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From the President 

 
Compatriots, 

This is my last message as President (now 
Past President) of the Clearwater Chapter. I 
want to thank all of you for having the 
confidence in me to serve as the Chapter 
President for 2019, and for all the assistance I 
received from all of the chapter officers and 
committee chairmen during my term of office. It 
was a privilege to serve the Chapter.   

After working closely with President Bob 
Anderson in his role as 1st Vice President this 
past year, I am confident that he will be an 
outstanding President. The Clearwater Chapter 
is fortunate to have such a talented and 
dedicated man willing to serve.  Please give 
him, and all the new officers, your support.   

I have volunteered to continue as the Editor of 
the newsletter, and look forward to continue 
supporting the chapter in this role. The 
newsletter is the vehicle for creating “situational 

awareness” of the chapter’s activities, and I 
hope you send me your articles and your 
thoughts about making the newsletter better.  

I wish you and your families a healthy and 
happy 2020.  

Yours in patriotism, 

Jim Grayshaw 

*************************************************** 

Compatriots,  
 
My goal this year is to expand each 
committee to at least two members, 
chairman and co-chairman. It is 
essential that we train our members so 
that we can cover a chairman due to 
absence or illness. I will encourage 
newer members to choose and serve on 
one of our many committees. 
 
I have been aware that some members 
who cannot come to our regular 
meetings on the third Wednesday of 
each month would like the opportunity to 
meet at another time. 
 
To accommodate this, and to expand 
our activities in general, I have planned 
some new activities. 
 
On the second Saturday of February, 
March and April 2020, the Clearwater 
Chapter of the SAR and the Caladesi 
Chapter of the DAR will sponsor free 

Patriotic movies at the Dunedin Library 
from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm. Look for 
details in the coming newsletters. 



I have also planned a Dinner/Dance 
celebration of the 131st anniversary of 
the founding of the SAR, at the Dunedin 
Golf Club at 6:00. Again, look for details 
in the coming newsletter. 

Lastly, the Caladesi Chapter of the DAR 
has invited all the members of the 
Clearwater Chapter SAR to their 
January 20th Salad Luncheon meeting as 
their guests.  I urge all of you to come 
and show our chapter’s support of this 
wonderful DAR chapter. This year the 
Salad Luncheon will be held at the North 
Dunedin Baptist Church, 1598 Michigan 
Blvd, located on the corner of Michigan 
Blvd and County Road 1. The date again 
is January 20th, and the time of the event 
is 11:30 AM. 

Yours in patriotism, 

Bob Anderson 

    

 

 
 

December’s Meeting 
 

The Clearwater Chapter of the Florida Society 
SAR held its Regularly Scheduled Meeting on 
Wednesday, December 18, 2019 at the 
Dunedin Golf Club beginning at 12:00 p.m., 
President Jim Grayshaw presided. There were 
46 members and guests in attendance. 
 
The President called the meeting to order. The 
Invocation was given by Chaplain George 
Youstra, Compatriot Robert Brotherton led 
members in reciting the Pledge to the Flag of 
the United States of America, and Compatriot 
Bob Anderson led the Pledge to the Sons of the 
American Revolution. Past President Bob 
Cundiff then led the group in the singing of 
“God Bless America”. 
 

 
 
President Jim Grayshaw then introduced the 
Head Table, after which he introduced Past 
Chapter Presidents, and current Officers, past 
Patriot Medal Winners, members of the Ladies 
Auxiliary, and members of the DAR. President 
Grayshaw asked if there were any prospective 
SAR members, none stepped forward.  There 



was one visiting SAR member, Craig Miller 
from Buffalo, New York. We had guests, Lee 
and Sharon Vincent, and Linda Miller from 
Buffalo, New York.  
 
President Grayshaw recessed the meeting for 
lunch. 
 
After lunch President Grayshaw, and with the 
serving of cake, a special piece with one lit 
candle was presented to Hal Miller to celebrate 
his 100th birthday. Everyone sang Happy 
Birthday. President Grayshaw also announced 
that the Board of Governors had decided that 
because Hal had achieved his 100th birthday 
the Chapter would hereafter pay his dues for 
him. 
 
President Grayshaw then asked Compatriot 
David Bussone, Senior Vice President of 
FLSSAR to come up to conduct the installation 
of officers for the year 2020.  
 

 
 
Compatriot Bussone made a few remarks as to 
why FLSSAR President William Lee Popham 
was not present, being that his 13-year-old son 
had been stabbed several times at their home.  
He went on the say it appeared he would fully 
recover, and he was now out of the extreme 
critical care unit.   

 
Vice President Bussone then addressed the 
2020 officers and directors whom had been 
asked to come forward and had them 
acknowledge their acceptance of the office they 
had been elected to an agreement to abide by 
the SAR guidelines and SAR pledge. The 
Officers and Governors sworn in were  
 
1st VP Robert Brotherton, 2nd Vice President 
James Koontz, Secretary Larry Patterson, 
Treasurer Kevin McFarland, 
Registrar/Genealogist Parks Honeywell, 
Chaplin George Youstra, Sergeant at Arms 
Russell Pebworth, Past President James 
Grayshaw, Governor James Grayshaw and 
Governor Patrick Niemann  
 

 
 
President Grayshaw then gave out his awards. 
 

 
 
A Certificate of Appreciation was presented to 
Chuck Kerr for his work on the 50/50 raffle, and 
to Margaret Harris (Ladies Auxiliary) for 
providing the baskets to be raffled every month.  



 
 
A Certificate of Appreciation was presented to 
the Call Committee, Lew Harris (Chair) Kevin 
MacFarland, Harry Fuller, and James Koontz.  
 

 
A Certificate of Appreciation to the Awards 
Committee, Robert Brotherton (Chair), Jim 
Philips, Patrick Niemann, Parks Honeywell, 
Robert Cundiff, and Russell Pebworth,  
 

 
A Certificate of Appreciation was presented to 
Charles Wetherbee for his outstanding 
contribution to the Color Guard. 
 

 
 
A Certificate of Meritorious Service was 
presented to Robert Brotherton. 
 

 
 
An Oak Leaf Cluster for the Bronze Roger 
Sherman Medal was presented to Pat Niemann 
and George Yuestra. 
 

 
 
A Meritorious Service Medal was presented to 
Robert Anderson and Pat Niemann and an Oak 



Leaf Cluster for the Meritorious Service  Medal 
was presented to Parks Honeywell. 
 

 
 
A Certificate and Medal of Appreciation was 
given to Margaret Wetherbee for her 
contribution to the Ladies Auxiliary. 
 

 
 
The Lydia Darragh Medal was presented to 
Susan Grayshaw for her support of the 
Clearwater Chapter.   
 

 
 
After completion of the awards FLSAR Senior 

Vice President David Bussone was asked to 
swear in our new President Robert Anderson. 
Compatriot Anderson took the oath of office 
and then took over as President and took 
control of the meeting. 
 

 
Senior Vice President David Bussone presents 
the gavel to incoming President Robert 
Anderson. 
 
 

 
 
President Anderson then called Past President 
James Grayshaw forward and presented him 
with the outgoing Presidents pin. 
 



 
 
President Anderson then asked FLSAR Vice 
President David Bussone, Sr., to come forward, 
and presented him with a certificate of 
Appreciation. 
  

 
The Officers of the Clearwater Chapter, Sons of 
the American Revolution. 
 
The 50/50 drawing was won by Compatriot 
Cole Kujumdziev, a second drawing for a 
basket donated by the Ladies Auxiliary was 
won by Compatriot Harold Miller, and the 
second basket donated by the Ladies Auxiliary 
was won by.  

 
President Anderson made the following 
announcements: 
 

• January 13 BOG meeting 10 a.m. 

Countryside Public Library  

• January 15 Chapter meeting 12 NOON 

Dunedin Golf Club 

• February 8, 2020 the film musical “1776” 
at the Dunedin Public Library from 2 to 4 

p.m.  This is a joint sponsorship with the 
Caledesi Chapter of DAR.  Each 
organization will have representatives 
present to distribute information about 
our organizations and chapters. 

• Caledesi Chapter DAR Annual 
Genealogy Seminar Wednesday 
February 12, 1-3 p.m. Dunedin Public 
Library.  

• Compatriot Anderson also announced he 
had reserved Thursday April 30, 2020 at 
the Dunedin Golf Club at 6:00 PM so 
that we may celebrate the 131st 
anniversary of the founding of the Sons 
of the American Revolution. 

• May 1 and 2, 2020, FLSAR BOM, 
Kissimmee, Florida. 
 

President Anderson then said if there was no 
further business the meeting would be 
adjourned.  
 
Following the Benediction by Compatriot 
George Youstra and the reciting of the SAR 
Recessional led by President Anderson, the 
meeting was adjourned. 
  
 
Submitted by Larry Patterson, Secretary  
 

 
 



Please bring personal care items 

such as soap, toothpaste, or razors, 

calendars, magazines, and books 

(for both men and women), to the 

next meeting 

 
 
Thanks to everyone who has donated books, 
magazines, bookmarks, calendars, and 
toothpaste, soap, etc. (personal items) this past 
year. 
 
On November 10, 2019 Margaret Harris took a 
box of magazines, books, and personal items to 
Heritage Park for the veterans. The director of 
Heritage Park took the items to the Haley VA 
Hospital in Tampa to the long-term nursing care 
unit in time for Christmas. 
 
Every Friday afternoon Lew and Margaret 
Harris take books, magazines, and bookmarks 
to the Palm Harbor VA CBOC at 35209 US 
Hwy 19 North, Palm Harbor.  We put the 
donated items on the tables in the two waiting 
rooms.  
 
All items are appreciated.  Items can be for 
men or women. Calendars are accepted all the 
time, because new veterans are always being 
treated.  Thanks. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos from December’s 

Meeting 

 

 
Charles and Marjorie Wetherbee 

 

 
Emily and Bob Anderson 



 

 

 
Margaret and Lew Harris 

 

 
Harry Fuller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Eugene Girardi 

 

 
Chuck Kerr 

 



 
Pat Monroe 

 

 
Larry Patterson 

 
Hall Miller 

 

 
Jim Philips 



 
Jim Gibson 

 

 
J. Ralph Wilson and his wife Donna Mae. 

 
Dr. David Leonard 

 

 
Harry Fuller and Bob Anderson 



 
Parks Honeywell 

 

 
Jim Koontz 

 
Lois MacFarland 

 

 
 Cole Kujumdziev 

 



 
Bruce Farrer 

 

 

 
Kevin MacFarland 

 
Margaret Harris 

 

Russell Pebworth 



 

George Pratt 

 

Woody Weidemeyer 

 

 

Lew Harris 

 

 

Lewis Bartholf 

 



 

David and Mary Kitchen 

 

Jeanne Wilson 

 

Eugene Girardi 

 

Bob Brotherton 



 

Michael LaVean 

 

Pat Niemann and David Bussone 

 

Hal Miller and family 

 

 

****************************** 

Announcements:  

Due to a price increase in the cost of 

our meals at the Dunedin Golf Club 

we will be increasing our charge to 

the members from $20 to $23 

beginning the January 2020 meeting. 

Without the increase we would be 

losing money for every person 

attending. 

 

Ladies Auxiliary 
 
Margaret Harris has updated the Ladies' Auxiliary 

for the 2020 year. All members are the same as last 

year (except Karen Furnish whose husband died, 

and she asked to be dropped -she will continue to 

support the LAFLSSAR in other ways.) 

 

Exciting new plans for the State Ladies' according to 

Anne McGuire, treasurer, include planning for the 



2023 National Convention somewhere in the 

Orlando area.  She will let us know.  Some ideas are 

gift bags for all the SAR members attending the 

conference.  She will need help collecting items and 

stuffing the gift bags. In the planning stage is a 

Hospitality Room during the conference with food 

and refreshments for the conference goers. We have 

helped with hospitality in the past for SAR 

members. 

 

The dues the ladies’ pay go for Youth Speaking 

Awards at the May meeting of the SAR Board of 

Management.  The Ladies' also make decorations for 

the twice-yearly State SAR banquets and decorate 

the conference area.  Our Clearwater Chapter of the 

Ladies' Auxiliary has been furnishing two gift 

baskets for the BOM meetings. Usually there are 

over 14 gift baskets raffled off at the 

meetings.  Donations of used gift baskets and 

household items are accepted at our Clearwater 

Chapter meetings for our gift baskets and the state 

gift baskets. Mary Kitchen will accept money for the 

ladies to buy items for the gift baskets if you want to 

donate money.  

 

Thanks for supporting the Clearwater Ladies' SAR 

Auxiliary. 

 

Margaret Harris  

 
 

 

Schedule of Meetings 
 

January 15   (M) 

January 13   (C) 

 

February 10   (C) 

February 19   (M) 

 

March 16   (C) 

March 18   (M) 

April 13   (C) 

April 15   (M) 

 

May 18   (C) 

May 20   (M) 

 

September 16  (C) 

September 18  (M) 

 

October 14   (C) 

October 16   (M) 

 

November 18  (C) 

November 20  (M) 

 

December 16  (C) 

December 18  (M) 
 

 

2020 Meeting Schedule  

Clearwater Chapter, SAR  

  

Board of Governors (C) 

Membership Meeting  (M) 

 

 

      

(M) Membership Luncheon Meetings at 11:30 

a.m. Dunedin Country Club, Palm Blvd, Dunedin  

(meetings are on the third Wednesday of the 

month or as noted above),  
  

Board of Governors meetings at 10:00 a.m. 

  

Countryside Library (C) 

2642 Sabal Springs Drive 

Clearwater, FL 

 (meetings are on the Monday before the 

Luncheon meeting or as noted above) 

 



Links & Resources: 
 

Our Chapter website: 

http://clearwatersar.org/ 

Our Chapter Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/SARCl

earwater/ 

 

SAR National website : 

https://www.sar.org/ 

 

SAR Florida website: 

http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/

Tabs.asp 

 

1st Vice President Robert  

Brotherton 

 

 
 

Wreaths Across America 

On Saturday, December 14th, Jim Grayshaw, Bob 

Anderson and I represented the Clearwater Chapter 

of the Sons of the American revolution at the 

Wreaths Across America program at the Dunedin 

Cemetery. The Clearwater Chapter decided this year 

to donate five wreaths to that program. 

 

 For those who do not know about the Wreaths 

Across America, the story is quite interesting. 

Morrill Worcester, owner of Worcester Wreath 

Company of Harrington, Maine, was a 12 year old 

paper boy for the Bangor Daily News when he 

won a trip to Washington D.C. His first trip to our 

nation’s capital was one he would never forget, 

and Arlington National Cemetery made an 

especially indelible impression on him. This 

experience followed him throughout his life and 

successful career, reminding him that his good 

fortune was due, in large part, to the values of this 

nation and the veterans who made the ultimate 

sacrifice for their country. 

 

 

Bob Anderson, Dunedin Commissioner Jeff Gow, Jim 

Grayshaw, and Bob Brotherton 

 

In 1992, Worcester Wreath found themselves with 

a surplus of wreaths nearing the end of the holiday 

season. Remembering his boyhood experience at 

Arlington, Worcester realized he had an 

opportunity to honor our country’s veterans. With 

the aid of Maine Senator Olympia Snowe, 

http://clearwatersar.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.sar.org/
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp
http://www.worcesterwreath.com/
http://www.worcesterwreath.com/


arrangements were made for the wreaths to be 

placed at Arlington in one of the older sections of 

the cemetery that had been receiving fewer 

visitors with each passing year. 

 

As plans were underway, a number of other  

individuals and organizations stepped up to help.  

James Prout, owner of local trucking company  

Blue Bird Ranch, Inc., generously provided  

transportation all the way to Virginia. Volunteers  

from the local American Legion and VFW Posts  

gathered with members of the community to 

decorate each wreath with traditional red, hand-

tied bows. Members of the Maine State Society of 

Washington, D.C. helped to organize the wreath-

laying, which included a special ceremony at the 

Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 

 

The annual tribute went on quietly for several 

years, until 2005, when a photo of the stones at 

Arlington, adorned with wreaths and covered in 

snow, circulated around the internet. Suddenly, 

the project received national attention. Thousands 

of requests poured in from all over the country 

from people wanting to help with Arlington, to 

emulate the Arlington project at their National and 

State cemeteries, or to simply share their stories 

and thank Morrill Worcester for honoring our 

nation’s heroes. 

 

Unable to donate thousands of wreaths to each 

state, Worcester began sending seven wreaths to 

every state, one for each branch of the military, 

and for POW/MIAs. In 2006, with the help of the 

Civil Air Patrol and other civic organizations, 

simultaneous wreath-laying ceremonies were held 

at over 150 locations around the country. The 

Patriot Guard Riders volunteered as escort for the 

wreaths going to Arlington. This began the annual 

“Veterans Honor Parade” that travels the east 

coast in early December. 

 

The annual trip to Arlington and the groups of 

volunteers eager to participate in Worcester’s 

simple wreath-laying event grew each year until it 

became clear the desire to remember and honor 

our country’s fallen heroes was bigger than 

Arlington, and bigger than this one company. 

In 2007, the Worcester family, along with 

veterans, and other groups and individuals who 

had helped with their annual veterans wreath 

ceremony in Arlington, formed Wreaths Across 

America, a non-profit 501-(c)(3) organization, to 

continue and expand this effort, and support other 

groups around the country who wanted to do the 

same. The mission of the group is simple: 

In 2008, over 300 locations held wreath-laying 

ceremonies in every state, Puerto Rico and 24 

overseas cemeteries. Over 100,000 wreaths were 

placed on veterans’ graves. Over 60,000 

volunteers participated. And that year, December 

13, 2008 was unanimously voted by the US 

Congress as “Wreaths Across America Day”. 

In 2014, Wreaths Across America and its national 

network of volunteers laid over 700,000 memorial 

wreaths at 1,000 locations in the United States and 

beyond, including ceremonies at the Pearl Harbor 

Memorial, as well as Bunker Hill, Valley Forge 

and the sites if the September 11 tragedies. This 

was accomplished with help from 2,047 

fundraising groups, corporate contributions, and 

donations of trucking, shipping, and thousands of 

helping hands. The organization's goal of covering 

Arlington National Cemetery was met in 2014 

with the placement of 226,525 wreaths. 

 

The wreath-laying is still held annually, on the 

second or third Saturday of December. WAA's 

annual pilgrimage from Harrington, Maine to 

Arlington National Cemetery has become known 

as the world’s largest veterans’ parade, stopping at 

schools, monuments, veterans’ homes and 

communities all along the way to remind people 

how important it is to remember, honor and teach. 

 



 
 

 

 

Participants at the ceremony included the Dunedin 
High School Band and the Civil Air Patrol Clearwater 
Composite Squadron SER-FL-447 (FL0666P) 



 

Bob Anderson placed a wreath on a veteran’s grave 

 

Caladesi DAR members who attended the wreath laying 

ceremony were Jenny Kidd, Susan Grayshaw, and 

Charlene Dzierzawski,  

 2nd Vice President James Koontz 

 
 
I am looking forward to the coming year and the 
new challenges it will bring. I am confident that 
with your assistance the awards will be given. 

 

Bellaire Parade December 

8th 

 

L-R Parks Honeywell, Bob Anderson Jim Grayshaw, 

Harry Fuller Susan Grayshaw, Jim Gibson, Charles 

Wetherbee, Jim Philips, and Bob Cundiff 



 

 

  

 
Susan Grayshaw and Bob Anderson 

Future Speakers 

 

February 19, 2020   Carleton (Woody) 

Weidemeyer “The Hessians”  

  

March 18, 2020    Lori Coffey “Women 

of 1620”  

  

April 15, 2020    Dr. Roger Smith  

  

May 20, 2020    Robbie Robinson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Books about the 

Revolution 

 

 

 
 

• Print Length: 262 pages 

• Page Numbers Source ISBN: 0674971795 

• Publisher: Harvard University Press (September 17, 
2019) 

 

T. H. Breen introduces us to the 
ordinary men and women who took 
responsibility for the course of the 

American revolution. Far from the 
actions of the Continental Congress 
and the Continental Army, they 
took the reins of power and 
preserved a political culture based 
on the rule of law, creating 
America’s political identity in the 
process. 

About the Author 

T. H. Breen is John Kluge Professor 
of American Law and Governance 
at the Library of Congress and 
Founding Director of the Chabraja 
Center for Historical Studies at 
Northwestern University. A former 

Guggenheim Fellow, he has taught 
American history at Oxford, 
Cambridge, and Yale universities 
and is James Marsh Professor-at-
Large at the University of Vermont. 
He is the author of many books, 
including George Washington’s 
Journey, winner of the History Prize 
of the Society of the Cincinnati and 

finalist for the George Washington 
Book Prize; and Marketplace of 
Revolution, winner of the Society of 
Colonial Wars Book Award. He is a 
frequent contributor to the New 
York Review of Books and Times 
Literary Supplement. 
 



 
• Hardcover: 424 pages 

• Publisher: Knox Press (January 29, 2019) 

• Language: English 

• ISBN-10: 1948496046 

• ISBN-13: 978-1948496049 

While the American Revolution seemed on the 
verge of defeat on December 25, 1776, George 
Washington had assessed the weaknesses and 
strengths of his situation, and while steadfastly 
focusing on ultimate victory, reacted to the 
complex situation and developments over the 
next ten days to turn the psychological, if not 
the strictly military, situation completely around. 
 
On December 25, 1776 the American 
Revolution seemed all but defeated just six 
months after the Declaration of Independence 
had been adopted. General George 
Washington’s army had suffered a series of 

defeats in New York, retreated under British 
pressure across New Jersey, and then crossed 
the Delaware River to temporary sanctuary in 
Pennsylvania. This left the British army in a 
string of winter cantonments across the middle 
of New Jersey, the New Jersey state 
government in total disarray, and the 
Continental Congress fleeing Philadelphia, 
fearfully perceived to be the next British target. 
Loyalists in New Jersey felt empowered and 
Patriots felt abandoned. Washington needed 
not only a battlefield victory, but also to 
reestablish Patriot control in New Jersey.  
 
The story of these ten crucial days is one that 
displays Washington’s military and 
interpersonal abilities along with his personal 
determination and bravery to keep the 
Revolution alive through restoring the 
psychological confidence of the Patriots, while 
reducing that of his British political and military 
opponents. Throughout these ten days, 
Washington’s efforts faced constantly changing 
situations, requiring modifications or completely 
new plans that fortunately often benefitted from 
elements of luck, such as the weather or British 
decisions, which he could not control. 
 
Join the winter patriots who marched with 
Washington, fought, and died in frigid 
temperatures during those “times that tried 
men’s souls”.  Through meticulous primary 
source research and masterful storytelling, 
author William L. Kidder corrects the record and 
presents what we now know about how 
Washington exploited his enemy’s hubris by 
leading his upstart army in daring maneuvers 
that humiliated His Majesty’s forces in just ten 
short days that changed the course of history. 

************************************************************** 

 

 



Events in the War of 
the American Revolution 

Let us remember January for the 
Battle of Cowpens  

The Battle of Cowpens was an engagement during 

the American Revolutionary War fought on 

January 17, 1781, between American Colonial 

forces under Brigadier General Daniel 

Morgan and British forces under Lieutenant Colonel 

Sir Banastre Tarleton, as part of the campaign in 

the Carolinas (North and South). The battle was a 

turning point in the American reconquest of South 

Carolina from the British. 

Morgan's forces conducted a double envelopment of 

Tarleton's forces, the only double envelopment of 

the war. Tarleton's force of 1000 British troops were 

set against 2000 troops under Morgan. Morgan's 

forces suffered casualties of only 20 killed and 69 

wounded. Tarleton's force was almost completely 

eliminated with almost 30% casualties and 55% of 

his force captured or missing, with Tarleton himself 

and only about 200 British troops escaping. 

A small force of the Continental Army under the 

command of Morgan had marched to the west of 

the Catawba River, in order to forage for supplies 

and raise the morale of local Colonial sympathizers. 

The British had received incorrect reports that 

Morgan's army was planning to attack the important 

strategic fort of Ninety Six, held by American 

Loyalists to the British Crown and located in the 

west of the Carolinas. The British considered 

Morgan's army a threat to their left flank. 

General Charles 

Cornwallis dispatched cavalry (dragoons) 

commander Tarleton to defeat Morgan's command. 

Upon learning Morgan's army was not at Ninety Six, 

Tarleton, bolstered by British reinforcements, set off 

in hot pursuit of the American detachment. 

Morgan resolved to make a stand near the Broad 

River. He selected a position on two low hills in 

open woodland, with the expectation that the 

aggressive Tarleton would make a headlong assault 

without pausing to devise a more intricate plan. He 

deployed his army in three main lines. Tarleton's 

army, after exhaustive marching, reached the field 

malnourished and heavily fatigued. Tarleton 

attacked immediately; however, the 

American defense-in-depth absorbed the impact of 

the British attack. The British lines lost their 

cohesion as they hurried after the retreating 

Americans. When Morgan's army went on the 

offensive, it wholly overwhelmed Tarleton's force. 

Tarleton's brigade was wiped out as an effective 

fighting force, and, coupled with the British defeat 

at the Battle of Kings Mountain in the northwest 

corner of South Carolina, this action compelled 

Cornwallis to pursue the main southern American 

army into North Carolina, leading to the Battle of 

Guilford Court House, and Cornwallis's eventual 

defeat at the Siege of Yorktown in Virginia in 

October 1781. 

Morgan's army took 712 prisoners, which included 

200 wounded. Even worse for the British, the forces 

lost (especially the British Legion and the dragoons) 

constituted the cream of Cornwallis's army. 

Additionally, 110 British soldiers were killed in 

action, and every artilleryman was either killed or 

incapacitated by wounds. Tarleton suffered an 86 

percent casualty rate, and his brigade had been 

wiped out as a fighting force. John Eager Howard 

quoted Maj. McArthur of the 71st Highlanders, now 

a prisoner of the Americans, as saying that "he was 

an officer before Tarleton was born; that the best 

troops in the service were put under 'that boy' to be 

sacrificed." An American prisoner later told that 

when Tarleton reached Cornwallis and reported the 

disaster, Cornwallis placed his sword tip on the 

ground and leaned on it until the blade snapped.  

Historian Lawrence E. Babits has demonstrated that 

Morgan's official report of 73 casualties appears to 

have only included his Continental troops. From 

surviving records, he has been able to identify by 

name 128 Colonial soldiers who were either killed 

or wounded at Cowpens. He also presents an entry 

in the North Carolina State Records that shows 68 

Continental and 80 Militia casualties. It would 

appear that both the number of Morgan's casualties 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolutionary_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Morgan
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and the total strength of his force were about double 

what he officially reported.  

Tarleton's apparent recklessness in pushing his 

command so hard in pursuit of Morgan that they 

reached the battlefield in desperate need of rest and 

food may be explained by the fact that, up until 

Cowpens, every battle that he and his British Legion 

had fought in the South had been a relatively easy 

victory. He appears to have been so concerned with 

pursuing Morgan that he quite forgot that it was 

necessary for his men to be in a fit condition to fight 

a battle once they caught him, though Cornwallis 

himself did press Tarleton to take aggressive action.  

Coming in the wake of the American debacle at 

Camden, Cowpens was a surprising victory and a 

turning point that changed the psychology of the 

entire war—"spiriting up the people", not only those 

of the backcountry Carolinas, but those in all the 

Southern states. As it was, the Americans were 

encouraged to fight further, and the Loyalists and 

British were demoralized. Furthermore, its strategic 

result—the destruction of an important part of the 

British army in the South—was crucial toward 

ending the war. Along with the British defeat at the 

Battle of Kings Mountain, Cowpens was a serious 

blow to Cornwallis, who might have defeated much 

of the remaining resistance in South Carolina had 

Tarleton won at Cowpens. Instead, the battle set in 

motion a series of events leading to the end of the 

war. Cornwallis abandoned his pacification efforts 

in South Carolina, stripped his army of its excess 

baggage, and pursued Greene's force into North 

Carolina. Skirmishes occurred at the Catawba River 

(February 1, 1781) and other fords. Yet, after a long 

chase Cornwallis met Greene at the Battle of 

Guilford Court House, winning a pyrrhic 

victory that so damaged his army that he withdrew 

to Yorktown, Virginia, to rest and refit. Washington 

seized this opportunity to trap and defeat Cornwallis 

at the Battle of Yorktown, which caused the British 

to give up their efforts to defeat the Americans.  

 

The 13-striped, 13-starred American flag, with a 

single star in the center of a circling constellation, 

once believed to be flown during the battle, became 

known as the Cowpens flag. 

 

In the opinion of John Marshall, "Seldom has a 

battle, in which greater numbers were not engaged, 

been so important in its consequences as that of 

Cowpens."  It gave General Nathanael Greene his 

chance to conduct a campaign of "dazzling 

shiftiness" that led Cornwallis by "an unbroken 

chain of consequences to the catastrophe at 

Yorktown which finally separated America from the 

British crown". 
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January   

James H. Kersey January 1 

Paul DiNardo January 7 

Nathan Adams January 14 

Robert Richardson January 18 

George C. Pratt January 24 

Shaun Klucznik January 24 

James L. Gibson, Jr. January 26 

Merwin V. Greene  January 29 
 

  
   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

    

  

   

   

   
   

   

 
  



Our next meeting  
 

           Luncheon Meeting 
 

Wednesday, January 15, 2020 
 

Where: Dunedin Golf Club, 1050 Palm Blvd, Dunedin, FL 34698 

Time: 11:30 A.M. 

Menu: Beef Bourguignon, egg noodles, tossed salad, seasonal vegetables, mini 

hot fudge sundae; Accompaniments: Rolls and Butter/ Iced Tea/coffee- Regular 

and Decaf/ hot tea 

Note: If you have any dietary restrictions or questions be sure to mention them 

when you make your reservation 

Cost: $23.00 

 

Program:  Mary Ann Hamilton 

speaking about Alexander 

Hamilton 
 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

RSVP by January 12 by calling Lewis 

Harris at 727-784-4297 or email at 

Lharris4@tampabay.rr.com



 
   

   

   

Recessional  
 

Until we meet again, let us remember our 

obligations to our forefathers, who gave 

us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an 

independent Supreme Court, and a nation 

of free men. 

********************************** 

 

The Sons of the American 
Revolution is a historical, 
educational and patriotic non-
profit, United States 501 (c) 3 
corporation that seeks to maintain 
and extend  
(1) the institution of American 
freedom,  
(2) an appreciation for true 
patriotism, 
(3) a respect for our national 
symbols,  
(4) the value of American 
citizenship, and  
(5) the unifying force of e pluribus 
unam that has created, from the 
people of many nations, one 
nation, and one people.  
 
We do this by perpetuating the 
stories of patriotism, courage, 
sacrifice, tragedy, and triumph of 
the men who achieved the   

independence of the American 
people in the belief that these 
stories are universal ones of man’s 
eternal struggle against tyranny, 
relevant to all time, and will inspire 
and strengthen each succeeding 
generation as it too is called upon 
to defend our freedom on the 
battlefield and in our public 
institutions 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  
 

 
 


