Anderson presided. There were 25 members 
and guests in attendance. 
 
President Anderson called the meeting to order 
the Invocation was given by Chaplain George 
Youstra. President Bob Anderson led members 
in reciting the Pledge to the Flag of the United 
States of America and the Pledge to the Sons 
of the American Revolution. Treasurer Kevin 
MacFarland, via zoom, then led the group in the 
singing of “God Bless America”. 
 
President Anderson was adorned in his 
Scottish Clan Kilt and Regalia, he then 
explained meaning of parts of his uniform after 
which he put on his Veterans Hat and then his 
Tricorn Hat, saying as we can see he wears 
many hats. 

 
President Anderson 

 
President Robert Anderson then listed our 
officers and past presidents, including our 
NSAR Trustee past Patriot Medal Winners.   
 
President Anderson then said he was pleased 
to welcome our members joining via zoom.  He 
stated that although he is aware that we have 
all been affected by the COVID-19 virus, he has 
not heard of any of our compatriots who have 
been ill due to the virus. 
 
He reminded us that the Dunedin Golf Club 
expects us to conform to their house rules and 
therefore we will wear masks when not eating 
and will maintain social distancing. 
 
The chapter is functioning well due to the 
efforts of the Board of Governors and various 
committees. 
 
In November the chapter votes for the officers 
of the chapter who will serve in the following 
year, President Anderson then announced the 
slate of officers selected by the Board of 
Governors, saying the following members have 



been nominated and have indicated that they 
will serve. 
 
James Grayshaw          President 
Robert Brotherton          1st Vice President 
Michael LaVean          2nd Vice President 
Kevin MacFarland          Treasurer 
Larry Patterson          Secretary 
Russell Pebworth          Sergeant-at-Arms 
Parks Honeywell          Registrar/Genealogist 
George Youstra          Chaplain 
Pat Niemann/                   Governors-at-Large 
Robert Anderson . 
 

He then asked if there were any nominations 
from the floor or zoom, he repeated the request 
three times as required by the By-laws.  Then 
on a motion by Pat Niemann to accept the slate 
and a second by Harry Fuller, the slate of 
officers was unanimously approved. 
 
Margaret Harris from the Ladies Auxiliary then 
asked to speak and said that the Ladies 
Auxiliary dues, which are not due until 
February, are only $10.00.  She then explained 
some of things the Ladies Auxiliary do, 
including the baskets used for 50/50 drawing. 
 
President Anderson then asked Kevin 
MacFarland to report on finances, Kevin then 
gave his report regarding the bank accounts for 
June and July. He noted that copies had been 
sent out to the board members of the 
Clearwater's SAR.  Kevin also advised that 103 
members had paid their dues, being 68%. 
 
We then adjourned for lunch. 
 

After lunch First Vice President Bob Brotherton 
showed a short video of his 10-year-old 
grandson, Nicolas Brotherton, leading the SAR, 
DAR, and CAR in the American’s Creed at the 
Washington Country Club for George 
Washington’s Birthday party in Washington, 
DC.     
 

 
Bob Brotherton 

 
After the video Bob introduced retired Col., 
USAF Garald K. Robinson (Robbie) who spoke 
about the Battle of Bunker Hill.  Robbie served 
as an F-111 fighter pilot in NATO and was a 
test pilot at Edwards AFB.  He was a program 
manager for developing the F-22 Raptor’s 
engine and its training systems.  
 

 
Robbie Robinson 

 
Robbie then gave us a very informative 
presentation and talk (with slides) of what 
became known as the Battle at Bunker Hill. The 
talk included information relating to what led up 
to these battles, including the British Stamp tax 
and other taxes which became known as the 
intolerables, the Boston tea party and other 
acts of rebellion caused by the British’s taxing 
the colonies without representation. He also 
talked about the number of rebel troops and 
British regulars involved, the British Naval ships 
and the officers and leaders on both sides.  
What was also interesting was the battles for 
the most part took place on Breed’s Hill not 



Bunker Hill and that the battle was three 
separate attacks, with the last actually resulting 
in a British victory, but at a great cost.  In all it 
was interesting and informative presentation. 
 

 

 
Robbie Robinson 

 
President Anderson then thanked Col. 
Robinson and said a certificate of appreciation 
would be sent to him. 
 

 
President Anderson and Robbie Robinson 

 
President Anderson then said that he had a 
number of awards he wanted to present that 

had been given out at the last State BOM 
meeting but had not been presented due to 
COVID-19.  The first was to Pat Niemann who 
received from the state a Certificate of 
Distinguished Service, a Certificate of 
Appreciation, a Meritorious Service Medal and 
2 Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters to the Roger 
Sherman Medal.  It was note Pat was also 
given the Patriot Medal. 
 

 
President Anderson with Past President Pat Niemann 

 
Bob then asked Jim Grayshaw to come up and 
he was presented by Pat Niemann a Certificate 
for Distinguished Service as President for the 
year 2019.  
 

 
James Grayshaw and Pat Niemann 

 

Though not present Parks Honeywell was 
recognized as having received a Certificate of 
Appreciation for being on NSSAR OAS, a 
Meritorious Service Medal & Certificate for his 
work as Chairman on the FLSSAR OAS 
committee, Liberty Medal for 2019 and 2020, 
Pat Niemann saying this was I believed the 17th 



that Parks received for his work in bringing in 
new members, and a Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster 
to Silver Roger Sherman Medal. 
 
James L Gibson Jr., though not present, was 
recognized for his work with FLSSAR Color 
Guard and given a Bronze Oak Leaf to the 
Roger Sherman Medal. 
 
Robert Stanley Cundiff was given a Certificate 
of Appreciation by FLSSAR for his work on the 
State Habitat for Humanity committee. 
 
Danny Robert Hooper was given by FLSSAR 2 
Oak Leaves to Roger Sherman Medal. 
 
President Anderson called upon Cary Martin to 
accept a certificate of appreciation for 
committee work, and Woody Weidemeyer for 
his excellent presentation on the Hessians at 
the February meeting. 
 
 

 
Woody Weidemeyer and President Anderson 

 

 
Cary Martin and President Anderson 

 
President Anderson then asked Gil Abernathy 
to come up, Gil was a new member attending 
his first Clearwater SAR meeting and was 
inducted into the Chapter, after which, as 
custom, the members came up and greeted 
him. 
 

 
Gil Abernathy and President Anderson 

 
President Anderson, made announcement of 
the next meetings and then said if there was no 
further business the meeting would be 
adjourned  
 
Following the Benediction by Compatriot 
George Youstra and the reciting of the SAR 
Recessional led by President Anderson.  The 
meeting was adjourned. 

 

  

  
Submitted by Larry Patterson,  
Secretary  



Photographs from the 
meeting 
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Veterans  

 
Pat Niemann presented the Bronze Good 
Citizenship Medal to Bill Monfort on his 104th 
birthday at the Landmark ALF.  Mr. Monfort 
served aboard the destroyer USS Mahan 
during WWII in the Pacific Theater. Mr. Monfort 
survived two kamikaze attacks while serving on 
the USS Mahan. 
 

 

A Veteran Day Message 
 

Dear Brother Compatriots:  

 

This is in response to the Commander's current 

request for personal information from Veteran 

members: Five years after conclusion of World War 

II, North Korea invaded South Korea. A family 

friend that had recently graduated from West Point 

and assigned to duty in south Korea was killed in the 

initial invasion. I was 16 at the time. I tried to enlist 

but was placed on hold until reaching 17 and 

completion of High School. The day after 

graduation I was accepted in the Navy. I served in 

the US Navy during the remainder of Korean War. I 

enlisted in 1951 at age 17, enjoyed Boot Camp at 



NATTC Bainbridge Md. and was assigned for 

aviation training at NAS Jacksonville FL.  

 

Upon completion of Airman's Prep. School, I was 

sent to NAS Memphis TN for training as an aviation 

mechanic. (While in Memphis I was a member of an 

enlisted men's chorus that sang on the local" This is 

Your Navy Radio Show”). Upon graduation from 

Mech School in early 1952, I was assigned to 

Squadron VX 4 at NAS Patuxent River Md. We 

maintained and crewed PB1 W Aircraft, the Navy 

version of the B 17 flying fortress. My squadron was 

the first to pierce the eye of a Hurricane (before my 

time in 1946). We flew experimental flights in all 

weather conditions and followed storms up the 

Atlantic Coast. (I have posted photos of our planes 

on face book) In June 1952, VX 4 was 

disestablished and we were redesignated Airborne 

Early Warning Squadron 2 (V W 2) under command 

of the Atlantic Fleet Airforce... This was the pioneer 

AEW squadron.  

 

In the Navy. We continued to fly the B 17s in blue 

until they were traded in for Constellations and 

finally Super Constellation aircraft. We flew Eastern 

Air Defense covering the Coast from Cuba to 

Iceland; and the squadron was employed with 

NATO operation Mainbrace in Europe in 1953. 

Working with the Aircraft carrier, " FDR ", the 

squadron was referred to as the "eyes and ears of the 

Fleet". Primary duties were for Airborne Early 

Warning and Weather reconnaissance. We were also 

the initial Hurricane Hunter Squadron in the Navy. 

While I was not deployed to the Pacific where the 

battle was raging, our assignment to NATO forces 

carried responsibilities of protecting our Atlantic 

Coast.  

 

In late 1953, I spent nearly 4 months as a patient in 

US Naval Hospital, Bethesda, Md., after which, I 

returned to my squadron. The Korean War ended in 

1953 and I served in that squadron until receiving an 

Honorable Discharge with a 10 % disability rating. 

In June 1954, the Navy downsized and I was sent to 

the US Naval Receiving Station, Washington DC. 

where I received my release and return to civilian 

life.  

 

Having the GI Bill, I enrolled in the Pre-Law course 

at the University of Maryland. After graduation at 

Maryland, I did graduate studies at the University of 

Florida; and in 1961 I obtained my Juris Doctorate 

degree from Stetson University Law School. The GI 

Bill contributed to the first five years of my 

advanced education. For many years I served as 

Historian of my squadron Reunion Committee and I 

am a member of The Fleet Reserve in Annapolis, 

Md., the American Legion and the DAV. In 

Clearwater Florida. (in addition to the SAR and 

SUVCW). I have been very fortunate to receive 

excellent Medical care from the VA, especially from 

the VA Hospital at Bay Pines Florida. Without my 

Military Service and GI Bill, I would not have had 

the educational opportunities or availability of these 

medical advantages. I salute America for 

educational opportunities or availability of these 

medical advantages. I salute America for the care 

and opportunities afforded to its Veterans.  

 

Carleton L Weidemeyer 

  

 

 

 



New Members 

 
Gary Lee Davis  
 
I am a Florida native, born in St. 
Petersburg and earned my 
undergraduate degree in Computer 
Science from Florida State University.  I 
enlisted in the Florida National Guard in 
1998 and was commissioned a Second 
Lieutenant in the Field Artillery in 2000.  I 
earned my Master's Degree online with 
St. Leo University while serving in 
Afghanistan.  Since 2001 I have been 
employed with The Nielsen Company, 
doing hardware and software 
engineering related to radio, television 
and internet measurement.  I am a 
Rotarian, a parishioner at St. Ignatius of 
Antioch Catholic Church, and I am 
involved in the Boy Scouts of America 
with my wife and son. 
 
I acquired an interest in my family history 

thanks to my mother and my late 
grandmother, discovering that I have 
Field Artillerymen on both sides of my 
family, and an ancestor who served in 
the supply trains during the American 
Revolution.  
 
I believe it is important for Americans to 
embrace our shared heritage and the 
ideals embodied in our founding 
principles and I am happy to be joining 
the SAR. 
 
  
 

 
Gil Joseph Abernathy  
 

Married 38 years to Carol 
Abernathy.  We have 4 children Bryan 
and Daughter in-law Sarah, Lauren, and 
Alison.  Two grandchildren Nolan and 
Ross. Born on Long island NY and 
raised in Hamden CT.  We lived for 10 
years in Newport RI before relocating to 
Florida 16 years ago.  We currently 
reside in Belleair. 
 
After spending my life always looking 
forward to the next adventure, I have 
recently wanted to connect with my past 
and family heritage.  I am so deeply 



honored to become a member of this 
organization and forever grateful for 
those who had the foresight to serve the 
organization and make it available for 
late bloomers like myself. 
 
I am a former Price Waterhouse 
Coopers CPA.  I spent the better part of 
my life encouraging and supporting 
entrepreneurship, having worked with 
some of the most successful.  I 
graduated from 
Quinnipiac University with a degree in 
Accounting.  I hold a Master’s degree in 
Entrepreneurship from the University of 
South Florida. Besides my CPA 
certification I also am a license Annuity 
and Life as well as Real Estate agent.  I 
am a business, financial, retirement, and 
tax advisor with Barlas Financial and 
Bullseye Business Plan LLC. 
 
I always enjoy spending time with my 
family and close friends.  I love nature, 
hiking, climbing, film, and food of all 
kinds.   

 
OTHER NEW MEMBERS 
 
Jeremey Michael Davis  
 
Charles Alan Fowler 
 
********************************************** 

Facility Report  31 OCT – 06 NOV 

Don Shaw -Executive Director 

National Society Sons of the American 
Revolution 

809 West Main Street 

Louisville, Kentucky 40202 

 

• Staff continue to park in auxiliary 
parking lot, while our regular lot is 
under some construction, timetable 
looks December. 

• Software and equipment for 
elevator security has come in 
waiting for it to be scheduled for 
installation. 

• Construction continues on front 
façade (See pictures attached on 
progress) Almost all lower panels 
have now been replaced, waiting 
on glass installation 

• Annual Roof inspection was 
conducted, should be getting a 
quote for any preventative 
maintenance they suggest 

• Building and Statue are untouched 

 Façade of National Headquarters

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

Announcements:  

Ladies Auxiliary 
CLEARWATER CHAPTER, 

FLORIDA STATE 

SOCIETY 

 

Thank you to the ladies who paid 
their LASFLSSAR dues at the 
November 18, 2020 SAR 
meeting.  Marge Wetherbee, Lois 
MacFarland, Emily Anderson, 
Susan Grayshaw, and Margaret 
Harris, paid their dues for 2021. 
Dues are due Feb. 2021. 
 
If you have any questions, please 
let me know.  Dues were sent to: 
Laura Zavalia, Treasurer  
1648 Juipter Cove Drive, Apt 411 
Jupiter, FL 33469      phone 561-
701-1503   
 
If you want, you can send your $10. 
yearly dues directly to Laura 
Zavalia or give them to Margaret 
Harris. Please let Margaret know if 
you have already sent in your dues 
so your name will be in the 
Clearwater Chapter SAR directory. 
 
The ladies are always collecting 
items for the monthly gift basket 
and BOM baskets. Any item you 
have around the house would be 
appreciated. We also collect empty 
baskets, and yarn for the 
afghans and lap robes for 
veterans.   
 
Thanks, Margaret Harris 
 



******************** 

Schedule of Meetings 
 

December 14  Zoom 

December 16  (M) 
 

2020 Meeting Schedule  

Clearwater Chapter, SAR  

  

Board of Governors (C) 

Membership Meeting  (M) 

 

(M) Membership Luncheon Meetings at 11:30 

a.m. Dunedin Country Club, Palm Blvd, Dunedin  

(meetings are on the third Wednesday of the 

month or as noted above),  
  

Board of Governors meetings at 10:00 a.m. 

  

Countryside Library (C) 

2642 Sabal Springs Drive 

Clearwater, FL 

 (meetings are on the Monday before the 

Luncheon meeting or as noted above) 

 

************************* 

 

Links & Resources: 
 

Our Chapter website: 

http://clearwatersar.org/ 

Our Chapter Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/SARCl

earwater/ 

 

SAR National website : 

https://www.sar.org/ 

 

SAR Florida website: 

http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/

Tabs.asp 

 

 

New Life Members 

 

John M. Haynes 

Cleveland E. Branscum 

 

*********************** 

1st Vice President Robert  

Brotherton 

 
 
Reports from Bob Brotherton:   

 

Jim Gibson presented the SAR Eagle Scout 

Certificate of Recognition to his grandson 

http://clearwatersar.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.sar.org/
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp


Jan Thomas Gibson at his Eagle Court of 

Honor in N.C.    

 

 
Jan Thomas Gibson 

 

Color Guard 
 

The Clearwater Chapter Color Guard will participate 

in the Bellair Christmas Parade n December 6, 2020. 

Since so many members now have uniforms we 

should make a good appearance. We will assemble 

at 5pm at the Public Works Building at 1075 Ponce 

de Leon Blvd. The parade will begin at 5:30 and is 

just over a mile walk. All members of the 

Clearwater Chapter and their families are 

invited. 

 

***************************************** 

 

Pat Niemann receiving the Patriot Medal from Past 

National President Lindsey Brock at the October 

BOM In Orlando. 

 

 
 

Colonel Pat Niemann retired from the U.S. Army 

after 30 years of active duty. 

He served as an enlisted soldier for three years prior 

to attending the U.S. Army Infantry Officer’s 

Candidate School at Ft. Benning, Georgia.  

Pat’s various command and staff assignments 

include two combat tours in Vietnam where he 

served as an Advisor to a South Vietnamese Army 

Recondo Company and on a subsequent tour was 

assigned to a Special Operations Unit conducting 

cross border operations into Cambodia.   

He was the Commander, 519th Military Intelligence 

Battalion (Airborne), Ft. Bragg, NC and was the 

Commander, Brigade Task Force 525 (Airborne) 

during Operation Urgent Fury in Grenada.  

His staff assignments include being the S-2, 1st 

Brigade, 2nd Armored Division, Ft. Hood, TX; 

Executive Officer, 319th Military Intelligence 

Battalion (Airborne), Ft. Bragg, NC; Deputy G-2, 

XVIII Airborne Corps, Ft. Bragg, NC; and served 

on the Army Staff assigned to the Deputy Chief of 

Staff Intelligence.  

 

Pat’s joint service experience includes an 

assignment on a Battle Staff Team, U.S. European 

Command Airborne Command Post, RAF 

Mildenhall, England. 

 

He served as the Chief, Intelligence Directorate, and 

Chief, Current Operations, Operations Directorate, 

U.S. Central Command, MacDill AFB, FL and 

participated in Operation Desert Storm.   



Prior to retirement Pat served a joint service tour as 

the Director, Security and Counterintelligence, 

Defense Intelligence Agency.  

 

His awards and decorations include the Legion of 

Merit, Bronze Star w/V device, 2 OLC; Defense 

Meritorious Service Medal; Meritorious Service 

Medal 2 OLC; Air Medal w/V device, 7 awards; 

Joint Commendation Medal 1 OLC; Army 

Commendation Medal; Combat Infantryman’s 

Badge, Master Parachutist Badge, Army 

Aircrewman Badge, and Egyptian Parachutist 

Badge.  

 

Pat also earned the Canadian Parachutist Badge 

while on unit exchange duty with the Canadian 

Special Air Service Regiment, Petawawa, Canada.  

COL Niemann graduated from Pacific University, 

B.S. and Tarleton State University, M.S., and is a 

graduate of the National War College. After retiring 

from the Army, Pat worked for the Florida Attorney 

General’s Office and retired as a State Law 

Enforcement Captain.  

Besides various SAR Chapter offices, Pat has been a 

Chapter President, Regional Vice President, Senior 

Vice President, and President, Florida SAR.  

He has life membership in the American Legion; 

Disabled American Veterans; Veterans of Foreign 

Wars; Military Order of World Wars; and Military 

Officers Association of America. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Books about the 

Revolution   

“I cannot live without books…” 
Thomas Jefferson 

 

• Hardcover : 352 pages 

• Publisher : William Morrow; Illustrated 
Edition (February 11, 2020) 

• "Larson's elegantly written dual biography 
reveals that the partnership of Franklin and 
Washington was indispensable to the 
success of the Revolution." —Gordon S. 
Wood  

• Theirs was a three-decade-long bond 
that, more than any other pairing, would 
forge the United States. Vastly 
different men, Benjamin Franklin—an 
abolitionist freethinker from the urban 



north—and George Washington—a 
slaveholding general from the agrarian 
south—were the indispensable authors 
of American independence and the two 
key partners in the attempt to craft a 
more perfect union at the Constitutional 
Convention, held in Franklin’s 
Philadelphia and presided over by 
Washington. And yet their teamwork has 
been little remarked upon in the 
centuries since. 

• Illuminating Franklin and Washington’s 
relationship with striking new detail and 
energy, Pulitzer Prize–winning 
historian Edward J. Larson shows that 
theirs was truly an intimate working 
friendship that amplified the talents of 
each for collective advancement of the 
American project. 

• During the French and Indian War, 
Franklin supplied the wagons for 
General Edward Braddock’s ill-fated 
assault on Fort Duquesne, and 
Washington buried the general’s body 
under the dirt road traveled by those 
retreating wagons. After long supporting 
British rule, both became key early 
proponents of independence. Rekindled 
during the Second Continental Congress 
in 1775, their friendship gained historical 
significance during the American 
Revolution, when Franklin led America’s 
diplomatic mission in Europe (securing 
money and an alliance with France) and 
Washington commanded the Continental 
Army. Victory required both of these 
efforts to succeed, and success, in turn, 
required their mutual coordination and 
cooperation. In the 1780s, the two 
sought to strengthen the union, leading 
to the framing and ratification of the 
Constitution, the founding document that 
bears their stamp. 

• Franklin and Washington—the two most 
revered figures in the early republic—
staked their lives and fortunes on the 
American experiment in liberty and were 
committed to its preservation. Today the 
United States is the world’s great super-
power, and yet we also wrestle with the 
government Franklin and Washington 
created more than two centuries ago—
the power of the executive branch, the 
principle of checks and balances, the 
electoral college—as well as the wounds 
of their compromise over slavery. Now, 
as the founding institutions appear under 
new stress, it is time to understand their 
origins through the fresh lens of 
Larson’s Franklin & Washington, a major 
addition to the literature of the founding 
era. 

 

 
• Hardcover : 240 pages 

• Publisher : University of Virginia Press 
(September 15, 2020) 

 



George Washington may be the most 
famous American who ever lived, and 
certainly is one of the most admired. 
While surrounded by myths, it is no myth 
that the man who led Americans’ fight for 
independence and whose two terms in 
office largely defined the presidency was 
the most highly respected individual 
among a generation of formidable 
personalities. This record hints at an 
enigmatic perfection; however, 
Washington was a flesh-and-blood man. 
In First and Always, celebrated historian 
Peter Henriques illuminates 
Washington’s life, more fully explicating 
his character and his achievements. 

Arranged thematically, the book’s 
chapters focus on important and 
controversial issues, achieving a depth 
not possible in a traditional biography. 
First and Always examines factors that 
coalesced to make Washington such a 
remarkable and admirable leader, while 
also chronicling how Washington 
mistreated some of his enslaved 
workers, engaged in extreme 
partisanship, and responded with 
excessive sensitivity to criticism. 
Henriques portrays a Washington deeply 
ambitious and always hungry for public 
adoration, even as he disclaimed such 
desires. In its account of an amazing 
life, First and Always shows how, 
despite profound flaws, George 
Washington nevertheless deserves to 
rank as the nation's most consequential 
leader, without whom the American 
experiment in republican government 
would have died in infancy. 

**************************************** 

The Revolution 240 Years Ago 

1780  

4 December: At Rudgeley’s Mill, South 

Carolina, Col. William Washington’s 

cavalry used fake cannon to procure 

surrender of body of over 100 Tories in 

fortified log barn. 

 

20 December: Great Britain declared war on 

the Netherlands. 

 

28 December: Patriot group of 280 

Continental cavalry and mounted militia 

attacked 250 Loyalists at Hammond’s Store 

(near modern Newberry), South Carolina, 

killing or wounding 150 and capturing 40, 

and with related operations discouraged 

loyalist support of Cornwallis. 

 

30 December: British force of 1,200 under 

traitor (and now British Brigadier) Benedict 

Arnold arrived in Hampton Roads to begin 

raiding expeditions up the James River. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Financial Reports 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

                         BIRTHDAYS 
 
 
December   

John Garrity      December 1 
Greg Mandigo December 10 
John Haynes December 11 
David Wilson December 12 
Harold V. Miller December 21 
Vernon D. Freeman December 21 
David Nugent December 25 
John Osgood December 27 
Douglas Weatherby December 27 
Raymond Mandigo December 31 
Charles E. Brinnon December 31 

   

 
 
   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 
 
 



   
  

 

   
   
   

Our next meeting  

 

Wednesday, December 16, 2020 at  

12 Noon  

On Zoom 

 

Program- Installation of Officers 

 

Check your email for an invitation 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



West Point 

 

Cadet Prayer 

O God, our Father, Thou Searcher 

of Human hearts, help us to draw near to Thee 

in sincerity and truth. May our religion be 

filled with gladness and may our worship 

of Thee be natural. 

Strengthen and increase our admiration for 

honest dealing and clean thinking, and suffer 

not our hatred of hypocrisy and pretense ever 

to diminish. Encourage us in our endeavor to 

live above the common level of life. Make us 

to choose the harder right instead of the easier 

wrong, and never to be content with a half-

truth when the whole can be won. 

Endow us with courage that is born of loyalty 

to all that is noble and worthy, that scorns to 

compromise with vice and injustice and knows 

no fear when truth and right are in jeopardy. 

Guard us against flippancy and irreverence in 

the sacred things of life. Grant us new ties of 

friendship and new opportunities of 

service. Kindle our hearts in fellowship with 

those of a cheerful countenance, and soften 

our hearts with sympathy for those who 

sorrow and suffer. 

Help us to maintain the honor of the Corps 

untarnished and unsullied and to show forth in 

our lives the ideals of West Point in doing 

our duty to Thee and to our Country. 

All of which we ask in the name of 

the Great Friend and Master of all. 

AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

Recessional   

  

Until we meet again, let us remember our 

obligations to our forefathers, who gave 

us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an 

independent Supreme Court, and a nation 

of free men.  
  
The Sons of the American Revolution is 

a historical, educational and patriotic 
non-profit, United States 501 (c) 3 
corporation that seeks to maintain and 
extend (1) the institution of American 
freedom, (2) an appreciation for true 
patriotism, (3) a respect for our national 

symbols, (4) the value of American 
citizenship, and (5) the unifying force of 



e pluribus unam that has created, from 
the people of many nations, one nation, 
and one people. We do this by 

perpetuating the stories of patriotism, 
courage, sacrifice, tragedy, and triumph 
of the men who  
achieved the independence of the 
American people in the belief that these 

stories are universal ones of man’s 
eternal struggle against tyranny, 
relevant to all time, and will inspire and 
strengthen each succeeding generation 
as it too is called upon to defend our 
freedom on the battlefield and in our 

public institutions.   
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

 
 


