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From the President 

 
Compatriots, 

 If you have not paid your dues for 2020, I 

encourage you to do so before the end of December.  

Your membership has value to you. I would suggest that 

the SAR and membership in the SAR can benefit you by 

 

● honoring your Patriot ancestor(s) who fought to 

win our nation’s independence 

● keeping your personal family history alive and 

stored in the records of the NSSAR and 

accessible to future generations. 

● offering an opportunity to meet with a 

community of men who share interests such as 

history and patriotism, and possibly developing 

lifelong friendships 

● delivering an environment which has the 

potential for learning and developing new  

skills, and serving the community through the 

various SAR programs. 

 

If we do not receive your payment by the end of 

December, we are required to drop you from the rolls as 

a member. Please don’t let that happen. 

 

The Clearwater Chapter is blessed with a great 

slate of incoming officers, and is in good shape 

financially. We do, however, have to make one 

adjustment next year. The Dunedin Golf Club has raised 

the cost of the luncheon for us, and we must pass the cost 

on to the members. Starting January 2020, the luncheon 

charge will be $23. No one wants to do this, but we must. 

 

I would like to apologize to James L. Gibson for 

not mentioning him in the introductions at the November 

meeting when I acknowledged the Patriot Medal 

Winners. I did mention Dan Hooper who received the 

Patriot Medal in 2014 and Parks Honeywell who 

received the medal in 2018, but I failed to mention James 

L. Gibson who received the Patriot medal in 2019, and 

for that I am truly sorry. As he reminded me, I sat next to 

him the night he received the medal, and that makes my 

forgetfulness all the more inexcusable. But I can plead a 

senior moment as I really am a senior. 

 

Around Dunedin are two metal drop boxes for 

old flags in need of retirement: The VFW Post 2550, 360 

Douglas Avenue, Dunedin, FL  34698, and the American 

Legion Post # 275, Wilson Avenue, Dunedin, FL, 

34698.  Both drop boxes are outside and open all the 

time.  

 

Lastly, the members of Clearwater SAR are 

invited to attend the Caladesi Chapter DAR Ladies' Salad 

Luncheon at noon on January 20, 2020 at the North 

Dunedin Baptist Church, Dunedin, 1598 Michigan Blvd, 

on the corner of Michigan Blvd and County Road 

One. (This is a different location from previous years.) 

The program will be about the Pinellas County Public 

Works Department, with guest speaker Alissa Berro. It 

would be good to have a strong attendance to show our 

support of Caladesi Chapter. 

 
Yours in patriotism,  

Jim Grayshaw     

    

 

 



November’s Meeting 
 

The Clearwater Chapter of the Florida Society 
SAR held its Regularly Scheduled Meeting on 
Wednesday, November 20, 2019 at the 
Dunedin Golf Club beginning at 12:00 p.m., 
President Jim Grayshaw presided. There were 
44 members and guests in attendance. 
 
The President called the meeting to order, The 
Invocation was given by visiting speaker and 
guest Rev. Fr. Robert “Bob” Swick.  Compatriot 
Robert Brotherton led members in reciting the 
Pledge to the Flag of the United States of 
America, and Compatriot Bob Anderson led the 
Pledge to the Sons of the American Revolution. 
Past President Bob Cundiff then led the group 
in the singing of “God Bless America”. 
 
President Jim Grayshaw then introduced the 
Head Table, after which he introduced Past 
Chapter Presidents, and current Officers, past 
Patriot Medal Winners, members of the Ladies 
Auxiliary, and members of the DAR. President 
Grayshaw asked if there were any prospective 
SAR members. Robin Smilley was recognized.  
There were no visiting SAR members. We had 
guests, Sharon Vincent, who is Hal Miller’s 
daughter, and Bud Carr from Washington D.C. 
Compatriot Bob Anderson, recognized 
Compatriot Richard Egbert, a 76-year member 
of SAR and his son Ed Juta. 
 
 President Grayshaw announced that  
commencing January of 2020, the price of 
meals would go up to $23.00 to cover 
increased costs charged to the Chapter by the 
Dunedin Country Club. 
 
 Compatriot Lt Commander Kevin 
MacFarland and his wife, Lois, were then asked 
to come forward.  Kevin stated that many of us 
had noticed the table to the left of the head 
table, he noted this was a round empty table 
that at many military functions and meals is set 

but never occupied, meant to represent 
POW/MIA Veterans. The tradition of setting a 
separate table in honor of our prisoner of war 
and missing comrades has been in place since 
the end of the Vietnam War.  The manner in 
which this table is decorated is full of special 
symbols to help us remember our brothers and 
sister in arms.  Kevin and Lois then performed 
the POW/MIA empty table ritual,  

The POW MIA Remembrance Ceremony. 

As you entered the banquet hall today, you 

may have noticed a small table in a place of 

honor. It is set for one. This table is our way of 

symbolizing the fact that members of our 

profession of arms are missing from our midst. 

They are commonly called POWs or MIAs, we 

call them "Brothers and Sisters." They are 

unable to be with us today and so we 

remember them. 

This Table set for one is small ‐‐ 

Symbolizing the frailty of one prisoner 

alone against his or her oppressors…

 .......................... Remember! 

The Tablecloth is white ‐‐ Symbolizing the purity 

of their intentions to respond to their country's 

call to arms… .... Remember! 

The single Red Rose displayed in a vase 

reminds us of the families and loved 

ones of our comrades‐in‐arms who keep 

the faith awaiting their return

 

Remember! 

The Yellow Ribbon tied so prominently on the 

vase is reminiscent of the yellow ribbon worn 

upon the lapel and breasts of thousands who 

bear witness to their unyielding determination 



to demand a proper accounting of our missing…

............................................................................... 

Remember! 

The Candle, the candle is lit ‐‐ Symbolizing the 
upward reach of their unconquerable spirits……….. 

Remember! 
 

A Slice of Lemon is on the bread plate to remind us 
of their bitter fate…
.................................................................................. 
Remember! 

 

There is Salt upon the bread plate ‐‐ Symbolic of 
the families’ tears as they wait…….... 

Remember! 
 

The Glass is inverted ‐‐ They cannot toast with us 
this night…
.................................................................................. 
Remember! 

 

The Chair – The chair is empty. They are not here
.................................................................................. 
Remember! 

 

All of you who served with them and called 

them comrades, who depended upon their 

might and aid, and relied upon them, for 

surely, they have not forsaken you

............................................................................ 

Remember! 

Remember! – 
 

Until the day they come 
home,………Remember!...... 

 
. 

 
Kevin and Lois MacFarland  

  
President Grayshaw then asked all veterans to 
stand and state the branch of the service they 
were in.   
 
 President Grayshaw recessed the 
meeting for lunch. 
 

President Grayshaw then asked First 
Vice President Bob Anderson to introduce 
Rev. Fr. Robert “Bob’ Swick.  

 
Bob Anderson began by saying Captain 

Swick joined the Marine Corps while in 
college, and that during his 4 years of active 
duty, he serviced with 1st Recon Battalion and 
2nd Battalion 5th Marines in Vietnam; was med 
evac’d to Philadelphia Naval Hospital; and 
then served with Marine Corps Air Station in 
Iwakuni, Japan, and finally as Company 
Commander at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. 

 
Rev. Fr. Robert “Bob’ Swick’s personal 

decorations include: The Bronze Star 
w/Combat V; Purple Heart; two Presidential 
Unit Citations; the Combat Action Ribbon; and 
Vietnam Cross of Gallantry.  

 
Father Bob was ordained in 2012 and is 

a priest of the Old Catholic Church. His 
Community Service includes: Pastor, St. 
Francis of Assisi Parish in Dunedin & St. 
Rocco Parish in Tampa, Missionary to 
Veterans in Tampa Bay, Chaplain, Clearwater 
Police Department, Chaplain in the Chapel of 



Four Chaplains Society and recipient of their 
Legion of Honor and Humanitarian Awards, 
Chairman/CEO, Tampa Bay Veterans 
Alliance, Veterans Advisory Council, U. S. 
Congressman Gus Bilirakis, Founding 
member Ridgefield, CT Marine Corps League 
(1972-present), Past Chair, 
Community/Veteran Engagement Board, Bay 
Pines VA District, Past Commander of four 
local Veteran Service Organizations, Past 
Board Member, Pinellas County's Boys & Girls 
Club.  Veterans Advocate, Founding member 
Florida Veterans Memorial Plaza in Clearwater 
and Combat Veterans Emergency Relief  

Fund.  
 

 
Fr. Bob Swick 
 

Rev Swick stated that the Tampa Bay 
Veterans Alliance was started 15 years ago to 
establish a basis for honoring Veterans who 
served to preserve America’s freedom from 
WWII to the present.  Initially there was 
reflection on Veterans parades and 
celebrations of the past which had diminished.  
The mayor of Clearwater wanted to recognize 
veterans and asked several individuals to help 
to establish a Clearwater Veterans Day, which 

became the Clearwater Veterans Alliance and 
subsequently when it was determined that 
many involved came from the entire region it 
morphed into the Tampa Bay Veterans 
Alliance. It was noted that missing in 
Clearwater Region’s history has been the 
military recognition of Veterans since WWI. 
Given that there are 400,000 living Veterans in 
the region, and an untold number of deceased 
Veterans, Tampa Bay Veterans Alliance has 
formed this memorial Foundation to give long 
overdue tribute to this region’s history. 
 

 
Fr. Bob Swick 

 
It was noted that Dunedin, where our 

meeting is held, is a Purple Heart City, one of 
the first in the United States and it now holds a 
Purple Heart celebration.  That the alliance in 
recognition of veterans has brought down, in 
recent years, the Marine Corp. Silent Drill 
Platoon, the Army 3rd Regiment known as the 
“Old Guard” which performs the ceremony at 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington 
National Cemetery and twice brought in the 
Vietnam Traveling Wall.  It was noted that we 
expect the nations large Vietnam Traveling Wall 
to be here again in 2021.  

 
To recognize our Veterans the 

organization assumed responsibility to create, 
fund and develop this Tribute at Crest Lake 
Park in Clearwater. Each Statue will recognize 
a particular Service and will depict the combat 
uniform of the era: WWII, Korea, Vietnam, 
Desert Storm, Operation Enduring Freedom, 



Operation Iraqi Freedom and perhaps unique in 
the United States, Veterans of the “Cold War” 
period.  In closing he said help fund the park 
and to recognize your veteran individual 
plaques 4 inches by 12 inches are available to 
purchase, he noted that our Compatriot and 
Past President Bob Cundiff has purchased 11 
plaques.   
 

 
Jim Grayshaw and Rev Swick 

 
President Grayshaw then presented a 
Certificate Appreciation to Rev Fr. Swick. 
 

 
Parks Honeywell and Jim Grayshaw 

 
President Grayshaw then presented a 25-year 
Certificate and pin to Compatriot Parks 
Honeywell to recognize his of years of 
membership and service to SAR. 
 
 
 President Grayshaw then requested new 
members James Ralph Wilson, Jr., Daniel 
Griffith and Collier Cundiff to come forward for 
purpose of inducting them as new members of 

the Clearwater Society of the Sons of the 
American Revolution  They were inducted as a 
members, given an opportunity to speak and 
then as is custom the members of the chapter 
came up and welcomed him to the Clearwater 
Chapter. 
 

 
L to R Jim Grayshaw, Ralph Wilson, Dan Griffith, 

Cal Cundiff, and Bob Anderson 1st VP 
 

President Grayshaw then announced we 
had one item of unfinished business, the 
election of officers for the upcoming year, he 
stated that the slate of officers nominated by 
the Board of Governor’s was in the program, he 
then asked three times if there were any 
nominations from the floor, there being none, 
he called for the vote.  The vote to approve the 
slate of officers set forth in the program was 
unanimously approved. 

 
1st VP Robert Anderson made a few 
announcements:  
 

1. The Dunedin Library on 223 Douglas will be 

showing patriotic movies on February 8, 

March 14, and April 11, in 2020.  This series 

will be on the second Saturday of the month 

at 2:00 PM.  This will be a joint sponsorship 

with the Caledesi Chapter of DAR.  Each 

organization will have representative’s 

present to distribute information about our 

organizations and chapters. 

2.  I have reserved Thursday April 30, 2020 at 

the Dunedin Golf Club at 6:00 PM so that we 

may celebrate the 131st anniversary of the 

Sons of the American Revolution. 



3. On Saturday December 14, 2019 at 11:00 

AM, Wreaths Across America will place 5 

wreaths donated by the Clearwater Chapter 

on the graves of Veterans at the Dunedin 

Cemetery. 

 
 

The 50/50 drawing was won by 
Compatriot Collier Cundiff, who donated the 
proceeds to the chapter, a secondary drawing 
for a basket donated by the Ladies Auxiliary 
was won by Compatriot Charles Weatherby, 
and the fish fry was won by guest Robin 
Smilley.  

 
President Grayshaw then presented a 

Certificate Appreciation to Compatriot Kevin 
MacFarland and his wife, Lois MacFarland for 
performing the POW MIA Remembrance 
Ceremony.  
 

 
Lto R Robert Andeson, Lois MacFarland, Kevin 

MacFarland and Jim Grayshaw 
 

 
The Chapter meeting 

 

Announcements: 
 

• December 16 BOG meeting 10 a.m. 

Countryside Public Library  

• December 18 Chapter meeting 12 NOON 

Dunedin Golf Club, installation of officers for 

2020. 

President Grayshaw then said if there was no 
further business the meeting would be 
adjourned  
 
Following the Benediction by Compatriot Kevin 
MacFarland and the reciting of the SAR 
Recessional led by President Grayshaw.  The 
meeting was adjourned. 
  
Submitted by Larry Patterson, Secretary  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Please bring personal care items 

such as soap, toothpaste, or razors, 

calendars, magazines, and books 

(for both men and women), to the 

next meeting 



 
Thank you for the donations of magazines. 

Susan Grayshaw and Margaret Harris 

delivered the magazines to the Palm Harbor 

VA CBOC 35209 US Hwy 19 North, Palm 

Harbor 34684 after the November 

meeting.  There are two big waiting rooms 

where the magazines are placed. The 

calendars will be delivered in December to 

Bay Pines Hospital. Calendars are welcome 

all year at Bay Pines, because new veterans 

are always coming in the hospital 

 
 

Photos from November’s 

Meeting 
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Susan Grayshaw 

New Member 

 
Cal Cundiff 

 

I was born in Clearwater and with the 

exception of a short stint in 

Greenville, SC, have been in the Tampa 

Bay area my entire life. My wife of 20 

years, Debbie, was also born and 

raised in Clearwater and we have two 

wonderful kids, Colton and Sage. I am 

a graduate of Florida Gulf Coast 

University and have a Master's Degree 

from University of South Florida. My 

wife is a Registered Nurse and is a 

graduate of Florida State University. 

 

After graduating Clearwater High 

School, I served honorably in the 

United States Coast Guard. I had a 

twenty-year career in Law Enforcement 

with the Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Commission, Sarasota County Sheriff's 

Office, and finishing the final seven 

years with the Florida Department of 

Law Enforcement. During my law 

enforcement career, I've worked all 

facets including human trafficking, 

homicide, crimes against children, 

economic crimes, narcotics, dignitary 

protection, and environmental. I've 

been in real estate for the past six 

years and am currently a Broker 

Associate at Realty Executives 

Suncoast. Both my kids attend Palm 

Harbor schools which is where we now 

reside. We love everything the area 

offers including fishing, boating, 

hiking, and family. 

 

I feel honored to be a part of such a 

great organization. 

 

Cal Cundiff 
REALTOR® 

Realty Executives International 
3090 Charles Avenue 

Clearwater, FL 33761 

Office - 727-726-3333 ext. 225 

Cell – 727-278-2619 
http://www.calcundiff.com/ 

 

http://www.calcundiff.com/


Also New Members  

Ralph Wilson,  

Dan Griffith 

****************************** 

Announcements:  

Due to a price increase in the cost of 

our meals at the Dunedin Golf Club 

we will be increasing our charge to 

the members from $20 to $23 

beginning the January 2020 meeting. 

Without the increase we would be 

losing money for every person 

attending. 

 

 

On Saturday December 14, 
2019 at 11:00 AM, Wreaths 
Across America will place 5 
wreaths donated by the 
Clearwater Chapter on the 
graves of Veterans at the 
Dunedin Cemetery. You are 
invited to attend and participate 
in this ceremony. 
 
****************************************************** 

 
 

 

2019 Meeting Schedule  

Clearwater Chapter, SAR  

  

Board of Governors (C) 

Membership Meeting  (M) 

 

 

16 December  (C) 

18 December  (M) 

      

(M) Membership Luncheon Meetings at 11:30 

a.m. Dunedin Country Club, Palm Blvd, Dunedin  

(meetings are on the third Wednesday of the 

month or as noted above),  
  

Board of Governors meetings at 10:00 a.m. 

  

Countryside Library (C) 

2642 Sabal Springs Drive 

Clearwater, FL 

 (meetings are on the Monday before the 

Luncheon meeting or as noted above) 

 

 

Links & Resources: 
 

Our Chapter website: 

http://clearwatersar.org/ 

Our Chapter Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/SARCl

earwater/ 

 

SAR National website : 

https://www.sar.org/ 

 

http://clearwatersar.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.sar.org/


SAR Florida website: 

http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/

Tabs.asp 

************************** 

Ladies Auxiliary 
The Ladies' Auxiliary of the SAR is 

collecting dues for 2020.  You can send 

the dues in yourself or give them to 

Margaret Harris at the December 

meeting of SAR.  Please let Margaret 

know if you have paid so your name 

can be included in the SAR 

directory.  You do not have to be a 

member of the DAR to join, but you 

must be related to a SAR member by 

birth or marriage. 

 

Thank you for your donations (items or 

small change) to the Ladies' themed 

raffle basket each month.  Please give 

items to Margaret Harris or money to 

Mary Kitchen.  

 

During the holidays, at family 

reunions, and in talking with relatives 

mention your SAR and 

DAR membership.  Other family 

members want to join.  We mention 

our membership in holiday letters for 

direct line relatives who are interested 

in joining.  The paper work for both 

SAR and DAR are similar. 

 

- Margaret Harris 

From Robert Anderson, 

1st Vice President 

 

 
Robert Anderson 

 
Thursday October 24, I spoke with the librarian at 

Dunedin Library and scheduled the showing of 

patriotic movies on the following dates: February 8, 

March 14, April 11. 2020.  This series will be on the 

second Saturday of the month at 2:00 pm.   This will 

be a joint sponsorship with the Caledesi Chapter of 

the DAR and each organization will have 

representatives present to distribute information 

about our organizations and our chapter. 

 

I have also reserved Thursday April 30, 2020 at the 

Dunedin Golf Club at 6:00 PM so that we may 

celebrate the 131 st anniversary of the founding of 

the Sons of the American Revolution 

 

On Saturday November 9, 2019 I attended the 

Regional Vice President meeting at the Tampa 

Chapter. Parks Honeywell spoke about his process 

in filing memberships applications to NSSAR.  Dick 

young showed a power point orientation for Chapter 

Presidents. 

On Monday November 11, 2019 I attended the 

Veterans Day ceremony at Crest Lake. I was pleased 

http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp


to see the plaque showing the Clearwater Chapter of 

the Sons of the American Revolution. 

 

On Saturday December 14, 2019, Wreaths Across 

America will place 5 wreaths donated by the 

Clearwater Chapter on the graves of veterans at the 

Dunedin Cemetery 
 

Veterans Day Celebration was held at Florida 

Veterans Memorial Plaza at Crest Lake Park 

right on Gulf-To-Bay Blvd.   

 

This was a special event for the Tampa Bay 

Veterans Alliance as it was the 15th year they 

brought our Veteran Community together for 

this celebration. 

 

 
Bob Anderson showing Compatriot Tom Hancher 

our plaque at Veterans Plaza, Crest Lake, Clearwater 

 

 
our plaque at Veterans Plaza, Crest Lake, Clearwater 

 

 

From 2nd Vice President Robert  

Brotherton 

 

    Serving as the Clearwater Chapter Second VP this 

year has been a very enjoyable experience.  I look 

forward to accepting the position of First VP at the 

December 2019 Chapter meeting.  I was given great 

instruction and help in my duties by many members 

of the Board of Governors including our First VP 

Bob Anderson and President Jim Grayshaw.  I look 

forward to passing down my files and experience to 

our new Second VP Mr. Koontz.   

 



My SAR experience began shortly after being sworn 

in as a member of the Chapter with help in the 

Application process by Mr. Parks Honeywell, 

Registrar.  With my experience in genealogy, Mr. 

Honeywell solicited my assistance in working with 

him in learning the SAR Application process and 

help other applicants.  I have been able to prepare 

the application for Jim A. Gibson and see him join 

our Chapter.  I am currently working on several 

other applications including my children and 

grandchildren.   I also prepared the Application for 

my first cousin for membership in an SAR Chapter 

in North Carolina.   

 

Also, my SAR experience began shortly after being 

sworn in by being nominated as the 2nd VP of the 

Clearwater Chapter.  I immediately attended my first 

Regional meeting in Tampa and was introduced to 

other officers of Chapters in our Region.  I later 

attended the State BOM in Orlando, Florida where I 

met SAR members from around the State of Florida 

and attended sessions during both days where I 

learned a great deal about the State organization and 

some about the National organization.    

 

I look forward to continued service to the 

Clearwater Chapter of the SAR as your First VP, 

representing the Clearwater Chapter of the SAR at 

the Dunedin Council of Organizations (DCO) 

meetings beginning in January of 2020, issuing Flag 

Certificates, providing Registrar assistance to Mr. 

Parks Honeywell, attending Regional and State SAR 

meetings, and other assignments as requested by our 

SAR Clearwater Chapter President.   

                                   

 

.   

  

 

Jim Gibson 

Governor’s Report: 
 

 Jim Gibson reported that on 

November 8th, he and Bob Cundiff attended 

the Clearwater Chapter of the NSDAR 

Historical Marker Dedication ceremony at 

the Hotel Belleview honoring Henry B. 

Plant.  The hotel was completed in 

1897.  During World War II, the U.S. Army 

Air Corps utilized the facility and 3,000 

servicemen moved into the hotel as auxiliary 

barracks for MacDill and Drew fields.  The 

golf courses were used for 

marching practice, other training exercises, 

and pup tent quarters for overflow 

soldiers.  Submarine sightings were common 

as the soldiers and Floridians kept a nervous 

watch on the waters of Clearwater Bay and 

the Gulf of Mexico during this period. The 

MacDill Air Force Color Guard presented 

the Colors in the dedication 

ceremony.  Henry Bradley Plant was born 

October 29, 1819 and the 200th anniversary 



of his birth was celebrated this year.  Henry's 

son, Morton Plant, inherited the hotel after 

his father's death and he and his wife Maisie, 

made improvements to the hotel and the 

golf course.  Morton was a sportsman and 

philanthropist who pledged funds for the 

building of the Morton Plant Hospital and 

the Connecticut College for 

Women.  Morton Plant was also a member 

of the Sons of the American 

Revolution.  Morton died of pneumonia on 

November 4, 1918. 
 

Veterans Day Observances 
 

 

Pictures from the dedication of the 
Purple Heart Monument in Lakeland 

November 9th 

 

LtoR LCDR Kevin MacFarland, Naval Sea 
Cadet Corps Director, Region 6-1 MSGT John 
Hillery, USA (Ret.), Jr. Vice Commander 
Military Order of the Purple Heart, Harry 
Alexander Chapter 535, Mrs. Marine Halbern, 
Mr. James Halbern, Commander, MOPH Harry 
Alexander Chapter 535 

 

 

Future Speakers 

 

January 15, 2020   Mary Ann Hamilton 

“Alexander Hamilton”  

  

February 19, 2020   Carleton (Woody) 

Weidemeyer “The Hessians”  

  

March 19, 2020    Lori Coffey “Women 

of 1620”  

  

April 16, 2020    Dr. Roger Smith  

  

May 20, 2010    Robbie Robinson 



Books about the 

Revolution

 

 

• Print Length: 450 pages 

• Page Numbers Source ISBN: 1621576973 

• Publisher: Regnery History (January 15, 2019) 

"Light-Horse Harry blazes across the 

pages of Ryan Cole's narrative like a 

meteor—and his final crash is as 

destructive. Cole tells his story with care, 

sympathy, and where necessary, 

sternness. This book is a great, and 

sometimes harrowing read." —Richard 

Brookhiser, senior editor at National 

Review and author of Founding Father: 

Rediscovering George Washington 

 

Who was "Light-Horse Harry" Lee?  

 

Gallant Revolutionary War hero. 

Quintessential Virginia cavalryman. George 

Washington’s trusted subordinate 

and immortal eulogist. Robert E. Lee’s 

beloved father. Founding father who 

shepherded the Constitution through the 

Virginia Ratifying Convention. 

 

But Light-Horse Harry Lee was also a 

con man. A beachcomber. Imprisoned for 

debt. Caught up in sordid squabbles over 

squalid land deals. Maimed for life by an 

angry political mob. 

 

Light-Horse Harry Lee’s life was tragic, 

glorious, and dramatic, but perhaps because 

of its sad, ignominious conclusion historians 

have rarely given him his due—until now. 

 

Now historian Ryan Cole presents this 

soldier and statesman of the founding 

generation with all the vim and vigor 

that typified Lee himself. Scouring hundreds 

of contemporary documents and reading his 

way into Lee’s life, political philosophy, and 

character, Cole gives us the most intimate 

picture to date of this greatly awed but 

hugely talented man whose influence has 

reverberated from the founding of the United 

States to the present day. 

 
 
 
 



Events in the War of the 
American Revolution 
 
Remember the Boston Tea 
Party 
 

The Boston Tea Party was a political 

protest that occurred on December 16, 

1773, at Griffin’s Wharf in Boston, 

Massachusetts. American colonists, 

frustrated and angry at Britain for 

imposing “taxation without 

representation,” dumped 342 chests of 

tea, imported by the British East India 

Company into the harbor. The event was 

the first major act of defiance to British 

rule over the colonists. It showed Great 

Britain that Americans wouldn’t take 

taxation and tyranny sitting down, and 

rallied American patriots across the 13 

colonies to fight for independence. 

Why Did the Boston Tea Party Happen? 

In the 1760s, Britain was deep in debt, 

so British Parliament imposed a series of 

taxes on American colonists to help pay 

those debts. 

The Stamp Act of 1765 taxed colonists on 

virtually every piece of printed paper they 

used, from playing cards and business 

licenses to newspapers and legal 

documents. The Townshend Acts of 1767 

went a step further, taxing essentials such 

as paint, paper, glass, lead and tea. 

The British government felt the taxes 

were fair since much of its debt was 

earned fighting wars on the colonists’ 

behalf.  The colonists, however, 

disagreed. They were furious at being 

taxed without having any representation 

in Parliament, and felt it was wrong for 

Britain to impose taxes on them to gain 

revenue. 

Britain eventually repealed the taxes it 

had imposed on the colonists except the 

tea tax. It wasn’t about to give up tax 

revenue on the nearly 1.2 million pounds 

of tea the colonists drank each year. 

In protest, the colonists boycotted tea sold 

by British East India Company and 

smuggled in Dutch tea, leaving British 

East India Company with millions of 

pounds of surplus tea and facing 

bankruptcy. 

In May 1773, British Parliament passed 

the Tea Act which allowed British East 

India Company to sell tea to the colonies 

duty-free and much cheaper than other tea 

companies – but still tax the tea when it 

reached colonial ports. 

Tea smuggling in the colonies increased, 

although the cost of the smuggled tea 

soon surpassed that of tea from British 

East India Company with the added tea 

tax. 

Still, with the help of prominent tea 

smugglers such as John 
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Hancock and Samuel Adams —who 

protested taxation without representation 

but also wanted to protect their tea 

smuggling operations—colonists 

continued to rail against the tea tax and 

Britain’s control over their interests. 

The Sons of Liberty were a group of 

colonial merchants and tradesmen 

founded to protest the Stamp Act and 

other forms of taxation. The group of 

revolutionists included prominent patriots 

such as Benedict Arnold, Patrick 

Henry and Paul Revere, as well as Adams 

and Hancock. 

Led by Adams, the Sons of Liberty held 

meetings rallying against British 

Parliament and protested the Griffin’s 

Wharf arrival of Dartmouth, a British 

East India Company ship carrying tea. By 

December 16, 1773, Dartmouth had been 

joined by her sister 

ships, Beaver and Eleanor; all three ships 

loaded with tea from China. 

That morning, as thousands of colonists 

convened at the wharf and its surrounding 

streets, a meeting was held at the Old 

South Meeting House where a large group 

of colonists voted to refuse to pay taxes 

on the tea or allow the tea to be unloaded, 

stored, sold or used. (Ironically, the ships 

were built in America and owned by 

Americans.) 

Governor Thomas Hutchison refused to 

allow the ships to return to Britain and 

ordered the tea tariff be paid and the tea 

unloaded. The colonists refused, and 

Hutchison never offered a satisfactory 

compromise. 

That night, a large group of men – many 

reportedly members of the Sons of 

Liberty – disguised themselves in Native 

American garb, boarded the docked ships 

and threw 342 chests of tea into the water. 

Said participant James Hawkes, “We then 

were ordered by our commander to open 

the hatches and take out all the chests of 

tea and throw them overboard, and we 

immediately proceeded to execute his 

orders, first cutting and splitting the 

chests with our tomahawks, so as 

thoroughly to expose them to the effects 

of the water.” 

According to participant George Hews, 

“We were surrounded by British armed 

ships, but no attempt was made to resist 

us.” 

Did you know? It took nearly three hours for 

more than 100 colonists to empty the tea into 

Boston Harbor. The chests held more than 

90,000 lbs. (45 tons) of tea, which would 

cost nearly $1,000,000 dollars today. 

While some important colonist leaders 

such as John Adams were thrilled to learn 

Boston Harbor was covered in tea leaves, 

others were not. 

In June of 1774, George 

Washington wrote: “the cause of 
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Boston…ever will be considered as the 

cause of America.” But his personal 

views of the event were far different. He 

voiced strong disapproval of “their 

conduct in destroying the Tea” and 

claimed Bostonians “were mad.” 

Washington, like many other elites, held 

private property to be sacrosanct.  

Benjamin Franklin insisted the British 

East India Company be reimbursed for the 

lost tea and even offered to pay for it 

himself. 

No one was hurt, and aside from the 

destruction of the tea and a padlock, no 

property was damaged or looted during 

the Boston Tea Party. The participants 

reportedly swept the ships’ decks clean 

before they left. 

Though lead by Samuel Adams and his 

Sons of Liberty and organized by John 

Hancock, the names of many of those 

involved in the Boston Tea Party remain 

unknown. Thanks to their Native 

American costumes, only one of the tea 

party culprits, Francis Akeley, was 

arrested and imprisoned. 

Even after American independence, 

participants refused to reveal their 

identities, fearing they could still face 

civil and criminal charges as well as 

condemnation from elites for the 

destruction of private property. Most 

participants in the Boston Tea Party were 

under the age of forty and sixteen of them 

were teenagers.  

But despite the lack of violence, the 

Boston Tea Party didn’t go unanswered 

by King George III and British 

Parliament. 

In retribution, they passed the Coercive 

Acts (later known as the Intolerable Acts) 

which: 

• closed Boston Harbor until the tea lost in 

the Boston Tea Party was paid for 

• ended the Massachusetts Constitution and 

ended free elections of town officials 

• moved judicial authority to Britain and 

British judges, basically creating martial 

law in Massachusetts 

• required colonists to quarter British 

troops on demand, using their private 

homes if needed 

• extended freedom of worship to French-

Canadian Catholics under British rule, 

which angered the mostly Protestant 

colonists 

Britain hoped the Coercive Acts would 

squelch rebellion in New England and 

keep the remaining colonies from uniting, 

but the opposite happened: All the 

colonies viewed the punitive laws as 

further evidence of Britain’s tyranny and 

rallied to Massachusetts’ aid, sending 

supplies and plotting further resistance. 

A second Boston Tea Party took place in 

March 1774, when around 60 Bostonians 
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boarded the ship Fortune and dumped 

nearly 30 chests of tea into the harbor. 

The event didn’t earn nearly as much 

notoriety as the first Boston Tea Party, 

but it did encourage other tea-dumping 

demonstrations in Maryland, New 

York and South Carolina. 

Many colonists felt Britain’s Coercive 

Acts went too far. On September 5, 1774, 

elected delegates from all 13 American 

colonies except Georgia met in 

Carpenter’s Hall in Philadelphia for the 

First Continental Congress to figure out 

how to resist British oppression. 

The delegates were divided on how to 

move forward but the Boston Tea Party 

had united them in their fervor to gain 

independence. By the time they adjourned 

in October 1774, they’d written The 

Declaration and Resolves which: 

• censured Britain for passing the Coercive 

Acts and called for their repeal 

• established a boycott of British goods 

• declared the colonies had the right to 

govern independently 

• rallied colonists to form and train a 

colonial militia 

Britain didn’t capitulate and within 

months, the “shot heard round the world,” 

rang out in Concord, Massachusetts, 

sparking the start of the 

American Revolutionary War. 
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                         BIRTHDAYS   

   

   

   

   

   

December   

John Garrity           December 1 

Bizzell Thomas           December 7 

Greg Mandigo December 10 

John Haynes December 11 

David Wilson December 12 

Harold V. Miller December 21 

Vernon D. Freeman December 21 

Thomas Raup December 23 

David Nugent December 25 

John Osgood December 27 

Douglas Weatherby December 27 

Raymond Mandigo December 31 

Charles E. Brinnon December 31 

Timothy Kraut December 29 

    

  

   

   

   
   

   

 
  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   



Our next meeting  
 

           Luncheon Meeting 
 

Wednesday, December 18, 2019 
 

Where: Dunedin Golf Club, 1050 Palm Blvd, Dunedin, FL 34698 

Time: 11:30 A.M. 

Menu: Butternut Squash soup, Prime Rib, roast red skin potatoes, seasonal 

vegetables, red velvet cake; Accompaniments: Rolls and Butter/ Iced Tea/coffee- 

Regular and Decaf/ hot tea 

Note: If you have any dietary restrictions or questions be sure to mention them 

when you make your reservation 

Cost: $20.00 

 

Program:  Installation of Officers 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

RSVP by December 15 by calling 

Lewis Harris at 727-784-4297 or 

email at Lharris4@tampabay.rr.com



 
   

   

   
Recessional  

 

Until we meet again, let us remember our 

obligations to our forefathers, who gave 

us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an 

independent Supreme Court, and a nation 

of free men. 

********************************** 

 

The Sons of the American Revolution is a 
historical, educational and patriotic non-
profit, United States 501 (c) 3 corporation 
that seeks to maintain and extend  
(1) the institution of American freedom,  
(2) an appreciation for true patriotism, 
(3) a respect for our national symbols,  
(4) the value of American citizenship, and  
(5) the unifying force of e pluribus unam 
that has created, from the people of 
many nations, one nation, and one 
people.  
 
We do this by perpetuating the stories of 
patriotism, courage, sacrifice, tragedy, 
and triumph of the men who achieved 
the independence of the American 
people in the belief that these stories are 
universal ones of man’s eternal struggle 
against tyranny, relevant to all time, and 
will inspire and strengthen each 
succeeding generation as it too is called 
upon to defend our freedom on the 
battlefield and in our public institutions 
   

   

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  
 

 
 


