
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 Volume 66 Number 9 

                                             November 2019 
 
 

 

 

 

In this issue 
◊ President’s Message 

◊ Summary of October’s Meeting 

◊ Photographs from October’s Meeting 

◊ New Member 

◊ Announcements/ links/  

◊ From the 1st Vice President 

◊ From the 2nd Vice President 

◊ State BOM meeting 

◊ Future Speakers  

◊ New Books about the Revolution  

◊ Revolution in November 

◊ DAR 

◊ Birthdays  

◊ Our Next Meeting  

◊ Recessional 

◊ About the Sons of the American Revolution 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

- 

Officers 

President:  James Grayshaw 

1st Vice President: Robert 

Anderson 

2nd Vice President: Robert 

Brotherton 

Treasurer: Russell Pebworth 

Secretary: Larry Patterson  

Sergeant-at Arms: Russell 

Pebworth 

Registrar/Genealogist: Parks 

Honeywell  

Chaplain: George D. Youstra 

Governors –at- Large: Jim Gibson, 

George Pratt, Jim Phillips, Dan 

Hooper,  

Bob Cundiff 

Newsletter Editor- James 

Grayshaw –  

contact at Grayshawsr@aol.com 
 

 



 

From the President 

 
 
November brings two holidays to mind.  

 

The first day is Thanksgiving.   

 

Few Americans are aware of the role George Washington 

played in establishing Thanksgiving Day.   

 

George Washington first mentioned the possibility of a 

national Thanksgiving Day in a confidential letter to 

James Madison in August 1789, a few months after 

taking office as President. He asked Madison for his 

advice on approaching the Senate for their opinion on a 

“day of thanksgiving”. By the end of September 1789, a 

resolution had been introduced to the House of 

representatives requesting that “a joint committee of both 

Houses be directed to wait upon the President of the 

United States, to request that he would recommend to the 

people of the United States a day of public 

thanksgiving”. The committee put the resolution before 

the president and Washington issued the first National 

Proclamation on October 3, 1789 for a day of public 

thanksgiving to be held Thursday, the 26th day of 

November, 1789. 

 

Subsequent presidents failed to maintain this tradition 

until President Abraham Lincoln issued his proclamation 

in 1863. Lincoln issued his proclamation on October 3, 

the same day that Washington had issued his 

proclamation, and marked the same day, Thursday, 

November 26 for Thanksgiving. 

 

Thanksgiving was not made a legal holiday until 1941 

when Congress named the fourth Thursday in November 

as our national day of thanksgiving. 

 

The second day is Veterans Day.  

 

A lot of people think it’s “Veteran’s Day” or “Veterans’ 

Day,” but they’re wrong. The holiday is not a day that 

“belongs” to one veteran or multiple veterans, which is 

what an apostrophe implies. It’s a day for honoring all 

veterans — so no apostrophe is needed.  

 

It was originally called Armistice Day, commemorating 

the end of World War I. (November 11, 1918, the 

eleventh hour, the eleventh day, the eleventh month).  
But after World War II and the Korean War, at the urging 

of veterans’ service organizations, on June 1, 1954, 

Congress amended the commemoration by changing the 

word “armistice” to “veterans” so the day would honor 

American veterans of all wars.   
 
At our November luncheon meeting all veterans are 

encouraged to wear some identification to indicate their 

service, whether a medal, a hat, or a uniform (or a part of 

a uniform). 

 

Yours in patriotism,  

Jim Grayshaw     

    

 

 
 



 
October’s Meeting 
 

The Clearwater Chapter of the Florida 
Society SAR held its Regularly Scheduled 
Meeting on Wednesday, October16, 2019 at 
the Dunedin Golf Club beginning at 12:00 p.m., 
President Jim Grayshaw presided. There were 
42 members and guests in attendance. 
 

The President called the meeting to 
order, The Invocation was given by Chaplain 
George Youstra.  Compatriot Robert Brotherton 
led members in reciting the Pledge to the Flag 
of the United States of America and Compatriot 
Jim Grayshaw, led the Pledge to the Sons of 
the American Revolution. Past President Bob 
Cundiff then led the group in the singing of 
“God Bless America”. 
 

President Jim Grayshaw then introduced 
the Head Table, after which he introduced Past 
Chapter Presidents, and current Officers, past 
Patriot Medal Winners, members of the Ladies 
Auxiliary, and members of the DAR. President 
Grayshaw asked if there were any prospective 
SAR members, David Loucks introduced 
himself.  Visiting SAR Frank Hagen from 
Illinois. We had guests, Sharon Vincent, who is 
Hal Miller’s daughter, Heather Cole, wife of 
Public Service Honoree Daniel Cole and three 
additional representatives of the Florida 
Highway Patrol and Clearwater Police 
Department and Henry Koljesky, an Eagle 
Scout and his father. 
 
 President Grayshaw recessed the 
meeting for lunch. 
 

President Grayshaw then asked First 
Vice President Bob Anderson to introduce our 

honored guests.  
 

 
Our meeting 
 

Bob stated that the Public Service and Heroism 
Committee of the Sons of the American 
Revolution recognizes and honors citizens and 
individuals in our public service sectors. Each 
year the Clearwater Chapter participates in this 
nationally sponsored Law Enforcement 
Program in our community.  We award a Law 
Enforcement Commendation Medal to those 
who have served with distinction and devotion 
in the field of law enforcement.  The medal is 
intended to recognize exceptional service or 
accomplishment.  
 

Bob stated that today we will recognize 
two individuals of Law Enforcement, for their 
contributions to the community and for heroic 
acts with a commendation and medal. Bob 
noted that this program is an excellent way to 
recognize deserving individuals in our 
community and the public sectors.  We contact 
organizations in our community and request 
them to recommend individuals for the award. 
 

First, we have Pinellas District 
Commander, Captain Maurice Hensley, who is 
accompanied by Sub-District Commander 
Lieutenant Daniel Villlano. Captain Hensley 
said that Trooper Daniel Cole, has been 
working in his division and is known as the 
“Legend”. The Florida Highway Patrol selected 
Trooper Cole due to his having saved two lives.  
On two separate occasions Trooper Cole was 
the first responder on-scene at two traffic 
accidents in which a person involved in the 



accident had a severed limb, in both instance 
his quick thinking and ability to apply a 
tourniquet saved these individuals lives. 

 

 
Captain Maurice Hensley speaking 

 

Jim Grayshaw then gave Trooper Cole a 
Commendation Medal and Certificate, Pinellas 
District Commander, Captain Maurice Hensley 
and Sub-District Commander Lieutenant Daniel 
Villlano were given Certificates of Appreciation. 
 

 
L-R President Grayshaw, Capt. Hensley, Trooper Cole, 
Lt Villano, and 1st VP Robert Anderson 

 
Next Bob Anderson introduced Thomas 

Lulek from The Clearwater Police Department 
who introduced James Frederick. Police officer 
James Frederick received the Allen L. Moore 
Gold Badge Award from the Clearwater Bar 
Association.  Officer Lulek said that Officer 
Frederick is the Department Liaison Officer and 
has done a tremendous job in representing the 
Department at meetings and with citizen 
groups.  That his job is many times not given 

the appreciation it deserves for helping the 
department in the Community.   

 

 
Officer Thomas Lulek speaking 
 

 President Grayshaw then presented a 
Certificate of Appreciation and Commendation 
Medal to Officer Frederick and presented a 
Certificate of Appreciation to Supervising Officer 
Thomas Lulek.  
 

 
L-R President Grayshaw, Officer Frederick, Officer Lulek, 
Bob Cundiff, and 1st VP Bob Anderson 
 

 
L-R Grayshaw, Cundiff, Lulek, Frederick, Anderson, 
Cole, Villano, Hansley 



 President Grayshaw then requested new 
members Michael Bizzell to come forward for 
purpose of inducting him as new member of the 
Clearwater Society of the Sons of the American 
Revolution  He was inducted as a member, given 
an opportunity to speak and then as is custom the 
members of the club came up and welcomed him to 
the Clearwater Chapter. 
 

 
Michael Bizzell and President Grayshaw 

 
President Grayshaw then had Arthur Martin 

come up and presented him with a Supplemental 
Certificate and pin. 

 

 
Arthur Martin, 1st VP Bob Anderson and President 
Grayshaw 

 
President Jim Grayshaw then called up 

Margaret Harris and presented her with a Certificate 
of Appreciation for the work of the Women’s 
Auxiliary in preparing baskets for the meeting and 
the State BOM meetings. 

 

 
Margaret Harris and President Grayshaw 
 

President Grayshaw then asked Compatriot 
George Pratt to come up front and presented him 
with a Certificate of Distinguished Service, which 
was to have been presented to him last December. 
Unfortunately, due to bad health he was unable to 
attend and receive the certificate at that time. 

 

 
George Pratt and President Grayshaw 

 
 President Grayshaw then asked Compatriot 
George Pratt to introduce his guest.  Compatriot 
Pratt then introduced Henry Koljesky, who was at 
the meeting with his father.  Henry was recently 
honored by Compatriot Pratt at the ceremony where 
he was made an Eagle Scout.  Henry’s final project 
to become an Eagle Scout was to make an aquatic 
filtration system for filtered water is our estuaries, to 
do this he set up filtration piping and planted mango 
roots which act as a natural filter.  Henry gave a 
short talk on the system and how it worked. 
 



 
Henry Koljesky 

 
Henry Koljesky speaking 

  
 Vice President Bob Anderson then gave a 
short talk about the color guard, what it entails, its 
obligations and events that it attends representing 
the Chapter.  He requested anyone that is interest 
see him or any officer to get information regarding 
joining. 
 
 Vice President Bob Brotherton gave a short 
presentation regarding year end high school 
awards.  He said his primary duty as second vice 
president was to get the annual high school awards 
organized and obtain the participation of high 
schools.  At the end of each year an individual from 
the club then presents the award at the school end 
of year ceremony, the speech is prepared and all 
you have to do is show up.  He requested that any 
individual in the chapter that is willing to help would 

be greatly appreciated.  He would be present after 
the meeting to take your name. 
 
  

The 50/50 drawing was won by 
Compatriot Russell Pebworth, who donated the 
proceeds to the chapter, a secondary drawing 
for a basket donated by the Ladies Auxiliary 
was won by Compatriot George Youstra, and 
Compatriot Hall Miller won a free fish dinner 
that was donated by the Dunedin Golf Club  

 

 
 Basket presented by Ladies Auxiliary  

 

Announcements: 
 

• November18 BOG meeting 10 a.m. Countryside 

Public Library  

• November 20 Chapter meeting 12 NOON 

Dunedin Golf Club 

President Grayshaw then said if there was 
no further business the meeting would be 
adjourned  
 

 
 
 
 



Following the Benediction by Compatriot 
George Youstra and the reciting of the SAR 
Recessional led by President Grayshaw, the 
meeting was adjourned. 
  
Submitted by Larry Patterson, Secretary  
 

 

 
 

 

Please bring personal care items 

such as soap, toothpaste, or razors, 

calendars, magazines, and books 

(for both men and women), to the 

next meeting 

 
Lewis Harris is continuing to collect magazines 
and books for veterans.  The donated item can 
be for men or women. 
 
Lew has been dropping off the magazines and 
books for men and women at Palm Harbor VA 
CBOC at 35209 US 19 North, Palm Harbor, 
FL.  There are two huge waiting rooms, and the 
items are appreciated. If you know of another 
veteran's location, please let Lew know.  
 

 

Photos from October’s 

Meeting 
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Thomas Lulek 

 

 

L-R Mr. Koljesky, Henry Koljesky, 

George Pratt 

 

 
Frank Hagen  

 
David Loucks 

 

 

 



New Member 

 

Mike Bizzell 
 

I want to extend my appreciation to everyone for the 

warm welcome at the October 16, 2019 meeting.  I 

am glad my membership is official with the Sons of 

the American Revolution and a special thanks to 

Parks Honeywell for walking me through the 

application process. 

 

I was born and raised in Louisville, KY, although I 

have never been to the SAR headquarters there, yet.  

I am planning a tour during my next trip up north.  I 

am a graduate of the University of Louisville, and I 

have been married to my wife, Karen, for 26 years.  

We have lived in the Tampa Bay area for the last 23 

years.  I have one daughter, Jordyn, who attends 

USF Tampa, majoring in Biomedical Engineering.  I 

worked for just over 16 years for the St. Petersburg 

Police Department, but had to take a disability 

retirement in 2014, after too many head injuries.  I 

have a Parkinsonism with a tremor on my entire left 

side and possibly CTE, like NFL football players.  I 

wrote a book about my police career and disability 

in 2015, called “It Can’t Be That Bad”, and the e-

book can be found on Amazon for $.99 cents.  I can 

also bring a couple paperbacks, if anyone is truly 

interested in reading the book.  I believe Parks 

Honeywell may hold the speed-reading record on 

my book with a time of just under 12 hours!  In 

2011, I began to research my ancestry and have been 

addicted ever since day one.  At that time, I worked 

in an undercover surveillance unit, and I used to say 

that I hunted down living people at work and 

deceased people at home.  We currently live in 

Indian Shores.  My favorite restaurant is Tijuana 

Flats, if anyone lives close.   

****************************** 

Announcements:  
2019 Meeting Schedule  

Clearwater Chapter, SAR  

  

Board of Governors (C) 

Membership Meeting  (M) 

 

18 November  (C)  

20 November  (M) 

 

16 December  (C) 

18 December  (M) 

      

(M) Membership Luncheon Meetings at 11:30 

a.m. Dunedin Country Club, Palm Blvd, Dunedin  

(meetings are on the third Wednesday of the 

month or as noted above),  
  

Board of Governors meetings at 10:00 a.m. 

  

Countryside Library (C) 

2642 Sabal Springs Drive 

Clearwater, FL 

 (meetings are on the Monday before the 

Luncheon meeting or as noted above 



Links & Resources: 
 

Our Chapter website: 

http://clearwatersar.org/ 

Our Chapter Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/SARCl

earwater/ 

 

SAR National website : 

https://www.sar.org/ 

 

SAR Florida website: 

http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/

Tabs.asp 

 
There will be an SAR region meeting on 
November 9th, 2019 beginning at 10 
AM-2 PM. 
 
The meeting will be held at:  
Golden Corral in Temple Terrace.  
11801 56th Street 
Temple Terrace, Florida 33617 
 
The cost will be $11.49 per person.  
 
The guest Speaker is our own Parks 
Honeywell who will make a presentation 
about genealogy and how chapters can 
increase their membership. 
 
Please RSVP back to Dr. John Goolsby 
by November 5th, 2019 so that we may 
have a adequate count for supplies and 
seating.  

Dr. John D. Goolsby 
Chapter President, Tampa Sons of the 
American Revolution 
Florida Rumbaugh Oration Chairman 
 
 johndgoolsby@gmail.com 
 

 

From Robert Anderson, 

1st Vice President 

 

 
Robert Anderson 
 

 

Clearwater Chapter Color Guard 

James L Gibson Color Guard Commander 

James Phillips Color Guard Vice Commander 

Charles Wetherbee 

Robert Anderson 

Parks Honeywell 

Dan Hooper 

George Pratt 

 

http://clearwatersar.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.sar.org/
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp


Each of these members may serve at 

our Chapter meetings and may be 

invited to participate with other 

chapters or organizations.  They will 

wear Continental Army or Militia style 

uniforms. 

 

We have some men in the chapter who 

participate in the color guard dressed in 

a class B uniform, which includes: 

 

Tricorn hat 

SAR tie 

Blue blazer 

Slacks 

 

I would like to encourage members that 

have an interest in serving in our Color 

Guard, speak to one of our officers. 

 

 

On October 21st,  Parks Honeywell. Jim 

Grayshaw, Lew Harris and I attended 

the DAR Birthday Luncheon at the 

Dunedin Golf Course honoring the 

DAR Florida State Regent Kay 

Yarborough. 
 

 
Parks Honeywell, Jim Grayshaw, Lew Harris and 

Bob Anderson 

 

 

 

 

Kevin MacFarland and I presented a 76 
years membership certificate to Richard 
Norman Egbert at Atria Assisted Living 
on Tuesday October 22, 2019. 
Compatriot Egbert is 97 years old. He 
joined the SAR in 1943 at age 21. 
During World War II he served as a 
Signalman in the US Army in the ETO. 
Compatriot Egbert and his family was 
very appreciative to know that we have 
not forgotten him. He hopes to attend 
our November Veterans meeting.  
 



 
Bob Anderson, Richard Egbert, and Kevin 

MacFarland 

 
I attended the Honor Flight October 22, 
2019 representing the Clearwater 
Chapter. 
 

 
L-R  Bill Swain, Bob Anderson,  
Dr. John Goolsby 

From 2nd Vice President Robert  

Brotherton 

 

An announcement was made at the October Chapter 

meeting that there will be a need for presenters of 

the “Good Citizenship Award” at the April-May 

2020 High School Awards programs for schools in 

the Pinellas and Pasco County areas within the SAR 

Clearwater Chapter service area.  Last year we had 

13 schools that worked with the Clearwater Chapter 

2nd VP to make a nomination for Good Citizenship 

to one of the school students based on criteria given 

to the school.  This work takes a lot of coordination 

by phone and email to communicate within the 

system of each school. All of the hard work is done 

by the 2nd VP and then the fun part is making the 

presentation of the “Good Citizenship” certificate 

and medal to the selected student during the Awards 

Program.  This is where volunteers of the 

Clearwater Chapter can step forward to make these 

presentations.  A short statement will be written for 

the presenter which can simply be read or the 

presenter can change this as they see fit.  Then hand 

the certificate to the person that comes forward.  

Arrange for event coordinator to take a picture (with 

your cell phone or other camera) of you handing the 

certificate and medal to the student.  These 

presentations, by organizations outside of the school 

system, are normally scheduled at the beginning of 

the event so that you can leave immediately after the 

presentation and not have to stay through the whole 

program.   



 

Next year we would like to have at least 15 schools 

participate.  After the announcement was made at 

the October Luncheon to sign up on the “Presenters 

List”, we had 5 Clearwater Chapter members step 

forward to volunteer to make presentations.  We still 

need about 5 to 7 more volunteers.  Wearing a sport 

coat is appropriate for the presentation.  Contact 

Bob Brotherton at rhbrother@verizon.net or call at 

(727) 744-2041 to sign up to be a Presenter.  These 

Award Programs are scheduled for late April with 

most occurring during the month of May of 2020.  

Help your Chapter and have fun. 

******************************* 

FLSSAR BOM – October 4 and 5, 2019 – Report 

by Robert H. Brotherton, 2nd VP 

 

The State BOM (Board of Management and Annual 

Meeting) has been held in the ‘Embassy 

Suites/Hilton Orlando Lake Buena Vista South’ for 

several years. This hotel is a very beautiful place 

with a central open lobby area that extends to the top 

of the structure.  The lobby includes a waterfall and 

water flowing under the glass floor that makes you 

hesitate as you step over the water.   

 

    
  Center open Lobby                        

     
Waterfall 

 

 
 Walk on the water    

 

People attending the meeting this Fall representing 

the Clearwater Chapter of the SAR were:  Past 

President Pat Niemann, Bob Anderson – 1st VP, and 

Robert H. Brotherton - 2nd VP.  The proceedings 

were well organized with a manual and schedule 

handed out at the time of registration.   

 

The meeting began with reports from each of the 

officers of the State of Florida SAR.  The first report 

was by Lee Popham (pictured above) who is the 

State President.  The next presentation was by the 

Senior Vice President of the State SAR by the name 

of David Bussone.  His picture is shown below.  

 

mailto:rhbrother@verizon.net


                                     

  
Left to Right:  Bob Anderson, Clearwater Chapter 1st VP, 

William Lee Popham, President of Florida SAR, Robert H. 

Brotherton, Clearwater Chapter 2nd VP.   

 

Reports were made by the following State SAR 

officers:  Steven Williams - Executive 

Administrator, Don Lanman - Executive Committee 

Member-at-Large, Earl Mathews – Northwestern 

Regional Vice President, Gerald Carlton Hardwich – 

North Central Regional Vice President, James Y. 

Gaskins – Northeastern Regional Vice President, 

                                                        

      
  Senior Vice President David Bussone 

 

Charles Berger – East Central Regional Vice 

President, John David Goolsby, Sr. – West Central 

Regional Vice President, Bernard William Wolff – 

Southeast Regional Vice President, and Steven R 

Fields – Southwest Regional Vice President, H. Hall 

Riediger – Secretary, W. Richard Young – 

Treasurer, and Ray Lantz – Registrar.   

State SAR Committee reports were presented by: 

Richard Young – Finance, Jeffery Sizemore – 

Medals and Awards, Robert Folk – Nominating, 

Hall Riediger – Americanism and Chapter 

Challenge, and William Lee Popham, Sr. and 

Bernard W. Wolff reported concerning the 2023 

Orlando National Congress Task Force.   

 

The last report in this first Session, concerning the 

2023 National Congress, was a significant report 

relative to its financial impact.  The State of Florida 

has been chosen by National SAR to be the host for 

the National Congress for all SAR members in the 

United States in the year 2023.  The estimated 

marginal budget to host such an event is 

approximately $35,000.   

    

    
Bernard W. Wolff - President of the Miami Chapter 
 

At the BOM Business Session (held at the end of the 

meetings on the last day) it was agreed to 

accumulate these funds between now and the 

Congress by (1) transferring funds that accumulate 

annually for two different accounts into the new 



National Congress Fund since the current funds in 

the other two accounts have a significant balance 

and no immediate need to accumulate additional 

funds into those accounts and (2) bill all chapters a 

new fee of $1.00 per member per year for 2019 and 

each of the next 4 years.  The total of these funds 

would then be approximately $40,000 which would 

be adequate to fund the National SAR Congress in 

Florida in 2023.  The Executive Committee is 

working and negotiating for the best location for this 

National SAR Congress in Florida.   

The Sessions planned for the two-day BOM were 

divided into two different rooms.  Each person was 

free to attend their selected Sessions.  These 

Sessions were:  Regional VP Meeting (previously 

discussed), Commemorative Historic Sites, Strategic 

Planning, Education Outreach, Membership 

Promotion and Retention, Communications, Color 

Guard, PRS Workshop, Youth Committee 

Discussion Group, 2023 Congress Planning, 

Documents Committee, Executive Committee, 

National Candidate Forum, Ladies Auxiliary 

meetings, and the final BOM Business Session.   

In between meetings, we all had the opportunity to 

meet some great people from around the State of 

Florida.   

                                

 
Left to Right:  Bob Anderson – Clearwater 1st VP, Steve 

Fields – Saramana President, David H. Ramseur, Past 

President (FLSSAR 2011-12) and currently in charge of the 

"Battle of Thomas Creek",  Robert H. Brotherton – 

Clearwater 2nd VP 

 

A few notes of interest for the Clearwater Chapter 

members from this BOM meeting: 

 ● We can do a “Liberty Tree 

Celebration” at some point if there is an interest.  

We would plant a new tree or adopt an existing tree 

in a public park or college campus for people to take 

note.  This can be done at any time of the year.  

There are no requirements for the plaque but 

examples are available. 

 ● The State SAR is in the process of 

working with the local Chapter in Pensacola, Florida 

to have the “Battle of Pensacola” designated as an 

Historic Site.  There is an event planned in the 

Historic District for May 9, 2020 starting with a 

parade  with a Color Guard march.  A brochure on 

this event will be coming out soon. This is not 

associated with the “Thomas Creek Battle” as this is 

not on the same site.   

 ● Many ideas were discussed on how to 

increase attendance at Chapter meetings. 

 

  (1) Call people who have not paid 

dues which we do in the Clearwater Chapter 

  (2) Contact members who are not 

coming to meetings to see if they are OK. 

  (3) Robert H. Brotherton gave credits 

for Clearwater having an aggressive Registrar by the 

name of Parks Honeywell.  All agreed that this was 

a key issue in membership. 

  (4) Promote “Chapter Associates”.  

This is different than “Associate Member”. There 

are many people who cannot qualify as a member, 

but they can attend meetings and be a voice to others 

to become members.  They cannot be charged dues.  

They can help with the work of the Chapter.   

  (5) Have fun at Chapter meetings.   

  (6) Encourage other family members 

to join the SAR in your Chapter or other   

       Chapters where they live. 

  (7) Associate with other local civic 

and social clubs as a member and use this 

association to promote membership and the ideals of 

the SAR.  Robert H. Brotherton plans to do this by 

becoming a member of the Dunedin Council of 

Organizations (DCO) that meets monthly at the 



Dunedin Golf Club.  The Caladesi Chapter of the 

DAR is already a member of the DCO.   

  (8) Carry SAR business cards.  These 

are available for the Clearwater Chapter members at 

the Staples located at the corner of Curlew Road and 

HWY 19.  Just give your name, phone number, and 

Email address and ask to add  www.SAR.org to the 

card. These cards are not expensive since the Master 

is already made with the SAR insignia, etc. 

  (9) Distribute SAR tri-fold brochures.  

These have been made for the Clearwater Chapter 

but we need to make copies for our members to 

distribute. 

  (10) Make Flag Presentations.  These 

attract public attention and interest in the SAR. 

 ● The State SAR voted to approve the 

“FLSSAR Council of Youth Activities”.  The 

purpose is to help Chapters to get more active in 

youth activities and become more involved with 

youth.  This can include sports, teaching history, 

working with the Essay Contest and Poster Contest, 

and many other things.    

 Chapters need to appoint a coordinator of 

these youth programs.  The Clearwater   

 Chapter needs to contact Mr. Mike Bloom – 

Pinellas County Social Studies   

 Coordinator.  Mr. Bloom is considering the 

SAR Essay contest.  Historic  problems are with 

teachers and the local school systems.  Most DAR 

Chapters have school contacts.  CAR Chapters also 

have school contacts.  Chapters need to consider 

budgets or fund raisers to raise cash awards for 

student who participate.   

 ● The State Documents Committee is 

working to improve the By-Laws and they are trying 

to write out, in more clear language, the duties of 

certain positions as we are now trying to do for 

Board and Committee positions at the Clearwater 

Chapter BOG meetings.   

 ● Our State SAR Board has voted to 

nominate the State Chaplain “Dwight Donald Elam” 

to be the National SAR Chaplain.  Each Chapter 

Chaplin needs to send the State Chaplin their contact 

information because in some cases, this information 

is not available. 

 ● The deadline for articles to be put in 

“The Florida Patriot” are due by November 15. 

 ● The deadline to submit for Patriot 

Medals is January 31, 2020. Attending this State 

BOM was very informative and was an opportunity 

to participate in issues at the State SAR level.  I 

hope that information presented in this report is of 

value to our Chapter members and I would 

encourage attendance at these State BOM meetings.   

  

**************************************************** 

Future Speakers 

December 18, 2019 

Installation of Officers 

 

January 15, 2020   Mary Ann Hamilton  

“Alexander Hamilton”  

  

February 19, 2020   Carleton (Woody) 

Weidemeyer   “The Hessians”  

  

March 19, 2020    Lori Coffey “Women 

of 1620”  

  

April 16, 2020    Dr. Roger Smith  

  

May 20, 2010    Robbie Robinson  
*************************************** 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sar.org/


Books about the 

American Revolution 

 
• Hardcover: 491 pages 

• Publisher: History and Museums Division, 
Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps : for sale by the Supt. 
of Docs., U.S. Govt. Print. Off; First American Edition 
edition (1975) 
 

On 10 November 1775 the Second Continental  
Congress authorized the raising of two 
battalions of Marines. From this small beginning 
we have seen the United States Marine Corps 
grow into a powerful force for the nation's 
security. In this volume, through the actions and 
words of the participants, we read of a small 
Marine force which promptly challenged Great 
Britain's control on both land and sea. Our first 
amphibious raid landed in the Bahamas on 3 
March 1776, capturing gravely needed 
munitions, and proving to the foe that the infant 
American Marine Corps was a threat to be 
reckoned with. Likewise, we read of small 

bands of Marines who dared to stand in the 
way of British troops at Princeton, New Jersey, 
and Charleston, South Carolina. And we also 
learn of the little-known Marine expedition down 
the Mississippi River under naval Captain 
James Willing in 1778. Historians, past and 
present, all too often neglect completely the 
maritime history of the American Revolution or 
they pass over it with superficial attention. Mr. 
Charles R. Smith has corrected this omission 
with respect to Continental Marines. Based on 
extensive and careful research, the author has 
rescued from oblivion those actions from which 
our modern concepts of amphibious warfare 
have grown 
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(From the Editor- Since November is the 

Birthday of the US Marine Corps, I present 

this short book that purports to compare US 

Marine Corps fighting philosophy to the 

actual conduct of Francis Marion.) 

 

The author states  

“I have been interested in Francis Marion, the 
Swamp Fox of the Revolution, ever since 
reading of his exploits as a young boy. I was 
living in Africa at the time, the son of 
missionaries, and when I was roaming the 
Namibian veldt with my Bushman buddy 
hunting for small game, I would pretend to be 
the Swamp Fox. In many places along the 
Okavango River, which separates Angola from 
Namibia, the terrain is strikingly similar to the 
description of General Marion’s hideout in the 
South Carolina swamps. We would build little 
forts on the swampy banks of the river. There 
we would retreat and eat the fish we had 
caught or small game we had killed, all the 
while pretending to fight our imaginary foes. 
The Patriot, a recent movie starring Mel Gibson 
as the Swamp Fox, rekindled my youthful 
interest in Francis Marion and the American 
Revolution. I thought it would be interesting to 
compare the Marine Corps’ warfighting 
philosophy, as described in Marine Corps 
Doctrinal Publication One (MCDP 1), 
Warfighting, with Francis Marion’s style of 
warfare against the British and Loyalists in the 
American Revolutionary War.” 
 
 
*************************************************************** 

       

 

 

 

A Day in November 

  10 November 1775: BIRTHDAY OF UNITED 

STATES MARINES CORPS. Although colonies 

and Continental Army had employed marines since 

spring of this year, action of Congress on this day 

directing that two marine battalions be raised and 

appropriately officered is counted as the beginning 

of the Marine Corps. These battalions were to be 

part of Continental Army establishment under 

Washington’s command.  

 

As the newly appointed commander of the 

Continental Army, George Washington was 

desperate for firearms, powder, and provisions; he 

opted to supply his own force from matériel from 

captured British military transports. To further 

expand his fleet, he also resorted to the maritime 

regiment of the Massachusetts militia, the 14th 

Continental Regiment (also known as the 

"Marblehead Regiment") to help muster in ranks. 

This unique regiment subsequently folded into 

Washington's army in January 1776. The 

Marblehead Regiment was entirely composed of 

New England mariners, providing little difficulty in 

administering crews for Washington's navy.  

 

His decision to create his fleet came without 

difficulties in recruiting new rebel naval forces 

either, for the siege of Boston stirred the war along 

the entire coast of New England and into the 

strategic Lake Champlain area on the New 

York border. The Royal Navy concentrated its 

vessels in the New England open waters, while its 

smaller warships raided the coastal towns and 

destroyed rebel military stores for supplies and 

provisions; and to punish the colonials for their 

rebellion—in accordance to the Proclamation of 

Rebellion that was chartered by King George.[6] In 

response, several small vessels were commissioned 

by the governments 

of Massachusetts and Connecticut by the summer of 

1775, authorizing the privateering against British 

government ships.[21] In August 1775, Washington's 
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makeshift naval fleet continued the interdiction 

of Massachusetts Bay; being a huge success, by the 

end of the year he was in command of four 

warships: USS Franklin, USS Hancock, USS Lee, 

and USS Warren.  

 

Meanwhile, the New England militia forces of 

Massachusetts, Connecticut, 

and Vermont (the Green Mountain Boys), under the 

command of Benedict Arnold, seized the strategic 

post of Fort Ticonderoga and temporarily eliminated 

British control of Lake Champlain–using a 

small flotilla of shallow-draft vessels armed 

with light artillery. Early as May 1775, 

the sloop Interprise [sic] ushered eighteen men, 

presumably the Massachusetts militiamen, as 

marines on the payroll. Later in May, the 

Connecticut Committee of Public Safety consigned 

£500 to Arnold, the shipment of payment was 

"escorted with Eight marines. Well spirited and 

equipped," although they were actually 

seamen. They are often referred to as the "Original 

Eight". 

 

General George Washington decided to attempt 

an invasion of Canada on 27 June 1775, by the 

American Continental Army to wrest Quebec and 

the St. Lawrence River from the British. A force led 

by Brigadier General Richard Montgomery headed 

north from Fort Ticonderoga along Lake Champlain 

and up the St. Lawrence River valley. Meanwhile, 

Colonel Benedict Arnold persuaded Washington to 

have him lead his own separate expedition through 

the Maine wilderness. 

 

By August 1775, the Rhode Island Assembly, along 

with other colonial committees of safety, requested 

Second Continental Congress for naval assistance 

from Royal Navy raiders but it was appealed. 

Although Congress was aware of Britain's naval 

strength and its own financial limitations, it 

addressed itself reluctantly to the problem of 

creating a formidable continental navy. They were 

hesitant to the requests, only positing that they were 

only able to form a naval force from Washington's 

and Arnold's fleets; the colonies were left to fend for 

themselves. As a result, Rhode Island established 

their own state navy. 

 

The colonial marines of Washington's naval fleet, 

Benedict Arnold's Lake Champlain flotilla, and 

privateers, made no distinction of their duties as 

their activities were no different from English 

customs: marines were basically soldiers detailed for 

naval service whose primary duties were to fight 

aboard but not sail their ships. Washington's navy 

expeditions throughout the remaining months of 

1775 suggested that his ship crews of mariner-

militiamen were not divided distinctly between 

sailors and marines; the Marblehead Regiment 

performed a plethora of duties aboard the 

warships. However, the Pennsylvania Committee of 

Public Safety made a dividing line between the 

sailors and marines when it decided to form a state 

navy to protect the Delaware River and its littoral 

areas  

 

Early October, Congress members, such as John 

Adams, and colonial governments pushed Congress 

in creating a navy, however small. To examine the 

possible establishment of a national navy, the Naval 

Committee was appointed on 5 October 

(predecessor to the House and Senate Committees 

on Naval Affairs). On 13 October 1775, Congress 

authorized its Naval Committee to form a squadron 

of four converted Philadelphia merchantmen, with 

the addition of two smaller vessels. Despite a 

shortage in funding, the Continental Navy was 

formed.  

 

In 1775, the Royal Navy numbered 268 warships, 

and by the end of the year it grew to a fleet force of 

468 ships; its naval personnel increased during the 

war from 10,000 to 18,000. By contrast, the 

Continental Navy—including the state navies—had 

managed to maintain over 50 commissioned 

warships by winter of 1776–1777, which fell in 

numbers thereafter; its manpower most likely 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts_Bay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Franklin_(1775)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Hancock_(1775)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Lee_(1775)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Warren_(1775)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vermont
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green_Mountain_Boys
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benedict_Arnold
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capture_of_Fort_Ticonderoga
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capture_of_Fort_Ticonderoga
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Ticonderoga
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Champlain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flotilla
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Light_artillery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sloop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Enterprise_(1775)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts_militia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Committee_of_Safety_(American_Revolution)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Invasion_of_Canada_(1775)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quebec
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Lawrence_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Montgomery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arnold%27s_expedition_to_Quebec
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhode_Island_Assembly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delaware_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Adams
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Adams
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Naval_Committee_(1775)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Naval_Committee_(1775)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Committee_on_Naval_Affairs_(disambiguation)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Committee_on_Naval_Affairs_(disambiguation)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cargo_ship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Navy


numbered no more than a total of 30,000 sailors and 

marines. To the hundreds of small privateers that 

sailed the North Atlantic, the American naval forces 

found it increasingly difficult to take prizes, let 

alone influence the outcome of the war.  

 

Resolved, That two Battalions of marines be raised, 
consisting of one Colonel, two Lieutenant Colonels, 
two Majors, and other officers as usual in other 
regiments; and that they consist of an equal number 
of privates with other battalions; that particular care 
be taken, that no persons be appointed to office, or 
enlisted into said Battalions, but such as are good 
seamen, or so acquainted with maritime affairs as 
to be able to serve to advantage by sea when 
required; that they be enlisted and commissioned to 
serve for and during the present war between Great 
Britain and the colonies, unless dismissed by order 
of Congress: that they be distinguished by the 
names of the first and second battalions of 
American Marines, and that they be considered as 
part of the number which the continental Army 
before Boston is ordered to consist of. 
 
 
Ordered, that a copy of the above be transmitted to 
the General. 

Second Continental Congress on 10 November 
1775 

 

The Second Continental Congress convened in 

Philadelphia on 9 November 1775, consulting the 

Naval Committee to send an amphibious expedition 

to Halifax in Nova Scotia. Having launched two 

land expeditions toward the St. Lawrence 

River months earlier, (as Richard Montgomery's 

and Benedict Arnold's forces were each making 

their way toward Quebec City to join forces, later 

leading to the Battle of Quebec), Congress was 

convinced that sending marines to fight at sea and 

engage military operations ashore were paramount 

in destroying an important British naval base in 

Halifax, and to procure enemy provisions and 

supplies, if possible. On 10 November 1775, the 

Naval Committee was directed by Congress to raise 

two marine battalions at the Continental expense. 

Also, Congress decided the marines would not only 

be used for the Nova Scotia expedition but for 

subsequent service thereafter. Henceforth, the Naval 

Committee established a network of appointments 

for offices; paymaster, commissions, procurements, 

equipment, etc., for establishing a future national 

corps of marines. The United States Marine Corps 

still celebrates 10 November, as its official 

birthday Borrowing from the Royal Navy, the 

practices and printed instructions were outlined in 

the "Rules for the Regulations of the Navy of 

the United Colonies." It was intended that the 

American marines would provide the same services 

as British marines.  

 

 

 

A portrait of Major Samuel Nicholas, the first Commandant of 

the Marine Corps, 1775. 

 

The two battalions of Continental Marines officially 

became "resolved" when Congress issued the first 

commission to Captain Samuel Nicholas on 28 

November 1775. Nicholas' family 

were tavernkeepers, his prominence came not from 

his work but from his leadership in two local clubs 

for fox-hunters and sport fishermen. Historian 

Edwin Simmons surmises that it is most likely 

Nicholas was using his family tavern, the 

"Conestoga Waggon" [sic], as a recruiting 
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post; although the standing legend in the United 

States Marine Corps today places its first recruiting 

post at Tun Tavern in Philadelphia. 
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November   

Frank Zebert November 1 

Carl Weidemeyer November 4 

Eric Lewis November 6 

Kurt L. Weidemeyer November 7 

Harry Heiser November 7 

Oscar Gay November 10 

John Herrick Embree November 15 

Frederick E. Covalt November 16 

William P. Niemann November 17 

Harry Jamieson November 22 

Marshal Farrer November 24 

Allwood Scott November 25 

Levi Bernhardt November 26 

Harold Lampert November 30 
 

  

   

   

   
   

   

 
  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   



Our next meeting  
 

           Luncheon Meeting 
 

Wednesday, November 20, 2019 
 

Where: Dunedin Golf Club, 1050 Palm Blvd, Dunedin, FL 34698 

Time: 11:30 A.M. 

Menu: Turkey Butternut squash soup, mashed potatoes, gravy, stuffing, green 

beans, pumpkin pie; Accompaniments: Rolls and Butter/ Iced Tea/coffee- 

Regular and Decaf/ hot tea 

Note: If you have any dietary restrictions or questions be sure to mention them 

when you make your reservation 

Cost: $20.00

 

Program:  Veterans Program 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

RSVP by November 17 by calling 

Lewis Harris at 727-784-4297 or 

email at Lharris4@tampabay.rr.com



 
   

   

   
Recessional  

 

Until we meet again, let us remember our 

obligations to our forefathers, who gave 

us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an 

independent Supreme Court, and a nation 

of free men. 

********************************** 

 

The Sons of the American Revolution is a 
historical, educational and patriotic non-
profit, United States 501 (c) 3 corporation 
that seeks to maintain and extend  
(1) the institution of American freedom,  
(2) an appreciation for true patriotism, 
(3) a respect for our national symbols,  
(4) the value of American citizenship, and  
(5) the unifying force of e pluribus unam 
that has created, from the people of 
many nations, one nation, and one 
people.  
 
We do this by perpetuating the stories of 
patriotism, courage, sacrifice, tragedy, 
and triumph of the men who achieved 
the independence of the American 
people in the belief that these stories are 
universal ones of man’s eternal struggle 
against tyranny, relevant to all time, and 
will inspire and strengthen each 
succeeding generation as it too is called 
upon to defend our freedom on the 
battlefield and in our public institutions 
   

   

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  
 

 
 


