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From the President

Compatriots,
Our 1st Vice President, Robert
Anderson, is spearheading a very worthwhile
project designed to acquaint new members
about the structure of our organization. The
Clearwater Chapter will present an
orientation meeting for new members of the
Sons of the American Revolution, on March
27, 2019, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, in the
community room at the Dunedin Library on
Douglas Ave, Dunedin. We will introduce
the chapter officers and committee chairmen
who are able to attend, and they will give a
brief explanation of the position and their
roles. Refreshments will be served. Please
contact Robert Anderson for more
information at randerson2441@gmail.com,
or 727-726-9590. This promises to be an
interesting and informative event, and I urge
any member who is able to attend regardless
of the length of his membership. We can all
learn something new

The National Society, Sons of the
American Revolution, the USS Stark
Memorial Awards has specific guidelines for
participation. (see
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Stark_inc
ident for a reminder of what precipitated the
institution of this award). One of the
activities that the Clearwater Chapter has
engaged in was Operation Ancestor Search.
Once a month we would go to Bay Pines VA
Hospital in St Petersburg and to Halley VA
Hospital in Tampa. We would use
Ancestry.com to help the veterans look up
their ancestors to whatever degree we could.
This was accomplished with an agreement
with Ancestry.com. Due to reasons which I
will not set forth here, the decision was made
by the Clearwater Chapter Board of
Governors to discontinue this outreach
program effective immediately.
However, rather than being an end to
our outreach to veterans we are turning our
attention and efforts to other aspects of the
program. At the last Board of Governors
meeting it was decided that we would ask
members to donate personal care items to
take to the hospital, such as bars of soap,
shaving cream, disposable razors, or such as
the trial size soap, shampoo, toothpaste,
similar to the ones found at motels or hotels.
We will also continue to ask for books and
magazines for the VA Library. You can
bring any of these items to the monthly
luncheon meetings starting with the March
meeting.
Yours in patriotism,

Jim Grayshaw

February’s Meeting
The Clearwater Chapter of the Florida Society SAR
held its Regularly Scheduled Meeting on
Wednesday, February 20, 2019 at the Dunedin Golf
Club beginning at 12:00 p.m., President Jim
Grayshaw presided. There were 52 members and
guests in attendance.
The Colors were presented and the President called
the meeting to order.

The Invocation was given by Chaplain George
Youstra. Compatriot 1st Vice President Bob
Anderson led members in reciting the Pledge to the
Flag of the United States of America, and
Compatriot 2nd Vice President Bob Brotherton led
the Pledge to the Sons of the American Revolution.
Past President Bob Cundiff then led the group in the
singing of “God Bless America”, accompanied by
Caladesi DAR member Pat Monroe.
President Jim Grayshaw then introduced the Head
Table, after which he introduced Past Chapter
Presidents, and current Officers, past Patriot Medal
Winners, Dan Hooper and Parks Honeywell,
members of the Ladies Auxiliary, and members of
the DAR. President Grayshaw asked if there were
any prospective SAR members, Compatriot Bob
Brotherton introduce Jim Gibson, whose application
has been completed and his wife, Fran, and his third
cousin David Reed, Compatriot, Bob Anderson
introduced Kevin McFarland. Also recognized was
Scott Welch. Visiting SAR member Doug Fitz,
from Missouri was recognized. Guests include Bob
Borgill, from Michigan and Compatriot Hal Miller’s
son-in-law Lee Vincent.
President Grayshaw then asked Compatriot John
Sagert to come up. President Grayshaw stated that
John was moving to Tennessee and we were going
to miss him as our chapter Historian and
Photographer. John spoke for several minutes how
he had enjoyed being a member of the Clearwater
Chapter and hoped to continue in SAR in
Tennessee.

John Sagert
President Grayshaw recessed the meeting for lunch.

He was not happy with the task of defending New York
City as he felt that the city should form its own militia,

First Vice President Bob Anderson then
introduced our speaker, Brian Barrett. Bob said Brian S.

Barrett is a Revolutionary War historian with
primary focus on the Berkshire County Militia. He
is a member of the Berkshire Family History Assn.,
Wisconsin Society of the American Revolution and
Friends of the Saratoga Battlefield. His publications
include non-fiction magazine articles, five selfpublished books and one print on demand book
being distributed at Amazon.com. His talk today
will be about the Connecticut Provincials and their
participation in the protection of New York City and
the Canadian forts during 1775. General David
Wooster was the administrative leader of 2000 men
at the time, who were remarkably successful in their
mission until disease and sickness devastated their
ranks.
Brian Barrett then spoke to the chapter about the
forming of the Connecticut Provincials in May of 1775
by General David Wooster. He noted that at this time the
Continental Army had not been formed and George
Washington had not yet been appointed Commander in
Chief of the Continental Armies. Wooster was tasked
primarily with forming and recruiting a provincial force,
which ended up being approximately 2,000 men, and
then keeping the British at bay in New York City. In
doing this he was able to require the Congress and the
local trades to supply tents for his men, and to his credit
he had trenches built around each tent to keep the ground
inside dry and sanitary.

Brian Barrett
but unfortunately, many in the city were walking the line
between Tories and Patriots, trying not to offend the
British due in part to a warship being in the harbor with
its 44 guns pointed at the city.
One of the major problems at the time was finding food,
not only for the provincials, but also for the British
troops this resulted in British troops raiding Long Island
farms. Wooster’s provincials were tasked with stopping
the raids, this was difficult due to his only being able to
allocate about 400 men to this task. At the same time
General Benedict Arnold and Ethan Allen were in the
process of working on plans to take Fort Ticonderoga
and Crown Point from the British, as it was feared these
would be stepping stones of an invasion by the British
from Canada. Wooster was ordered to send a portion of
his troops to help with Arnold’s and Allen’s mission, but
when they got there, Fort Ticonderoga had already fallen.
Unfortunately, the troops had not been required to set up
their camp in as sanitary a manor as Wooster had in
Connecticut and disease and small pox were rampant.
Many of Wooster’s men also became sick and his force

eventually numbered about 300. The Connecticut
provincials then became part of a larger force that went
to Montreal, but was disbanded in April 1976. Brian said
he had copies of his book ‘Wooster’s Invisible Enemy”
for sale after the meeting.

and former President Bob Cundiff, a secondary
drawing for a basket donated by the Ladies
Auxiliary was won by Compatriot Don Leamy and a
third drawing for a free dinner at Dunedin Country
Club, won by Compatriot Russell Pebworth.
Announcements:
•
•
•
•

Brian Barrett
President Grayshaw then presented Brian Barrett
with a Certificate of Appreciation.

March 18 BOG meeting 10 a.m. Countryside Public
Library
March 20 – Chapter meeting 12 NOON Dunedin Golf
Club
May 10-11 FLSSAR BOM Meeting, Kissimmee, FL
July 5-12- 120th SAR Annual Congress, Costa Mesa,
CA

Compatriot Bob Anderson announced that on
Wednesday, March 27 at 10AM. at the Dunedin
Public Library there would be an Orientation
Assembly, at which the roles of various officers
and committees would be set forth and members
would be given an opportunity to learn about the
responsibilities of the various offices and
committees. Members who have joined the
Clearwater Chapter of the SAR in the last 3
years are especially encouraged to attend.
President Grayshaw then said if there was no further
business the meeting would be adjourned
Following the Benediction by Chaplain George
Youstra and the reciting of the SAR Recessional led
by President Grayshaw. The meeting was
adjourned.

Brian Barrett and James Grayshaw

The 50/50 drawing was won by Compatriot

Larry Patterson, Secretary

Please bring personal care items
such as soap, toothpaste, or razors,
calendars, magazines, and books
(for both men and women), to the
next meeting. Lew Harris will take
them to the Bay Pines Hospital for
our Veterans.
*********************************

Photos from February’s Meeting

Russ Pebworth

David Reed
Charles Kerr

Bob Cundiff, Charles and Patricia
Osgood

Charles Wetherbee
******************************

Eagle Scout Awards

Marjorie Wetherbee, Susan
Grayshaw and Margaret Harris

Jim Phillips presents Eagle awards to Thomas
Marvin & David Bozosi -Troop 484 at First Lutheran
Church in Clearwater. Awards given Feb. 24, 2019

Announcements:
2019 Meeting Schedule
Clearwater Chapter, SAR
Board of Governors

(C)

Membership Meeting (M)

Links & Resources:
Our Chapter website:
http://clearwatersar.org/
Our Chapter Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/SARCl
earwater/

18 March (C)
20 March (M)
15 April

(C)

17 April

(M)

13 May

(C)

15 May

(M)

SAR National website :
https://www.sar.org/

(M) Membership Luncheon Meetings at 11:30

SAR Florida website:
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/
Tabs.asp

a.m. Dunedin Country Club, Palm Blvd,
Dunedin
(meetings are on the third Wednesday of the
month or as noted above),
Board of Governors meetings at 10:00 a.m.
Countryside Library
2642 Sabal Springs Drive
Clearwater, FL

(C)

(meetings are on the Monday before the
Luncheon meeting or as noted above)

The Sons of the American Revolution is a historical,
educational and patriotic non-profit, United States
501 (c) 3 corporation that seeks to maintain and
extend (1) the institution of American freedom, (2)
an appreciation for true patriotism, (3) a respect for
our national symbols, (4) the value of American
citizenship, and (5) the unifying force of e pluribus
unam that has created, from the people of many
nations, one nation, and one people.
We do this by perpetuating the stories of
patriotism, courage, sacrifice, tragedy, and triumph
of the men who achieved the independence of the
American people in the belief that these stories are
universal ones of man’s eternal struggle against
tyranny, relevant to all time, and will inspire and
strengthen each succeeding generation as it too is
called upon to defend our freedom on the
battlefield and in our public institutions.

From Robert Anderson,
1st Vice President

PO2 Serena Hesser and Bob Anderson
Robert Anderson

PO2 Serena Hesser and Bob Anderson

On Sunday 27 January 2019, I
presented the Sons of the American
Revolution Bronze Good Citizenship
medal to PO2 Serena Hesser, a
member of U.S. Naval Sea Cadet
Corps Suncoast Squadron at the U.S.
Coast Guard Air Station, Clearwater, at
their Annual Awards Ceremony.
The Ceremony was attended by more
than 60 Cadets and their families.
Lt Commander Kevin D MacFarland
Sr., Commanding Officer and Director
of Southeast Region 6-1, lead his
squadron through the ceremony with
precision and outstanding leadership.
Last year the squadron ranked #9 in the
Nation for excellence and #6 in the
nation for retention.

It was a pleasure to see young men and
women perform with attention to detail
and respect.
**********************************************
Every year it gets more difficult to find
Compatriots who will stand up and take a
leadership role in the Clearwater Chapter. It
takes leadership to just have a luncheon, let
alone have a speaker each month, make
contacts in the community and give out
awards. It isn’t magic. I know many have
served in the past but there are new members
who haven’t stepped forward to do their part.
Now is the time to do so.
To tackle this problem the Clearwater
Chapter will present an orientation meeting
for new members of the Sons of the
American Revolution, on March 27, 2019,
from 10:00 to 1:00, in the community room.
at the Dunedin Library on Douglas Ave
Dunedin.
We will introduce the chapter officers and
committee chairmen and they will give a
brief explanation of the position and their
roles and invite new members to participate
in a committee of their choice.
Refreshments will be served.
Please contact me for more information
Robert Anderson,
randerson2441@gmail.com, 727-726-9590

CLEARWATER CHAPTER SONS OF THE
AMERICAN REVOLUTION IS IN NEED OF:

TO SERVE IN OUR COLOR GUARD.

Although we admire our present Color
Guard who dress in period uniform, we
welcome members who wish to participate
wearing a class B uniform. The requirement
are as follows:
A Tricorn hat (Black trim)
SAR striped tie
Blue blazer
The color guard presents the colors at
parades, SAR and patriotic organization
meetings.
The Tricornered hat may be purchased by a
member from one of several vendors at a
cost of less than $100
If you wish to be a member of the COLOR
GUARD, please contact me.
Robert Anderson,
randerson2441@gmail.com, or 727-7269590

Robert Anderson, Clearwater Chapter,
Sons of the American Revolution

****************************

Introducing a New Member

was employed by Eastern Airlines until 1989
when they also went out of business.

JAMES E. KOONTZ

I returned to college and earned a
Bachelor’s Degree in Healthcare
Administration from Florida Atlantic
University and a Master’s Degree in Social
Work from Florida International University.
I was then employed by the Archdiocese of
Miami and in 2001, retired as the Director of
Social Services at St. John’s Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center in Ft. Lauderdale,

I was born and raised in suburban
Pittsburgh, PA (Braddock, PA). Upon

Florida.
Since then, I have enjoyed retirement

graduation from high school, I was

having traveled extensively through parts of

employed by Westinghouse Electric

the United States by motorhome and

Corporation, a manufacturer of large electric

motorcycle.

generating and control equipment, where I

I married in 1962 and am the father of

was employed as an Apprentice Toolmaker.

two sons and a daughter; the grandfather of

Upon completing my apprenticeship in 1962,

six children and the great-grandfather of two.

I entered the United States Army and was

I am a Past Master of Monroeville

honorably discharged in 1964, and thereupon

Masonic Lodge and it has been my ambition

resumed my employment with

to join the SAR, which I recently proudly

Westinghouse. In 1985, due to worldwide

fulfilled.

economic conditions, Westinghouse closed
the facility. I moved to the Miami area and

I am honored to be associated with the
Sons of The American Revolution and hope
that I can be of some service.
**************************

From 2nd Vice President
Robert Brotherton

At the last BOG meeting I presented
a written report. An abbreviated
summary of that report follows:

I.

I have assisted Parks
Honeywell as Assistant
Genealogist/Registrar
II Clearwater Chapter Brochure
A. I completed an updated tri-fold
for the Clearwater Chapter. Will
hand out at the upcoming DAR
genealogy meeting at the
Dunedin Library on Feb. 13.
B. I plan to attend this meeting and
help staff the SAR table.

III

Flag Certificates
A. I have produced a map of the
Clearwater Chapter boundary
lines.

B. Based on this map, there are 11
cities that fall within this
boundary. These cities are
Belleair, Belleair Beach,
Clearwater, Dunedin, Indian
Rocks Beach, Indian Shores,
Oldsmar, Safety Harbor, Tarpon
Springs, New Port Richey, and
Port Richey.
C. I have inspected the Town of
Indian Shores and they meet the
requirements for proper flag
display. I would like to request a
Flag Certificate for Indian Shores
and have permission to make this
presentation.
D. I will inspect all remaining flags
at the City Hall of the cities in the
Clearwater Chapter area and then
present flag certificates to the
cities that properly display the
flag and assist in making
corrections when incorrect
display is observed. Part of the
inspection will be to interview the
person in charge of the flag to
insure proper knowledge about
flying the flag. Part of this effort
is to gain recognition for the
Clearwater Chapter of the SAR in
our Chapter area since most city
council meetings have news
media present and some have
their own TV channel. I would
wear the class B uniform during
these presentations. I plan to
write a speech and start with Hear
Ye – Hear Ye………………….I
will ask the President and VP to
review and approve the speech.

IV High School “Citizenship Awards”
A. I am in the process of
communicating with 11 Public
and Private High Schools

previously involved in this
program. 6 schools have
historically not participated but I
will check with them to see if
there might be interest now.
Communication first includes a
phone call, and if not available,
wait on a return phone call. After
verbal communication, I follow
up with an E-mail giving
information about the SAR in
general and the “Citizenship
Award” criteria. We confirm the
day, time, and place of the
ceremony. Pat Niemann is
working with High Schools for
the ROTC and three Citizenship
Awards that are on my list. Many
of the schools have a new person
assigned to manage the Awards
Ceremony for the first time. I am
updating information for the next
2nd VP.
B. Verbal and written
communication has been
established with 9 High Schools.
Two High Schools have not yet
returned my call. A follow-up
call will be made soon. I feel
that most all of the High Schools
in the Chapter Area will
participate.
C. To date, all but one school
contacted has promised to have a
person nominated for the Award
at least 30 days prior to the
Awards Ceremony. I will be
working with Dan Hooper in the
preparation of the certificates.
D. I will be looking for volunteers to
help make the award
presentations. To date, 8 Awards
Ceremonies are in May and all
are on a different day. One school
ceremony is on April 29. Most
awards ceremonies are in the

evening about 6:00 P.M. but one
has indicated a morning program
at 9:00 A.M. If you have a
particular school you would like
to make the presentation, please
let me know. I will bring the list
of all schools and presentation
days and times to the next BOG
meeting.

V. U.S. Coast Guard Cutter “Kimball”
A. The Commandant of the Coast
Guard has invited me to attend
the “Commissioning Ceremony”
of the new USCGC Kimball in
Hawaii. This is because a
member of my family by the
name of Sumner Increase
Kimball started the Coast Guard.
I would then be representing the
family.
B. The current government
shutdown has cancelled this
“Commissioning Ceremony”
until some point into the future.
Based on the program and type of
introductions, I will attempt to
include my membership in the
Clearwater Chapter of the SAR in
my introduction.

*********************

Future Speakers
April 17, 2019
To Be Announced
May 15, 2019
George Youstra, Jr.
Chaplin, US Air Force

Flag Presentation

852 S. Martin Luther King Jr Ave. The Elliott family.

Clearwater Chapter SAR donated
and presented the American flag.
This Pinellas Habitat for Humanity home
was dedicated February 16th in
Clearwater for the Elliott family.
Clearwater Chapter Past President Bob
Cundiff presented the flag along with
fellow council member David Allbritton
and from Clearwater’s Economic
Development Chuck Lane. Thanks to
Habitat Pinellas, City of Clearwater and
all the volunteers from across the area
who helped on this home. God bless you
all.

March Birthdays
Brian E.
Leslie
Francis R.
David F.
Harry L.
Ralph W.
Cary L.
Jacob
Jason P.
Peter
Richard N.
Bryson
Logan M.

Niemann
Bartholf
Larew
Kitchen, Jr.
Dauphinais
Hayes
Martin
Jata
Greene
Dietrich
Egbert
Christian
Martin

March 1
March 1
March 4
March 6
March 6
March 9
March 9
March 11
March 12
March 14
March 16
March 28
March 30

Working Together with the DAR
On February 13, 2019, The Clearwater Chapter
of the Sons of the American Revolution
participated at a Genealogical Seminar
sponsored by the Caladesi Chapter of the DAR
at the Dunedin Public Library. Our chapter
manned a table to advise visitors about the SAR,
its purposes and activities.

Robert Brotherton and Robert Anderson

At this seminar our Color Guard participated by
posting the colors at the beginning of the
ceremony.

L to R John Sagert, Charles Weatherbee, Jim Gibson
and Jim Phillips

Our next meeting
Luncheon Meeting
Wednesday, March 20, 2019
Where: Dunedin Golf Club, 1050 Palm Blvd, Dunedin, FL 34698
Time: 11:30 A.M.
Menu: Shepard’s Pie, tossed salad, grasshopper pie; Accompaniments: Rolls and
Butter/ Iced Tea/coffee- Regular and Decaf/ hot tea
Note: If you have any dietary restrictions or questions be sure to mention them
when you make your reservation
Cost: $20.00
Program: Michael J. Deeb
Author: Duty and Honor

RSVP by March 17 by calling Lewis
Harris at 727-784-4297 or email at
Lharris4@tampabay.rr.com

New Books about the
American Revolution

•
•
•

whites of their eyes" at the Battle of
Bunker Hill.
Detailing Putnam's close relationships
with Aaron Burr, Alexander Hamilton,
and John and Abigail Adams, this first
full-length biography of Putnam in more
than a century re-examines the life of a
revolutionary whose seniority in the
Continental Army was second only to
that of George Washington.

Publisher: McFarland & Company (April 28, 2017)
Language: English

A colorful figure of 18th-century America,
Israel Putnam (1718-1790) played a key
role in both the French and Indian War
and the Revolutionary War. In 1758 he
barely escaped from being burned alive
by Mohawk warriors. He later
commanded a force of 500 men who
were shipwrecked off the coast of Cuba.
It was he who reportedly gave the
command "Don't fire until you see the

•
•
•

Print Length: 356 pages
Publisher: Westholme Publishing; 1 edition
(December 12, 2018)
Publication Date: December 12, 2018

A Major New Biography of a Man of Humble
Origins Who Became One of the Great

Military Leaders of the American Revolution
On January 17, 1781, at Cowpens, South
Carolina, the notorious British cavalry officer
Banastre Tarleton and his legion had been
destroyed along with the cream of Lord
Cornwallis’s troops. The man who planned and
executed this stunning American victory was
Daniel Morgan. Once a barely literate
backcountry laborer, Morgan now stood at the
pinnacle of American martial success. Born in
New Jersey in 1736, he left home at seventeen
and found himself in Virginia’s Shenandoah
Valley. There he worked in mills and as a
teamster and was recruited for Braddock’s
disastrous expedition to take Fort Duquesne
from the French in 1755. When George
Washington called for troops to join him at the
siege of Boston in 1775, Morgan organized a
select group of riflemen and headed north.
From that moment on, Morgan’s presence
made an immediate impact on the battlefield
and on his superiors. Washington soon
recognized Morgan’s leadership and tactical
abilities. When Morgan’s troops blocked the
British retreat at Saratoga in 1777, ensuring an
American victory, he received accolades from
across the colonies.
In Daniel Morgan: A Revolutionary Life, the first
biography of this iconic figure in forty years,
historian Albert Louis Zambone presents
Morgan as the quintessential American
everyman, who rose through his own dogged
determination from poverty and obscurity to
become one of the great battlefield
commanders in American history. Using social
history and other advances in the discipline that
had not been available to earlier biographers,
the author provides an engrossing portrait of
this storied personality of America’s founding
era—a common man in uncommon times.

•
•
•

Print Length: 432 pages
Publisher: Simon & Schuster (October 2, 2018)
Publication Date: October 2, 2018

The #1 New York Times bestselling authors of The
Heart of Everything That Isreturn with one of the
most inspiring—and underappreciated—chapters
in American history: the story of the Continental
Army’s six-month transformation in Valley Forge.

December 1777. It is 18 months after the
signing of the Declaration of Independence,
and some 12,000 members of America’s
beleaguered Continental Army stagger into a
small Pennsylvania encampment 23 miles
northwest of British-occupied Philadelphia. The
starving and half-naked force is reeling from a
string of demoralizing defeats at the hands of
King George III’s army, and are barely
equipped to survive the coming winter. Their

commander in chief, the focused and forceful
George Washington, is at the lowest ebb of his
military career. The Continental Congress is in
exile and the American Revolution appears to
be lost.
Yet a spark remains. Determined to keep the
rebel cause alive through sheer force of will,
Washington transforms the farmland plateau
hard by the Schuylkill River into a virtual cabin
city. Together with a dedicated coterie of
advisers both foreign and domestic—Marquis
de Lafayette, Baron von Steuben, the
impossibly young Alexander Hamilton, and
John Laurens—he sets out to breathe new life
into his military force. Against all odds, as the
frigid and miserable months pass, they manage
to turn a bobtail army of citizen soldiers into a
professional fighting force that will change the
world forever.
Valley Forge is the story of how that
metamorphosis occurred. Bob Drury and Tom
Clavin, the team behind such bestsellers
as The Heart of Everything That Is, The Last
Stand of Fox Company, and Halsey’s Typhoon,
show us how this miracle was accomplished
despite thousands of American soldiers
succumbing to disease, starvation, and the
elements. Here is Steuben, throwing himself
into the dedicated drilling sessions he imported
from Prussian battlefields. Here is Hamilton,
proffering the shrewd advice that wards off his
beloved commander in chief’s scheming
political rivals. Here is Laurens, determined to
integrate the Continental Army with freed black
men and slaves. Here is Lafayette, thirsting for
battlefield accolades while tenaciously lobbying
his own king for crucial French aid.
At the center of it all is George Washington, in
the prime of his life yet confronting crushing
failure as he fends off political conspiracies
every bit as pernicious as his incessant military
challenges. The Virginia planter-turned-general
is viewed by many as unqualified to lead the

Continental Army after the humiliating loss of
Philadelphia, and his detractors in and out of
Congress plot to replace him. The Valley Forge
winter is his—and the revolution’s—last chance
at redemption. And, indeed, after six months in
the camp, Washington fulfills his destiny,
leading the Continental Army to a stunning
victory in the Battle of Monmouth Court House.
The momentum is never again with the
Redcoats.
Valley Forge is the riveting true story of a
nascent United States toppling an empire.
Using new and rarely seen contemporaneous
documents—and drawing on a cast of iconic
characters and remarkable moments that
capture the innovation and energy that led to
the birth of our nation—Drury and Clavin
provide the definitive account of this seminal
and previously undervalued moment in the
battle for American independence.

***************************
And for those who want a lighter read

•
•
•
•

Print Length: 320 pages
Publisher: St. Martin's Press (February 19, 2019)
Publication Date: February 19, 2019
•

A novel about heiress Mary Philipse's
relationship with George Washington,
based on historical accounts, letters, and
personal journals by nine-time New York
Emmy Award-winning journalist Mary Calvi.

•

“Love is said to be an involuntary passion, and
it is, therefore, contended that it cannot be
resisted.” —George Washington

•

Did unrequited love spark a flame that ignited
a cause that became the American
Revolution? Never before has this story about
George Washington been told. Crafted from
hundreds of letters, witness accounts, and
journal entries, Dear George, Dear
Mary explores George’s relationship with his
first love, New York heiress Mary Philipse, the
richest belle in Colonial America.

•

From elegant eighteenth-century society to
bloody battlefields, the novel creates
breathtaking scenes and riveting characters.
Dramatic portraits of the two main characters
unveil a Washington on the precipice of
greatness, using the very words he spoke and
wrote, and his ravishing love, whose outward
beauty and refinement disguise a complex
inner struggle.

•

Dear George, Dear Mary reveals why George
Washington had such bitter resentment toward
the Brits, established nearly two decades
before the American Revolution, and it unveils
details of a deception long hidden from the
world that led Mary Philipse to be named a
traitor, condemned to death and left with
nothing. While that may sound like the end,
ultimately both Mary and George achieve what
they always wanted.

Events in the War of the
American Revolution
1765
22 March: Parliament passed the Stamp Act to be
effective 1 November 1765, placing tax on printed
matter and legal documents with the objective of
raising part of the costs of maintaining British troops
in the American colonies.
1766
18 March: The Stamp Act was repealed, but on the
same day Parliament passed the Declaratory Act,
asserting its authority to make laws binding on the
American colonies “in all cases whatsoever.”
1770
5 March: The Boston “Massacre” climaxed rioting
in front of customs house, with British guards firing
into a mob killing five and wounding six others.
Whatever the provocation, and misrepresentation of
this incident in patriotic propaganda, it was a
significant action in stirring anti-British feelings and
leading toward armed rebellion and independence.
1774
31 March: Parliament passed the Boston Port Bill,
first of the Coercive Acts, ordering the closing of
Boston’s port on 1 June 1774 until tea destroyed in
the “Tea Party” was paid for.
1775
23 March: Virginia Convention resolved that colony
ought immediately to be put into posture of defense,
and Patrick Henry in this connection delivered his
“liberty or death” speech.
1776

2-5 March: Heavy patriot bombardment of Boston
began on 2 March, and on night of 4-5 March
darkness concealed Washington’s occupation of
Dorchester Heights and emplacement there of
cannon from Ticonderoga.

25 March: Dr. Benjamin Franklin, Charles Carrol of
Carrolton, and Samuel Chase left Philadelphia as
envoys of Congress to Canada, to negotiate with
Canadians toward union with the 13 colonies in
rebellion.

3 March: Secret Committee of Correspondence
decided to send “commercial” agent to France to
purchase military supplies, and Congress selected
Silas Deane of Connecticut for this mission.

1777

3-4 March: Patriot sailors and marines attacked New
Providence (now Nassau) in Bahamas, capturing
100 cannon and mortars and a large quantity of other
useful military stores. This action was first in which
American marines participate as an organized unit.

23-24 March: British raiding party sailing up
Hudson River attacked American supply base at
Peekskill, New York. Counter-attack on the
following day drove British off but not before they
destroyed a large quantity of Continental Army
supplies.

7 March: Royal Governor Sir James Wright, who
fled Savannah, Georgia, on 11 February to take
refuge on British warship, returned with naval
reinforcements on 6 March, captured 11 rice laden
merchant ships, and threatened to attack Savannah
from Hutchinson’s Island opposite. Counterattack
drove off British and left patriots in control of
Savannah for next three years.
9-13 March: British sloop Otter sailing up
Chesapeake Bay was attacked and driven away by
Maryland ship Defense and two Maryland militia
companies stationed at Chariton Creek,
Northampton County, Virginia.
17 March: General Howe having abandoned initial
plan to attack new patriot fortifications on
Dorchester Heights and realizing they made British
position in Boston untenable, had decided on 7
March to evacuate Boston and on this date did so,
taking with him 1,000 loyalists, and sailing to
Halifax, Nova Scotia.
23 March: Congress authorized privateering,
resolving “that the inhabitants of these colonies be
permitted to fit out armed vessels, to cruise on the
enemies of the United Colonies”

12 March: Congress having returned from Baltimore
met in Philadelphia

1778
9 March: As measure to dissuade American from
ratifying Franco-American treaty of alliance,
Parliament approved British Prime Minister Lord
North’s proposals for conciliation, including
suspension, as necessary, of all acts passed since
1753 to which Americans objected.
18 March: British and patriot foraging parties
clashed at Quinton’s Bridge, New Jersey, three
miles south of Salem. Patriots, deceived by a clever
trap, lost about 40 men, British only one mortally
wounded.
20 March: King Louis XVI of France formally
received American commissioners Benjamin
Franklin, Silas Deane, and Arthur Lee.
21 March: Loyalist forces made murderous attack on
patriot militia group at Hancock’s Bridge, New
Jersey, killing some loyalists as well as patriots in
the process.
21 March: Final orders issued to General Sir Henry
Clinton, who was to relieve Howe as British
commander in North America, to send a force of
5,000 to the West Indies and 3,000 men to Florida,

and to withdraw the rest of his troops in
Philadelphia to New York.
1779
3 March: Patriot force of 1,500, mostly North
Carolina militia, forced British out of Augusta and
pursued southward on Georgia side of the river
toward Savannah. Counterattacking British force of
900 caught patriots unprepared at Briar Creek,
Georgia, and inflicted crushing defeat, causing
nearly 400 casualties to enemy loss of 16 and
stopping patriot efforts to recover Georgia.
11 March: Congress resolved that military engineers
in service of the United States should be formed into
a Corps of Engineers.
29 March: In view of shortage of white manpower
in South Carolina and Georgia Congress
recommended that they raise a force of 3,000
Negroes to be commanded by white commissioned
and noncommissioned officers, owners of each
Negro to be paid up to $1,000, and each that served
faithfully through the war to be emancipated and
paid $50.
29 March: Congress ordered that regulations
prepared by Inspector General von Steuben be
observed by troops of the United States and that the
Board of War have as many copies as necessary
printed.
1780
14 March: Expedition led by Spanish Louisiana
Governor Bernardo de Galvez captured British Fort
Charlotte at present day Mobile, Alabama, then in
West Florida.
1781
1 March: Articles of Confederation ratified and on
next day Second Continental Congress became “The
United States in Congress Assembled” as governing
body of new nation.

2 March: Skirmish between American detachment
under Henry Lee and advanced guard of British
Army under Tarleton at Clapp’s Mill, North
Carolina.
6 March: In principal action of regular forces during
maneuvering preceding Guilford battle, Tarleton’s
cavalry and 1,000 British infantry attacked “light
corps” of Greene’s army at Wetzell’s Mill, North
Carolina. Weaker patriot force withdrew after
casualties of 50 or so on each side.
15 March: In major engagement at Guilford Court
House (near modern Greensboro), North Carolina,
Cornwallis with about 2,000 regulars defeated
Greene’s army of about 4,500 including 2,800
militia, but British suffered exceptionally heavy
losses that forced quick withdrawal to seacoast.
Patriots lost over 400 killed, wounded, and missing,
British 532 (more than quarter of those engaged) in
killed and wounded alone.
16 March: First “Battle of the Capes” forming
entrance to the Chesapeake Bay fought between
French and British fleets of about equal size. French
had slightly the better of the action, but left British
guarding Bay and thus able to reinforce and supply
their troops in Virginia.
1782
7-8 March: American militia attacked Indian
settlement at Gnadenhuerten, Ohio, killing 100 or
more men, women, and children, many of them in
cold blood, touching off new and vicious wave of
Indian warfare in Ohio-Kentucky area.
1783
10-15 March: Officers of the Continental Army at
its Newburgh, New York, headquarters on 10 and 12
March issued addresses complaining of Congress’s
failure to honor its promises of pensions, and other
grievances. On 15 March Washington quelled this

unrest in masterly response that illustrated his
outstanding leadership.

87. Let thy carriage be such as becomes a man grave
settled and attentive to that, which is spoken.
Contradict not at every turn what others say.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Washington’s Rules of Civility
(continued)
In April 2018 we started to publish
the 110 Rules of Civility that a young
George Washington copied and
committed to memory. We have been
presenting ten rules a month.
The Rules:
81. Be not curious to know the affairs of others
neither approach those that speak in private.
82. Undertake not what you cannot perform but be
careful to keep your promise.
83. When you deliver a matter do it without passion
& with discretion, however mean the person be you
do it too.
84. When your superiors talk to anybody hearken
not neither speak nor laugh.
85. In company of these of higher quality than
yourself speak not 'til you are asked a question then
stand upright put of your hat & answer in few
words.
86. In disputes, be not so desirous to overcome as
not to give liberty to each one to deliver his opinion
and submit to the judgment of the major part
especially if they are judges of the dispute.

88. Be not tedious in discourse, make not many
digressions, nor repeat often the same manner of
discourse. 89. Speak not evil of the absent for it is
unjust.
90. Being set at meat scratch not, neither spit, cough
or blow your nose except when there's a necessity
for it.

(To be continued)
*******************************

Recessional
Until we meet again, let us
remember our obligations to our
forefathers, who gave us our
Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an
independent Supreme Court, and a
nation of free men.

