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From the President 

 
 

Compatriots, 

I am pleased to greet you, our members, after 

this long period of separation.  We have 

endured a stressful summer and trying times 

due Covid-19. 

 

My wife, Emily, and I spent most of the 

summer in our new summer home in 

Monmouth Beach NJ.  Our new community 

is between the Shrewsbury River at our back 

yard and the Atlantic Ocean one block from 

our front door. 

 

I have been sailing for 50 years and renewed 

my instructor status with US Sailing 

organization with the intention of teaching 

sailing with the Monmouth Boat Club on the 

Navesink River. It will be nice to be back on 

the water. 

 

Now that summer is over and we are back in 

Clearwater, we must reschedule our chapter 

activities. The September BOG and monthly 

meeting will be held via zoom.  Each month, 

we will assess the risk of meeting in person 

at the Dunedin Golf Club. 

 

The Caladesi Chapter of NSDAR has again 

invited members of our chapter to join them 

at Good Shephard Episcopal Church at 639 

Edgewater Drive, Dunedin on Sunday, 

September 20, 2020 at 10:00 AM to 

celebrate Constitution Sunday. 

Yours in patriotism, 

Bob Anderson 

   

 

 

May’s Meeting 
Due to government ordered social distancing caused 

by the coronavirus, the Clearwater Chapter of the 

Florida Society SAR held its Regularly Scheduled 

Meeting on Wednesday, May 20, 2020, beginning at 

12:00 p.m., by ZOOM.  President Robert Anderson 



presided. There were 15 members and guests in 

attendance. 

 

 
 

 

President Anderson called the meeting to order 

announcing that this was our first regular meeting by 

ZOOM, The Invocation was given by Chaplain 

George Youstra President Bob Anderson led 

members in reciting the Pledge to the Flag of the 

United States of America and the Pledge to the Sons 

of the American Revolution. Past President Bob 

Cundiff then led the group in the singing of “God 

Bless America”. 

 

President Robert Anderson then listed our officers 

and past presidents, including our NSAR Trustee 

past Patriot Medal Winners.  There was one visiting 

SAR member, Doug Fitz from Jefferson City, 

Missouri.  

 
President Anderson thanked everyone for their 

support and said as President, he thinks of himself as 

the Captain of a team,  

 

“Our team of elected Officers, Our “Team 2020”. 

 

My goal in the remainder of the year is to include 

more members in the operation of the Chapter.  I 

would like each committee to have an additional 

committeeman to participate and become a back-up 

for the chairman. 

 

In addition to recognizing our team of Past 

Presidents, and in order to recognize our committee 

chairmen, I will ask each person to stand and briefly 

explain their area of responsibility.  If anyone has an 

interest in serving on any of the committees, please 

contact me or the committee chairman.” 

 

President Anderson then called on, our guest, 

FLSAR Vice President David Bussone to talk to us 

in regards to what is happening at the State level. 

 

Compatriot Bussone said that he was pleased to see 

that we were taking the initiative with the zoom 

meeting, that he and Lee Popham were working on 

the possibility of a zoom meeting for the upcoming 

meetings. He noted that they had been talking with 

the Embassy suites in Kissimmee in regards to what 

would be necessary to hold our upcoming board of 

management meeting. The hotel advised that it 

would be removing 50% of the chairs in order to 

provide for social distance which is basically what 

the airlines are doing. They would also be limiting 

the number of people at the tables and spreading the 

tables for the most part. 

 

On Friday rather than a buffet lunch, there would be 

a box lunch at $10 a person, where you could have 

either soup and salad or sandwich. The hotel advised 

that it would not be having any room service at this 

time. They did intend to have a buffet for the youth 

luncheon on Saturday, but it would be served by 

hotel staff. The hotel also will require masks, except 

while you're eating. 

 

The FLSSAR also in the process of setting up 

Microsoft Meeting To Go and will be using a 

professional AV person to help coordinate its use for 

meetings. 

 

Compatriot Bob Brotherton asked whether a link 

would be provided so that more people could attend 

the meeting. Compatriot Bussone said he was 

hoping that they would be able to get actual 

participation at the meeting, but people that cannot 

attend or are concerned about attending can register 

with Meeting To Go. 

 

President Anderson thanked compatriot Bussone for 

providing us with the update. He then asked for 

reports, first asking secretary Larry Patterson who 

stated that he had emailed the minutes from the 

February meeting, but there were no minutes for the 

March meeting as it was not held due to coronavirus 



lock down orders. President Anderson also brought 

up that the secretary had put together and sent out 

the Bronze Good Citizenship and ROTC certificates 

and Medals to the high schools for distribution to 

their recipients. 

 

Kevin McFarlane then gave his report in regards to 

the bank accounts and was able to place them on the 

screen for all to view. He noted that copies had been 

sent out to the board members of the Clearwater's 

SAR by the Secretary 

 

The next person to report was Bob Brotherton, who 

advised he had four items he wanted to discuss: 

 

First, he noted that there was an article in the Tampa 

Bay news about the Flag Certification presentation 

he made approximately one year ago to the town of 

Indian Shores, where we documented the town's 

respectful handling and displaying of the American 

flag at the Indian Shores municipal center. The copy 

of the article is attached to these minutes. 

 

Second, Bob placed on the screen pictures of medals 

which could be purchased to support the upcoming 

SAR National Conference in Florida. The metals 

can be worn with your other medals and cost $40 

per set. Medals can be purchased from FL S SAR, if 

you are interested send an email to Bob Brotherton 

and he will forward you the address. 

 

Third that he is scheduled for the September 

meeting Tim Bryce who has agreed to speak in 

regards to the Constitution, in honor of National 

Constitution month. 

 

Fourth that he has been asked to do a genealogy 

video with a company regarding SAR, its goals and 

educational goals etc. The video would be 30 

minutes and he would be able to talk about SAR, it 

is expected that this video may be shown throughout 

the USA. 

 

Compatriot Jason Green spoke up and said that there 

would be something coming up on Founders 

Spirit.com which we might be interested in regard 

the Constitution and SAR. 

 

Bob Cundiff requested that he be reimbursed for 

seven new flags for Habitat for Humanity homes, 

which the Treasurer said he would do upon receipt 

of invoice. Bob also noted that the DAR was 

providing a plaque for the Veterans Alliance 

Memorial in Clearwater. 

 

It was noted that compatriot Allan Hammell had 

passed away, and George Youstra advised he had 

sent a card of condolences. 

 

Harry Fuller, our historian, noted that the last issue 

of the Florida Patriot had photos of our color guard 

and of himself and Bob Brotherton at the Pinellas 

County Genealogical Seminar. He also talked to the 

times union with regard to getting articles in the 

paper. 

 

Anthony Bernardi said that a friend had emailed him 

the book Founding Martyr about, Dr. George 

Warren, one of the early heroes of the American 

Revolution in Boston. He recommended the book 

highly. 

 

Bob Anderson advised that the BOM meeting was to 

be held on June 12 and 13th at the Embassy suites 

Hotel in Kissimmee Florida 

 

Prior to going off the air President Anderson Bob 

asked FLSSAR Vice President David Bussone if he 

would be willing to install our officers this coming 

December, David advised he would be willing to do 

that but to send him an email of the date so he can 

make sure his calendars available. 

 

President Anderson then said if there was no further 

business the meeting would be adjourned  

Following the Benediction by Compatriot George  

 

 

 

 

 



Youstra and the reciting of the SAR Recessional led 

by President Anderson.  The meeting was 

adjourned. 

  

 
 
Submitted by Larry Patterson,  
Secretary  
 
 

New Members 
David Arthur Dolan  
Mark Ignatius Huckel 
Andrew Raymond Mylott 
Michael Wickerham  

 
Walter Boyer Arnold, Jr  

 

Walter was born 15 Sep 1943 in Columbus, 

Ohio.  He enlisted in the Army in 1962 spent 

3 years at Fort Bragg, NC and was 

discharged as a SP4 in 1965.  He graduated 

from Eastern Michigan University with a 

degree in Business Administration and 

retired after 46 years in the Healthcare field 

in 2016.  Currently he volunteering for Sons 

of the American Revolution, is  a Day Trader 

and Family Historian. He lives in St 

Petersburg.  He has lived in Florida for the 

last 18 years. 

 
Michael Todd Black  

 

Biography of Michael T. Black 

08/30/2020 

 
I was born in Battle Creek Michigan in 

1963 to the late Kermit and Theresa 

Black. I attended school in Tarpon 

Springs at Tarpon Springs High school 

where I graduated. After school I began 

my life traveling the world in the U.S. 

ARMY for the next 21 years. I retired at 

the rank of Staff Sargent, I served in 

Korea, Central America and the Persian 

Gulf conflicts receiving many military 

decorations. After my retirement in 2001 I 



moved home to be close to my two 

children Alexander and Sarah (DAR) in 

Tarpon Springs. I went on and got my 

college Degree at St Petersburg College. I 

then went on work for American Veterans 

(AMVETS) from 2007 to today holding 

the title of National Service Director and 

National Service Officer. Where I am 

responsible for a nationwide cadre of 

National Service Officers stationed 

around the United States. Providing 

Information, counseling and claims 

service to all veterans and their 

dependents. In 2012 I got married to 

Janet Leissa from St Petersburg and we 

all live in Palm Harbor. I am also a 

member of St Ignatius Catholic Church 

since 1965.  
 
 

We welcome our new members 
to the Clearwater Chapter 
 

****************************** 

Passing of a Member 

 
 

Allan (Al) Keith Hammell, 90, of Seminole, 

passed away May 2, 2020 at Largo Medical 

Center, Largo Florida.  

 

Al was born in Hamilton, MT on Sep. 3, 

1929 to the late Keith and Edith Hammell. 

He attended school years 1-12 in Hamilton, 

was active in Boy Scouts, achieving Eagle 

Scout rank, and attended Montana State 

University in Bozeman. He was an active 

athlete in basketball, and track, setting 

several school and collegiate conference 

records for track, and was elected President 

of the Student body during his Senior year. 

He graduated with Bachelor of Science and 

Master of Science degrees in Electrical 

Engineering, as well as being inducted into 

the Phi Eta Sigma and Tau Beta Pi 



Scholastic Honorary. While at Montana 

State University , he met and married his 

wife, Mary Lou (Molly Kranz).  

 

After graduating in 1952, they moved to 

Minneapolis, MN, where he began his 

career-long employment as an aerospace 

engineer and program manager with 

Honeywell, Inc., during which he was 

awarded three patents by the US Patent 

Office. In 1971, a company reorganization 

transferred them to Largo, FL. He worked on 

control systems for the Apollo and Space 

Shuttle programs, frequently interacting with 

astronauts. He retired from Honeywell in late 

1992.  

 

In 2014, one year after the passing of Molly, 

his wife of 63 years, he moved from Largo 

to Lake Seminole Square in Seminole, FL. 

He is survived by his sons, Scott (Monica) 

and Bruce (Beth); grandchildren Doug 

(Staci) Hammell, Kevin (Paige) Hammell, 

Allan (Hilary) Hammell, Neil (Connie) 

Hammell, Anne (Josh) Deitrich; and ten 

great-grandchildren.  

Announcements:  

Ladies Auxiliary 

 
Florida Ladies Auxiliary 2023 Congress Fund 

Raiser, Our Florida Ladies Auxiliary’s major fund-

raising project for the 2023 Congress, has arrived.  

This project will fund our Auxiliary responsibilities 

for the Hospitality Room, all banquet decorations, 

and other activities. We will not use any of the 

Youth Awards Fund for Congress.  

 

The Custom Woven Throw Blankets Company has 

made fifty-one beautiful, 50”x60” made in the USA 

(North Carolina), 100% cotton, prewashed for 

softness, custom throws with fringe all the way 

around. They have helped us with our concept and 

woven our Minuteman into the design. They are 

available NOW and are “flying off the shelf.”  

 

Your throw can be reserved by ordering now. The 

cost is $70.00 for the Throw plus shipping if you 

would like it sent to you. We will have several 

available at the February Leadership in Louisville to 

preview. If we are able to sell all 51 Throws quickly, 

we can order again and have them at the BOM in 

May, if you miss the Leadership meeting.  

 

Orders may be sent to: Laura Zavalia, Treasurer 

LAFSSSAR, 1648 Jupiter Cove Drive, #411, 

Jupiter, FL 33469. Checks may be made out to 

LAFLSSAR for $70.00 to reserve one and pick it up 

at the BoM in May. Add $15.00 if you want it sent 

to you at an address in Florida or $20.00 for 

addresses outside of Florida, for each Throw 

ordered. Please make the Notation: 2023 Congress 

on your check.  

 

Thank you for your interest and we appreciate your 

support. Donations are welcomed. If you have 

questions contact me at: amcguire@slxv.com . 

Sincerely, Anne McGuire, LAFLSSAR President F 
******************** 
 

The Ladies Auxiliary gift baskets 
will have themes for 2020: 
 
October - fall and Halloween 
November - Thanksgiving days 
December - holiday decorations 
 
Donations are accepted for the gift 
baskets.  Empty gift baskets can be 
donated - we will do the 



decorations. Mary Kitchen will 
accept money donations and she 
can shop to buy items for the gift 
baskets. Thanks for supporting the 
Clearwater SAR Ladies.  If you 
have any questions please see  
 
Margaret Harris. 

 

Schedule of Meetings 
 

September 14  Zoom 

September 16  Zoom 

 

October 19   (C) 

October 21   (M) 

 

November 16  (C) 

November 18  (M) 

 

December 14  (C) 

December 16  (M) 
 

 

2020 Meeting Schedule  

Clearwater Chapter, SAR  

  

Board of Governors (C) 

Membership Meeting  (M) 

 

(M) Membership Luncheon Meetings at 11:30 

a.m. Dunedin Country Club, Palm Blvd, Dunedin  

(meetings are on the third Wednesday of the 

month or as noted above),  
  

Board of Governors meetings at 10:00 a.m. 

  

Countryside Library (C) 

2642 Sabal Springs Drive 

Clearwater, FL 

 (meetings are on the Monday before the 

Luncheon meeting or as noted above) 

 

Links & Resources: 
 

Our Chapter website: 

http://clearwatersar.org/ 

Our Chapter Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/SARCl

earwater/ 

 

SAR National website : 

https://www.sar.org/ 

 

SAR Florida website: 

http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/

Tabs.asp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://clearwatersar.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.sar.org/
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp


1st Vice President Robert  

Brotherton 

 

 
 
Reports from Bob Brotherton:   

 

Genealogy – SAR – Family Historian 

 
How does genealogy, the SAR, and being a Family 

Historian writing a book, all tie together?  That was 

the subject of an interview and video of Robert 

Harding Brotherton, 1st VP Clearwater Chapter by 

Mrs. Jeannie Carlson with the Tampa Bay Times and 

the St. Pete Literary Society.  This interview took 

place by ZOOM on 27 Aug 2020 at 11:00 A.M.   

 

Jeannie is working with several groups, with her 

skills as a writer, and one of these groups is the St. 

Pete Literary Society.  Her current task is to prepare 

videos of instruction for members on how to be a 

better writer and to encourage the members to take on 

the task of writing a book, memoir, or keeping a 

journal. She will use parts of this interview in 

preparing her instruction video on nonfiction works.  

She was very interested in the book written by Robert 

H. Brotherton and his 3rd cousin, retired Judge David 

Roscoe Reed, Jr. from Kentucky.   

 

 
 

This book took about 10 years of research and two 

years to write.  It was a massive task to not only 

document this Harding family line back to the 1300s 

but also prepare the 800 biographies in the book of 

family members including over 500 living cousins. 

The line of each person in the book ties back to the 

original Thomas Harding who came to 

Northumberland, VA in 1651 with a special number 

system. The book ties European and American 

History around this family line that makes for an 

interesting read.  Subjects discussed in the interview 

were: The Inspiration for the book, the main 

character, research work, editing, proofreading, the 

function of a Family Historian, and the ability to 

become members of an organization like the SAR, 

Jamestown, or Mayflower Society through genealogy 

research. The website for the St. Pete Literary Society 

is: www.keepstpetelit.org.  The full video of the 

interview will be posted on the website for Jeannie 

Carlson:  www.jeanniecarlson.com sometime after 

September 1, 2020.  Information about the SAR, 

DAR, and CAR was discussed. The SAR was 

chartered by the Congress of the United States on 

June 9, 1906.  The purposes of these organizations 

presented in the video are patriotism, history, 

http://www.keepstpetelit.org/
http://www.jeanniecarlson.com/


education and preservation of our Constitution as 

illustrated in “The American’s Creed”.       
 
 

   The Clearwater Chapter SAR 

Color Guard Expands 
 

In January of 2020, I began a search for a Continental 

Army uniform to wear in the Clearwater Chapter 

SAR Color Guard and State events.  My search led 

me to a local costume company where I tried on a 

costume that could be rented for an event. The 

discussion led to the owner suggesting that she could 

contact her supplier in New York to see if they had 

any uniforms that could be purchased.  I could then 

own a uniform and not have to come in to rent every 

time I had an event.  The call to New York revealed 

that the company had stopped making this uniform 

but they had several in stock that they would like to 

sell.  The price of the jacket, knickers, and vest (in a 

quality plastic cover for hanging in the closet), was a 

total cost of $350.00 including shipping which was a 

great price.  I then ordered these items based on my 

size.  The order came in February and the uniform 

sleeves were taken up by the costume company for no 

extra cost.  I then also purchased the long sleeve 

ruffled shirt, socks, white gloves and shoe buckles to 

complete the uniform.  The next question to this 

company was; how many more of these can be 

purchased?  A call was made and it turns out that 

there were about 15 uniforms left in three sizes. 

(Medium, Large, and X-Large) The owner of the 

shop was very pleased that there might be more 

purchases.   

 

I then took my uniform to the Board of Governors 

(BOG) meeting and presented the idea of other 

Clearwater Chapter members purchasing this same 

uniform since the price is very good and the company 

in New York wanted to reduce their inventory and no 

more of these uniforms are being made. In short 

order, there were 9 men confirmed to purchase the 

uniforms.  There may be a few more left if anyone is 

interested.  The tri-corn hat is an additional purchase. 

 

   
 

As the COVID hit this country, the company in New 

York had assembled the uniforms as ordered, 

however, the day they were to be shipped, the 

company shut down operations on a temporary basis.  



Then at the end of June, the company opened its doors 

and shipped the order.  Everyone was notified to 

schedule their fitting for the uniform.  As of August 

26, 2020, most of the fittings have been completed.  

Several people are still out of town and will be fitted 

in September.  With the new uniforms now owned by 

me and 9 additional Chapter members, the Clearwater 

Chapter of SAR now has 17 members in its Color 

Guard.  This will then be one of the larger SAR Color 

Guards in Florida.  I also would like to see some of 

our meetings include all the ladies and men attending 

in Colonial attire.  Those with uniforms can then 

participate in their uniforms.  We are all looking 

forward to the COVID to be reduced such that we can 

have normal meetings again in the near future.   

 

Part of the Color Guard events includes those who 

carry the Flag(s), muskets, and drum.  I have acquired 

a Charleville 1766 replica that is absolutely beautiful.  

I am looking forward to learning how to fire black 

powder.  If anyone is interested in purchasing a 

musket, please contact me and I can put you in touch 

with the company to make this purchase and the 

musket will then arrive in the mail.   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

************************** 
Donations for Veterans  
 

Thanks to everyone who has donated 
magazines, calendars, and books for the 
veterans.  Lew and Margaret Harris are still 
collecting magazines and books now. Our car is 
full of your donations.  Keep sending them to us 
or save them until we see you in person.  As 
soon as it is safe, we will deliver the magazines 
and books to the Palm Harbor VA CBOC on US 
19 North. There are two big waiting rooms with 
six end tables in each room.  Usually we deliver 
the magazines and books on Friday afternoons. 
We will continue to deliver when it is safe to do 
so.  Thanks again and stay safe. 
 
Lew and Margaret Harris 
 



2nd Vice President  

James Koontz 

 

 
 
Welcome back after the summer. Like all of you, I 

spent the summer of 2020 practicing socially 

distancing to avoid contracting the covid virus. 

While the graduation ceremonies were cancelled by 

the schools this past May and June due to the virus, 

we still were able to present the awards to the 

students, and to express our gratitude and 

appreciation to the students, albeit by mail.  

 

Bronze JROTC 

 

Cadet 2nd Lieutenant                

Brody Simmons   

River Ridge High School 

 

Cadet      

Anthony Drake    

Hudson High School 

 

Cadet Cpl.  

Louis Hernandez   

Anclote High School 

 

Cadet     

Kenneth Richards   

Fivay High School 

 

Cadet PO1  

Brandon Buzzell,  

Dunedin High School, 

 

Bronze Good Citizenship 

     

Blake Budd   

Palm Harbor High School 

 

Clayton Fowler  

Pinellas Park High School  

 

Cadet India Gall  

Hudson High School 

 

Mitchell Mussler  

Dunedin High School 

 

Andrew O’Harrow   

Calvary Christian High School 

 

Charles Barry Phillips II  

Largo High School 

 

Jalea Reedy   

Osceola High School 

 

Astin Thomas   

Tarpon Springs High School 

 

James Welch   

Indian Rocks High School 

 

Dylan Anderson  

East Lake High School 

 

Cadet Cpt Hunter T. King    

Anclote High School 

 

David Sellas  



Countryside HS 

 

Committee Members 

James Koontz, 2nd V.P. 

Daniel Griffith, Asst to 2nd V.P. 

Larry Patterson, Secretary 

Col. Pat Niemann, Governor 

Bob Anderson, President 

 

 

Genealogist/Registrar 
 

 
 

Since January 1, 2020 the DAR has allowed 

autosomal DNA to be used with other 

evidence for membership. The SAR has been 

studying this for the past year without 

resolution so far. As registrar, I have been 

held up from bringing in a member along 

with his accepted brother because of an 

adoption. DNA proofs have been submitted 

along with testimony from all living 

members of the family but SAR has a hold 

on such consideration until a final decision is 

reached similar to the DAR. Individual 

exceptions to the hold are not being 

considered. 

***************************** 

Future Speakers 

September 18- Dan 

Hooper 

Books about the 

Revolution   

 



• Print Length: 418 pages 

• Page Numbers Source ISBN: 0674986482 

• Publisher: Harvard University Press (April 7, 2020) 

• Publication Date: April 7, 2020 

The US Constitution never established a 
presidential cabinet—the delegates to the 
Constitutional Convention explicitly rejected the 
idea. So how did George Washington create one of 
the most powerful bodies in the federal 
government? 
 

On November 26, 1791, George Washington 

convened his department secretaries—

Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson, 

Henry Knox, and Edmund Randolph—for 

the first cabinet meeting. Why did he wait 

two and a half years into his presidency to 

call his cabinet? Because the US 

Constitution did not create or provide for 

such a body. Washington was on his own. 

 

Faced with diplomatic crises, domestic 

insurrections, and constitutional 

challenges—and finding congressional help 

lacking—Washington decided he needed a 

group of advisors he could turn to. He 

modeled his new cabinet on the councils of 

war he had led as commander of the 

Continental Army. In the early days, the 

cabinet served at the president’s pleasure. 

Washington tinkered with its structure 

throughout his administration, at times 

calling regular meetings, at other times 

preferring written advice and individual 

discussions. Lindsay M. Chervinsky reveals 

the far-reaching consequences of 

Washington’s choice. The tensions in the 

cabinet between Hamilton and Jefferson 

heightened partisanship and contributed to 

the development of the first party system. 

And as Washington faced an increasingly 

recalcitrant Congress, he came to treat the 

cabinet as a private advisory body to 

summon as needed, greatly expanding the 

role of the president and the executive 

branch.  

 

 

  

HOPEWELL, Va. -- "The British are coming.” 

The famed phrase still echoes across centuries, but, 

as it turns out, Paul Revere wasn't the only 

Revolutionary who rode in the dead of night. 

 

Susanna Bolling, a 16-year-old from Hopewell, 

outsmarted the British on horseback too. “She is 

amazing and it's amazing that it never has gotten 

into the history books,” Historian Libby McNamee 

said. “Everyone knows Paul Revere, but I couldn’t 

believe I never heard the story before.” It was May 

of 1781 when British General Lord Cornwallis and 

his troops invaded Susanna’s family’s Bollingbrook 

Plantation at City Point Historian Libby McNamee 



says Susanna overheard Cornwallis devise a plan to 

capture American ally General Lafayette 

headquartered at the Half Way House in 

Chesterfield. She knew capturing Lafayette would 

land a crushing blow to the American’s fight for 

independence. “The war would have ended and that 

would have been it. So, it was really Susana or 

nobody,” says Libby. The brave girl decided to act 

alone. Susanna would row across the Appomattox 

River, borrow a friend’s horse and race 10 miles to 

the Half-Way House to warn Lafayette. “I am sure 

she was terrified. I can’t even imagine,” says Libby. 

Ms. Bolling’s actions allowed Lafayette to escape 

and carry on the fight against the British. “I think 

they would have hung her as a spy and her mother 

too and then burned her house down,” says Libby. 

Five months later General Cornwallis surrendered to 

George Washington at Yorktown. “The course of 

history would be different if it wasn’t for Susana’s 

Midnight Ride,” says Libby.  

 

Libby McNamee details the little-known event in 

her new book. “Very few people know her story but 

that is my mission is to spread the word,” says 

Libby. The author says the heroine helped save the 

Revolution for the colonials. “The Battle of 

Yorktown never would have taken place had 

Lafayette been captured,” says Libby. Half-Way 

House Restaurant owner Rick Young admires 

Susana’s courage. “I think it was never part of our 

history. It’s exciting to discover something new 

about our past,” says Rick. “That is the cool thing 

about this story. It’s unbelievable that this girl went 

out into the darkness. There are swamps she had to 

go through. It’s just incredible. What a hero.”  

 

Author Libby McNamee says every Virginian and 

American for that matter should know about the 

teen’s gallantry. “I would like Susana’s name to be a 

household name like Paul Revere,” says Libby. The 

Virginia General Assembly agrees. December 5th, 

Susanna’s birthday, will now officially be known as 

Susanna Bolling day across the Commonwealth. 

“Very brave. It’s amazing what she did,” says 

Libby. Two and a half centuries later Libby 

McNamee believes its finally time for this once 

unknown girl to take her place in the saddle with 

famed American Patriots. “It’s great for girls to see 

that there are women who made a difference,” says 

Libby. That they are true stories and they can be 

brave too and someday they can make history.” 

 
• Age Range: 11 - 12 years 

• Grade Level: 5 - 6 

• Series: Sagebrush Publishing 

• Paperback: 230 pages 

• Publisher: Sagebrush Publishing (June 15, 2018) 

 

 
#1 GOLD AWARD WINNER IN JUVENILE FICTION, 
2020 INDEPENDENT PUBLISHER BOOK AWARDS 
("IPPY AWARDS") THE REVOLUTION RESTS IN 
HER HANDS! As the former Colonies struggle for 
freedom, the American Revolution is in the hands of a 
brave and resourceful teenage girl. At sixteen, 
Susanna Bolling is like America in rebellion; she 
craves independence. While her brothers are off 
fighting for the Patriots, she longs to do more than 
tedious household chores and attend spinning bees in 
sleepy City Point, Virginia. When British General 
Cornwallis invades her family’s Bollingbrook 
Plantation, she overhears his secret plan to defeat the 
Patriots. Much to her shock, she finds herself at the 
center of the war. Now America’s fight for liberty 
hinges on her. But can she overcome her mother’s 
objections, face her own fears, and outwit the famed 
General and his entire Army? The TRUE story of 
revolutionary courage and conviction that’s sure to 
captivate readers of all ages. 
 
 

 
The American Revolution – 
240 years ago 
September 1780 
 

4 September: General Francis Marion 

with a group of about 50 men routed 

Tory forces of 350 men at Blue 

Savannah, South Carolina. 

 



14-18 September: Patriot militia drove 

in outposts and captured Forts 

Cornwallis and Grierson at approaches 

to Augusta, Georgia, but were unable 

to take the city by assault and arrival 

of British reinforcements forced the 

patriots to flee. Action caused new 

outbreak of Tory vindictiveness in 

area. 

 

21 September: At Wahab’s Plantation 

(on west bank of Catawba River about 

10 miles southwest of Charlotte), 

North Carolina, patriot group of 150 

surprised 60 loyalists and killed or 

wounded all of them. 

 

21-25 September: Benedict Arnold 

and Maj. John Andre, Adjutant 

General of the British Army, met in 

the woods on the banks of the Hudson 

River inside American lines on the 

night of 21-22 September to arrange 

final details of Arnold’s treason. 

Circumstances dictated Andre seek to 

return to British lines overland and he 

was captured near Tarrytown 23 

September in disguise and carrying 

papers containing information on the 

defenses of West Point. Arnold 

learned of Andre’s capture and 

escaped to British ship in Hudson on 

25 September, just before 

Washington arrived at his 

headquarters to uncover the treason. 

Andre was left to his fate. 

 

26 September: Advancing into North 

Carolina, Cornwallis occupied 

Charlotte, but not until after some 

sharp skirmishing there with patriot 

militia. 

 

29 September: General Marion with 

50 men defeated loyalist body of 

about same size at Black Mingo Creek 

(20 miles southwest of Georgetown), 

South Carolina, with at least 20 

loyalists killed, wounded, or captured. 
 
 



 

   

                         BIRTHDAYS 
 
 
   

June   

Bruce R. Martin June 11 

Carleton L. Weidemeyer June 12 

Charles Robbins June 14 

David Schimka June 17 

Robert A. Dray June 19 

Harold Lampert June 21 

John Schaerffer June 22 

Scott Spaulding June 25 

Robert Brotherton June 29 

   

July   

James Phillips July 4 

Adrian Christian July 4 

Kevin MacFarland July 5 

Spencer Osgood July 10 

James  Wilson July 18 

Richard C. Baldwin July 21 

Andrew Kujumdziev July 22 

Lee F. Morelli July 27 

Laurence Bartholf July 30 

   

August   

Bradley Richardson August 1 

James  Osgood August 2 

J. Robert Gray August 5 

Bizzell Michael August 5 

George Youstra August 6 

Patrick Fisher August 7 

Matthew Leonard August 7 
 

 

 



Bizzell               Francis                August 9   
James              Robinette             August 17  

 

Donald C.         Leamy                 August 19   
James              Raup                    August 20   
Hunter              Robinson             August 20   
Arthur M.          Hays                    August 23   
Kevin                MacFarland         August 25   
Lewis J.            Bartholf                August 29   

   

September   

   

   

Gregory V. Scott        September 1 

John Garrity        September 2 
 

 
 
  

Cole Kujumdziev        September 4 

Robert P. Hammock September 10 

Anthony B. Leisner September 13 

Daniel Griffith September 22 

Arthur Martin September 23 

Douglas Monroe September 27 

Ronald Osgood September 27 

Joseph K. Wilcoxen September 29 
 

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

  



 



 



 
 

 
Our next meeting  

 

Wednesday, September 16, 2020 at  

12 Noon  

On Zoom 

 

Guest Speaker will be Clearwater Chapter Past 

President Dan Hooper 

 

Dan will speak to us about the history of the 

Clearwater Chapter 

 

Check your email for an invitation 
 

 

 



 
Recessional   

  

Until we meet again, let us remember our 

obligations to our forefathers, who gave 

us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an 

independent Supreme Court, and a nation 

of free men.  
  
The Sons of the American Revolution is 

a historical, educational and patriotic 
non-profit, United States 501 (c) 3 
corporation that seeks to maintain and 
extend (1) the institution of American 
freedom, (2) an appreciation for true 

patriotism, (3) a respect for our national 
symbols, (4) the value of American 
citizenship, and (5) the unifying force of 
e pluribus unam that has created, from 
the people of many nations, one nation, 
and one people. We do this by 

perpetuating the stories of patriotism, 
courage, sacrifice, tragedy, and triumph 
of the men who  
achieved the independence of the 
American people in the belief that these 

stories are universal ones of man’s 
eternal struggle against tyranny, 
relevant to all time, and will inspire and 
strengthen each succeeding generation 
as it too is called upon to defend our 

freedom on the battlefield and in our 
public institutions.   
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  
 

 
 


