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From the President 

 
Compatriots, 

Let me start off with a word about the 

elephant in the room- the coronavirus.  This 

coronavirus has affected all our lives, and we 

might be tempted to fall into thinking that 

we are helpless against it. The watch words 

today seem to be “social distancing”. It is 

really physical distancing, not social 

distancing, that is required. We do not want 

to sacrifice our social connections with each 

other. That would create a feeling of 

isolation, and would make our lives even 

more fearful. 

 

Being a member of the Sons of the American 

Revolution creates a special bond among its 

members. We should value that connection 

especially at this time. Should you need to 

reach out to your fellow compatriots, you 

may call me at 727-726-9590 or email me at 

randerson2441@gmail.com. I cannot 

promise the impossible, but I and all the 

officers and all the members of the 

Clearwater chapter are here for you. I know 

as I spend the days in my apartment, I enjoy 

talking on the phone with my friends, and 

reminding myself that while we are 

temporarily, physically apart, we are still 

connected. 

 

I wish I could tell you when we will hold our 

next membership meeting. I cannot. There is 

too much uncertainty at this time. All our 

activities are on hold until the pandemic is 

curtailed. But the Clearwater Chapter, Sons 

of the American Revolution, is still very 

much alive and well, and these trials will 

pass.  

 

Stay safe, and God Bless You.  

Yours in patriotism, 

Bob Anderson 
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****************************** 

Announcements:  

Ladies Auxiliary 

 
Florida Ladies Auxiliary 2023 Congress Fund 

Raiser Our Florida Ladies Auxiliary’s major fund-

raising project for the 2023 Congress has arrived.  

This project will fund our Auxiliary responsibilities 

for the Hospitality Room, all banquet decorations, 

and other activities. We will not use any of the 

Youth Awards Fund for Congress.  

 

The Custom Woven Throw Blankets Company has 

made fifty-one beautiful, 50”x60” made in the USA 

(North Carolina), 100% cotton, prewashed for 

softness, custom throws with fringe all the way 

around. They have helped us with our concept and 

woven our Minuteman into the design. They are 

available NOW and are “flying off the shelf.”  

 

Your throw can be reserved by ordering now. The 

cost is $70.00 for the Throw plus shipping if you 

would like it sent to you. We will have several 

available at the February Leadership in Louisville to 

preview. If we are able to sell all 51 Throws quickly, 

we can order again and have them at the BoM in 

May, if you miss the Leadership meeting.  

 

Orders may be sent to: Laura Zavalia, Treasurer 

LAFSSSAR, 1648 Jupiter Cove Drive, #411, 

Jupiter, FL 33469. Checks may be made out to 

LAFLSSAR for $70.00 to reserve one and pick it up 

at the BoM in May. Add $15.00 if you want it sent 

to you at an address in Florida or $20.00 for 

addresses outside of Florida, for each Throw 

ordered. Please make the Notation: 2023 Congress 

on your check.  

 

Thank you for your interest and we appreciate your 

support. Donations are welcomed. If you have 

questions contact me at: amcguire@slxv.com . 

Sincerely, Anne McGuire, LAFLSSAR President F 
******************** 
 

The Ladies Auxiliary gift baskets 
will have themes for 2020: 
 
 
May - think summer, sunshine and 
beach 
September - welcome back from 
summer 
October - fall and Halloween 
November - Thanksgiving days 
December - holiday decorations 
 
Donations are accepted for the gift 
baskets.  Empty gift baskets can be 
donated - we will do the 
decorations. Mary Kitchen will 
accept money donations and she 
can shop to buy items for the gift 
baskets. Thanks for supporting the 
Clearwater SAR Ladies.  If you 
have any questions please see 
Margaret Harris. 

Schedule of Meetings 
April’s meetings are cancelled. The Board of 

Governors will meet online using ZOOM on 

April 6th at 10 AM 

 

 

May 18   (C) 

May 20   (M) 

 



September 14  (C) 

September 16  (M) 

 

October 19   (C) 

October 21   (M) 

 

November 16  (C) 

November 18  (M) 

 

December 14  (C) 

December 16  (M) 
 

 

2020 Meeting Schedule  

Clearwater Chapter, SAR  

  

Board of Governors (C) 

Membership Meeting  (M) 

 

(M) Membership Luncheon Meetings at 11:30 

a.m. Dunedin Country Club, Palm Blvd, Dunedin  

(meetings are on the third Wednesday of the 

month or as noted above),  

  

Board of Governors meetings at 10:00 a.m. 

  

Countryside Library (C) 

2642 Sabal Springs Drive 

Clearwater, FL 

 (meetings are on the Monday before the 

Luncheon meeting or as noted above) 

 

Links & Resources: 
 

Our Chapter website: 

http://clearwatersar.org/ 

Our Chapter Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/SARCl

earwater/ 

 

SAR National website : 

https://www.sar.org/ 

 

SAR Florida website: 

http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/

Tabs.asp 

 

Awards 
 

 
President Anderson presented the Eagle Scout certificate to 
Javier Mut on Saturday February 29, 2020 at the First Baptist 
Church of Pinellas Park 

http://clearwatersar.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.sar.org/
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp
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President Anderson presented the Good Citizenship 
Medal and certificate to LCDR Kevin MacFarland and  
LCDR Lois MacFarland on Sunday March 1, 2020 at the 
Clearwater Coast Guard station 
 

 
 
President Anderson presented the Good Citizenship 
medal and certificate to Cadet Aaron Redmay on Sunday 
March 1, 2020 at the Clearwater Coast Guard Station. 

 
 

1st Vice President Robert  

Brotherton 

 

 
Report from Bob Brotherton:      

 

                       
1) I attended the Caladesi Genealogy Seminar at the 

Dunedin Library on Feb. 12 at 1:00 P.M. till 

about 3:00 P.M.  I distributed SAR tri-fold 

brochures and talked to several people about 

membership in the SAR. 



2)  Attended the SAR Chapter meeting and 

introduced the speaker 

3)  Gave information to Mr. Daniel Griffith 

concerning High School Good Citizenship 

Awards for his assistance to Mr. Jim 

Koontz.  Both Mr. Koontz and Griffith have been 

trained on how to run this program. 

4) Set up a display table at the Largo Library for the 

8:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. Genealogy Seminar to be 

held the next day.  Attended this Seminar and 

handed out many tri-folds and talked to many 

people about their interest in joining the 

Clearwater Chapter.  One such interested person 

has already had his Application prepared and 

submitted by Mr. Parks Honeywell.  I am 

anticipating 4 additional people interested in 

membership. 

5)  Wrote my report for the Chapter newsletter. 

6) I had coordinated with the speaker for the next 

Chapter Meeting. However, with the cancellation 

of March’s meeting, and the uncertainty of 

April’s meeting, we will have to shuffle the 

speakers.  

7)  We now have two TV screens that have been put 

into operation.  These will be used by the 

presenter to make their presentation instead of 

the normal projector. 

 

At our next meeting, I would like to present 

a short video (on these TV screens) of my 

grandson presenting "The American's Creed" 

before the DAR, SAR, and CAR at the 

George Washington Birthday event at the 

Washington Country Club, in Washington, 

DC.  Grandson Nicolas is 11 years old.  Will 

seek approval by the BOG to do this.   

 

8)  I attended the History Club at the Tarpon Springs 

Library for the second time.  They have requested 

that I speak on behalf of the Clearwater Chapter of 

the SAR on a subject of my choice.  No date or 

subject set to date.   

 
9) The following program is currently set up in 

2020: 

May 20 Robbie Robinson 

 
10) I will have my new Continental Army Uniform 

on display with the opportunity for others to 

purchase the same uniform (Jacket, knickers, and 

vest) for the total cost of $350.  Such a uniform 

typically cost in excess of $1,000.  I will have 

information on how to obtain the same uniform, 



to include any alterations that may be needed, at 

the meeting.  These are no longer in production 

by a New York company and there is a limited 

supply of remaining uniforms in sizes of 

medium, large, and extra-large.   

Contact Robert H. Brotherton if interested in a 

purchase. 
 

 

************************** 
 

2nd Vice President  

James Koontz 

 
 
My eye surgery went well, and I am on the 

road to full recovery. I am very grateful to 

Dan Griffith who stepped forward during my 

incapacitation to help make arrangements for 

the High School Awards for Good 

Citizenship. Dan has been awesome, and has 

done a great job. Let’s hope that there are 

award ceremonies this May and June.  

Future Speakers 

May 20, 2020    Robbie Robinson 

 

Our Veterans need your 

donations.  
 
Please bring personal care items 

such as soap, toothpaste, or 

razors, calendars, magazines, 

and books (for both men and 

women), to the next meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Book about the 

Revolution   

 

• Paperback: 250 pages 

• Publisher: Fordham University Press; 1 edition (March 
12, 2004) 

************************************************************** 

Events in the War of 
the American Revolution 

Of course, we remember April for 
the battles of Lexington and 
Concord 19 April 1775, as we 

should. In the battles of 
Lexington and Concord, and 
during British retreat to Boston, 
about 4000 patriot minutemen 
and militia and about 1800 
British troops were engaged, 
sustaining losses totaling about 
95 on the patriot side and 270 on 
the British. Lexington and 
Concord marked transition from 
agitation to armed rebellion. 
 

But let us also remember April 
as the month that the chaining of 
the Hudson occurred. 

 
30 April 1778: A great chain was 
stretched across Hudson River 
between West Point and 
Constitution Island to hinder 
British attempts to ascend the 
river.  
 

From the Editor- I have always found the 

story of the chain a fascinating and mostly 

unknown story. Having been to West Point 

several times I can tell you that the chain 

links there are as amazing, as is the view of 

the river. My Revolutionary ancestor Peter 

B. Miller was from the Highlands (Orange 

County) and literally, physically, helped 

build West Point. I had the pleasure of 

meeting Lincoln Diamant, and over dinner 

discussing his book about the chain. He 

could spin a good yarn. 
 



The Hudson River Chain was two chain 

booms and two chevaux de frise constructed 

from 1776 to 1778 during the American 

Revolutionary War across the Hudson 

River as defenses to prevent British naval 

vessels from sailing upriver. These defenses 

along the Hudson River were overseen by 

the Highlands Department of the Continental 

Army. The most significant and successful 

was the Great Chain, constructed from West 

Point in 1778, and used through 1782 after 

the war's end. The huge links for the chains 

were forged at iron works in Orange County, 

New York. 

 

Both the Americans and British knew that 

passage on the Hudson River was 

strategically important to the war effort. 

Americans worked to devise plans to slow or 

block ship passage on the river, planning to 

attack enemy ships by cannons 

and mortar located at existing defensive forts 

or those to be constructed. 

In late 1776 Henry Wisner, a resident 

of Goshen, New York and one of New 

York's representatives to the Continental 

Congress, along with Gilbert 

Livingston, sounded the Hudson River and, 

as part of a Secret Committee of the 

"Committee of Safety," recommended the 

placement of chains in strategic locations 

along the Hudson.  

The Americans eventually constructed such 

obstacles across the river at northern 

Manhattan, between 

Forts Washington and Lee in 1776; at the 

newly constructed Fort Montgomery on the 

West Bank on Popolopen Creek in 1776–

1777 south of West Point; a partially 

completed one at Pollepel Island in 1776–

1777 north of West Point; and the Great 

Chain (1778–1782) between West Point 

and Constitution Island. The largest and 

most important project was the last-

mentioned chain, at West Point, which was 

reset each spring until the end of the war. 

Attention was concentrated on the West 

Point area because the river narrowed there, 

and curved so sharply that, together with 

winds, tides and current, ships already had to 

slow to navigate the passage. Creating more 

obstructions on the river enabled the shore 

batteries to work their cannons against the 

enemy. 

As part of the barriers erected across the 

river, the Army constructed chevaux-de-

frise, an array of logs sunk underwater, 

between Fort Washington on the island 

of Manhattan, and Fort Lee across the river 

in New Jersey. The logs were intended to 

pierce and sink any British ships that passed 

over it. An opening was left for the passage 

of American ships. After the British learned 

of the opening from a local resident, they 

successfully passed through the barrier 

several times. The British successfully 

captured both forts in the Battle of Fort 

Washington on November 16, 1776 

and Battle of Fort Lee on November 20, 

rendering the defensive barrier moot. 

 

In the spring of 1778, a heavy chain 

supported by huge logs was stretched across 

the Hudson from West Point to Constitution 

Island, opposite. It was constructed at 

the Stirling Iron Works, in Warwick, Orange 

County, and chain links from Long Pond 
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Iron Works in Ringwood, New Jersey. The 

task was completed in six weeks. 

The Hudson River's narrow width and sharp 

turns at West Point created adverse sailing 

conditions. The Army took advantage of this 

by constructing The Great Chain in 1778 as 

an obstacle to the movement of British ships 

north of West Point. The distinctive "S-

Curve" of the Hudson at this point forced 

any large ship to tack in order to navigate it. 

American soldiers positioned the chain to 

impede the progress of a ship should it 

attempt to turn into the east-west channel 

against the strong current and frequently 

unfavorable winds. Part of the estuary of the 

Lower Hudson River, this area is subject to 

significant tides, making navigation by 

sailing vessels particularly difficult. Cannons 

were placed in forts and artillery batteries on 

both sides of the river to destroy ships when 

they slowed to a halt against the obstacle. 

 

Sketch of the Great Chain and log boom 

When finally completed, the 600 yd (550 m) 

chain contained huge iron links, each two 

feet in length and weighing 114 pounds 

(52 kg). The links were carted to New 

Windsor, where they were put together, and 

floated down the river to West Point on logs 

late in April. Including swivels, clevises, and 

anchors, the chain weighed 65 tons. For 

buoyancy, 40-foot (12 m) logs were cut into 

16-foot (4.9 m) sections, waterproofed, and 

joined by fours into rafts fastened with 12-

foot (3.7 m) timbers. Short sections of chain 

(10 links, a swivel, and a clevis) were 

stapled across each raft and later, in the river, 

the chain sections were united. Peter 

Townsend, owner of Sterling Iron Works, 

was paid by the Continental Congress to 

manufacture the chain. 

 

Part of The Great Chain at West Point 

 

 

The remnants of the earthworks of Chain Battery 

on Flirtation Walk 

 

Captain Thomas Machin, the Artillery 

Officer and engineer who had installed the 

chain at Fort Montgomery, was assigned to 

the same task at West Point. On 30 April 

1778, he directed the installation of the chain 

across the river. Its southern end was secured 

to a small cove on the West Bank of the river 

and its northern end was anchored to 

Constitution Island. The West Point side was 

protected by Chain Battery and the 
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Constitution Island side by Marine Battery. 

Both ends were anchored to log cribs filled 

with rocks. 

A system of pulleys, rollers, ropes, and mid-

stream anchors were used to adjust the 

chain's tension to overcome the effects of 

river current and changing tide. Until 1783, 

the chain was removed each winter and 

reinstalled each spring to avoid destruction 

by ice. A log "boom" (resembling a ladder in 

construction) was built to span the river 

about 100 yards (91 m) downstream (south 

of the chain) to absorb the impact of any ship 

attempting to penetrate the barrier. 

The British never attempted to run the 

chain. Benedict Arnold claimed in 

correspondence with the British that "a well-

loaded ship could break the chain." The 

greater system of fortifications at West 

Point, of which the chain was part, was 

designed and built by the Polish 

engineer Thaddeus Kościuszko.  

 

 

 

 

After the revolution, the portion of the chain 

not saved was "relegated to the West Point 

Foundry furnaces near Cold Spring, New 

York, to be melted down for other uses." The 

saved chain portion was first displayed at the 

West Point ordnance compound, along with 

a captured mortar, as shown in the black and 

white drawing to the right, which was made 

in 1905. More recently, it has been displayed 

at Trophy Point, where the chain surrounds a 

pile of rocks. The thirteen links of the chain 

represent each of the original states; the 

display includes one swivel and one clevis. 

The exhibit is maintained and preserved by 

the West Point Museum. Recovered in 1855 

from the river, a section of the boom is 

displayed at Washington's Headquarters 

State Historic Site in Newburgh, New York. 

Two links of the original chain are also at the 

home of Robert Townsend (Raynham Hall) 

in Oyster Bay, New York. He was one of the 

spies, in the Culper spy ring, for George 

Washington and went by “Culper Jr”. 

Townsend was the cousin of the owner of 

the iron works, Peter Townsend. 

Capitalizing on pride in the audacious 

engineering project, John C. Abbey, and 

later Francis Bannerman, sold counterfeit 

chain links to collectors and museums.  

 

 

****************************************************** 
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                         BIRTHDAYS 
 
    

April    

James R. Grayshaw April 3  
James W.  Honeywell April 4  
Cleveland E Branscum April 5  
Harry Fuller April 10  
Harold  Ziegler April 11  
Robert Abresch April 12  
Craig Pratt April 13  
Robert Anderson April 17  
Lawrence Patterson April 17  
James Koontz April 19  
Matthew Overmyer April 26  
Jack C. Burton April 29  
    

 
   

   

   

   

   
   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

  

   

   

   

   



CANCELLED 
 

Our next meeting  
 

           Luncheon Meeting 
 

Wednesday, April 15, 2020 
 

 



 



 



 

 
 

Recessional   

  

Until we meet again, let us remember our 

obligations to our forefathers, who gave 

us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an 

independent Supreme Court, and a nation 

of free men.  
  
The Sons of the American Revolution is 
a historical, educational and patriotic 
non-profit, United States 501 (c) 3 
corporation that seeks to maintain and 
extend (1) the institution of American 

freedom, (2) an appreciation for true 
patriotism, (3) a respect for our national 
symbols, (4) the value of American 
citizenship, and (5) the unifying force of 
e pluribus unam that has created, from 

the people of many nations, one nation, 
and one people. We do this by 
perpetuating the stories of patriotism, 
courage, sacrifice, tragedy, and triumph 
of the men who  

achieved the independence of the 
American people in the belief that these 
stories are universal ones of man’s 
eternal struggle against tyranny, 
relevant to all time, and will inspire and 
strengthen each succeeding generation 

as it too is called upon to defend our 
freedom on the battlefield and in our 
public institutions.   
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  
 

 
 


