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From the President

program that included tours to NASA and the Bush
Library. The host dinner was a superb Western
barbecue at a nearby ranch. I encourage you all to
attend at least one Congress if you have not already.
It is a great opportunity to meet compatriots from
the other societies and become involved in the
NSSAR governing and business.
During August there was a West Central Regional
Meeting hosted by the South Shore Chapter in Sun
City. Compatriots Bob Cundiff, Robert Brotherton
and I represented the Clearwater Chapter. The
chapters summarized their activities and future plans
as well as exchanging ideas and information on
various speakers.
First Vice President Jim Grayshaw has arranged a
great speaker program for the upcoming meetings.
Those speakers are listed elsewhere in this
newsletter.
It is my hope that we can increase the youth
participation in the SAR Americanism Youth
Contests during the 2018-2019 school-year. Those
contests include the patriotic poster and brochure
contests, Rumbaugh Orations, Knight Essay and
Eagle Scout Essay contests. Please contact me or
Jim Grayshaw if you would like to assist in
“marketing” these activities to schools in our area.
These contests are a way for us to perpetuate the
Revolutionary War and the sacrifices that our
patriots made to establish our great country and give
us our independence.
I look forward to seeing you at our monthly
meetings and encourage you to take an active role in
our chapter activities.

Compatriots,
Yours in patriotism,
I hope that you all had a wonderful summer and
welcome back to those who spent the summer in the
northern states.
The National Congress was held in Houston from
July 12 – 18 and was very enjoyable. The Texas
Society was the host and put together an excellent

Pat
COL Patrick J. Niemann, U.S. Army (ret.)
President, FLSSAR and Clearwater Chapter

May’s Meeting
The Clearwater Chapter of the Florida
Society SAR held its Regularly Scheduled
Meeting on Wednesday, May 18, 2018 at the
Dunedin Golf Club beginning at 12:00 p.m.,
President Pat Niemann presided. There were
54 members and guests in attendance.

Regent Cheryl Rennecker to the podium
where he presented her with the Marth
Washington Medal and Certificate due to the
extent the Caladesi Chapter of the DAR has
kept our Chapter informed and involved in
Caladesi activities.

Pat Niemann and Cheryl Rennecker
Color Guard member Charles Weatherbee
The President called the meeting to order,
The Invocation was given by Chaplain
George Youstra. President Pat Niemann led
members in reciting the Pledge to the Flag of
the United States of America and the Pledge
to the SAR. Bob Cundiff then led the group
in the singing of “America the Beautiful”.
President Pat Niemann then introduced the
Head Table, after which he introduced Past
Chapter Presidents, and current Officers,
members of the Ladies Auxiliary, members
of the DAR, visiting SAR members,
prospective members, and guests.
Prior to breaking for lunch, President Pat
asked visiting DAR member and Clearwater

President Niemann recessed the meeting for
lunch.
President Niemann then introduced Jenna
DeMott the Past President of the “Clear
Water Harbor Society of the Children of the
American Revolution, who reported:
That they are very active in the local
community and participate in many
events teaching about the history of
our country and honoring our
veterans.
Jenna stated that over the last year
they participated in a Flag Day
Ceremony, the Parade of Colors on
Veterans Day, wreath laying on

Wreaths Across America Day and the
Bay Pines National Cemetery
Memorial Service. They also greeted
the Honor Flights at the St.
Pete/Clearwater Airport and supported
homeless veterans with a food drive
during Thanksgiving week.
Every March at the State Convention
in Orlando the CAR societies receive
recognition for involvement in their
communities. Over the past four years,
they have achieved many awards
including the gold merit ribbon which
they proudly display on our society
flag.

CAR Jenna DeMott, President Niemann and
and the Clearwater DAR Regent Vanessa
Talbott

The C.A.R. has a national and state
project each year. For 2017-2018,
their national theme is Browsing
History in which they are raising
funds for the creation of James
Monroe Online, a free and open online
database to access archival collections
devoted to James Monroe.
Their Florida theme is Purrrfectly
Patriotic. The goal of this state project
is supporting the Gary Sinese
Foundation which helps wounded
veterans and their families by building
modified smart homes and cars. She
felt that this education is important for
today’s youth. Jenna then thanked our
Chapter for its support and
encouraging training tor tomorrow’s
leaders.

CAR Past President is Jenna DeMott and her
mother is the Clearwater DAR Regent
Vanessa Talbott
President Niemann then introduced Lisl
Schick who talked to us a survivor of the
Holocaust by saying:
Lisl Schick was born in Vienna,
Austria in December 1927. In 1939,
at the age of eleven, she and her

seven-year-old brother escaped Nazioccupied Austria on a Kindertransport
train for England, where they lived for
six years before being reunited with
their parents in New York City.
Mrs. Schick has served in leadership
roles for Hadassah, the largest Zionist
women’s organization in the world,
for over fifty years. She was the only
National Vice President ever elected
from the State of Florida and
continues to serve on the National
Honorary Council. In 1988 she
participated in the Executive Board’s
fact-finding mission to the then Soviet
Union, meeting with Jewish
Refuseniks who were persecuted but
unable to leave the country.
Mrs. Schick has also been an active
presence in the Tampa Bay
community since moving to
Clearwater, Florida in 1960. In 1978,
Mrs. Schick and her late husband, Dr.
Alfred Schick, helped to found the
Ruth Eckerd Performing Art Center,
where she served on the first Board of
Directors. She also worked on
establishing Planters, the women’s
educational and fundraising branch of
Morton Plant/Mease Hospital
Foundation. Dr. Schick was the first
Board certified Radiologist at Morton
Plant Hospital.
She also served in leadership roles in
the Pinellas County Medical
Auxiliary, American Cancer Society,

Oak Grove PTA and the Clearwater
Community Women’s Club.
She currently serves on the Board of
Directors of the Florida Holocaust
Museum.
Her many community honors include
the State of Israel Community Bonds
Generation Award, Gulf Coast Jewish
Family Services Celebrity
Honoree, Florida Holocaust
Museum’s Loebenberg Award,
Women of Distinction Award from the
Pinellas/Paso Counties Jewish
Federation and the WEDU Be More
Award. Also, Who’s Who in
American Women.

Mrs. Schick told us of an
idealistic childhood in Vienna until
after her Country endorsed Hitler and
the Nazi’s, who at first did not say
they wanted to kill the Jews, just
wanted them out of the country. This
led to changes in her home and school,
at home her mother had an au pair to
help raise the children, which was

common in cities, after the Nazis took
power the au pair had to leave because
she was not Jewish and could not
work for her family. At school the
crucifix that hung on the wall was
replaced with a picture of Hitler, all
the children were told they had to
salute the picture, when she would not
she was ostracized by the other
children. Subsequently she was
required to go to an all Jewish school.
Many public parks were off limits
with signs saying, “No Dogs or Jews
Allowed”.

her brother to England. In England
she and her brother were placed in
boarding schools and foster homes.
Subsequently her father, who worked
in international banking was able to
move to England, but since all his
assets were left in Austria he could not
reunite with his children and after the
war broke out was placed in an
internment camp. Her mother was
unable to get out of Austria, but
eventually made it to New York, on
one of the last ships to leave Europe in
1940, after the war the family was
able to reunite.
What Mrs. Schick wants us all to
realize is that you do not want to be a
bystander in life and that “the opposite of
love is not hate but indifference”. That most
important thing is education.

President Niemann and Lisl
Schick
In November of 1938 the Nazis
destroyed Jewish shops and
synagogues during a time now known
as “Kristallnacht”, Mrs. Schick
recalled people having to clean the
streets of broken glass from the streets
and sidewalks. It was after this that
she feels her parents knew they would
have to leave and her parents put her
and her brother on a train, which
became known as the
“Kindertransport”, which took her and

Lisl Schick and President Niemann
President Niemann then asked David
Ralph Leonard to come up to the podium,
President Niemann read him the SAR Oath
and inducted him into SAR, he then asked
his sponsor Parks Honeywell to come up,

Parks placed the SAR lapel pin on his lapel.

President Niemann and Parks Honeywell
Parks Honeywell, new Member David
President Niemann

Leonard and

The 50/50 drawing which was won by
Charles Robbins, we had a secondary drawing for a
basket donated by the Ladies Auxiliary.
Announcements:






David Leonard and President Niemann

President Niemann then said that our
Registrar, Parks Honeywell, had three more
supplemental patriots approved by National.

Spring BOM/Annual Meeting, May 18-20,
2018, Orlando
128th National Congress, Houston, TX , July
13-18, 2018
Chapter Meeting March 21 – speaker
Compatriot Jack Bolen Southern Strategy in
the Revolutionary War
128th National Congress, Houston, TX , July
13-18, 2018

Following the Benediction by Chaplain
George Youstra and the reciting of the SAR
Recessional led by President Niemann, the
meeting was adjourned.

Submitted by Larry Patterson, Secretary

Please bring calendars, magazines,
and books (for both men and women),
to the next meeting. Lew Harris will
take them to the Bay Pines Hospital
for our Veterans.
Susan Grayshaw and Margaret Harris
----------------------------------------Photos from May’s Meeting
Taken by John Sagert

Karen and Ray Furnish

Bob Cundiff

Nate Adams

Charles Weatherbee and Jim Phillips

Lew Harris

Harry Fuller

Leslie Kennon

Dr. David Leonard

Vernon and Dottie Freeman

Jim Phillips

Linda Kvedar and husband

Jane Schaeffer
Don Leamy

Louis & Lucretia Kinnard.

Charlene and Jeffrey Dzierzawski

Garrett Cropsey
Parks Honeywell

Dan Hooper
Margaret Weatherbee

Susan La Vean

Spring State Meeting
The weekend of May 18-20, 2018 was a
good weekend for the Clearwater Chapter SAR. At
the Spring State meeting of the Florida Society of
the Sons of the American Revolution, the
Clearwater Chapter received several awards.
At the Youth Luncheon, Stuart Case
received the 1st place Eagle Scout Award for the
Second time for his Essay. He also was announced
that he had been selected as the 3rd place at the
National level of the Eagle Scout Program.
Third Place in the Earl Marlin Publicity
contest, certificate, ribbon and a monetary award.
Second place in the large chapter, Chapter
Challenge contest, certificate and ribbon.
Dr. Bob Cundiff received a Past President
certificate for his term of 2016-2017.
James Gibson received a Certificate of
Appreciation for his chairing the Veterans Affairs
and ROTC committees.
Parks Honeywell was awarded the Patriot
Medal. He was one of four state members who
received this prestigious award. The Patriot Medal is
the highest award presented to a Compatriot by a
State Society and recognizes long, faithful,
outstanding, and distinguished service at the state
and/or chapter level. The Patriot Medal is awarded
only by a State Society and may be presented only
to an individual. Service at the national level is not
considered in making the award. It is desirable that
it be presented at the annual meeting of the State
Society

Parks Honeywell in white jacket

Col. Patrick Niemann was awarded the State
Medal of Distinguished Service medal for service as
the Senior Vice President 2017-2018. Only one such
award each year is authorized for presentation. This
award is presented by the State President. The
incumbent State President may present one medal
during his term at the Society’s Annual Meeting to a
Compatriot in recognition for that Compatriot's
conspicuous service to the State Society President
during his administration. The SMDS is awarded by
a State Society President at his discretion.
Lastly, Col. Patrick J. Niemann of our
chapter was elected and installed as President on the
Florida State Society of the Sons of the American
Revolution. Pat will be an excellent president and
will be calling on the membership to assist him in all
the activities of the state.
He will represent the Florida Society at the
128th National Congress held in Houston, Texas,
July 13-18, 2018.

Pat Niemann being sworn in as President

Pat Niemann given the President’s medal

The Clearwater Chapter presented the
Bronze Good Conduct Medal to High School
Students in May 2018
.
SCHOOL/WINNER
INDIAN ROCKS CHRISTIAN
HALEY CORRIGAN
OSCEOLA HS
MARSHALL RICCARDI
CLEARWATER HS
CHRISTIAN JULIAN

COUNTRYSIDE HS
RYAN GRIFFEN
PINELLAS PARK HS
FAITH YOUNT
RIVER RIDGE HS
CONNOR BECKMAN
HUDSON HS
HUNTER SCILEX
TARPON SPRINGS HS
MOLLIE KOLE
CLEARWATER CENTRAL CATH
ALEXANDER RIOS BENTLEY
DUNEDIN HS
JOSHUA FELIX
PALM HARBOR HS
ROBIN LACHANCE
ANCLOTE HS
MIKEY BERG
CALVARY CHRISTIAN HS
COLTON BASSFORD

Birthdays
June
Leon R.
Bruce R.
Robert C.
Carleton L.
Charles
David
Matthew
Nicholas
Robert A.
Harold
Scott

Hammock, Jr.
Martin
Land
Weidemeyer
Robbins
Schimka
Haynes
Sule
Dray
Lampert
Spaulding

June 2
June 11
June 12
June 12
June 14
June 17
June 17
June 17
June 19
June 21
June 25

July
James
Adrian
Spencer
Kevin
Chet
Aaron A.
Richard C.
Andrew
Lee F.
Laurence

Phillips
Christian
Osgood
Mowery
Mowery
Wilkinson
Baldwin
Kujumdziev
Morelli
Bartholf

July 4
July 4
July 10
July 10
July 17
July 19
July 21
July 22
July 27
July 30

August
Bradley
James
J. Robert
Patrick
Charles D.
Raymond
James M.
Donald C.
James
Hunter
Arthur M.
David
Lewis J.

Richardson
Osgood
Gray
Fisher
Lyon
Hildreth
Robinette
Leamy
Raup
Robinson
Hays
Adams
Bartholf

August 1
August 2
August 5
August 7
August 11
August 12
August 17
August 19
August 20
August 20
August 23
August 25,
August 29

Scott
Garrity
Hammell
Kujumdziev
Hammock
Leisner
Monroe
Osgood
Wilcoxen

September 1
September 2
September 3
September 4
September 10
September 13
September 27
September 27
September 29

September
Gregory V.
John
Allan
Cole
Robert P.
Anthony B.
Douglas
Ronald
Joseph K.

Our next meeting
Luncheon Meeting
Wednesday, September 19, 2018
Where: Dunedin Golf Club, 1050 Palm Blvd, Dunedin, FL 34698
Time: 11:30 A.M.
Menu:; Chicken Stew with Noodles, Veggies, Fruit Salad, and Peanut Butter
Pie; Accompaniments: Rolls and Butter/ Iced Tea/coffee- Regular and Decaf/
hot tea
Note: If you have any dietary restrictions or questions be sure to mention them
when you make your reservation
Cost: $20.00
Program: Speaker- Caroline Lanford,
AICP
Principal Planner
Pinellas County Planning Department
Caroline Lanford is a Certified Transportation Planner
and Principal Planner for the Pinellas County Long Range
Planning Department with over seventeen years of
experience in transportation and environmental
planning. As we plan for the future of Pinellas County,
Ms. Lanford is focused on leveraging technology and
proven best practices to provide safe, efficient, and
equitable transportation alternatives for all citizens and
visitors to Pinellas County.

RSVP by September 16 by calling
Lewis Harris at 727-784-4297 or
email at Lharris4@tampabay.rr.com

New Books about the
American Revolution

building.” Adams’s dismissive remark has
helped shape the prevailing view of Tom
Paine ever since. But, as Edward G. Gray
shows in this fresh, illuminating work, Paine
was a builder. He had a clear vision of
success for his adopted country. It was
embodied in an architectural project that he
spent a decade planning: an iron bridge to
span the Schuylkill River at Philadelphia.

When Paine arrived in Philadelphia from
England in 1774, the city was thriving as
America’s largest port. But the seasonal
dangers of the rivers dividing the region
were becoming an obstacle to the city’s
continued growth. Philadelphia needed a
practical connection between the rich grain
of Pennsylvania’s backcountry farms and its
port on the Delaware. The iron bridge was
Paine’s solution.
The bridge was part of Paine’s answer to the
central political challenge of the new nation:
how to sustain a republic as large and as
geographically fragmented as the United
States. The iron construction was Paine’s
brilliant response to the age-old challenge of
bridge technology: how to build a structure
strong enough to withstand the constant
battering of water, ice, and wind.





Print Length: 235 pages
Page Numbers Source
ISBN: 0393241785
Publisher: W. W. Norton & Company; 1 edition
(April 25, 2016)

The little-known story of the architectural
project that lay at the heart of Tom Paine’s
political blueprint for the United States.

In a letter to his wife Abigail, John Adams
judged the author of Common Sense as
having “a better hand at pulling down than

The convergence of political and
technological design in Paine’s plan was
Enlightenment genius. And Paine drew other
giants of the period as patrons: Benjamin
Franklin, George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, and for a time his great
ideological opponent, Edmund Burke.
Paine’s dream ultimately was a casualty of
the vicious political crosscurrents of
revolution and the American penchant for
bridges of cheap, plentiful wood. But his
innovative iron design became the model for
bridge construction in Britain as it led the
world into the industrial revolution.

Unshackling America challenges the
persistent fallacy that Americans fought
two separate wars of independence.
Willard Sterne Randall documents an
unremitting fifty-year-long struggle for
economic independence from Britain
overlapping two armed conflicts linked
by an unacknowledged global struggle.
Throughout this perilous period, the
struggle was all about free trade.
Neither Jefferson nor any other
Founding Father could divine that the
Revolutionary Period of 1763 to 1783
had concluded only one part, the first
phase of their ordeal. The Treaty of
Paris of 1783 at the end of the
Revolutionary War halted overt combat
but had achieved only partial political
autonomy from Britain. By not
guaranteeing American economic
independence and agency, Britain
continued to deny American sovereignty.





Print Length: 464 pages
Publication Date: April 10, 2018
Sold by: Amazon Digital Services LLC



About the Author
WILLARD STERNE RANDALL is a
journalist and author of several
biographies of Founding Fathers.
He is a Distinguished Scholar in
History and Professor at Champlain
College. He lives in Burlington,
Vermont with his wife, with whom
he has co-authored multiple
volumes of history.

Randall details the fifty years and
persistent attempts by the British to
control American trade waters, but he
also shows how, despite the outrageous
restrictions, the United States asserted
the doctrine of neutral rights and
developed the world’s second largest
merchant fleet as it absorbed the French
Caribbean trade. American ships
carrying trade increased five-fold
between 1790 and 1800, its tonnage
nearly doubling again between 1800 and
1812, ultimately making the United
States the world’s largest independent
maritime power.





Print Length: 336 pages
Publisher: Atlantic Monthly Press (March 1, 2016)
Publication Date: March 1, 2016

In August 1776, little over a month
after the Continental Congress had
formally declared independence
from Britain, the revolution was on
the verge of a sudden and
disastrous end. General George
Washington found his troops
outmanned and outmaneuvered at
the Battle of Brooklyn, and it
looked like there was no escape.
But thanks to a series of desperate
rear guard attacks by a single
heroic regiment, famously known
as the “Immortal 400,” Washington
was able to evacuate his men and
the nascent Continental Army lived
to fight another day.

Today, only a modest, rusted and
scarred metal sign near a
dilapidated auto garage marks the
mass grave where the bodies of
the “Maryland Heroes” lie—256
men “who fell in the Battle of
Brooklyn.” In Washington’s
Immortals, best-selling military
historian Patrick K. O’Donnell
brings to life the forgotten story of
this remarkable band of brothers.
Known as “gentlemen of honour,
family, and fortune,” they fought
not just in Brooklyn, but in key
battles including Trenton,
Princeton, Camden, Cowpens,
Guilford Courthouse, and
Yorktown, where their heroism
changed the course of the war.
Drawing on extensive original
sources, from letters to diaries to
pension applications, O’Donnell
pieces together the stories of these
brave men—their friendships,
loves, defeats, and triumphs. He
explores their arms and tactics,
their struggles with hostile loyalists
and shortages of clothing and
food, their development into an
elite unit, and their dogged
opponents, including British
General Lord Cornwallis. And
through the prism of this one
group, O’Donnell tells the larger
story of the Revolutionary
War. Washington’s Immortals is
gripping and inspiring boots-on-

the-ground history, sure to appeal
to a wide readership.

Wisdom of our Founders

Revolutionary War Trivia
Did you know that there was only one land
battle in what is now the State of Delaware
during the American Revolution?
The Battle of Cooch's Bridge, also known as
the Battle of Iron Hill, was a battle fought
on September 3, 1777, between
the Continental Army and American
militia and primarily German soldiers serving
alongside the British Army during
the American Revolutionary War. It was the
only significant military action during the war
on the soil of Delaware (though there were
also naval engagements off the state's
coast), and it took place about a week before
the major Battle of Brandywine.

America has been the country of my fond
election from the age of thirteen, when I
first saw it. I had the honour to hoist with
my own hands the flag of freedom, the first
time it was displayed, on the Delaware; and I
have attended it with veneration ever since
on the ocean.
John Paul Jones

______________________
New Member

David Ralph Leonard

After landing in Maryland on August 25 as
part of a campaign to capture Philadelphia,
the seat of the Continental Congress, British
and German forces under the overall
command of General William Howe began to
move north. Their advance was monitored by
a light infantry corps of Continental
Army and militia forces that had based itself
at Cooch's Bridge, near Newark, Delaware.
On September 3, German troops leading the
British advance were met by musket fire
from the U.S. light infantry in the woods on
either side of the road leading toward
Cooch's Bridge. Calling up reinforcements,
they flushed the Americans out and drove
them across the bridge.

A small company of Hessian dragoons led by
Captain Johann Ewald headed up the road
from the tavern toward Cooch's Bridge as
Cornwallis's advance guard. These were
struck by a volley of fire from an American
ambush and many of them fell, either killed
or wounded. Ewald remained unwounded, and
quickly alerted the Hessian
and Ansbach Jäger, who rushed forward to
meet the Americans. This began a running
skirmish that Major John André described
as follows: "Here the rebels began to attack
us about 9 o'clock with a continued irregular
fire for nearly two miles." Howe rode to the
front lines, and seeing Iron Hill crawling with
enemy soldiers, ordered his troops to clear
it. At this time, much of Maxwell's force was
defending Iron Hill, while the rest were
protecting Cooch's Bridge. The Jäger,
numbering over 400 men led by Lieutenant
Colonel Ludwig von Wurmb, formed a line
and, with the support of some artillery,
advanced on the Americans. Von Wurmb sent
one detachment to Maxwell's left, hoping to
flank his position, and supported the move
with a bayonet charge against the American
center.
The battle lasted for much of the day; at
Cooch's Bridge, Maxwell's men made a stand
until they "had shot themselves out of
ammunition" and "the fight was carried on
with the sword" and bayonet (the latter
being a weapon Maxwell's militia lacked
experience in using). After seven hours of
fighting, the Americans were forced to
retreat from Iron Hill across Cooch's
Bridge, taking up a position on the far side.
Howe ordered the 1st and 2nd British Light

Infantry Battalion to assist the Jäger in
taking the bridge. While the 1st Battalion
under Robert Abercromby became mired in
swampy terrain attempting to ford the
Christina River, the 2nd Battalion reached
the right of the Jäger and the bridge was
taken. Maxwell's army then retreated back
toward Wilmington.
Casualty reports for the British range from
3 killed and 20 wounded to about 30 each
killed and wounded. One British deserter
reported that nine wagonloads of wounded
were sent toward the fleet. The Americans
claimed 20 killed and another
20 wounded, and Washington in a letter to
Congress said the losses were "not very
considerable"; however, the British reported
burying 41 Americans, and Howe's official
report claimed "not less than fifty killed and
many more wounded". General Maxwell was
criticized for his leadership by a number of
Washington's subordinates. One foreign
officer with service in the Army
of Prussia commented to Henry Laurens in
reference to Maxwell, "Your soldiers are
very good men, so good as any brave men in
the world, but your officers my dear colonel,
your officers..."
General Cornwallis occupied the house of
Thomas Cooch, and Howe's forces remained
at Iron Hill for five days. In a letter to
Congress, Washington justified the defeat
by saying, "This Morning the Enemy came out
with considerable force and three pieces of
Artillery, against our Light advanced Corps,
and after some pretty smart skirmishing

obliged them to retreat, being far inferior in
number and without Cannon." Certain that
Howe would advance along the main road
toward Wilmington in his bid to capture
Philadelphia, Washington continued to
fortify the city and the Red Clay Creek. He
moved his headquarters from Wilmington
to Newport, and the army formed defenses
between Newport and Marshallton. While
Howe's army remained in place, the two
forces engaged in small skirmishes over the
next few days. One officer under Howe
noted that the rebel patrols, which usually
consist of 10 to 15 dragoons and 20 to 30
infantrymen, now appear more often, and
they fire at our posts occasionally."
Sensing an attack coming, Washington told
his troops on September 5th, "Should they
[the British] push their design against
Philadelphia, on this route, their all is at
stake—they will put the contest on the event
of a single battle: If they are overthrown,
they are utterly undone—the war is at an
end." Two days later, upon hearing that
British ships had left the Chesapeake,
Washington was sure Howe's move was
imminent. He rallied his troops,
referencing Horatio Gates's successes
against the British in the north, saying "Who
can forbear to emulate their [Gates's army]
noble spirit? Who is there without ambition,
to share with them, the applauses of their
countrymen, and of all posterity, as the
defenders of Liberty, and the procurers of
peace and happiness to millions in the
present and future generations? Two years
we have maintained the war and struggled
with difficulties innumerable. But the

prospect has since brightened, and our
affairs put on a better face—Now is the
time to reap the fruits of all our toils and
dangers! ... The eyes of all America, and of
Europe are turned upon us."
But the attack never came. Instead, on
September 8, Howe moved his force north,
through Newark and Hockessin into
Pennsylvania. Upon realizing what the British
were doing late in the night, Washington
rushed his forces north as well to find a new
defensive position. He settled on Chadds
Ford, just across the Delaware border, upon
the Brandywine River—the last natural
defense before the Schuylkill River and
Philadelphia. It was there that the two
armies clashed again in the major Battle of
Brandywine on September 11. The British
victory in that battle paved the way for
their eventual entry into and occupation of
the city of Philadelphia.
This success was more than offset by the
failure of the expedition to the Hudson, in
which General Burgoyne surrendered his
army after the Battles of Saratoga, in
October 1777. News of Burgoyne's
surrender greatly changed the war, because
it (and the Battle of Germantown, fought
after the British occupied Philadelphia) was a
major factor in France's decision to enter
the war as an American ally in 1778.

148 Marina Place, Dunedin, Fl. 34698

Reminder about Life Membership
The Board of Governors voted at its
meeting on January 8, 2018 to set Life
Membership at the following rates:
Age 65 and older
$600
Age 60 to 65
$700
Age 55 to 60
$800
Age 50 to 55
$900
Age under 50
$1000
If the dues exceed $65 per year at some
future date the Board of Governors has
the option of billing Life Members for
the excess.
We encourage the membership to
consider becoming a Life Member.
Since our last newsletter Past President
Bob Cundiff has become a Life Member.
Our current list of Life Members
Robert L.
Cundiff
Darrell W. Fisher
Patrick S. Fisher
James L.
Gibson, Jr.
J. Robert
Gray
Robert L.
Grover, Jr.

A Message from Our
DAR Partners
Hello SAR members of Clearwater Chapter,
It is my pleasure to invite you to Constitution Sunday.
Date: September 16, 2018
Time: 10:00 a.m.
Place: The Church of the Good Shepherd
639 Edgewater Drive
Dunedin, Fl 34698
We will have lunch at the Bon Appetit' Restaurant
following the church service. Bon Appetit' is located at

I am requesting a head count so that I can make
luncheon reservations. This is a Dutch treat lunch and we
will order from the menu.
Please call me with your reservation. I have an
answering machine if you need to leave a message. If
you prefer, you can e-mail me. My phone number is 727734-5870.
We're looking forward to seeing you on the morning of
September 16, 2018.
Jane Turner
Caladesi Chapter, NSDAR
Constitution Week Chairman

Future Speakers
October 17, 2018
Terry Fortner
Will speak about the history of
Caladesi Island
www.CaladesiMemories.com
November 14, 2018
Public Service Awards
December 19
Installation of Officers
January 16, 2019
Bernadette Roback
Governor of the Jamestowne Society,
Florida Gulf Coast Company/
Genealogist

February 20, 2019
Brian Barrett
Author
Wooster's Invisible Enemies
March 20, 2019
Michael J. Deeb
Author: Duty and Honor
Website: www.civilwarnovels.com
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/p
eople/Michael-J-Deeb/1168646976

2018 Meeting Schedule
Clearwater Chapter, SAR
2018
Board of Governors Meeting
Meeting
10 a.m.

Membership

17 September (C)
15 October(C)
12 November (C)
17 December (C)

19 September
17 October
14 November
19 December

11:30 a.m.

(C) Countryside Library
Membership Luncheon are at Dunedin Country Club until
further notice.

Events in the War of the
American Revolution
1774
1 September: General Gage seized
Massachusetts stock of powder at
Charlestown, across the Charles River from
Boston, Massachusetts.
5 September: First Continental Congress,
with representatives from 12 colonies, met in
Carpenter’s Hall in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
14 September: First Continental Congress
approved Suffolk Resolve, drafted by
convention meeting in Suffolk,
Massachusetts, which declared so-called
Intolerable Acts to be unconstitutional,
urged Massachusetts to set up a government
independent of Crown until these acts were
repealed, advised people to arm, and
recommended economic sanctions against
Great Britain.

1775
5 September: Advanced detachment of
General Schuyler’s patriot force was
ambushed near St. Johns, Canada, by Indian
force led by New York loyalist. Patriots
drove the Indians off in bush fight but not
before losing eight killed and eight wounded.
11 September: Col. Benedict Arnold’s march
to Quebec began. Departing Cambridge,
Massachusetts this date, 1,150 men traveled

mostly by water to and up Kennebec River in
Maine, then by portages across height of
land to Chaudiere River and thence to St.
Lawrence River opposite Quebec. Only 600
reached this destination on 9 November
after one of the most remarkable military
marches in history.
15 September: Lord William Campbell, Royal
Governor of South Carolina, took refuge on
British sloop Tamar.
16 September-2 November: Patriot troops
under General Montgomery besieged St
Johns, Canada, key to defense of Montreal.
25 September: Leading impulsive and
premature attack on Montreal, Canada, Ethan
Allen and about 40 of his men were captured
after some brisk skirmishing. Eventually
(1778) exchanged, Allen became Continental
Army colonel but spent remainder of the war
in Vermont.

1776
6-7 September: In New York harbor Sgt.
Ezra Lee attempted first submarine attack
in history of warfare in David Busnell’s
“American Turtle”, but copper bottoms of
British ships off Governor’s Island were too
thick to be damaged by powder charges
released from the “Turtle”.
9 September: Congress resolved that in
future all its commissions and other
instruments should be issued in name of the

United States instead of the United Colonies
as heretofore.

Continental forces were enlisted only to the
end of 1776.

11 September: Three man delegation from
Congress (Benjamin Franklin, John Adams,
and Edward Rutledge) discussed possibilities
of peace with Admiral Lord Howe on Staten
Island, but fruitlessly when Americans
discovered Howe had no powers to negotiate,
only refer proposals to London.

September 20: Congress adopted Articles of
War, “rules and articles to govern the armies
of the United States.”

15 September: British troops from Long
Island, under protection of warships,
crossed East River and routed patriot forces
at Kip’s Bay (presently 34th Street) on
Manhattan Island almost without firing a
shot. Washington managed to extricate his
troops from New York City which the British
then occupied.
16 September: After Washington withdrew
his army to heights of northwestern
Manhattan Island, he sent out a small
reconnaissance force to check British near
site of present day Columbia University.
With both sides putting in reinforcements
battle of Harlem Heights developed. Patriots
lost 130, British and German troops involved
about 170, and American morale was much
improved by this successful holding action.
16 September: Congress resolved that 88
battalions of Continental Army troops,
apportioned among the states according to
population, should be enlisted as soon as
possible for the duration of the war. This
action was essential since existing

September 21-22: Captain Nathan Hale of
Connecticut captured by British on
Manhattan Island while returning to
American lines and executed as a spy by the
British. On September 12 he had volunteered
for intelligence mission within British lines on
Long Island.
September 23: Patriot forces of 240
attempted to recapture Montresor’s (now
Randall’s) Island, New York, at the East
River end of the Harlem River, but were
repulsed with a loss of 14 men.
26 September: Congress appointed Benjamin
Franklin, Silas Deane, and Thomas Jefferson
as commissioners to the court of France.
When Jefferson declined, Arthur Lee was
appointed in his place.

1777
3 September: Washington had sent forward
recently formed light infantry corps to delay
Howe’s advance from Head of Elk, and five
miles northeast near Cooch’s Bridge,
Delaware. German troops attached and after
spirited action drove back this patriot force,
with loss of 30-40 killed and wounded on
each side. This action was the only land

combat in the state of Delaware during the
Revolution.
11 September: Washington’s main effort to
stop Howe’s advance on Philadelphia took
place along Brandywine Creek, Pennsylvania,
about 25 miles southwest of the city. Howe
outflanked Washington’s army and forced its
retreat after heavy action. The patriots lost
more than 1,200 including 400 prisoners out
of 11,000 engaged, and the British forces
nearly 600 out of 12,500 engaged.
12 September: Gates’ Northern army began
to fortify position on Bemis Heights, below
Saratoga, New York.
16 September: The British and the American
armies prepared for a major engagement in
the vicinity of Warren or White Horse
Tavern, Pennsylvania, but heavy rain wet
cartridge boxes and Americans withdrew.
18 September: Congress at Washington’s
urging left Philadelphia this date and, after
meeting briefly at Lancaster, Pennsylvania,
on 27 September, met beginning 30
September at York, Pennsylvania.
18 September: American detachments raided
vicinity of Fort Ticonderoga, New York,
capturing 300 of the enemy as well as
recovering 100 patriot prisoners. While not a
complete success, this raid was an ominous
blow to Burgoyne’s line of communications.
19 September: With patriot forces strongly
entrenched on Bemis Heights guarding line of

advance, Burgoyne sent out strong
reconnaissance to test American defenses.
When General Arnold’s division advanced in
response, British force engaged built up to
2,500. In bloody struggle enemy lost about
600, Americans about 320, and Burgoyne
decided to hold his position rather than to
attempt further advance. This battle is
variously called Freeman’s Farm, Bemis
Heights, Stillwater, or Saratoga.
21 September: Five British regiments
launched a surprise early morning attack on
General Anthony Wayne’s division of 1,500
Continentals stationed near Paoli Tavern,
Pennsylvania, 20 miles northwest of
Philadelphia. Wayne lost about 150, British
30 or less, and because the British attacked
in stealth with bayonets the affair became
known as the “Paoli Massacre.”
26 September: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
capital and largest city of the new United
States, was occupied by the British army of
General Howe.

1778
4 September: The United States and The
Netherlands signed a treaty of amity and
commerce.
5-6 September: British raiding force landed
near New Bedford, Massachusetts,
destroying mills and houses at Fairhaven on
opposite shore of Acushnet River.

8 September: British force that had raided
New Bedford area next attacked island of
Martha’s Vineyard, Massachusetts,
destroying vessels and seizing large number
of sheep and oxen for the British Army
consumption and use.
13 September: Force of 300 loyalists and
150 Indians raided German Flats (modern
Herkimer) New York, burning most of its
buildings and carrying away livestock; but
forewarned patriots had taken refuge in fort
and casualties were slight.
14 September: Congress appointed Benjamin
Franklin minister plenipotentiary to the
court of France.
24 September: Two large British foraging
expeditions left New York City and marched
up the Hudson, Cornwallis on the west side
with 5,000 men and Knyphausen on the east
side with 3,000 men. Washington sent out
small bodies to harass them and check
movement.
25 September: Congress appointed General
Benjamin Lincoln commander of the Southern
Department and requested Virginia and
North Carolina to come to the aid of South
Carolina and Georgia with men and supplies
without loss of time.
28 September: British force surprised 100
sleeping Continental dragoons at Old Tappan,
New Jersey, bayoneting 30 and capturing 50.

1779
5 September: Patriot body of 150 from
Shippan Point (near Stamford Connecticut)
crossed Long Island Sound and surprised
500 Loyalists at Lloyd Neck, New York,
capturing most of them without losing a man.
11-12 September: Admiral D’Estaing’s French
fleet, returned from the West Indies to
southern coast, began to debark troops at
Beaulieu, a point 14 miles south of Savannah,
Georgia, with intention of attacking British in
Savannah.
16 September-10 October: Combined force
of 1,500 Americans under General Lincoln
and more than 5,000 Frenchmen from
D’Estaing’s fleet laid siege to Savannah,
Georgia, defended, after outposts were
gathered in, by 3,200 British regulars.
21 September: Following outbreak of war
between Spain and Great Britain, Spanish
Governor of Louisiana Bernardo de Galvez
attacked and captured British post and
garrison at Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
Capitulation included surrender of Natchez,
Mississippi, and other British posts on the
Mississippi River.
23 September: John Paul Jones on
Bonhomme Richard defeated British warship

Serapis

1780
4 September: General Francis Marion with a
group of about 50 men routed Tory forces of
350 men at Blue Savannah, South Carolina.
14-18 September: Patriot militia drove in
outposts and captured Forts Cornwallis and
Grierson at approaches to Augusta, Georgia,
but were unable to take the city by assault
and arrival of British reinforcements forced
the patriots to flee. Action caused new
outbreak of Tory vindictiveness in area.
21 September: At Wahab’s Plantation (on
west bank of Catawba River about 10 miles
southwest of Charlotte), North Carolina,
patriot group of 150 surprised 60 loyalists
and killed or wounded all of them.
21-25 September: Benedict Arnold and Maj.
John Andre, Adjutant General of the British
Army, met in the woods on the banks of the
Hudson River inside American lines on the
night of 21-22 September to arrange final
details of Arnold’s treason. Circumstances
dictated Andre seek to return to British
lines overland and he was captured near
Tarrytown 23 September in disguise and
carrying papers containing information on the
defenses of West Point. Arnold learned of
Andre’s capture and escaped to British ship
in Hudson on 25 September, just before
Washington arrived at his headquarters to
uncover the treason. Andre was left to his
fate.

26 September: Advancing into North
Carolina, Cornwallis occupied Charlotte, but
not until after some sharp skirmishing there
with patriot militia.
29 September: General Marion with 50 men
defeated loyalist body of about same size at
Black Mingo Creek (20 miles southwest of
Georgetown), South Carolina, with at least
20 loyalists killed, wounded, or captured.

1781
2 September: French fleet of 34 warships
under Admiral Francois Comte de Grasse,
which had arrived off Virginia capes on 26
August, began landing 3,000 French soldiers
brought from the West Indies, adding
materially to the forces that would soon
besiege Yorktown, Virginia.
5 September: Second “Battle of the Capes”
fought outside Chesapeake Bay by French
fleet under Admiral de Grasse and smaller
British fleet. After action, as two main
fleets drifted at sea, a smaller French fleet
from Newport slipped into the bay
unopposed, and on 11 September the two
French fleets joined inside the bay to cut
Cornwallis off from any hope of relief by
sea.
6 September: Benedict Arnold led raiding
forces of 1,700 British and German troops
against New London, Connecticut, destroying
143 buildings and 12 ships, and in hard
fighting captured Fort Griswold in Groton on
the opposite bank of Thames River. British

casualties totaled almost 200; Americans,
140, including 80 or so killed after they
surrendered.
8 September: In one of the hardest fought
battles of the war, Greene with 2,200
Continentals, state troops, and militia was
bested by a British force of 2,000 at Eutaw
Springs, South Carolina, the patriots losing
more than 500 killed and wounded and
British 700-850 killed, wounded, and missing.
Whatever their tactical triumph, the British
were left so weak that they had to withdraw
to the vicinity of Charlestown, leaving most
of South Carolina under the patriot’s control.
12 September: Force of nearly 1,000
loyalists, with nucleus starting from
Wilmington on the coast, made a surprise
attack on patriot capital of Hillsboro, North
Carolina, and at slight cost killed 15 and
wounded 20 defenders and captured more
than 200, including Governor Thomas Burke.
While withdrawing with prisoners later same
day loyalist force was attacked by 400
Continentals at Cane Creek (Lindley’s Mill) in
sharp action in which patriots lost 125 and
loyalists more than 100.
14 September: Washington and Rochambeau
arrived on the Virginia peninsula, conferred
with de Grasse to assure he would stay in the
Bay long enough to complete coup against
Cornwallis.
18-26 September: Washington’s and
Rochambeau’s troops with aid of French Navy
were transported down Chesapeake Bay and

landed on the north shore of the James
River near Williamsburg, Virginia.
28 September- 19 October: After juncture
of American and French forces in Virginia
they moved from Williamsburg to begin siege
of British army at Yorktown that lasted until
Cornwallis’ surrender (Yorktown Campaign),

1782
11-13 September: In what has been
described as the last “battle” of the
American Revolution, Fort Henry, Virginia,
withstood a 3-day attack by 250 Indians and
40 loyalists. (Presumably Indians along Great
Miami in Ohio would have contended that
Clark’s raid two months later was the last
battle.)
13-14 September: After a four year siege,
Spanish and French forces assaulted
Gibraltar without success, paving the way
toward early negotiated peace between
Great Britain and Bourbon allies.
27 September: Formal peace negotiations
between American and British commissioners
began in Paris.

1783
3 September: Definitive treaties of peace
were signed by Great Britain, United States,
France, Spain, and the Netherlands.
24 September: Congress authorized General
Washington to discharge “such parts of the

Federal Army now in service as he shall deem
proper and expedient.”

Washington’s Rules of Civility
(continued)
In April we started to publish the 110
Rules of Civility that a young George
Washington copied and committed to
memory. We have been presenting ten
rules a month.
The Rules:
21. Reproach none for the infirmities
of nature, nor delight to put them
that have in mind thereof.
22. Show not yourself glad at the
misfortune of another though he were
your enemy.
23. When you see a crime punished,
you may be inwardly pleased; but
always show pity to the suffering
offender.
24. Do not laugh too loud or too much
at any public spectacle.
25. Superfluous complements and all
affectation of ceremony are to be

avoided, yet where due they are not to
be neglected.
26. In pulling off your hat to persons
of distinction, as noblemen, justices,
churchmen &c make a reverence,
bowing more or less according to the
custom of the better bred, and quality
of the person. Amongst your equals
expect not always that they should
begin with you first, but to pull off
the hat when there is no need is
affectation, in the manner of saluting
and re-saluting in words keep to the
most usual custom.
27. 'Tis ill manners to bid one more
eminent than yourself be covered as
well as not to do it to whom it's due
likewise he that makes too much haste
to put on his hat does not well, yet he
ought to put it on at the first, or at
most the second time of being asked;
now what is herein spoken, of
qualification in behavior in saluting,
ought also to be observed in taking of
place, and sitting down for ceremonies
without bounds is troublesome.
28. If anyone come to speak to you
while you are sitting stand up though
he be your inferior, and when you

present seats let it be to every one
according to his degree.
29. When you meet with one of
greater quality than yourself, stop,
and retire especially if it be at a door
or any straight place to give way for
him to pass.
30. In walking the highest place in
most countries seems to be on the
right hand therefore place yourself on
the left of him whom you desire to
honor: but if three walk together the
middle place is the most honorable the
wall is usually given to the most
worthy if two walk together.

(To be continued)
*******************************
History Fair Winners
The girls are the winners of the Clearwater Chapter
History Fair contest. They are from Bay Point Middle
School.

We are so impressed with these three ladies
and their hard work for National History Day!
They were awarded a special scholarship in
recognition by the Sons of the American
Revolution! Way to go - Anaya Franklin,
Ketchna Menard and Demarriah Chisholm!

Left to right; Anaya Franklin, Ketchna Menard,
Demarriah Chishlom, Bob Cundiff

The following message is from
Jack Manning
Secretary General
National Society Sons of the American Revolution
http://www.revolutionary-war-and-beyond.com

On August 17, 1790, the Newport Jewish
congregation addresses George Washington.
Washington traveled to all 13 states during his years
as President, but he had deliberately skipped Rhode
Island when he toured New England because Rhode
Island had not yet adopted the US Constitution and,
therefore, was not part of the United States. Once
Rhode Island finally ratified in May of 1790,
Washington immediately planned a trip to visit the
state.
Newport, Rhode Island saw much destruction as a
result of the Revolutionary War. When the town was
occupied by the British, patriots were forced to flee
their homes, which were then occupied and wrecked
by British soldiers. Later, after the war was won,
Loyalist citizens were forced to flee and leave their
property. Newport never really recovered its glory
days as one of North America's leading cities of
commerce.

The first Jewish congregation was founded in
Newport in 1658, when 15 Spanish and Portuguese
Jewish families arrived from the West Indies.
Congregation Yeshuat Israel met in the homes of its
members for over a century before building a
synagogue in 1763. When Washington arrived in
Newport on August 17, he was received by a large
throng of people and addresses to him representing
several groups were read in a public ceremony.
The warden (a sort of lay leader) of Congregation
Yeshuat Israel, Moses Seixas, represented the
Jewish congregation at the ceremony and read an
address that praised Washington and gave God
thanks for protecting him during the war. The letter
expressed the congregation's gratefulness for civil
and religious liberties in the new United States,
precious gifts that Jews in other nations did not
enjoy.
Washington's response to the congregation's
address has come down as one of the great
expressions of religious liberty of the Founding
Fathers. Washington wrote a reply a few days later
in which he expressed thanks for the good wishes
from the congregation. He expressed how the
government of the United States gave everyone
freedom of conscience, as long as they conducted
themselves as good citizens. He then affirmed that
the Jews had every right to dwell safely in the
United States.

Links & Resources:
Our Chapter website:
http://clearwatersar.org/
Our Chapter Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
SAR National website :
https://www.sar.org/
SAR Florida website:
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp

Clearwater Chapter donates flags for
new homeowners Habitat for Humanity

The Hebrew congregation's original copy of the
address was given to Washington and now resides in
the Library of Congress. Washington's original
reply, written in the hand of his secretary Tobias
Lear, resides in the B'nai B'rith headquarters in
Washington DC.
Congregation Yeshuat Israel still meets in the same
synagogue in Newport today. Touro Synagogue, as
it is called, is the oldest still standing synagogue
building in the United States. Every year, Seixas'
and Washington's letters are read in a ceremony
celebrating religious toleration at the synagogue.

The Martin family at 1244 Vista Way in Clearwater
Florida on Friday June 15. Habitat Pinellas being
presented a flag for their new home by past
president Bob Cundiff from the Clearwater Chapter
SAR.

-------------------------------------------------------------

The Sons of the American Revolution is a historical,
educational and patriotic non-profit, United States 501 (c)
3 corporation that seeks to maintain and extend (1) the
institution of American freedom, (2) an appreciation for
true patriotism, (3) a respect for our national symbols,
(4) the value of American citizenship, and (5) the unifying
force of e pluribus unam that has created, from the
people of many nations, one nation, and one people.
We do this by perpetuating the stories of patriotism,
courage, sacrifice, tragedy, and triumph of the men who
achieved the independence of the American people in the
belief that these stories are universal ones of man’s
eternal struggle against tyranny, relevant to all time, and
will inspire and strengthen each succeeding generation
as it too is called upon to defend our freedom on the
battlefield and in our public institutions.

