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From the President 

 
 

Compatriots, 

 
Membership in the Clearwater Chapter of the Sons 

of the American Revolution means different things 

to different people. To some the pride of proving 

their heritage back to a Patriot of the American 

Revolution is their primary reason for joining. 

Genealogy is their love. To others it is the social 

aspects of membership that is their primary interest. 

Joining together with like souls, sharing a meal, and 

swapping stories of their lives is the top of their list. 

(I have been a member of the Sons of the Revolution 

in the State of New York since 1977, and Rhode 

Island, and now of the Clearwater Chapter of SAR. I 

personally find the camaraderie of the organizations 

to be a great motivation for me).  To yet others it is 

the social outreach of the organization, the good 

works, and the showing of patriotism that motivates 

them.  

 

Our statement of existence states that “The Sons of 

the American Revolution is a historical, educational 

and patriotic non-profit, United States 501 (c) 3 

corporation that seeks to maintain and extend (1) the 

institution of American freedom, (2) an appreciation 

for true patriotism, (3) a respect for our national 

symbols, (4) the value of American citizenship, and 

(5) the unifying force of e pluribus unam that has 

created, from the people of many nations, one 

nation, and one people. We do this by perpetuating 

the stories of patriotism, courage, sacrifice, tragedy, 

and triumph of the men who achieved the 

independence of the American people in the belief 

that these stories are universal ones of man’s eternal 

struggle against tyranny, relevant to all time, and 

will inspire and strengthen each succeeding 

generation as it too is called upon to defend our 

freedom on the battlefield and in our public 

institutions. “ 

 

To guide us in our work the National and State 

Societies have set forth many contests that award 

points for certain activities that fulfill these stated 

goals. We as a chapter seek to do our best to 

accumulate points. But it is the doing, not the points, 

that is always front and center in our activities. 

 

Please speak to me, Bob Anderson, or Bob 

Brotherton about your primary area of interest in our 

Chapter. Whatever motivated you to join and be a 

member, we have an opening for you in one of our 

many activities. 

 

Lastly, I hope you enjoy the feature New Books 

About the Revolution that is included in the 

newsletter each month. This issue highlights three 

books that have just been published in 2019, and all 

three have a Southern emphasis.  

 

Yours in patriotism,  

Jim Grayshaw 
        

 



April’s Meeting 

 
The Clearwater Chapter of the Florida Society Sons 

of the American Revolution held its Regularly 

Scheduled Meeting on Wednesday, April 17, 2019 

at the Dunedin Golf Club beginning at 12:00 p.m., 

President Jim Grayshaw presided. There were 45 

members and guests in attendance. 

 

The President called the meeting to order, The 

Invocation was given by Chaplain George Youstra.  

Past President Jim Phillips led members in reciting 

the Pledge to the Flag of the United States of 

America, and Compatriot Jim Grayshaw, Chapter 

President, led the Pledge to the Sons of the 

American Revolution. Past President Bob Cundiff 

then led the group in the singing of “God Bless 

America”. 

 

President Jim Grayshaw then introduced the Head 

Table, current officers, Past Chapter Presidents, past 

Patriot Medal Winners Dan Hooper and Parks 

Honeywell, members of the Ladies Auxiliary, and 

members of the DAR. President Grayshaw 

introduced visiting SAR member John Stewart from 

St Petersburg Chapter. One of our guest speakers 

rand Scholet then introduced Mary Ann Hamilton, a 

direct descendant of Alexander Hamilton. 

 

The members then recognized those present who 

had a birthday in April, and the membership sang 

Happy Birthday to Compatriots Robert Anderson 

and Lawrence Patterson who had their birthday on 

April 17th. 

 

 President Grayshaw presented a Certificate of 

Appreciation to Mary Kitchen and Margret Harris 

from the Ladies Auxiliary State of Florida.  

 
Margaret Harris, Jim Grayshaw, and Mary Kitchen 

 

Margaret Harris then presented Jim Gibson with the 

Girl Scout Gold Award for his granddaughter 

Rebecca Lynn Gibson, and 1st VP Bob Anderson 

presented Jim Gibson with an Outstanding 

Citizenship Award for his granddaughter for 

achieving the Gold Award. 

 

 
Jim Gibson and Margaret Harris, and Bob Anderson 

 

President Grayshaw recessed the meeting for lunch. 

 

President Grayshaw then asked First Vice President 

Bob Anderson to introduce our speakers,  

Compatriot Bob Anderson introduced several guests 

from the past- himself as Francis Lewis, as signer of 

the Declaration of Independence, Rand Scholet as 

Alexander Hamilton first Secretary of the Treasury, 

and John Stewart as Thomas Jefferson, first 

Secretary of State. They then discussed in character 

political issues of their time such as debt, the 

National Bank, preferring Britain or France as an 

economical example, and the Louisiana Purchase. 

Their presentation in character was enlightening and 

enjoyable. 



 
The panel discussion 

 

 
Rand Scholet, John Stewart and Jim Grayshaw 

 

President Grayshaw inducted Kevin Donald 

MacFarland Sr as a member in the Chapter. 

Compatriot Anderson presented him with his 

rosette. 
 

 

  
Jim Grayshaw, Kevin MacFarland and Bob 

Anderson 

 

 

 

 
Kevin MacFarland and Bob Anderson 

 
Jim Grayshaw, Kevin MacFarland and Bob 

Anderson 

 

Jim Gibson presented a War Service Medal 

Certificate to Robert Bruce Farrer.  
 

 

 
Jim Grayshaw, Robert Bruce Farrer and Jim Gibson 

 

 

The 50/50 drawing, a secondary drawing for a 



basket donated by the Ladies Auxiliary, and a third 

drawing for a free dinner at Dunedin Country Club, 

were held. 

 

Announcements: 

● FLSSAR BOM meeting May 10-12, 2019 in 

Kissimmee, Florida 

● BOG meeting May 13, 2019 at Countryside 

            Library at 10 AM 

● Meeting of the Membership May 15, 2019 at  

            Noon at the Dunedin Golf Club  

 

 

Following the Benediction by Chaplain George 

Youstra and the reciting of the SAR Recessional led 

by President Grayshaw, the meeting was adjourned. 

******************************************

Introducing New Members 

 

A native of Detroit, Michigan, LCDR Kevin 

MacFarland, NSCC, attended the University of 

Michigan and the University of Detroit, earning a 

Bachelor of Science Degree in Computer 

Science/Mathematics with a minor in Business 

Administration. His professional life spanned 35 

years in Information Technology from computer 

center operations, software development, 

manufacturing operations management, and 

business systems integration. MacFarland retired 

after a long career with the Ford Motor Company 

and relocated to Tampa, Florida in 2014 to be near 

family. He served as State Deputy (President) of the 

Michigan Knights of Columbus, a volunteer 

organization with 75,000 members in 320 local 

units. He also revived the local Navy League 

Council, recruiting 50 new members and laying the 

groundwork for the team that sponsored the 

commissioning of the USS Detroit, LCS7. He also 

served as a Navy League National Director. He is 

now active with the Tampa Bay Council. In March 

2018, he was elected president of the Council. 

MacFarland’s US Naval Sea Cadet Corps 

assignments, starting in 2007, include roles as the 

Recruiting, Operations and Executive Officer of the 

Tomcat Squadron in Clinton Township, Michigan. 

He then served as Director for Sea Cadet Region 9-

3, starting the new Anchor Division unit located in 

Harper Woods Michigan and serving as its 

Commanding Officer. He served as Division Officer 

for divisions attending Recruit Training at Great 

Lakes Recruit Training Command and earned the 

Honor Division Award. He also served as Executive 

Officer Training Contingent for several training 

evolutions at Fort Custer Training Center. In June 

2017 he was appointed to command the United 

States Naval Sea Cadet Corps Suncoast Squadron, 

located at the United States Coast Guard Air Station 

Clearwater, in Clearwater, Florida. In 2018, the 

Suncoast Squadron was ranked 9th highest in the 

Nation. In April 2018, in addition to his duties as 

CO, he was appointed Director of the Naval Sea 

Cadet Corps Region 6-1, which covers 11 units on 

the Gulf Coast of Florida. In March 2019, 

MacFarland was selected as Regional Director of the 

Year for the US Naval Sea Cadet Corps nationwide. 



 

Please bring personal care items 

such as soap, toothpaste, or razors, 

calendars, magazines, and books 

(for both men and women), to the 

next meeting. Lew Harris will take 

them to the Bay Pines Hospital for 

our Veterans. 
 

 

Photos from April’s Meeting 

 

 
Pat Monroe 

 
Bob Anderson and Dick Young 

 
Vern Freeman 



 
David Kitchen 

 

 
Woody Weidemeyer 

 
Mary Ann Hamilton 

 
George Yuestra, Marjorie 

Wetherbee and Susan Grayshaw 



 
Charles Wetherbee 

 
Dr. David Leonardi 

 

 

 
Rand Scholet 

 
Lew Harris 

****************************** 



Ladies Auxiliary 

 
 
The LAFLSSAR Clearwater Chapter has made 
two baskets for the auction for the May 10-11 
FLSSAR BOM Meeting in Kissimmee, FL. 
 
We are now working on two gift baskets for the 
October 4-6 FLSSAR BOM Meeting.  Donations 
of money, liquor, or items that you have around 
the house are appreciated.  Give money to 
Mary Kitchen.  Give donated items to any 
member of the Ladies Auxiliary. The Florida 
state projects pay for veterans’ projects around 
the state and Honor Flights for veterans to go to 
Washington, DC 
 
The ladies also accept household items or 
plants for the monthly 50-50 drawings that are 
held at the regular SAR Clearwater meetings. 
Every raffle ticket sold helps our local 
Clearwater SAR Chapter. 
 
Thanks for your support,   
 
Margaret Harris 

 

Announcements: 
 

2019 Meeting Schedule  

Clearwater Chapter, SAR  

  

Board of Governors (C) 

Membership Meeting  (M) 

 

      

13 May  (C)   

15 May   (M)     

  

     

(M) Membership Luncheon Meetings at 11:30 

a.m. Dunedin Country Club, Palm Blvd, 

Dunedin  

(meetings are on the third Wednesday of the 

month or as noted above),  
  

Board of Governors meetings at 10:00 a.m. 

  

Countryside Library (C) 

2642 Sabal Springs Drive 

Clearwater, FL 

  

(meetings are on the Monday before the 

Luncheon meeting or as noted above) 

 

 

Links & Resources: 
 

Our Chapter website: 

http://clearwatersar.org/ 

Our Chapter Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/SARCl

earwater/ 

 

SAR National website : 

https://www.sar.org/ 

 

SAR Florida website: 

http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/

Tabs.asp 
 

 

 

http://clearwatersar.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.sar.org/
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp


From Robert Anderson, 

1st Vice President 

 

 
Robert Anderson 
 

 

FLSSAR Strategic Planning Committee 
Update 

As FLSSAR members, each of us has a 
pledged responsibility to help our Society fulfill 
its Congressionally Chartered Purposes which 
are educational, patriotic, and  historical. It is 
the first line of our Oath of Induction. 

We all have special skills, abilities and 
talents.  While some Compatriots can do more 
than others, all of us can do something to 
further our Society’s ability to patriotically serve 
our communities. 

The Florida Society has a significant reserve of 
member expertise and talent that can help our 
organization fulfill its important 
responsibilities.  The first step in strengthening 
our ability to fulfill our mission is to identify the 
talent resources within our own membership. 

 At the direction of the FLSSAR Board of 
Management, The State Society Strategic 
Planning Committee created a simple “Member 
Skills Profile” to catalog the skill sets and 
unique capabilities of our Society members. 

It will be used by the Society President and 
Executive Committee as a resource for 
consultative, advisory, networking and other 
important FLSSAR purposes.   

Please take a few minutes to complete your 
Member Skills Profile. Here’s how: 

1: Navigate 
to: http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR   (This is the 
Florida State Society Home Page) 

2. Click on “Members Only Tab”, it will open a 
green page 

3. Input in your username, (first and middle 
initials and last name, no spaces 

4. Input your password, usually your state 
number (found on your FLSSAR certificate), or 
click “Request your Password” 

5. Click “Submit my Login,” the on the following 
page click “Proceed to Data Base” 

6. On the subsequent green page, scroll down 
to “Create a New Skills Profile” and follow the 
directions. It will take only a few minutes to 
complete. 

The FLSSAR is grateful for your dedication, 
and your support of our Society.  

On Monday, April 15, 2019, I attended the Caladesi 

Chapter of the Daughters of the American 

Revolution meeting.  Margaret Harris presented the 

Girl Scout Gold Award to Erin Keblish and Jennifer 

Gibson, and I presented the Sons of the American 

Revolution Outstanding Citizenship Award to the 

http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR


same two scouts. This was the first time that these 

awards were given. 

 

Accepting the awards was Edie Ryczek , member of 

the Caladesi Chapter. 

 

I encourage members of the Caladesi Chapter of the 

Daughters of the American Revolution, and 

members of the Clearwater Chapter of the Sons of 

American Revolution to nominate their family 

members to receive this prestigious award upon 

achieving the Girl Scout Gold Award, the highest 

honor in Girl Scouts. 

 

 

 

 

Bob Anderson and Margaret Harris 

Edie Ryczek and Bob Anderson 

 

 



 

From 2nd Vice President Robert  

Brotherton 

 

I presented this report to the Board of 

Governors on April 18, 2019. 

 

 
2nd VP Bob Brotherton presents a Good Citizenship 

certificate and medal to Wyatt Harris at East Lake 

High School       

 

Future Speakers 

September 18, 2019 

David K. MacEwen  

Brigadier General 

 

October 16, 2019 

Public Service Officers Awards 

 

November 13, 2019 

Veterans Program 

 

December 18, 2019 

Installation of Officers 
 



Presentation of Awards to ROTC 
students at River Ridge High School 

by State President Pat Niemann  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

                                  

 

 

                   May Birthdays  

 
  

William  Bolin, Sr  May 7 

Damon S. Hostetler May 8 

Lee J. Harrer May 12 

David Leonard, Jr. May 12 

Michael Centorino May 17 

Harmon Wright May 21 

John Sagert May 22 

George D. Youstra May 23 

William Bosbyshell, Jr May 23 

Kent Stevens May 29 

    

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

    

  

   

   

   
   

   

   



 

 
Our next meeting  

 

           Luncheon Meeting 
Wednesday, May 15, 2019 

Where: Dunedin Golf Club, 1050 Palm Blvd, Dunedin, FL 34698 

Time: 11:30 A.M. 

Menu: Pork Loin, Tossed salad, Mashed Potatoes, seasonal vegetables, 

Strawberry Shortcake; Accompaniments: Rolls and Butter/ Iced Tea/coffee- 

Regular and Decaf/ hot tea 

Note: If you have any dietary restrictions or questions be sure to mention them 

when you make your reservation 

Cost: $20.00

Program:  Col. George Yuestra 

Chaplain, USAF 

 

 

 

  

  

 
 

 

 

 

RSVP by April 14 by calling Lewis 

Harris at 727-784-4297 or email at 

Lharris4@tampabay.rr.com 
 

 

 

mailto:Lharris4@tampabay.rr.com


Books about the 

American Revolution 

 
 

• Print Length: 328 pages 

• Publisher: University of Oklahoma Press (February 
21, 2019) 

• Publication Date: February 21, 2019 

 

In a world rife with conflict and tension, how 

does a great power prosecute an irregular war 

at a great distance within the context of a 

regional struggle, all within a global competitive 

environment? The question, so pertinent today, 

was confronted by the British nearly 250 years 

ago during the American War for 

Independence. And the answer, as this book 

makes plain, is: not the way the British, under 

Lieutenant General Charles, Earl Cornwallis, 

went about it in the American South in the 

years 1778–81. Southern Gambit presents a 

closely observed, comprehensive account of 

this failed strategy. Approaching the campaign 

from the British perspective, this book restores 

a critical but little-studied chapter to the 

narrative of the Revolutionary War—and in 

doing so, it adds detail and depth to our picture 

of Cornwallis, an outsize figure in the history of 

the British Empire. 

 

Distinguished scholar of military strategy 

Stanley D. M. Carpenter outlines the British 

strategic and operational objectives, devoting 

particular attention to the strategy of employing 

Southern Loyalists to help defeat Patriot forces, 

reestablish royal authority, and tamp down 

resurgent Patriot activity. Focusing on 

Cornwallis’s operations in the Carolinas and 

Virginia leading to the surrender at Yorktown in 

October 1781, Carpenter reveals the flaws in 

this approach, most notably a fatal 

misunderstanding of the nature of the war in the 

South and of the Loyalists’ support. 

Compounding this was the strategic 

incoherence of seeking a conventional war 

against a brilliant, unconventional opponent, 

and doing so amidst a breakdown in the unity of 

command. 

 

Ultimately, strategic incoherence, ineffective 

command and control, and a misreading of the 

situation contributed to the series of cascading 

failures of the British effort. Carpenter’s 

analysis of how and why this happened 

expands our understanding of British decision-

making and operations in the Southern 

Campaign and their fateful consequences in the 

War for Independence. 



 
 

• Print Length: 408 pages 

• Publisher: University of Virginia Press (March 26, 
2019) 

• Publication Date: March 26, 2019 

•  

• In The Road to Guilford Courthouse, one 
of the most acclaimed military histories 
of the Revolutionary War ever written, 
John Buchanan explored the first half of 
the critical Southern Campaign and 
introduced readers to its brilliant 
architect, Major General Nathanael 
Greene. In this long-awaited sequel, 
Buchanan brings this story to its 
dramatic conclusion. 
 

• Greene’s Southern Campaign was the 
most difficult of the war. With a supply 

line stretching hundreds of miles 
northward, it revealed much about the 
crucial military art of provision and 
transport. Insufficient manpower a 
constant problem, Greene attempted to 
incorporate black regiments into his 
army, a plan angrily rejected by the 
South Carolina legislature. A bloody civil 
war between Rebels and Tories was 
wreaking havoc on the South at the time, 
forcing Greene to address vigilante terror 
and restore civilian government. As his 
correspondence with Thomas Jefferson 
during the campaign shows, Greene was 
also bedeviled by the conflict between 
war and the rights of the people, and the 
question of how to set constraints under 
which a free society wages war. 
 

• Joining Greene is an unforgettable cast 
of characters—men of strong and, at 
times, antagonistic personalities—all of 
whom are vividly portrayed. We also 
follow the fate of Greene’s tenacious foe, 
Lieutenant Colonel Francis, Lord 
Rawdon. By the time the British 
evacuate Charleston—and Greene and 
his ragged, malaria-stricken, faithful 
Continental Army enter the city in 
triumph—the reader has witnessed in 
telling detail one of the most punishing 
campaigns of the Revolution, 
culminating in one of its greatest 
victories 
 

 



 
• Print Length: 359 pages 

• Page Numbers Source ISBN: 0812996992 

• Publisher: Random House (April 2, 2019) 

• Publication Date: April 2, 2019 

 

From an acclaimed military historian, a bold 

reappraisal of young George Washington, an 

ambitious if reckless soldier destined to become 

the legendary general who took on the British and, 

through his leadership, defined the American 

character 

 

How did George Washington become an 

American icon? Robert L. O’Connell, the New 

York Times bestselling author of Fierce 

Patriot and The Ghosts of Cannae, introduces 

us to Washington before he was Washington: a 

young soldier champing at the bit for a 

commission in the British army, frustrated by 

his position as a minor Virginia aristocrat. 

Fueled by ego, Washington led a disastrous 

expedition in the Seven Years’ War, but then 

the commander grew up. We witness George 

Washington take up politics and join Virginia’s 

colonial governing body, the House of 

Burgesses, where he became ever more 

attuned to the injustices of life under the British 

Empire and the paranoid, revolutionary 

atmosphere of the colonies. When war seemed 

inevitable, he was the right man—the only 

man—to lead the nascent American army. 

 

We would not be here without George 

Washington, and O’Connell proves that 

Washington the general was at least as 

significant to the founding of the United States 

as Washington the president. He emerges here 

as cunning and manipulative, a subtle 

puppeteer among intimates, and a master 

cajoler—but all in the cause of rectitude and 

moderation. Washington became the 

embodiment of the Revolution itself. He draped 

himself over the revolutionary process and 

tamped down its fires. As O’Connell writes, the 

war was decisive because Washington 

managed to stop a cycle of violence with the 

force of personality and personal restraint. 

 

In his trademark conversational, witty style, 

Robert L. O’Connell has written a compelling 

reexamination of General Washington and his 

revolutionary world. He cuts through the 

enigma surrounding Washington to show how 

the general made all the difference and became 

a new archetype of revolutionary leader in the 

process. Revolutionary is a masterful character 

study of America’s founding conflict filled with 

lessons about conspiracy, resistance, and 

leadership that resonate today. 

 

 



************************** 

Events in the War of the 
American Revolution 
 
1769 

 

16 May: Virginia Resolves drafted by 

George mason and introduced in the 

House of Burgesses by George 

Washington asserted that only 

governor and colony’s own legislature 

had the right to levy taxes in Virginia, 

and condemned Parliamentary proposal 

to send Americans to England for trial. 

 

1773 

 

10 May: Parliament passed Tea Act 

which, although it retained tea duty 

from Townsend Act, made it [possible 

for British East India Company to 

undersell smuggled tea in American 

colonies- if it could be sold. Tea was 

subsequently turned back or 

impounded in New York City, 

Philadelphia, and Charleston, banned in 

Annapolis, and dumped in Boston. 

 

1774 

 

17 May: General Gage landed in Boston 

to assume duties as Massachusetts 

Governor in addition to those as 

British Army Commander-in-Chief. 

 

20 May: Massachusetts Government 

Act, another of Coercive Acts, 

virtually annulled colonial charter and 

gave governor control of local town 

meetings. 

 

1775 

 

1 May: People of New York City chose 

Committee of One Hundred to “stand 

or fall with the liberty of the 

continent.” 

 

10 May: Second Continental Congress 

met in State House (Independence 

Hall) in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Delegates from all colonies except 

Georgia were present. 

 

10 May: Fort Ticonderoga, New York, 

guarding portage between Lake 

Champlain and Lake Georgia on 

strategic Montreal-New York 

waterway, was captured by mixed 

force of Green Mountain Boys and 

others led by Ethan Allen and Col. 

Benedick Arnold (Ticonderoga 

Campaign). Capture included 50 British 

soldiers and large quantities of cannon 

and other ordnance supplies. 



 

11 May: Patriots in savannah, Georgia, 

seized powder from royal magazine. 

 

12 May: Patriots captured Crown Point, 

New York, a British post on Lake 

Champlain 10 miles north of 

Ticonderoga and its ordnance stores. 

 

15 May: Acting on request of City and 

County of New York through Colonial 

delegates, Continental Congress 

appointed committee to determine 

military posts and number of troops 

needed to man them in New York, first 

step toward absorbing New York 

forces into the Continental army.  

 

17-18 May: St Johns, Canada, on 

Richelieu River east of Montreal, was 

occupied briefly by Col. Benedick 

Arnold and on the next day by Ethan 

Allen and the Green Mountain Boys. 

 

25 May: Maj. Gens. John Burgoyne, 

Henry Clinton, and William Howe 

arrived in Boston as part of the 

reinforcements for General Gage. By 

mid –June British had force of 6,500 

rank and file in Boston. 

 

25 May: Acting on committee report, 

Continental Congress resolved that 

posts were needed at Kings Bridge, 

Hudson Highlands, and Lake George in 

New York, which should be manned by 

not more than 3,000 men, with action 

by New York provincial Congress “until 

further order is taken by this 

Congress.” 

 

27 May: Patriot attack on Noddle’s 

(now East Boston) and Hog Islands in 

Boston Harbor included destruction of 

the British armed schooner Diana. In 

day of skirmishing four patriots were 

slightly wounded and two British killed 

and several wounded. 

 

31 May: Mecklenburg Resolves 

(Mecklenburg County, North Carolina) 

declared British laws null and void. 

 

31 May: Governor Josiah Martin of 

North Carolina flrd from New Bern 

first to Fort Johnson on Cape Fear 

and then on 18 July to British sloop 

Cruzier in Cape Fear River. 

 

1776 

 

2 May: France secretly allotted 

munitions from royal arsenals valued 

at one million livres ($200,000) to 

American patriots, and Spain followed 

suit. 



4 May: Act known as “Rhode Island 

Declaration of Independence” passed 

by its General Assembly. While not 

mentioning independence specifically it 

denied the King’s authority and 

authorized Rhode Island delegates to 

accept any Congressional measures 

they deemed prudent and effectual. 

 

6 May: With large reinforcements 

under General John Burgoyne about to 

reach Quebec, Canada, General 

Carleton led sally from city  that 

ended American siege begun preceding 

December and started patriot troops 

under General John Thomas on 

precipitous retreat. 

 

8-9 May: Thirteen Pennsylvania galleys 

attacked two British warships in 

Delaware River off mouth of 

Christiana Creek (near Wilmington), 

Delaware, and drove them down the 

river. Patriots lost one killed and two 

wounded in actions on successive days. 

 

15 May: Virginia Convention instructed 

Richard Henry Lee and its other 

delegates to propose independence. 

 

16 May: At The Cedars, Canada, on St. 

Lawrence River about 30 miles below 

Montreal, patriot force of 400 

surrendered almost without fighting 

and smaller relieving force was also 

overwhelmed. 

 

19 May: Near Nantasket, 

Massachusetts, long boats from 

British men-of-war attempted to 

board patriot ships Franklin and Lady 

Washington, but were driven off after 

hard hand-to-hand fighting in which 

the captain of the Franklin and one 

other were killed, and British may 

have lost as many as 70 killed including 

those drowned. 

 

1777 

 

10 May: Continental force under 

General Adam Stephen attempted to 

surprise the British Highland regiment 

stationed at Piscataway, New Jersey, 

east of Brunswick, but was repulsed, 

patriots losing 65 or more and 

Highlanders 28. 

 

23-24 May: Patriot raiding force from 

Guilford, Connecticut crossed Long 

Island Sound and surprised British 

foraging part at Sag Harbor, New 

York. After destroying 12 vessels, and 

killing 6 and capturing 90 of British 

party, raiders got back to Guilford 

without losing a man. 



 

29 May: Washington moved main 

Continental Army from winter 

quarters in Morristown into positions 

to oppose any movement of Howe 

toward Philadelphia; began month of 

maneuvering between two armies. 

 

1778 

 

1 May: British force of 700 attacked 

patriot outpost with hardly a tenth of 

the strength at Crooked Billet Tavern 

in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania. 

Patriots lost about 40, British 9. 

 

4 May: Congress ratified treaties of 

alliance and of amity and commerce 

between the United States and 

France. 

 

5 May: Congress approved 

Washington’s plan for a well-organized 

inspectorship and appointed General 

Steuben Inspector General. 

 

18 May: British Army bade farewell to 

its commander, Sir William Howe, in an 

extravagant festival- The Mischianza- 

in Philadelphia. 

 

20 May: Learning that the British 

were preparing to evacuate 

Philadelphia, Washington from Valley 

Forge, sent out reconnaissance force 

of 2,200 under Lafayette that took a 

position at Barren Hill, Pennsylvania, 

half way toward the city. British force 

of 5,000 tried to trap Continentals, 

but after minor skirmishing Lafayette 

cleverly escaped back across 

Schuylkill with only minor loss.  * 

(Editor’s note-In my opinion 2,200 men 

is extremely large to be a 

“reconnaissance force”.  I would love 

to hear from our military veteran 

members about your thoughts on 

that.) 

 

24 May: From Newport, British 

dispatched raiding party of 500 that 

first burned and plundered Warren, 

Rhode Island, then destroyed 22 

dwellings and a church in neighboring 

Bristol. 

 

25 May: General Howe departed from 

Philadelphia for England, and General 

Sir Henry Clinton succeeded him as 

British Commander-in-Chief. 

 

27 May: Congress approved new 

establishment for the Continental 

Army, including reorganization of 

infantry, artillery, and cavalry units, 

establishment of provost corps and 



three engineer companies, and other 

changes. 

 

1779 

 

9-11 May: British expedition under 

Admiral Sir John Collier conducted 

devastating raid in Hampton Roads 

area of Virginia capturing or 

destroying large quantities of ships 

and supplies to an estimated value of 2 

million sterling without the loss of a 

man. 

 

11-12 May: When main Continental 

force in South Carolina under General 

Benjamin Lincoln crossed into Georgia 

and reoccupied Augusta, British troops 

approached Charleston, South 

Carolina, and, finding it thinly 

defended, pressed for its surrender. 

News of imminent return of Lincoln’s 

troops persuaded British to withdraw 

to Stono Ferry south of Charleston. 

 

1780 

 

6 May: Patriot cavalry group after 

capturing 18 British soldiers south of 

Santee River moved to Lenud’s Ferry, 

South Carolina, to re-cross river and 

join larger force of Col. Abraham 

Buford. Before smaller force could 

cross river it was struck in surprise 

attack by Tarleton’s dragoons, 

patriots losing more than 100 in killed, 

wounded, and captured and British few 

or none. 

 

7 May: Fort Moultrie, South Carolina, 

guarding entrance to Charleston 

harbor, captured by British from land 

side. American garrison of 200 

surrendering without firing a shot. 

 

12 May: After a six-week siege, 

British forces totaling 17,200 troops 

and seamen forced surrender of 

Charleston, South Carolina, and its 

garrison of nearly 5,500, about half of 

them Continentals. During the siege 

patriot combat losses totaled about 

230, British about 265. This 

surrender was worst such disaster for 

new United States during the 

Revolution; it was followed by the 

British overrunning of most of South 

Carolina. 

 

21-27 May: Sir John Johnson led a 

raiding party of 400 other loyalists 

and 200 Indians from Crown Point to 

Mohawk Valley where on 22 May it 

burned Caughnawaga and on 23 May 

Johnstown, New York, as well as other 

settlements, slaughtering male 



inhabitants and on 27 May withdrawing 

with 40 prisoners. 

 

25 May: At Morristown, New Jersey, 

two Connecticut regiments prepared 

to march off and go home without 

orders, in protest against no pay and 

short rations for preceding five 

months. This mutinous conduct, 

however, justified, was suppressed, 

with some leaders lightly punished; but 

incident presaged more serious 

mutinies to come among Continental 

soldiers on same accounts. 

 

26 May: British expedition of regulars 

and Indians from Fort 

Michilimackinac, Michigan, was 

repulsed in attack on Spanish 

settlement at St. Louis, Missouri. 

 

29 May: Pursuing Buford’s Continentals 

northward, Tarleton attacked force 

nearly twice his number at Waxhaws, 

South Carolina, and inflicted crushing 

defeat on only remaining organized 

patriot body in South Carolina. 

Tarleton reported his casualties as 19 

of 200 engaged, with patriots losing 

more than 300 of 400 engaged, 

including 113 killed in British bayonet 

attack. Patriots claimed men trying to 

surrender were bayonetted. 

 

29 May: Loyalist group near 

Winnsboro, South Carolina, was 

defeated and dispersed by patriot 

irregulars, marking beginning of 

effective patriot resurgence in 

Carolinas. 

 

1781 

 

10 May: British abandoned Camden, 

their main interior post in South 

Carolina. 

 

10 May: The Spanish under Bernardo 

de Galvez captured British post of 

Pensacola, Florida, after siege that 

began on 9 March; and with Pensacola 

all of West Florida was surrendered 

to Spain. During the siege attacking 

forces which reached 7,000 in 

strength, had 227 casualties in killed 

and wounded; defenders had about 

200 casualties, and 1,113 British 

prisoners were taken. 

 

11 May: British post at Orangeburg, 

South Carolina, 50 miles south of 

Camden, with garrison of 15 regulars 

and 70 Tory militia surrendered to 

Sumter’s partisans. 

 



12 May: British garrison at Fort 

Motte, South Carolina, surrendered to 

force under Henry Lee and Francis 

Marion. 

 

14 May: Tories surprised patriot 

outpost at Croton River, New York, 

killed commander Col. Christopher 

Green and Maj. Ebenezer Flagg. Total 

American losses 44 killed, wounded, 

and missing. 

 

15 May: Fort Granby, South Carolina 

surrendered to Henry Lee. 

 

20 May: General Cornwallis, marching 

overland from Wilmington, North 

Carolina, reached Petersburg, Virginia, 

with 1,500 troops, but by taking 

command of other British troops in 

Virginia his forces swelled to 7,200. 

Outflanking Lafayette, he forced 

patriot evacuation of Richmond on 27 

May and reached North Anna River by 

June 1st. 

 

21 May: Lee’s Legion attacked and 

captured two loyalist companies and 

quantity of needed supplies at Fort 

Galphin, South Carolina, on the 

Savannah River about 12 miles below 

Augusta, losing only one man in doing 

so. 

 

21-22 May: Generals Washington and 

Rochambeau met at Wethersfield, 

Connecticut, to plan joint Franco-

American military operations. 

 

22 May-19 June: General Greene with 

about 1,000 Continentals besieged 

British post at Ninety-Six, South 

Carolina, most important British post 

in interior after evacuation of Camden. 

Before formal siege operations could 

be completed approaching British 

relief force persuaded Greene to 

make unsuccessful assault. He then 

had to retreat in face of superior 

force. During siege, patriots lost 

about 150 in killed and wounded, 

British 85. 

 

1782 

 

8 May: Spanish force from Havana 

captured New Providence (Nassau) 

Bahamas, its British garrison of over 

600, and all of the Bahamas occupied 

by the British. 

 

1783 

 

13 May:  The Society of the Cincinnati 

was organized based upon a concept 

conceived by Major General Henry 



Knox. The first meeting of the 

Society was held in at a dinner 

at Mount Gulian (Verplanck House) 

in Fishkill, New York, before the 

British evacuation from New York 

City. 

 

26 May: Congress ordered General 

Washington to furlough all Continental 

troops enlisted for the duration of 

the war, and subsequently (11 June) 

authorized Secretary of War to 

furlough troops of middle states not 

already released. Later, on 3 

November 1783, Congress ordered 

discharge of all furloughed troops. 
 
****************************************** 
          

 Washington’s Rules of Civility 

(continued) 

 
In April 2018 we started to publish 

the 110 Rules of Civility that a young 

George Washington copied and 

committed to memory. We have been 

presenting ten rules a month. 

 

The Rules: 

 
101. Rinse not your mouth in the presence of 

others. 

 

102. It is out of use to call upon the company 

often to neither eat; nor need you drink to 

others every time you drink.  

 

103. In the company of your betters, be not 

longer in eating than they are; lay not your 

arm but only your hand upon the table.  

 

104. It belongs to the chiefest in company to 

unfold his napkin and fall to meat first, but 

he ought then to begin in time & to dispatch 

with dexterity that the slowest may have 

time allowed him.  

 

105. Be not angry at the table whatever 

happens & if you have reason to be so, show 

it not; put on a cheerful countenance 

especially if there be strangers, for good 

humor makes one dish of meat a feast.  

 

106. Set not yourself at the upper of the 

table; but if it were your due or that the 

master of the house will have it so, contend 

not, least you should trouble the company.  

 

107. If others talk at the table, be attentive 

but talk not with meat in your mouth.  

 

108. When you speak of god or his attributes 

let it be seriously & with reverence. Honor & 

obey your natural parents although they are 

poor.  

 

109. Let your recreations be manful not 

sinful. 

 

110. Labor to keep alive in your breast that 

little spark of celestial fire called conscience. 

 

 



Recessional  
 
Until we meet again, let us 
remember our obligations to our 
forefathers, who gave us our 
Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an 
independent Supreme Court, and a 
nation of free men. 

 

 
 
 


