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From the President

enjoyable experience. I am indebted to you
for the trust and support that you gave me as
your chapter president.
One of the accomplishments this year was
the new Clearwater Chapter website that was
put in place last July. If you have not visited
our website, I encourage you to do so at
clearwatersar.org. Also visit and like our
Sons of the American Revolution –
Clearwater Chapter page on Facebook.
My best wishes to you and your loved ones
for a very Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year.
Yours in patriotism,

Compatriots,
We had a great turnout for the Chapter
Veterans Day and Awards luncheon – our
largest crowd of the year. Elsewhere in this
newsletter are the details and pictures of the
SAR Law Enforcement and Fire
Commendation award winners.
My one-year term as the chapter president
ends this month and at the December 19th
luncheon, I will hand over the reins to Jim
Grayshaw. Jim will be an outstanding
president and I ask that you all give him your
support. As the FLSSAR President I look
forward to working with Jim and the new
staff.
I want to thank all of the members and
officers who have made the past year a truly

Pat
COL Patrick J. Niemann, U.S. Army (ret.)
President FLSSAR and Clearwater Chapter

November’s Meeting
The Clearwater Chapter of the Florida
Society SAR held its Regularly Scheduled
Meeting on Wednesday, November 14, 2018
at the Dunedin Golf Club beginning at 12:00
p.m., President Pat Niemann presided. There
were 46 members and guests in attendance.
The President called the meeting to order,
The Invocation was given by Chaplain
George Youstra. Compatriot Bob Anderson
led members in reciting the Pledge to the
Flag of the United States of America and
Compatriot Pat Niemann led the Pledge to
the Sons of the American Revolution. Past
President Bob Cundiff then led the group in
the singing of “God Bless America”.
President Pat Niemann then introduced the
Head Table, after which he introduced Past
Chapter Presidents, and current Officers,
past Patriot Medal Winners Dan Hooper and
Parks Honeywell, members of the Ladies
Auxiliary, and members of the DAR.
President Niemann asked for members who
were in World War II to stand and Hal
Miller was present; then Korean War,
Vietnam War and then all military conflicts
after Vietnam. President Niemann asked if
there were any prospective SAR members
and then introduces Arthur Martin and Scott
Welch, who Registrar Parks Honeywell,
advised their applications had been
forwarded to National.
As a side note President Pat said that
statistics had shown the 70% of today’s
young people would not qualify for the

military due education, weight and other
non-qualifying factors. Of the remaining
30%, 10% could not pass the military
qualification test.
After introducing the woman’s auxiliary
members, auxiliary member Margaret Harris
announced that dues for next year are due
and that the amount of the dues is set forth in
our chapter directory.
President Niemann recessed the meeting for
lunch.
President Niemann then asked First Vice
President Jim Grayshaw to introduce our
nominee for Public Service Award and
Medal, Trooper Carissa Fields.
Jim then introduced Trooper Fields and
pointed to program insert which said she was
born and raised in Palm Harbor Florida, has
two daughters Ashley and Kayla and is
married to Robert Friesen, who is a Corporal
with the Florida Highway Patrol. She
graduated from Tarpon Spring’s High
School in 1989, attended Pinellas County
Fire Academy at Hillsborough Community
College, Fire Science and Technology
Program and the Emergency Medical
Services Program from Hillsborough
Community College.

presented Trooper Carissa Field the SAR
2018 Public Service Award and Medal after
which Trooper Fields thanked the chapter for
honoring her.

Trooper Carissa Fields and her husband Cpl Robert
Friesen

She also attended school for American
Registry of Medical Assistants, worked for
Morton Plant as Head Medical Assistant,
worked for Sunstar as an EMT on an
ambulance and worked at Palm Harbor Fire
Department as a Firefighter/ EMT. She
began her Career with FHP in June of 2001
and was assigned to Troop C in Pasco
County and then transferred to Hernando
County as a Trooper. While in Pasco County
she was on the Gang Taskforce with several
agencies and participated with the Pasco
County Fire Department doing Prom
Promise presentations at local high schools
in the county for several years. She has
served as a State Trooper for 17 years and is
a certified instructor with Florida Highway
Patrol having attended Gang Task Force
Training, Commercial Motor Vehicle Drug
Interdiction Training, Sex Crimes
Investigation, Interview and Interrogations,
Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs, Crisis
Intervention Training Program and Dignitary
Protection Training. President Pat Niemann
assisted by Vice President Jim Grayshaw

Jim Grayshaw, Cpl Robert Friesen, Trooper Carissa
Fields, and Pat Niemann

Jim Grayshaw then asked Seminole Fire
Chief Heather Burford to come up and
introduce her nominee for the Fire Safety
Award, Brad Dykens. Chief Burford said she
had worked with Brad for several years in
his role as Life Safety and Community
Preparedness Officer.

Seminole Fire Chief Heather Burford

That Brad was almost totally independent
and has been out in the community providing
leadership in Seminole’s CERT Program
(Community Emergency Response Team),
he has trained in excess of 150 citizens in
emergency response training them to be able
to assist the uniform personnel of Seminole
Fire Rescue during emergencies and time of
disaster. He also has been involved with the
training of over 8000 Seminole residents in
CPR fire and burn prevention, fall
prevention, water safety, poison prevention
as well as AED and First Aid Skills and is
charge of and has helped install smoke
detectors throughout Seminole, which Chief
Burford believes has saved many lives. Our
program insert also shows that Brad, in
addition to his service in Seminole, was a
career Firefighter, Officer, Paramedic and
EMT with 36 years’ experience with Pinellas
County Fire Services, where he had
extensive background in Fire Service
Operations, Emergency Medical Services
leadership. Emergency Management, Law
Enforcement Education, Life Safety
Education and Community Preparedness.
Brad has been married for 37 years and has
two children one, daughter Dana is a Fire
Fighter Medic, and the other Brad is a career
Coast Guard Officer. President Pat, assisted
by First Vice President Jim Grayshaw, then
presented Brad Dykens with the 2018 Fire
Safety Medal and Certificate.

Jim Grayshaw, Fire Chief Heather Burford, Brad Dykens
and Pat Niemann

President Pat then gave Fire Chief Heather
Burford a Certificate of Appreciation. Brad
Dykens then spoke and said how honored he
was to receive the Fire Safety Medal and
thanked SAR for presenting and honoring
him.

Jim Grayshaw, Fire Chief Heather Burford, Pat Niemann
and Brad Dykens

President Pat Niemann then asked
Parks Honeywell to come up. Parks
was honored with his 14th Oak Leaf Cluster
to the Sons of the American Revolution

Liberty Medal, each cluster recognizing him
for his sponsorship of 10 new members in
the SAR. The Liberty Medal, depicting a
bust of the Statue of Liberty struck in bronze
and suspended from a gold ribbon,
commemorates the restoration of the Statue
of Liberty.

Jim Gibson, as chairman of the
Veterans Committee, asked Robert
Brotherton to come up and presented him
with a war service certificate for his service
in the USAF during the Vietnam War.

Parks Honeywell and Pat Niemann

President Pat Niemann then asked past
president and Governor Jim Gibson to come
forward. Jim was presented with a
certificate from National SAR recognizing
his support for service to state Veterans and
the ROTC programs.

Robert Brotherton and Jim Gibson

Pat Niemann, then brought up the last
business of the day being the election of
Officers and Governors for 2019. Pat
presented the slate of nominees attached as
an insert in the program, noting that there
was one change, that being that our historian
John Sagert could no longer serve as he was
moving to Tennessee. Pat asked if there
were any nominations from the floor, none
being offered he called for the vote. The
Slate was unanimously approved.
Elected Clearwater Chapter Officer Slate
for 2019

Jim Gibson and Pat Niemann

President

James Grayshaw

1st VP

Robert Anderson

2nd VP

Robert Brotherton

Secretary

Larry Patterson

Treasurer

Russell Pebworth

Registrar/
Historian

Parks Honeywell

Chaplin

George Youstra

Past President

Patrick Niemann

Governor

Robert S. Cundiff
George Pratt
James Phillips
Dan Hooper

Color Guard
Commander

James Gibson

Historian/
Publicist

open

Please bring calendars, magazines,
and books (for both men and
women), to the next meeting. Lew
Harris will take them to the Bay
Pines Hospital for our Veterans.
*********************************
Photos from November’s Meeting
Taken by John Sagert

The 50/50 drawing was won by Bud
Hildreth, a secondary drawing for a basket
donated by the Ladies Auxiliary was won by
Compatriot Russell Pebworth and a third
drawing for a free dinner at Dunedin
Country Club, won by Dave Kitchens.
Following the Benediction by Chaplain
George Youstra and the reciting of the SAR
Recessional led by President Niemann, the
meeting was adjourned.

Submitted by Larry Patterson, Secretary

David and Mary Kitchen

George Pratt

Lew Harris

Robert Anderson

Margaret and Lew Harris

George Youstra

Nate Adams

Hal Miller

Cary Martin

Arthur Martin

Vern and Dottie Freeman

Woody Wiedemyer

Susan Grayshaw

Cole Kujumdziev

Charles Weatherbee

Bud Hildreth

Jim Phillips

Parks Honeywell

Robert Brotherton

Trooper Clarissa Fields

Cpl Robert Friesen

Jonathan Vincent

Scott Welch

Cpl Robert Friesan and Trooper Clarissa
Fields

Dr. David Leonardi

Chuck Kerr

Russell Pebworth

Dan Hooper

Mr. & Mrs Brad Dykens

Don Leamy

Announcements:
• Chapter BOG Meeting December 17,
2018, 10 a.m. Countryside Library
• Chapter Meeting December 19, 2018
– Installation of Officers
**************************
Chuck Robbins

Mr. Grayshaw,

Mr. Grayshaw,

Please share this with your membership.

Again, Brad and I would like to thank you
for the recognition today and tell you
how much we appreciated your group’s
hospitality. What an amazing group of
people we met today and we are so
grateful you included us.

Thank you so much for the very
prestigious honor and luncheon
yesterday.
The Sons of the American Revolution
has humbled me beyond words with
your recognition. It is a privilege to be a
part of the fire service, I have enjoyed
every minute that I have been able to
help someone and also be a little safer
and healthier by educating them with
Life Safety skills.
You have made a lasting impression on
me and my family with your camaraderie
and professionalism.
Thank you so much

Brad Dykens

Thank you and I look forward to seeing
the newsletter.
Regards,
Heather

Heather L. Burford
Fire Chief
City of Seminole Fire Rescue Department
9199 113th Street North
Seminole, FL 33772

Community Preparedness & Life Safety Coordinator,
CERT Program Manager

City of Seminole Fire Rescue
9199 113th Street North
Seminole FL.33772
Phone: 727-393-8711 ext. 210
Mobile:727-560-9711

Office (727) 393-8711 ext. 217
Fax (727) 319-6588
Cell (727) 744-6736

"Protecting with Pride"

Noah David Kitchen, the greatgrandson of David and Mary
Kitchen, became an Eagle
Scout November 20, 2018. His
Court of Honor will be in two
weeks.

December Birthdays
John Garrity
Greg Mandigo
John Haynes
Thomas Cardene
Harold V. Miller
Vernon D. Freeman
Thomas Raup
John Osgood
Douglas Weatherby
Edward W. Clark
Kelly Smith
Timothy Kraut
Raymond Mandigo
Charles E. Brinnon

December 1
December 10
December 11
December 14
December 21
December 21
December 23
December 27
December 27
December 29
December 29
December 29
December 31
December 31

- Links & Resources:

Wisdom of our Founders

Our Chapter website:
http://clearwatersar.org/
Our Chapter Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
SAR National website :
https://www.sar.org/
SAR Florida website:
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp

“The more people who own little businesses of
their own, the safer our country will be, and the
better off its cities and towns; for the people who
have a stake in their country and their
community are its best citizens.”
- John Hancock

Reminder about Life Membership
The Board of Governors voted at its meeting
on January 8, 2018 to set Life Membership at
the following rates:
Age 65 and older
Age 60 to 65
Age 55 to 60
Age 50 to 55
Age under 50

$600
$700
$800
$900
$1000

If the dues exceed $65 per year at some
future date the Board of Governors has the
option of billing Life Members for the
excess.
We encourage the membership to
consider becoming a Life Member which
covers your chapter, state and
national dues for life.
Our current list of Life Members
Robert L. Cundiff
Darrell W. Fisher
Patrick S. Fisher
James L. Gibson, Jr.
J. Robert Gray
James R. Grayshaw
Robert L. Grover
Kenneth W. Helm
Patrick Jay Niemann
Scott A. Spaulding
Carleton L. Weidemeyer
Joseph K. Wilcoxen
Harold J. Ziegler

Our next meeting
Luncheon Meeting
Wednesday, December 16, 2018
Where: Dunedin Golf Club, 1050 Palm Blvd, Dunedin, FL 34698
Time: 11:30 A.M.
Menu: Prime Rib Carving Station (this would be buffet style for entrée and
sides only), Tossed Salad, Red Skins, seasonal vegetables, Red velvet Cake;
Accompaniments: Rolls and Butter/ Iced Tea/coffee- Regular and Decaf/ hot tea
Note: If you have any dietary restrictions or questions be sure to mention them
when you make your reservation
Cost: $20.00
Program: Installation of Officers

RSVP by December 11 by calling
Lewis Harris at 727-784-4297 or
email at Lharris4@tampabay.rr.com

New Books about the
American Revolution

were crucial aspects of Revolutionary
Americans' ideological break from
Europe and shared by all ranks of
society. Focusing his study primarily on
prominent Americans who came of age
before and during the Revolution—
notably John Adams, Benjamin Franklin,
Thomas Jefferson, and George
Washington—Smith shows how a
colonial ethical transformation caused
and became inseparable from the
American Revolution, creating an ethical
ideology that still remains.
By also interweaving individuals and
groups that have historically been
excluded from the discussion of honor—
such as female thinkers, women patriots,
slaves, and free African Americans—
Smith makes a broad and significant
argument about how the Revolutionary
era witnessed a fundamental shift in
ethical ideas. This thoughtful work sheds
new light on a forgotten cause of the
Revolution and on the ideological
foundation of the United States.

•
•
•

Print Length: 374 pages
Publisher: The University of North Carolina Press
(March 19, 2018)
Publication Date: March 19, 2018

The American Revolution was not only a
revolution for liberty and freedom, it was
also a revolution of ethics, reshaping
what colonial Americans understood as
"honor" and "virtue." As Craig Bruce
Smith demonstrates, these concepts

Congress for voter fraud, Wayne was an
unlikely savior. Yet this disreputable man
raised a new army and, in 1794, scored
a decisive victory at the Battle of Fallen
Timbers, successfully preserving his
country and President Washington’s
legacy. Drawing from Wayne’s insightful
and eloquently written letters, historian
Mary Stockwell sheds light on this
fascinating and underappreciated figure.
Her compelling work pays long overdue
tribute to a man—ravaged physically and
emotionally by his years of military
service—who fought to defend the
nascent American experiment at a
critical moment in history.

•
•
•
•

Print Length: 374 pages
Page Numbers Source ISBN: 0300214758
Publisher: Yale University Press (April 24, 2018)
Publication Date: April 5, 2018

In the spring of 1792, President George
Washington chose “Mad” Anthony
Wayne to defend America from a
potentially devastating threat. Native
forces had decimated the standing army
and Washington needed a champion to
open the country stretching from the
Ohio River westward to the headwaters
of the Mississippi for settlement.
A spendthrift, womanizer, and heavy
drinker who had just been ejected from

Washington and his small band of
soldiers crossed the ice-choked
Delaware River and attacked the
Hessian garrison at Trenton, New Jersey
on the day after Christmas. He followed
up the surprise attack with successful
actions along the Assunpink Creek and
at Princeton. In a stunning military
campaign, Washington had turned the
tables, and breathed life into the dying
cause for liberty during the
Revolutionary War.
The campaign has led many historians
to deem it as one of the most significant
military campaigns in American history.
One British historian even declared that
“it may be doubted whether so small a
number of men ever employed so short
a space of time with greater or more
lasting results upon the history of the
world.”
•
•

Paperback: 192 pages
Publisher: Savas Beatie (March 12, 2018)

December 1776: Just six months after
the signing of the Declaration of
Independence, George Washington and
the new American Army sit on the verge
of utter destruction by the banks of the
Delaware River. The despondent and
demoralized group of men had endured
repeated defeats and now were on the
edge of giving up hope. Washington
feared “the game is pretty near up.”
Rather than submit to defeat,

In Victory or Death, historian Mark Maloy
not only recounts these epic events, he
takes you along to the places where they
occurred. He shows where Washington
stood on the banks of the Delaware and
contemplated defeat, the city streets that
his exhausted men charged through,
and the open fields where Washington
himself rode into the thick of battle.
Victory or Death is a must for anyone
interested in learning how George
Washington and his brave soldiers
grasped victory from the jaws of defeat.

****************************
Revolutionary War Trivia
On December 4, 1783, nine days after the
last British soldiers left American soil,
George Washington invited the officers of
the Continental Army to join him in the
Long Room of Fraunces Tavern so he
could say farewell. The best-known
account of this emotional leave-taking
comes from the Memoirs of Colonel
Benjamin Tallmadge, written in 1830 and
now in the collection of Fraunces Tavern
Museum. As Tallmadge recalled,

“The time now drew near when
General Washington intended to
leave this part of the country for
his beloved retreat at Mt. Vernon.
On Tuesday the 4th of December
it was made known to the
officers then in New York that
General Washington intended to
commence his journey on that
day.
At 12 o’clock the officers
repaired to Fraunces Tavern in
Pearl Street where General
Washington had appointed to
meet them and to take his final
leave of them. We had been
assembled but a few moments
when his excellency entered the
room. His emotions were too

strong to be concealed which
seemed to be reciprocated by
every officer present. After
partaking of a slight refreshment
in almost breathless silence the
General filled his glass with wine
and turning to the officers said,
‘With a heart full of love and
gratitude I now take leave of you.
I most devoutly wish that your
latter days may be as prosperous
and happy as your former ones
have been glorious and
honorable.’
After the officers had taken a
glass of wine General
Washington said ‘I cannot come
to each of you but shall feel
obliged if each of you will come
and take me by the hand.’
General Knox being nearest to
him turned to the Commanderin-chief who, suffused in tears,
was incapable of utterance but
grasped his hand when they
embraced each other in silence.
In the same affectionate manner
every officer in the room
marched up and parted with his
general in chief. Such a scene of
sorrow and weeping I had never
before witnessed and fondly hope
I may never be called to witness
again.”

The officers escorted Washington from
the Tavern to the Whitehall wharf, where
he boarded a barge that took him to
Paulus Hook, (now Jersey City) New
Jersey. Washington continued to
Annapolis, where the Continental
Congress was meeting, and resigned his
commission.
--------------------------------------------------------

.

Observance of Veterans’ Day
·

After the Veterans Day program at the
Florida Veterans Plaza in Clearwater’s
Crest Lake Park, members of the Sons of
the American Revolution Clearwater
Chapter, along with Clearwater residents,
Disabled American Veterans, Daughters of
the American Revolution and other
friends presented a wreath at the WW1
Doughboy statue at the entrance to the
Memorial Causeway.
The statue stands next to a companion
statue of a WW1 sailor. The statues were
placed in 1927, on the 10th anniversary of
the Armistice which ended WW1.
25,000 people attended the dedication of
the memorial in 1927; 38 soldiers from
the Clearwater area died in WW1.

.

From left to right: Kitchen, James Grayshaw,
Susan Grayshaw, Jean Dennison, Robert
Cundiff, and Robert Anderson

Future Speaker

A Message from Our
DAR Partners
On November 19th SAR member
James Grayshaw presented a
PowerPoint to the Caladesi
Chapter of the DAR. He spoke
about the end of World War One
and its remembrance. This year
marks the 100th Anniversary of the
signing of the Armistice that ended
that war. Robert Anderson also
attended the meeting and took the
following photograph.

James Grayshaw at the November 19th meeting of
Caladesi Chapter NSDAR

January 16, 2019
Bernadette Roback
Governor of the Jamestowne
Society, Florida Gulf Coast
Company/ Genealogist
February 20, 2019
Brian Barrett
Author
Wooster's Invisible Enemies
March 20, 2019
Michael J. Deeb
Author: Duty and Honor
Website: www.civilwarnovels.com
Facebook: http://www.facebook.c
om/people/Michael-JDeeb/1168646976
April 17, 2019
Mimi Lawson
Tampa Bay Veterans Alliance
May 15, 2019
George Youstra, Jr.
Chaplin, US Marine Corp

Events in the War of the
American Revolution
1773
16 December: The Boston Tea Party
occurred when a group organized by Samuel
Adams boarded tea ships in Boston harbor
and threw overboard 342 tea chests valued at
$90,000. This action led to British Coercive
Acts of 1774, termed by Americans as the
Intolerable Acts.
1774
9-10 December: Patriots seized ordinance at
Newport, Rhode Island, and carried it to
Providence.
14 December: Patriots in Portsmouth, New
Hampshire, seized 100 barrels of powder and
some ordinance from Castle William and
Mary. (Similar actions followed in other
colonies.)
1775
2 December: First of General Montgomery’s
troops joined Arnold’s at Point aux Trembles
and combined patriot force of 800 effectives
began siege of Quebec, a well-fortified city
defended by 1.800 British regulars and
British and French-Canadian militia.
9 December: Lord Dunsmore sent force of
400 or so, half British regulars, to intercept
patriot force advancing on Norfolk, Virginia.
In rashly attacking instead of defending
crossing at Great Bridge, Virginia, British

forces suffered 62 casualties as against one
patriot slightly wounded, and were
completely routed in this first military action
of the war in Virginia.
10 December: Connecticut men in
Washington’s Army, enlisted only until this
date, departed for home, emphasizing
Washington’s problem in enlisting an
adequate army.
13 December: After action at Great Bridge,
Norfolk, Virginia, was occupied by patriots.
Also, on this day Congress authorized the
construction of thirteen ships- five 32’s, five
28’s and three 24’s- for the Continental
Navy.
22 December: Parliament passed the
Prohibitory Act, interdicting foreign trade
and intercourse with the thirteen revolting
colonies.
31 December: With enlistments expiring,
Montgomery and Arnold led 800 patriots in
desperate and unsuccessful attack on
Quebec, Canada. (Quebec Campaign),
during a blinding snowstorm in the early
hours of the next year. Montgomery was
killed and Arnold was wounded among 60
patriots killed and wounded, and 426
captured. British lost 5 killed and 13
wounded.
1776
8 December: With Washington’s forces
safely across the Delaware River and in
possession of small boats that might have
been used to follow him across, Howe’s

advanced forces occupied Trenton, New
Jersey.
12 December: Constitution by Congress of
regiment of light dragoons and appointment
of Elisha Sheldon of Connecticut as its
commander mark the establishment of
Calvary.
13 December: American General Charles
Lee was captured at Basking Ridge, New
Jersey, after two of his guards were killed
and two wounded.
19 December: Opening tract of The Crisis by
Thomas Paine was published in
Philadelphia.
26 December: General Clinton and Admiral
Parker with 6,000 British troops occupied
Newport, Rhode Island, providing the British
with an important naval base in New
England.
26 December: About 2,400 patriot troops
under Washington having
re-crossed the Delaware River surprised
1,400-man Hessian garrison at Trenton, New
Jersey, killing and wounding about 105 and
capturing 918, with American losses at most
4 killed and 4 wounded.
27 December: In view of the critical
situation, Congress in Baltimore resolved to
grant General Washington almost dictatorial
powers over military affairs for ensuing six
months including authority to recruit 22
additional battalions.

29-31 December: After escorting Hessians
captured on 26 December across Delaware,
Washington returned to New Jersey and reoccupied Trenton.

1777
5 December: Vanguard of Howe’s army
clashed with 600 patriot militia at Chestnut
Hill, Pennsylvania. The Patriots retreated
after heavy firing from both sides.
7 December: Howe moved to attack
Washington’s main and well-entrenched
position at Whitemarsh, Pennsylvania, but
after skirmishing decided it was too strong to
risk a full attack. Casualties were about 50
on each side.
10 December: Patriot raid from Connecticut
to Long Island, New York, was broken up by
British warships and Col. Samuel B. Webb
and his regiment were captured.
13 December: Congress created two
inspector general positions in Continental
Army and defined duties to be performed by
their incumbents marking the establishment
of the Office of the Inspector General
17 December: After receiving news on 4
December of Burgoyne’s surrender, French
Foreign Minister promised American
commissioners in Paris that France would
recognize American independence and make
a treaty.

19 December: Washington’s army moved
into winter quarters at Valley Forge,
Pennsylvania.
1778
17 December: British force from Detroit,
increased by Indian allies picked up along
the way, recaptured Vincennes, Indiana.
28 December: French island of St Lucia
surrendered to British after heavy fighting,
marking opening of major Anglo-French
operations in West Indies.
29 December: Savannah, Georgia, was
captured by British expeditionary force that
had landed on Savannah River below the
town and then outmaneuvered and
overwhelmed American defending force
under General Robert Howe. British lost
only 13. Americans lost 83 killed or
drowned and 453 taken prisoner.
1779

4 December: At Rudgeley’s Mill, South
Carolina, Col. William Washington’s
cavalry used fake cannon to procure
surrender of body of over 100 Tories in
fortified log barn.
20 December: Great Britain declared war on
the Netherlands.
28 December: Patriot group of 280
Continental cavalry and mounted militia
attacked 250 Loyalists at Hammond’s Store
(near modern Newberry), South Carolina,
killing or wounding 150 and capturing 40,
and with related operations discouraged
loyalist support of Cornwallis.
30 December: British force of 1,200 under
traitor (and now British Brigadier) Benedict
Arnold arrived in Hampton Roads to begin
raiding expeditions up the James River.
1781

1 December: Washington’s main force went
into winter quarters at Morristown, New
Jersey. During winter of record cold,
suffering of troops was far greater than at
Valley Forge two years before.

1 December: General Greene led 400 patriot
troops, half of them cavalry, against enemy
force of 850 posted at Dorchester, South
Carolina. After skirmishing the enemy,
thinking Greene’s whole army was about to
attack them, withdrew to within five miles of
Charleston.

26 December: General Clinton with 8,700
British troops sailed from New York to
attack Carolinas and with specific goal of
capturing Charleston, South Carolina.

12 December: In Second Battle of Ushant off
Brittany, British defeated Franco-Spanish
escorting squadron and captured 20
transports.

1780

13 December: News of Yorktown surrender
was recognized in Congress as indicating
decisive turn in the war and toward peace.

Among other actions Congress issued
proclamation designating this date as day of
thanksgiving and prayer throughout the new
nation, and it was so observed.
28-29 December: Henry Lee attempted
attack on Johns Island, South Carolina, near
Charleston that miscarried when one of his
columns lost its way.

In April we started to publish the 110
Rules of Civility that a young George
Washington copied and committed to
memory. We have been presenting ten
rules a month.
The Rules:

1782
14 December: British troops evacuated
Charleston, South Carolina taking with them
3,800 loyalists and 5,000 Negro slaves.
Evacuation completed British withdrawal
from southern United States.
24 December: French army of Rochambeau
after moving from Virginia to Rhode Island
in the fall of 1782, embarked from Boston,
Massachusetts for home.
1783
4 December: General Washington delivered
his farewell address to his officers at
Fraunces Tavern in New York City.
23 December: General Washington tendered
his resignation as Commander-in-Chief of
the American Army to Congress meeting in
Annapolis, Maryland.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Washington’s Rules of Civility
(continued)

51. Wear not your cloths, foul, ripped
or dusty but see they be brushed once
every day at least and take heed that
you approach not to any uncleanness.
52. In your apparel be modest and
endeavor to accommodate nature,
rather than to procure admiration
keep to the fashion of your equals
such as are civil and orderly with
respect to times and places.
53. Run not in the streets, neither go
too slowly nor with mouth open go not
shaking your arms kick not the earth
with r feet, go not upon the toes, nor
in a dancing fashion.
54. Play not the peacock, looking
everywhere about you, to see if you be
well decked, if your shoes fit well if
your stockings sit neatly, and cloths
handsomely.

55. Eat not in the streets, nor in the
house, out of season.

(To be continued)
*******************************

56. Associate yourself with men of
good quality if you esteem your own
reputation; for 'is better to be alone
than in bad company.

The Sons of the American Revolution is a historical,
educational and patriotic non-profit, United States 501 (c)
3 corporation that seeks to maintain and extend (1) the
institution of American freedom, (2) an appreciation for
true patriotism, (3) a respect for our national symbols,
(4) the value of American citizenship, and (5) the unifying
force of e pluribus unam that has created, from the
people of many nations, one nation, and one people.
We do this by perpetuating the stories of patriotism,
courage, sacrifice, tragedy, and triumph of the men who
achieved the independence of the American people in the
belief that these stories are universal ones of man’s
eternal struggle against tyranny, relevant to all time, and
will inspire and strengthen each succeeding generation
as it too is called upon to defend our freedom on the
battlefield and in our public institutions.

57. In walking up and down in a house,
only with one in company if he be
greater than yourself, at the first
give him the right hand and stop not
till he does and be not the first that
turns, and when you do turn let it be
with your face towards him, if he be a
man of great quality, walk not with him
cheek by jowl but somewhat behind
him; but yet in such a manner that he
may easily speak to you.
58. Let your conversation be without
malice or envy, for 'is a sign of a
tractable and commendable nature:
and in all causes of passion admit
reason to govern.
59. Never express anything
unbecoming, nor act against the rules
moral before your inferiors.
60. Be not immodest in urging your
friends to discover a secret.

2019 Meeting Schedule
Clearwater Chapter, SAR
Board of
Governors
14 January
11 February
18 March
15 April
13 May

Membership Meeting
(C)
(C)
(C)
(C)
(C)

16 January
20 February
20 March
17 April
15 May

Membership Luncheon Meetings at 11:30 a.m.
Dunedin Country Club, Palm Blvd, Dunedin
(meetings are on the third Wednesday of the month or as noted above),
Board of Governors meetings at 10:00 a.m.

Countryside Library
2642 Sabal Springs Drive
Clearwater, FL

(C)

(meetings are on the Monday before the Luncheon meeting or as noted above)

