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From the President 

 
 

Compatriots,  

 
2019 has started out very well for the Clearwater 

Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution. 

We had a great turnout for our January luncheon 

meeting. Those who could not attend missed an 

interesting presentation about Virginia from the 

Colonial period through the Revolutionary War by 

Bernadette Roback, Past Governor of the 

Jamestowne Society. 

 

On behalf of the Clearwater Chapter I want to thank 

the ladies of the Caladesi Chapter DAR for hosting 

our chapter at their January salad luncheon. They 

served a large variety of salads and desserts and 

nobody left hungry. My thanks to the Clearwater 

Chapter members that attended the luncheon and 

supported the Caladesi Chapter DAR. See the article 

about the luncheon below. 

 

This month we celebrate the birthday of George 

Washington, Commander-in-Chief of the 

Continental Army and our first President. He holds a 

special place in our hearts as SAR members. 

Because of his superb leadership during the 

Revolutionary War and the sacrifices of our patriot 

ancestors we are a nation of free men and women. 

Washington’s Birthday celebration is a time to 

reflect and remember his superb contributions to our 

great nation. It is appropriate that we have as our 

guest speaker this month Compatriot Brian S. 

Barrett, a Revolutionary War historian, who will 

help us better understand the actions of our patriot 

ancestors. 

 

Clearwater Chapter is looking forward to 

participating with our DAR partner, Caladesi 

Chapter DAR, at it Genealogical Seminar on 

February 13th from 1 PM to 3PM at the Dunedin 

Public Library. 

  

Lastly, I want to thank our Ladies Auxiliary, 

especially Margaret Harris and Mary Kitchen, for 

the gift baskets that they prepared for the monthly 

meetings raffle. Their continued support of our SAR 

chapter is greatly appreciated. 

 

Yours in patriotism,  

Jim Grayshaw 

 
        

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
January’s Meeting 
 

The Clearwater Chapter of the Florida Society SAR 

held its Regularly Scheduled Meeting on 

Wednesday, January 16, 2019 at the Dunedin Golf 

Club beginning at 12:00 p.m., President Jim 

Grayshaw presided. There were 45 members and 

guests in attendance. 

 

The President called the meeting to order, The 

Invocation was given by Chaplain George Youstra.  

Compatriot Bob Anderson led members in reciting 

the Pledge to the Flag of the United States of 

America, and Compatriot Jim Grayshaw, Chapter 

President, led the Pledge to the Sons of the 

American Revolution. Past President Bob Cundiff 

then led the group in the singing of “America the 

Beautiful”. 

 

President Jim Grayshaw then introduced the Head 

Table, after which he introduced the State President 

Pat Niemann, West Central Regional Vice President 

Dick Young, current officers, Past Chapter 

Presidents, and current Officers, past Patriot Medal 

Winners, Dan Hooper and Parks Honeywell, 

members of the Ladies Auxiliary, and members of 

the DAR. President Grayshaw asked if there were 

any prospective SAR members. Ralph Wilson was 

then recognized and Kurt Spehr came forward and 

said he would like to be a member. Kurt was then 

told to talk to our genealogist Parks Honeywell. 

Visiting SAR member Doug Fitz, from Missouri 

was recognized and also recognized was Compatriot 

Hal Miller’s guest, his daughter, Sharon Vincent. 

 

President Grayshaw recessed the meeting for lunch. 

 

After lunch President Grayshaw introduced 

Compatriot Dick Young, our SAR Regional Vice 

President, who talked about the importance of 

Honor Flights that come into the St. Petersburg 

Regional Airport.   He suggested it is an important 

activity for our chapter to become involved with and 

suggested it would be a good color guard activity. 

He also encouraged the chapter to support the local 

Children of the American Revolution Chapter. 

 

 

 
Regional Vice President Dick Young 

 

 
Regional Vice President Dick Young 

 

President Grayshaw then asked First Vice President 

Bob Anderson to introduce our speaker, Bernadette 

“Bernie” Roback, Bob in introducing Bernie, said 

she was born in Rhode Island, has 1 daughter and 4 

grandchildren.  She retired in 2002 from FM Global 

Insurance Company, a worldwide commercial and 

industrial property insurer, as Assistant Treasurer.  



 
1st Vice President Bob Anderson 

 

She has been doing genealogy since the mid 90’s 

however joining her first society, DAR, in 2008.  

She now belongs to 30 plus societies not using the 

same ancestor twice if possible. 

   

An avid book collector with over 350 hard and soft 

cover books, which consist of vital records, town 

histories, court records etc.  The collection is made 

up of mainly of New England states.  In addition, 

close to 3,000 books downloaded for New England 

and various other states.  In addition to being on the 

FSSDAR state speaker staff, she also represents the 

Associated Daughters of Early American Witches.  

She is currently the registrar in her DAR chapter and 

holds positions in other societies as well as past 

national positions  

 
Bernadette Roback 

Bernie told us that the Jamestown Colony was 

started by the Virginia Company, a group of English 

investors hoping for a profit in the new world, She 

stated that part of the problem with the original 

colony was most of the men (no women) who came 

over were upper class British, who did not 

understand or know how to work in a harsh 

environment.  That in 1609 of the 300 who came 

over after one winter only 60 survived.  

Subsequently, in 1623 Virginial Company filed for 

bankruptcy , which did not finalize until 1633. 

 

 
 Bernadette Roback 

 

Bernie also told us the first witch trial were held in 

Virginia from 1623-1626 against a woman for 

causing a violent storm.  Witch trials did not become 

as prevalent in Virginia  due to the colony was run 

by a practical upper class, which had laws that 

required if you did not prove the allegations 

concerning a person being a witch that you could 

become liable and be required to pay a fine.  Though 

first trial held in Virginia, they moved north and 

when they got to New England the Governor was 

not interested in day to day matters and let the 

clergy basically do what they felt was right in 

allowing the witch trials to move forward. 

 



 
 

It was quite common leading up to the revolution 

that people had what were or amounted to slaves in 

both the North and South, but the South was more 

dependent on slaves due to the nature of their 

economy.  The British on the other hand were 

unable to conscript soldiers to replace those that 

were killed or died in the colonies, but they could 

recruit and one way was to offer freedom to those 

that joined their army.  General Clinton in the North 

started offering freedom to slaves and this caused 

tension in the South which may have led to more 

joining the ranks of the patriots, rather than 

becoming or remaining Tories. 
 

She ended by inviting everyone to get involved and 

attend the upcoming Genealogical Seminar at the 

Dunedin Library on February 13, 2019.  

 

 
Bob Anderson, Bernadette Roback, and Jim Grayshaw 

 

President Jim Grayshaw then said three members had 

been unable to attend the December meeting, he asked 

treasure Russell Pebworth to come forward he was 

presented with a Certificate of Appreciation 

__________, 

 
Russell Pebworth and Jim Grayshaw 

 

he then asked Governor and Past President Dan Hooper 

to come forward, Dan and was presented with a 

Certificate of Appreciation and a Certificate of 

Meritorious Service.

 
Dan Hooper, Robert Anderson and Jim Grayshaw 

 

and then Secretary Larry Patterson came forward and 

was present with the Roger Sherman Medal and 

certificate. 

 



 
Larry Patterson, Robert Anderson, and Jim Grayshaw 

 

Compatriot Bob Anderson was asked to discuss 

expanding the Color Guard, Bob said that anyone with a 

Tricorn hat could participate with the color guard.  Bob 

said he wanted to see how many would be interested in 

purchasing a tricorn hat, and that he was available to 

place orders for all who are interest. 

 

Compatriot Bob Cundiff spoke about the Veterans 

Memorial in downtown Clearwater, and the opportunity 

to place a plaque on the wall for your Veteran.  He said 

he also would like to place a larger plaque for Clearwater 

SAR, the cost will be $600 of which he would pay half. 

He stated that he had already received donations from 

members and only needed about $135 to complete the 

purchase.  If anyone was interested in contributing, he 

would be up front after the meeting. 

 

The 50/50 drawing was won by vi\siting Compatriot 

Doug Fitz, a secondary drawing for a basket donated 

by the Ladies Auxiliary was won by Compatriot 

George Youstra, and a third drawing for a free 

dinner at Dunedin Country Club, won by 

Compatriot Bob Cundiff. 

 

Announcements: 

 
• January 21, DAR Salad Luncheon, 12 Noon, First 

United Methodist Church, Dunedin, Florida 

• February 11 BOG meeting 10 a.m. Countryside Public 

Library  

• February 13 - DAR Genealogical Seminar, 1PM -

3PM, Dunedin Library (SAR is participating with  a 

table and its Color Guard) 

• February 20 – Chapter meeting 12 NOON Dunedin 

Golf Club 

 

Following the Benediction by Chaplain George 

Youstra and the reciting of the SAR Recessional led 

by President Grayshaw, the meeting was adjourned. 

  

Submitted by  

 

 
Larry Patterson, Secretary  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Please bring calendars, magazines, 

and books (for both men and 

women), to the next meeting. Lew 

Harris will take them to the Bay 

Pines Hospital for our Veterans. 

********************************* 

 

 

 

 



Photos from January’s Meeting 

Taken by John Sagert 
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Announcements: 
 

2019 Meeting Schedule  
Clearwater Chapter, SAR  

  
Board of Governors (C) 
Membership Meeting  (M) 
 

11 February (C)   
20 February  (M) 
18 March  (C)   
20 March (M) 
15 April  (C)   
17 April  (M)      
13 May  (C)   
15 May   (M)     
  
     

(M) Membership Luncheon Meetings at 

11:30 a.m. Dunedin Country Club, Palm 

Blvd, Dunedin  

(meetings are on the third Wednesday of 

the month or as noted above),  

  

Board of Governors meetings at 10:00 a.m. 

  

Countryside Library (C) 

2642 Sabal Springs Drive 

Clearwater, FL 

  

(meetings are on the Monday before the 

Luncheon meeting or as noted above) 

 

 

 

 

Links & Resources: 
 

Our Chapter website: 

http://clearwatersar.org/ 

Our Chapter Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/SARCl

earwater/ 

 

SAR National website : 

https://www.sar.org/ 

 

SAR Florida website: 

http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/

Tabs.asp 
 

************************************** 
 
 

 

 

http://clearwatersar.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.sar.org/
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp


 

From Robert Anderson, 1st 

Vice President 

 
 
Every year it gets more difficult to find 

Compatriots who will stand up and take a 

leadership role in the Clearwater Chapter.  It 

takes leadership to just have a luncheon, let 

alone have a speaker each month, make 

contacts in the community and give out 

awards.  It isn’t magic.  I know many have 

served in the past but there are new members 

who haven’t stepped forward to do their part.  

Now is the time to do so. 

To tackle this problem the Clearwater 

Chapter will present an orientation meeting 

for new members of the Sons of the 

American Revolution, on April 3, 2019, 

from 10:00 to 1:00, in the community room. 

at the Dunedin Library on Douglas Ave 

Dunedin. 

We will introduce the chapter officers and 

committee chairmen and they will give a 

brief explanation of the position and their 

roles and invite new members to participate 

in a committee of their choice. 

Refreshments will be served. 

Please contact me for more information 

Robert Anderson, 

randerson2441@gmail.com, 727-726-9590 

*********************************** 
CLEARWATER CHAPTER SONS OF THE 

AMERICAN REVOLUTION IS IN NEED OF: 

 

 
TO SERVE IN OUR COLOR GUARD. 

Although we admire our present Color 

Guard who dress in period uniform, we 

welcome members who wish to participate 

wearing a class B uniform.  The requirement 

are as follows: 

A Tricorn hat (Black trim) 

SAR striped tie 

Blue blazer 

The color guard presents the colors at 

parades, SAR and patriotic organization 

meetings. 

The Tricornered hat may be purchased by a 

member from one of several vendors at a 

cost of less than $100 

If you wish to be a member of the COLOR 

GUARD, please contact me. 

Robert Anderson, 

randerson2441@gmail.com, or 727-726-

9590  

mailto:randerson2441@gmail.com
mailto:randerson2441@gmail.com


DAR 

On January 21, 2019 12 members of the 
Clearwater Chapter attended a salad 
luncheon meeting of the Caladesi 
Chapter of the DAR. At that meeting State 
President Pat Niemann presented 
Certificates of Appreciation for Military 
Service to three members of the Caladesi 
Chapter- Jane Turner, Ann Zebert, and 
Beverly LaRocque. 

  

 

,  

 

 Beverly LaRocque and Pat Niemann 

 

Pat Niemann and Jane Turner 

 

Ann Zebert and Pat Niemann 

 



The women of Caladesi Chapter 
presented a play telling the story of 
women’s suffrage from the Revolution 
forward to 1920. This play was to 
commemorate the passage of the 19th 
Amendment which gave women the right 
to vote. Chapter President Jim Grayshaw 
played John Adams, and State President 
Pat Niemann played Harry Burn, the 
Tennessee legislator who cast the 
deciding vote which resulted in the 
passage of the 19th Amendment. The red 
rose on his lapel signifies the fact that 
Burn intended to vote “no” for passage 
but changed his vote to “aye” because of 
the entreaties of his mother.  

The Clearwater Chapter plans to 
participate at the public Genealogical 
Seminary to be held at the Dunedin 
Library on February 13th which will be 
sponsored by the Caladesi Chapter of the 
DAR. We will man a table offering 
information about joining the SAR, and 
our Color Guard will participate in the 
public program.  See the flyer below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pat Niemann and Sandy Tupper 

 

L to r Charlene Dzierzawski, Jill Neumeier, and 
Anne Watkins 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

  

                                  

 

 

                   February Birthdays 

 
  

David Leonard February 1  
Larry Hosmer February 2  
Chuck Kerr February 2  
Kenneth W. Helm February 3  
John Garrity February 7  
Charles Allen February 7  
Robert S. Cundiff February 8  
Ronald L. Steiger February 12  
Jonathan Vincent February 14  
Garrett Cropsey February 21  
Danny R. Hooper February 21  
Anthony Bernardi February 21  
Russell Pebworth February 26  
    

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

    

  

   



 

   

   

   

   

 

Reminder about Life Membership 

The Board of Governors voted at its meeting 

on January 8, 2018 to set Life Membership at 

the following rates: 

 

Age 65 and older                      $600 

Age 60 to 65   $700 

Age 55 to 60   $800 

Age 50 to 55   $900 

Age under 50   $1000 

 

If the dues exceed $65 per year at some 

future date the Board of Governors has the 

option of billing Life Members for the 

excess. 

We encourage the membership to consider 

becoming a Life Member. 

 

Our current list of Life Members 
 

  
Robert L. Cundiff 

Darrell W. Fisher 

Patrick S. Fisher 

James L. Gibson, Jr. 

J. Robert Gray 

James R. Grayshaw 

Robert L. Grover 

Kenneth W. Helm 

Patrick Jay Niemann 

Russell Pebworth 

Scott A. Spaulding 

Carleton L. Weidemeyer 

Joseph K. Wilcoxen 

Harold J. Ziegler   

  

  

  
 



 

Our next meeting  
 

           Luncheon Meeting 
Wednesday, February 20, 2019 

Where: Dunedin Golf Club, 1050 Palm Blvd, Dunedin, FL 34698 

Time: 11:30 A.M. 

Menu: Chicken a la King, tomato basil soup, seasonal vegetable, chocolate cake; 

Accompaniments: Rolls and Butter/ Iced Tea/coffee- Regular and Decaf/ hot tea 

Note: If you have any dietary restrictions or questions be sure to mention them 

when you make your reservation 

Cost: $20.00

Program:   Brian Barrett Author 

Wooster's Invisible Enemies  

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RSVP by February 17 by calling 

Lewis Harris at 727-784-4297 or 

email at Lharris4@tampabay.rr.com 
 

 

 

mailto:Lharris4@tampabay.rr.com


New Books about the 

American Revolution 

 

 
• Paperback: 184 pages 

• Publisher: McFarland (October 18, 2017) 

 

"There is a time to preach and a time to 
fight. And now is the time to fight." With 
those words, the Rev. John Muhlenberg 
stepped from his pulpit, removed his 
clerical robe--revealing the uniform of a 
Colonial officer--and marched off to war. 
Many of the ministers who became 
chaplains in the Continental Army during 

the Revolutionary War carried muskets 
while ministering to the spiritual needs of 
the troops. Their eyewitness accounts 
describe the battles of Lexington and 
Concord, life on a prison ship, the 
burning of New York City, the Battle of 
Rhode Island, the execution of Major 
Andre, and many other events. 
 

 
• Hardcover: 608 pages 

• Publisher: Crown; 1st Edition (September 4, 2018) 

 

The monumental life of Benjamin 
Rush, medical pioneer and one of our 
most provocative and unsung 
Founding Fathers 



  
In the summer of 1776, fifty-six men put 
their quills to a dangerous document 
they called the Declaration of 
Independence. Among them was a 
thirty-year-old doctor named Benjamin 
Rush. One of the youngest signatories, 
he was also, among stiff competition, 
one of the most visionary.  
  
From improbable beginnings as the son 
of a Philadelphia blacksmith, Rush grew 
into an internationally renowned writer, 
reformer, and medical pioneer who 
touched virtually every page in the story 
of the nation’s founding. He was 
Franklin’s protégé, the editor of Common 
Sense, and Washington’s surgeon 
general. He was a fierce progressive 
agitator—a vocal opponent of slavery 
and prejudice by race, religion or 
gender, a champion of public 
education—even as his convictions 
threatened his name and career, time 
and again. He was a confidante, and 
often the physician, of America’s first 
leaders; he brokered the twilight peace 
between John Adams and Thomas 
Jefferson. As a doctor, he became “the 
American Hippocrates,” whose brilliant, 
humane insights and institutional 
reforms revolutionized the understanding 
and treatment of mental illness in ways 
that still reverberate.  
  
Like the greatest Revolutionary minds, 
Dr. Benjamin Rush recognized that 1776 
was only the beginning of the American 
experiment. Rush brings new drama to 
his singular life and towering legacy, 

finally installing him in the pantheon of 
our wisest and boldest Founding 
Fathers. 

 

 
 

• Hardcover: 336 pages 

• Publisher: Crown; 1st Edition (August 14, 2018) 

 

A rich and illuminating biography of 
America’s forgotten Founding Father, the 
patriot physician and major general who 
fomented rebellion and died heroically at 
the battle of Bunker Hill on the brink of 
revolution 
 
Little has been known of one of the most 
important figures in early American history, Dr. 
Joseph Warren, an architect of the colonial 



rebellion, and a man who might have led the 
country as Washington or Jefferson did had he 
not been martyred at Bunker Hill in 1775. 
Warren was involved in almost every major 
insurrectionary act in the Boston area for a 
decade, from the Stamp Act protests to the 
Boston Massacre to the Boston Tea Party, and 
his incendiary writings included the famous 
Suffolk Resolves, which helped unite the 
colonies against Britain and inspired the 
Declaration of Independence. Yet after his 
death, his life and legend faded, leaving his 
contemporaries to rise to fame in his place and 
obscuring his essential role in bringing America 
to independence. 
 
Christian Di Spigna’s definitive new biography 
of Warren is a loving work of historical 
excavation, the product of two decades of 
research and scores of newly unearthed 
primary-source documents that have given us 
this forgotten Founding Father anew. Following 
Warren from his farming childhood and years at 
Harvard through his professional success and 
political radicalization to his role in sparking the 
rebellion, Di Spigna’s thoughtful, judicious 
retelling not only restores Warren to his rightful 
place in the pantheon of Revolutionary greats, it 
deepens our understanding of the nation’s 
dramatic beginnings. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

*************************** 
  

 

Future Speakers 
 

 

March 20, 2019 

Michael J. Deeb 

Author: Duty and Honor 

Website: www.civilwarnovels.com   

Facebook: http://www.facebook.c

om/people/Michael-J-

Deeb/1168646976                 

 

April 17, 2019 

To Be Announced 

 

May 15, 2019 

George Youstra, Jr. 

Chaplin, US Air Force  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.civilwarnovels.com/
http://www.facebook.com/people/Michael-J-Deeb/1168646976
http://www.facebook.com/people/Michael-J-Deeb/1168646976
http://www.facebook.com/people/Michael-J-Deeb/1168646976


Events in the War of the 

American Revolution 

 
1763 

10 February: Treaty of Paris, ending 

the Seven Years’ War was signed in 

which France ceded mainland North 

American possessions east of the 

Mississippi River, and Spain ceded 

Florida, to Great Britain. France and 

Spain, smarting in defeat, were to find 

their opportunity for revenge in the 

American Revolution. Coincidentally 

with the signing of the treaty, the 

British Government proposed to 

maintain 15 regiments in America and 

to collect at least part of the cost of 

maintaining them from the colonies, 

thus laying the basis for the agitation 

and debate over the constitutional 

issues that was to eventually lead the 

13 costal colonies from New England 

to Georgia to armed rebellion. 

 

1775 

26 February: British troops went by sea 

via Marblehead to destroy ordnance 

gathered by patriots at Salem, 

Massachusetts. Tense confrontation 

developed with Salem militia, and first, 

though slight, bloodshed occurred 

between British troops and militia- 

prelude to Lexington and Concord. 

 

1776 

 

27 February: Congress resolved to 

establish separate Middle and Southern 

Departments of Continental Army, 

former including New York through 

Maryland and latter Virginia, the 

Carolinas, and Georgia. 

 

27 February: Loyalists force of 1,400 

including 1,000 Scotch Highlanders, 

advancing toward Wilmington in hope 

of joining up with British Army force 

under Clinton was ambushed at 

Moore’s Creek Bridge, North Carolina, 

about 15 miles north of Wilmington, 

and then caught between patriot forces 

in front and rear. In the fight at the 

bridge, loyalists lost 50-70, patriots 2; 

but afterward more than 850 loyalists 

were taken prisoner.  

 

1777 

7-9 February: After patriots seized 

Georgia, many loyalists fled to St. 

Augustine in British East Florida. 

Expedition including Continental 

troops under General Robert Howe 

mounted against them in August 1776 

failed, and remnant of patriots were 

overwhelmed on these dates at Fort 



McIntosh in present Camden County, 

Georgia, bordering Florida. 

 

1778 

 

6 February: Representatives of France 

and the United States signed treaties of 

alliance and of amity and commerce. 

 

14 February: Stars and Stripes was first 

seen and saluted in European waters at 

Quiberon, France. 

 

23 February: Friedrich Wilhelm von 

Steuben arrived at Valley Forge where 

he instituted a training program that 

transformed Washington’s army into a 

much more effective fighting force. 

 

26 February: Congress requested states 

to institute drafts from their militia for 

nine months Continental service in 

order to fill their respective regiments. 

First national draft in American 

history. 

 

1779 

 

3 February: British force of 200 was 

defeated by patriot body of 300 under 

General William Moultrie at Beaufort 

on Port Royal Island, South Carolina. 

Americans lost 30 in killed and 

wounded, British many more but the 

number is unknown. 

14 February: Group of 700 Carolina 

loyalists marching to join British and 

loyalists victors in Georgia, after 

crossing into Georgia was attacked and 

defeated at Kettle Creek by 350 

patriots under Col. Andrew Pickens. 

Patriots lost 32 in killed and wounded, 

loyalists 110, and loyalist movement in 

Carolinas suffered serious setback. 

 

18 February: Congress established 

Department of Inspector General, to be 

commanded by a major general. 

Steuben served as first head of this 

department. 

 

24 February: George Rogers Clark led 

expedition overland from Kaskaskia, 

Illinois, and captured Vincennes, 

Indiana, and its British garrison of 80. 

 

25 February: Congress authorized 

enlistments of corps of five companies 

of rangers to protect frontier 

settlements of Pennsylvania. 

 

26 February: Royal Governor William 

Tyron of New York led raid from 

Kings Bridge, New York, eastward, 



and his 600 troops easily overwhelmed 

General Israel Putnam and 150 

militiamen at Horseneck Landing 

(West Greenwich), Connecticut, which 

they then plundered with slight loss. 

 

1780 

 

3 February: British force of 500 from 

Manhattan attacked patriot body of 450 

at Young’s House (Mt. Pleasant), New 

York, and after sharp action forced 

patriots to retreat. Latter lost 51 killed 

and wounded, 74 captured; British 23 

killed and wounded. 

 

10-11 February: After a detour to 

Savannah for repairs and 

reorganization, Sir Henry Clinton’s 

southern expedition landed on 

Simmons Island and began slow but 

steady movement toward Charleston, 

South Carolina. 

 

25 February: Congress, because of lack 

of financial resources, resolved to call 

upon states for specific supplies to 

support the Army and established 

quotas for each state for the coming 

campaign. 

 

26 February: Russia issued 

proclamation of Armed Neutrality 

containing principles for protection of 

natural commerce in wartime, which 

helped to align European continental 

nations against Great Britain and led to 

involvement of the Netherlands as a 

combatant. 

 

1781 

 

1 February: Pursuing Morgan after 

Cowpens, Cornwallis’ army of 3,000 

first moved to Ramsour’s Mills, then 

eastward to cross Catawba River 

northwest of Charlotte, North Carolina. 

With some loss main British body 

forced crossing at Cowen’s Ford, then 

Tarleton pursuing militia defenders 

finished dispersing them at Tarrant’s 

tavern (near modern Mooresville), 

North Carolina. 

 

1 February: British under Maj. James 

Craig occupied Wilmington, North 

Carolina. 

 

3 February: In West Indies, British 

captured Dutch island of St Eustatius, 

which had been prime way station for 

contraband trade between Europe and 

American patriots since early in the 

war. Though French recaptured the 



island on 25 November 1781, it never 

regained its earlier prominence. 

 

7 February: Congress replaced Board 

of War with Department of war under a 

single Secretary of war, but appointed 

no one immediately to fill the position. 

 

12 February: Spanish expedition from 

St. Louis captured British post at Fort 

St. Joseph, Michigan, although holding 

it only for one day before withdrawing. 

 

14 February: Greene, having joined 

Morgan, escaped from Cornwallis’ 

pursing army into Virginia across 

lower Dan River crossings, leaving 

British temporarily in possession of 

Carolinas but far out of touch with 

their supply bases. 

 

20 February: Robert Morris appointed 

Superintendent of Finance by 

Congress. In this position he became 

de facto principal supply officer of the 

Army and by various means managed 

to provide sinews for the Yorktown 

campaign. 

 

25 February: Re-crossing Dan into 

North Carolina, Lt. Col. Henry Lee’s 

Continental Legion and local militia 

caught 400 loyalists militia in trap at 

Haw River, North Carolina, killing 100 

or more of them and dispersing the 

rest, thereby thoroughly discouraging 

loyalist support of Cornwallis. 

 

1782 

 

27 February: British House of 

Commons, after receiving news of 

surrender at Yorktown, urged King 

George III to end war with America. 

 

1783 

 

4 February: Great Britain proclaimed 

cessation of hostilities with United 

States. 

 

15 February: Portugal recognized 

American independence. 

 

 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

Washington’s Rules of Civility 

(continued) 

 
In April we started to publish the 110 

Rules of Civility that a young George 

Washington copied and committed to 



memory. We have been presenting ten 

rules a month. 

 

The Rules: 

 
71. Gaze not on the marks or blemishes of 

others and ask not how they came. What you 

may speak in secret to your friend deliver not 

before others.  

 

72. Speak not in an unknown tongue in 

company but in your own language and that 

as those of quality do and not as the vulgar; 

sublime matters treat seriously.  

 

73. Think before you speak pronounce not 

imperfectly nor bring out your words too 

hastily but orderly & distinctly. 

 

 74. When another speaks be attentive 

yourself and disturb not the audience if any 

hesitate in his words help him not nor 

prompt him without desired, interrupt him 

not, nor answer him till his speech be ended.  

 

75. In the midst of discourse ask not of what 

one treateth but if you perceive any stop 

because of your coming you may well 

entreat him gently to proceed: if a person of 

quality comes in while your conversing it's 

handsome to repeat what was said before.  

 

76. While you are talking, point not with 

your finger at him of whom you neither 

discourse nor approach too near him to 

whom you talk especially to his face.  

 

77. Treat with men at fit times about 

business & whisper not in the company of 

others.  

 

78. Make no comparisons and if any of the 

company be commended for any brave act of 

virtue, commend not another for the same.  
 

79. Be not apt to relate news if you know not 

the truth thereof. In discoursing of things 

you have heard name not your author always 

a secret discover not. 80. Be not tedious in 

discourse or in reading unless you find the 

company pleased therewith. 
 

 

(To be continued)  

******************************* 

Recessional  
 
Until we meet again, let us 
remember our obligations to our 
forefathers, who gave us our 
Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an 
independent Supreme Court, and a 
nation of free men. 

 

The Sons of the American Revolution is a historical, 
educational and patriotic non-profit, United States 501 (c) 
3 corporation that seeks to maintain and extend (1) the 
institution of American freedom, (2) an appreciation for 
true patriotism, (3) a respect for our national symbols, 
(4) the value of American citizenship, and (5) the unifying 
force of e pluribus unam that has created, from the 
people of many nations, one nation, and one people. 
We do this by perpetuating the stories of patriotism, 
courage, sacrifice, tragedy, and triumph of the men who 



achieved the independence of the American people in the 
belief that these stories are universal ones of man’s 
eternal struggle against tyranny, relevant to all time, and 
will inspire and strengthen each succeeding generation 
as it too is called upon to defend our freedom on the 
battlefield and in our public institutions.  
 

 

    

   

   

   

 
 

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
   


