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From the President  

 
 

Compatriots, 

 
Membership in the Clearwater Chapter of the Sons 

of the American Revolution means different things 

to different people. To some the pride of proving 

their heritage back to a Patriot of the American 

Revolution is their primary reason for joining. 

Genealogy is their love. To others it is the social 

aspects of membership that is their primary interest. 

Joining together with like souls, sharing a meal, and 

swapping stories of their lives is the top of their list. 

(I have been a member of the Sons of the Revolution 

in the State of New York since 1977, and Rhode 

Island, and now of the Clearwater Chapter of SAR. I 

personally find the camaraderie of the organizations 

to be a great motivation for me).  To yet others it is 

the social outreach of the organization, the good 

works, and the showing of patriotism that motivates 

them.  

 

Our statement of existence states that ñThe Sons of 

the American Revolution is a historical, educational 

and patriotic non-profit, United States 501 (c) 3 

corporation that seeks to maintain and extend (1) the 

institution of American freedom, (2) an appreciation 

for true patriotism, (3) a respect for our national 

symbols, (4) the value of American citizenship, and 

(5) the unifying force of e pluribus unam that has 

created, from the people of many nations, one 

nation, and one people. We do this by perpetuating 

the stories of patriotism, courage, sacrifice, tragedy, 

and triumph of the men who achieved the 

independence of the American people in the belief 

that these stories are universal ones of manôs eternal 

struggle against tyranny, relevant to all time, and 

will inspire and strengthen each succeeding 

generation as it too is called upon to defend our 

freedom on the battlefield and in our public 

institutions. ñ 

 

To guide us in our work the National and State 

Societies have set forth many contests that award 

points for certain activities that fulfill these stated 

goals. We as a chapter seek to do our best to 

accumulate points. But it is the doing, not the points, 

that is always front and center in our activities. 

 

Please speak to me, Bob Anderson, or Bob 

Brotherton about your primary area of interest in our 

Chapter. Whatever motivated you to join and be a 

member, we have an opening for you in one of our 

many activities. 

 

Lastly, I hope you enjoy the feature New Books 

About the Revolution that is included in the 

newsletter each month. This issue highlights three 

books that have just been published in 2019, and all 

three have a Southern emphasis.  

 

Yours in patriotism,  

Jim Grayshaw  
        

 



Aprilôs Meeting 

 
The Clearwater Chapter of the Florida Society Sons 

of the American Revolution held its Regularly 

Scheduled Meeting on Wednesday, April 17, 2019 

at the Dunedin Golf Club beginning at 12:00 p.m., 

President Jim Grayshaw presided. There were 45 

members and guests in attendance. 

 

The President called the meeting to order, The 

Invocation was given by Chaplain George Youstra.  

Past President Jim Phillips led members in reciting 

the Pledge to the Flag of the United States of 

America, and Compatriot Jim Grayshaw, Chapter 

President, led the Pledge to the Sons of the 

American Revolution. Past President Bob Cundiff 

then led the group in the singing of ñGod Bless 

Americaò. 

 

President Jim Grayshaw then introduced the Head 

Table, current officers, Past Chapter Presidents, past 

Patriot Medal Winners Dan Hooper and Parks 

Honeywell, members of the Ladies Auxiliary, and 

members of the DAR. President Grayshaw 

introduced visiting SAR member John Stewart from 

St Petersburg Chapter. One of our guest speakers 

rand Scholet then introduced Mary Ann Hamilton, a 

direct descendant of Alexander Hamilton. 

 

The members then recognized those present who 

had a birthday in April, and the membership sang 

Happy Birthday to Compatriots Robert Anderson 

and Lawrence Patterson who had their birthday on 

April 17th. 

 

 President Grayshaw presented a Certificate of 

Appreciation to Mary Kitchen and Margret Harris 

from the Ladies Auxiliary State of Florida.  

 
Margaret Harris, Jim Grayshaw, and Mary Kitchen 

 

Margaret Harris then presented Jim Gibson with the 

Girl Scout Gold Award for his granddaughter 

Rebecca Lynn Gibson, and 1st VP Bob Anderson 

presented Jim Gibson with an Outstanding 

Citizenship Award for his granddaughter for 

achieving the Gold Award. 

 

 
Jim Gibson and Margaret Harris, and Bob Anderson 

 

President Grayshaw recessed the meeting for lunch. 

 

President Grayshaw then asked First Vice President 

Bob Anderson to introduce our speakers,  

Compatriot Bob Anderson introduced several guests 

from the past- himself as Francis Lewis, as signer of 

the Declaration of Independence, Rand Scholet as 

Alexander Hamilton first Secretary of the Treasury, 

and John Stewart as Thomas Jefferson, first 

Secretary of State. They then discussed in character 

political issues of their time such as debt, the 

National Bank, preferring Britain or France as an 

economical example, and the Louisiana Purchase. 

Their presentation in character was enlightening and 

enjoyable. 



 
The panel discussion 

 

 
Rand Scholet, John Stewart and Jim Grayshaw 

 

President Grayshaw inducted Kevin Donald 

MacFarland Sr as a member in the Chapter. 

Compatriot Anderson presented him with his 

rosette. 
 

 

  
Jim Grayshaw, Kevin MacFarland and Bob 

Anderson 

 

 

 

 
Kevin MacFarland and Bob Anderson 

 
Jim Grayshaw, Kevin MacFarland and Bob 

Anderson 

 

Jim Gibson presented a War Service Medal 

Certificate to Robert Bruce Farrer.  
 

 

 
Jim Grayshaw, Robert Bruce Farrer and Jim Gibson 

 

 

The 50/50 drawing, a secondary drawing for a 



basket donated by the Ladies Auxiliary, and a third 

drawing for a free dinner at Dunedin Country Club, 

were held. 

 

Announcements: 

ǒ FLSSAR BOM meeting May 10-12, 2019 in 

Kissimmee, Florida 

ǒ BOG meeting May 13, 2019 at Countryside 

            Library at 10 AM 

ǒ Meeting of the Membership May 15, 2019 at  

            Noon at the Dunedin Golf Club  

 

 

Following the Benediction by Chaplain George 

Youstra and the reciting of the SAR Recessional led 

by President Grayshaw, the meeting was adjourned. 

******************************************

Introducing New Member s 

 

A native of Detroit, Michigan, LCDR Kevin 

MacFarland, NSCC, attended the University of 

Michigan and the University of Detroit, earning a 

Bachelor of Science Degree in Computer 

Science/Mathematics with a minor in Business 

Administration. His professional life spanned 35 

years in Information Technology from computer 

center operations, software development, 

manufacturing operations management, and 

business systems integration. MacFarland retired 

after a long career with the Ford Motor Company 

and relocated to Tampa, Florida in 2014 to be near 

family. He served as State Deputy (President) of the 

Michigan Knights of Columbus, a volunteer 

organization with 75,000 members in 320 local 

units. He also revived the local Navy League 

Council, recruiting 50 new members and laying the 

groundwork for the team that sponsored the 

commissioning of the USS Detroit, LCS7. He also 

served as a Navy League National Director. He is 

now active with the Tampa Bay Council. In March 

2018, he was elected president of the Council. 

MacFarlandôs US Naval Sea Cadet Corps 

assignments, starting in 2007, include roles as the 

Recruiting, Operations and Executive Officer of the 

Tomcat Squadron in Clinton Township, Michigan. 

He then served as Director for Sea Cadet Region 9-

3, starting the new Anchor Division unit located in 

Harper Woods Michigan and serving as its 

Commanding Officer. He served as Division Officer 

for divisions attending Recruit Training at Great 

Lakes Recruit Training Command and earned the 

Honor Division Award. He also served as Executive 

Officer Training Contingent for several training 

evolutions at Fort Custer Training Center. In June 

2017 he was appointed to command the United 

States Naval Sea Cadet Corps Suncoast Squadron, 

located at the United States Coast Guard Air Station 

Clearwater, in Clearwater, Florida. In 2018, the 

Suncoast Squadron was ranked 9th highest in the 

Nation. In April 2018, in addition to his duties as 

CO, he was appointed Director of the Naval Sea 

Cadet Corps Region 6-1, which covers 11 units on 

the Gulf Coast of Florida. In March 2019, 

MacFarland was selected as Regional Director of the 

Year for the US Naval Sea Cadet Corps nationwide. 



 

Please bring personal care items 

such as soap, toothpaste, or razors, 

calendars, magazines, and books 

(for both men and women), to the 

next meeting. Lew Harris will take 

them to the Bay Pines Hospital for 

our Ve terans.  
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