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From the President:

Hello Compatriots,
I was really pleased with the turnout at our January luncheon meeting.
Those who could not attend missed a super presentation of the colors
by our chapter color guard. My appreciation to the color guard
comprised of Jim Gibson, Dan Hooper, John Sagert, Jim Phillips,
George Pratt and Charles Wetherbee. David and Mary Kitchen added to
the event by being elegantly dressed in Revolutionary War period
dress. We could use a few more members in the color guard. Please
contact Jim Gibson if you are interested.
This month we celebrate the birthday of a great patriot, President
George Washington. He holds a special place in our hearts as SAR
members. Because of his superb leadership during the Revolutionary
War and the sacrifices of our patriot ancestors we are indeed a nation
of free men and women. Washington’s Birthday celebration is indeed a
time to reflect and remember his superb contributions to our great
nation.
At our last Board of Governor’s meeting it was decided to once again
open the life membership opportunity to all chapter members. The life
membership as the name implies will cover your chapter, state and
national dues for the remainder of your life. The cost of the life
membership is based on age and is detailed elsewhere in this
newsletter.
I want to thank the ladies of the Caladesi DAR Chapter for hosting our
chapter at their January salad luncheon. They served a large variety of
salads and desserts and nobody left hungry. My thanks to the members
that attended the luncheon and supported the Caladesi DAR.
Additionally, I want to thank our Ladies Auxillary for the gift baskets
that they prepared for the FLSSAR Winter Board of Management

Meeting. Well deserved kudos to Margaret Harris and Susan Grayshaw
for their support and assistance to the chapter.
By the time this newsletter is distributed I will have attended the
FLSSAR Board of Managers (BOM) meeting. I will inform you of those
proceedings at our February 21st meeting.
Yours in patriotism,
Pat Niemann
_____________________________________________________

January’s Meeting
The Clearwater Chapter of the Florida Society SAR held its Regularly
Scheduled Meeting on Wednesday, January 17, 2019 at the Dunedin
Golf Club beginning at 12:00 p.m., President Pat Niemann presided.
There were 46 members and guests in attendance.
The President called the meeting to order, The Invocation was given by
Chaplain George Youstra. The Color Guard led by Compatriot Jim
Gibson then presented the colors.
Ray Furnish led members in reciting the Pledge to the Flag of the
United States of America followed by Harry Fuller who led the Pledge
to the SAR. Bob Cundiff then led the group in the singing of “God Bless
America”.

John Sagert with SAR flag.

r-l George Pratt, Charles Wetherbee, Dan Hooper, Jim Gibson

l-r Jim Gibson, Dan Hooper, Jim Phillips, Charles Wetherbee

l-r Jim Gibson, Dan Hooper, Charles Wetherbee, Jim Phillips with drum.

President Pat Niemann then introduced the Head Table, after which he
introduced Past Chapter Presidents, and current Officers, members of
the Ladies Auxiliary, members of the DAR, visiting SAR members,
prospective members, and guests. He noted that West Central
Regional Vice President Charles Butler was present for the second
month in a row. He also introduced the members of the Color Guard.

President Niemann recessed the meeting for lunch.
Immediately after lunch President Niemann told the members about
the restarting of the life membership program and what it entailed.
He encouraged everyone to consider joining the program. Copies of
Appendix 1 to our by-laws setting forth the terms of life membership
were available at the front table.
President Niemann also discussed the USS Stark program which comes
to a close for last year on December 31, 2017. He requested that
members provide the number of volunteer hours, OAS, outings, special
observances, grave marking, etc., plus gifts and publications donated in
2017 to Jim Gibson prior to the end of the month so he can compile the
report.
President Niemann then brought up and discussed the Eagle Scout
program where we give certificates to all Eagle Scouts in our Chapter
area. The Regional Boy Scout Council sometimes fails to notify of us of
the Eagle Scout Court of Honors. If anyone knows of an Eagle Scout
please get in touch with Pat Niemann or Jim Phillips.
Pat then advised we had one piece of business that needed to taken
care of, which was appointing current members to be signatories on the
Chapter Bank Account. Dan Hooper made the motion that Russell
Pebworth (current Treasurer), Lawrence R. Patterson (the current
Secretary) and Robert Cundiff (immediate past President) be the
signers on the account. The motion was seconded by Compatriot John
Sargent, and unanimously approved by the members present at the
meeting.
President Niemann advised that our speaker Lisl Schick, the Executive
Director of the Florida Holocaust Museum, was not present and he had

not heard from her, though he had talked to her last week. He hoped
she was well and was going to check on her. In the meantime, our West
Central Regional Vice President and Compatriot Charles Butler,
graciously agreed to speak to us. President Pat Niemann introduced
Compatriot Butler who is the Chairman of the FLSSAR Strategic
Planning Committee.

Compatriot Butler as Chairman of the State Strategic Planning
Committee stated that FLSSAR had noticed that some Compatriots
were not seeing what they wanted out of the SAR experience. That
the Committee was set up to assess where we were, where we are
today and where we want to go. He noted that as IRC 501 (3) (c) nonprofit organization we needed to have a purpose, and suggested we
needed what in business school is known as a Maslow Level 5 Self
Actualization, where we have or need to have performed a long and
lasting service to society.

He noted that we as SAR Compatriots have a responsibility to be
patriotic and as a SAR member a greater responsibility, as a remnant
of George Washington’s army. As such the Strategic Planning
Committee is making recommendations that include the following:
 To expand the role of regional vice presidents to provide more
service to Chapters and to integrate the State and Chapters
actions.
 Inventorying and defining skills of individual members so that we
may make better use of their experience and expertise, establish
a brain trust so to speak.
 Expand our outreach, why do we exist, how we become
transcendental, surpassing, extending or lying beyond the limits
of ordinary experience.
 Reimbursement of SAR Sr. Officers and Vice Presidents
members for the fees, costs and expenses involved with carrying
out their duties.
 Create plans to develop financial donors large and small, which in
part entails showing the good SAR does and can do in society.

President Niemann thanked Compatriot Butler for filling in and giving
us the update on the actions of the Strategic Planning Committee.
Next came the 50/50 drawing which was won by Compatriot Allan
Hammell, we had a secondary drawing for a plant donated by the Ladies
Auxiliary which was won by Compatriot Jim Grayshaw.
Following the Benediction by Chaplain George Youstra and the reciting
of the SAR Recessional led by President Niemann, the meeting was
adjourned.
Submitted by Larry Patterson, Secretary
**********************************************************

Photographs from the Luncheon
By John Sagert
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Links & Resources:
https://www.sar.org/
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/

Clearwater Chapter President COL Pat Niemann, U.S. Army- retired,
presented the Sons of the American Revolution Bronze Good Citizenship
Medal to Petty Officer Jacob Borgia. P.O. Borgia is a member of the U.S.
Naval Sea Cadet Corps, Suncoast Squadron, Clearwater. The squadron’s
annual awards ceremony was held on January 14, 2018 at the Clearwater
Garden Club.

----------------------------------------

Please bring calendars, magazines, and books
(for both men and women), to the next
meeting. Lew Harris will take them to the Bay
Pines Hospital for our Veterans.
************************************************************

February Birthdays
Larry
Chuck
Kenneth W.
John

Hosmer
Kerr
Helm
Garrity

February 2
February 2
February 3
February 7

Robert S.
Charles
Ronald L.
Samuel

Cundiff
Allen
Steiger
Phillips

February 8
February 7
February 12
February 14

Danny R.
Russell

Hooper
Pebworth

February 21
February 26

Our next meeting
Luncheon Meeting
Wednesday, February 21, 2018
Where: Dunedin Golf Club, 1050 Palm Blvd, Dunedin, FL 34698
Time: 11:30 A.M.
Menu: Chef’ Salad, Chicken Crepes, Fruit Cup Berry, Veggies,
Cherry Pie; Accompaniments: Rolls and Butter/ Iced Tea/coffeeRegular and Decaf/ hot tea
Note: If you have any dietary restrictions or questions be sure to
mention them when you make your reservation
Cost: $20.00
Program: Speaker Bob Yarnell, Past President Tampa Chapter SAR,
“How Historical Sites Speak to Us”
RSVP by February 18 by calling Lewis Harris at 727-784-4297 or
email at Lharris4@tampabay.rr.com

Wisdom of our Founders

Sad will be the day when the American people forget their
traditions and their history, and no longer remember that the
country they love, the institutions they cherish, and the
freedom they hope to preserve, were born from the throes of
armed resistance to tyranny, and nursed in the rugged arms of
fearless men.
Roger Sherman

New Members since January 2018
Approved and have certificates for but not Inducted:
Robert Abresch
Leslie Bartholf
Harold Lampert III
Harold Lampert IV
David Nugent

New Books about the American Revolution



Print Length: 464 pages



Publisher: Ballantine Books (May 30, 2017)



Publication Date: May 30, 2017



Sold by: Random House LLC

Ben Franklin is the most lovable of America’s founding fathers. His wit, his
charm, his inventiveness—even his grandfatherly appearance—are
legendary. But this image obscures the scandals that dogged him
throughout his life. In The Loyal Son, award-winning historian Daniel Mark

Epstein throws the spotlight on one of the more enigmatic aspects of
Franklin’s biography: his complex and confounding relationship with his
illegitimate son William.
When he was twenty-four, Franklin fathered a child with a woman who was
not his wife. He adopted the boy, raised him, and educated him to be his
aide. Ben and William became inseparable. After the famous kite-in-athunderstorm experiment, it was William who proved that the electrical
charge in a lightning bolt travels from the ground up, not from the clouds
down. On a diplomatic mission to London, it was William who charmed
London society. He was invited to walk in the procession of the coronation
of George III; Ben was not.
The outbreak of the American Revolution caused a devastating split
between father and son. By then, William was royal governor of New
Jersey, while Ben was one of the foremost champions of American
independence. In 1776, the Continental Congress imprisoned William for
treason. George Washington made efforts to win William’s release, while
his father, to the world’s astonishment, appeared to have abandoned him to
his fate.
A fresh take on the combustible politics of the age of independence, The
Loyal Son is a gripping account of how the agony of the American
Revolution devastated one of America’s most distinguished families. Like
Nathaniel Philbrick and David McCullough, Epstein is a storyteller first and
foremost, a historian who weaves together fascinating incidents discovered
in long-neglected documents to draw us into the private world of the men
and women who made America.



Print Length: 511 pages



Publisher: Penguin Press (October 24, 2017)

A New York Times Book Review Notable Book of 2017
From the great historian of the American Revolution, New York Timesbestselling and Pulitzer-winning Gordon Wood, comes a majestic dual
biography of two of America's most enduringly fascinating figures,
whose partnership helped birth a nation, and whose subsequent
falling out did much to fix its course.
Thomas Jefferson and John Adams could scarcely have come from more
different worlds, or been more different in temperament. Jefferson, the
optimist with enough faith in the innate goodness of his fellow man to be

democracy's champion, was an aristocratic Southern slave owner, while
Adams, the overachiever from New England's rising middling classes,
painfully aware he was no aristocrat, was a skeptic about popular rule and
a defender of a more elitist view of government. They worked closely in the
crucible of revolution, crafting the Declaration of Independence and
leading, with Franklin, the diplomatic effort that brought France into the
fight. But ultimately, their profound differences would lead to a fundamental
crisis, in their friendship and in the nation writ large, as they became the
figureheads of two entirely new forces, the first American political parties. It
was a bitter breach, lasting through the presidential administrations of both
men, and beyond.
But late in life, something remarkable happened: these two men were
nudged into reconciliation. What started as a grudging trickle of
correspondence became a great flood, and a friendship was rekindled, over
the course of hundreds of letters. In their final years they were the last
surviving founding fathers and cherished their role in this mighty young
republic as it approached the half century mark in 1826. At last, on the
afternoon of July 4th, 50 years to the day after the signing of the
Declaration, Adams let out a sigh and said, "At least Jefferson still lives."
He died soon thereafter. In fact, a few hours earlier on that same day, far to
the south in his home in Monticello, Jefferson died as well.
Arguably no relationship in this country's history carries as much freight as
that of John Adams of Massachusetts and Thomas Jefferson of Virginia.
Gordon Wood has more than done justice to these entwined lives and their
meaning; he has written a magnificent new addition to America's collective
story.



Hardcover: 264 pages



Publisher: Cornell University Press; 1 edition (April 12, 2016)

Was there a conservative Enlightenment? Could a self-proclaimed man
of learning and progressive science also have been an agent of
monarchy and reaction? Cadwallader Colden (1688–1776), an educated
Scottish emigrant and powerful colonial politician, was at the forefront
of American intellectual culture in the mid-eighteenth century. While
living in rural New York, he recruited family, friends, servants, and
slaves into multiple scientific ventures and built a transatlantic
network of contacts and correspondents that included Benjamin

Franklin and Carl Linnaeus. Over several decades, Colden pioneered
colonial botany, produced new theories of animal and human physiology,
authored an influential history of the Iroquois, and developed bold new
principles of physics and an engaging explanation of the cause of
gravity.

The Enlightenment of Cadwallader Colden traces the life and ideas of

this fascinating and controversial "gentleman-scholar." John M. Dixon's
lively and accessible account explores the overlapping ideological,
social, and political worlds of this earliest of New York intellectuals.
Colden and other learned colonials used intellectual practices to assert
their gentility and establish their social and political superiority, but
their elitist claims to cultural authority remained flimsy and open to
widespread local derision. Although Colden, who governed New York as
an unpopular Crown loyalist during the imperial crises of the 1760s and
1770s, was brutally lampooned by the New York press, his scientific
work, which was published in Europe, raised the international profile of
American intellectualism.

_______________________________________________

 Be sure to visit our Facebook
page - Sons of the American
Revolution - Clearwater Chapter

Revolutionary War Trivia
George Washington was a noted horseman of his time, an exceptional
rider with a rich appreciation of the horses who graced his life and
served him.
During the American Revolutionary War, there were two horses
prominently connected to him. One was Blueskin, a dashing stallion “of a
dark iron-gray color, approaching to blue”; the other a horse called
Nelson, a horse of a different color.
Mary V. Thompson, Research Historian for the Mount Vernon Estate
and Gardens, writes:
Of the many horses that Washington owned, one of his favorites was a
horse he called “Nelson,” who is said to have “carried the General
almost always during the war [American Revolution].” Described as a
“splendid charger,” the animal stood sixteen hands high, and was a light
sorrel or chestnut (reddish-brown) in color, with white face and legs.
The horse who would become known as Nelson was born around 1763
and would have been a mature fifteen years old by the time he and
George Washington met. In 1778, Thomas Nelson of Virginia, learned
that Washington was having trouble finding a replacement for a horse
he had been riding. As a result, Nelson sent the horse to General
Washington in New York as a gift. Washington, in turn, then named the
horse for his generous friend.

One contemporary explained that Washington preferred to ride Nelson
during the war over his other horse, Blueskin, because Nelson was less
skittish during cannon fire and the startling sounds of battle. In
addition, Washington chose to ride Nelson on the day the British army
under the direction of Lord Cornwallis surrendered at Yorktown,
Virginia in 1781.
Both horses served Washington well during the 8-1/2 years of the
American Revolutionary War. Nelson and Blueskin survived intact and
were retired to Washington’s stables.

Washington on Nelson at Yorktown, painting by John Ward Dunsmore

Washington on Blueskin
**************************************************************************

Events in the War of the American Revolution
1763
10 February: Treaty of Paris, ending the Seven Years’ War was signed in
which France ceded mainland North American possessions east of the
Mississippi River, and Spain ceded Florida, to Great Britain. France and
Spain, smarting in defeat, were to find their opportunity for revenge in
the American Revolution. Coincidentally with the signing of the treaty,

the British Government proposed to maintain 15 regiments in America
and to collect at least part of the cost of maintaining them from the
colonies, thus laying the basis for the agitation and debate over the
constitutional issues that was to eventually lead the 13 costal colonies
from New England to Georgia to armed rebellion.
1775
26 February: British troops went by sea via Marblehead to destroy
ordnance gathered by patriots at Salem, Massachusetts. Tense
confrontation developed with Salem militia, and first, though slight,
bloodshed occurred between British troops and militia- prelude to
Lexington and Concord.
1776
27 February: Congress resolved to establish separate Middle and
Southern Departments of Continental Army, former including New York
through Maryland and latter Virginia, the Carolinas, and Georgia.
27 February: Loyalists force of 1,400 including 1,000 Scotch
Highlanders, advancing toward Wilmington in hope of joining up with
British Army force under Clinton was ambushed at Moore’s Creek
Bridge, North Carolina, about 15 miles north of Wilmington, and then
caught between patriot forces in front and rear. In the fight at the
bridge, loyalists lost 50-70, patriots 2; but afterward more than 850
loyalists were taken prisoner.
1777
7-9 February: After patriots seized Georgia, many loyalists fled to St.
Augustine in British East Florida. Expedition including Continental

troops under General Robert Howe mounted against them in August
1776 failed, and remnant of patriots were overwhelmed on these dates
at Fort McIntosh in present Camden County, Georgia, bordering Florida.
1778
6 February: Representatives of France and the United States signed
treaties of alliance and of amity and commerce.
14 February: Stars and Stripes was first seen and saluted in European
waters at Quiberon, France.
23 February: Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben arrived at Valley Forge
where he instituted a training program that transformed Washington’s
army into a much more effective fighting force.
26 February: Congress requested states to institute drafts from their
militia for nine months Continental service in order to fill their
respective regiments. First national draft in American history.
1779
3 February: British force of 200 was defeated by patriot body of 300
under General William Moultrie at Beaufort on Port Royal Island, South
Carolina. Americans lost 30 in killed and wounded, British many more
but the number is unknown.
14 February: Group of 700 Carolina loyalists marching to join British and
loyalists victors in Georgia, after crossing into Georgia was attacked and
defeated at Kettle Creek by 350 patriots under Col. Andrew Pickens.

Patriots lost 32 in killed and wounded, loyalists 110, and loyalist
movement in Carolinas suffered serious setback.
18 February: Congress established Department of Inspector General, to
be commanded by a major general. Steuben served as first head of this
department.
24 February: George Rogers Clark led expedition overland from
Kaskaskia, Illinois, and captured Vincennes, Indiana, and its British
garrison of 80.
25 February: Congress authorized enlistments of corps of five
companies of rangers to protect frontier settlements of Pennsylvania.
26 February: Royal Governor William Tyron of New York led raid from
Kings Bridge, New York, eastward, and his 600 troops easily
overwhelmed General Israel Putnam and 150 militiamen at Horseneck
Landing (West Greenwich), Connecticut, which they then plundered
with slight loss.
1780
3 February: British force of 500 from Manhattan attacked patriot body
of 450 at Young’s House (Mt. Pleasant), New York, and after sharp
action forced patriots to retreat. Latter lost 51 killed and wounded, 74
captured; British 23 killed and wounded.
10-11 February: After a detour to Savannah for repairs and
reorganization, Sir Henry Clinton’s southern expedition landed on

Simmons Island and began slow but steady movement toward
Charleston, South Carolina.
25 February: Congress, because of lack of financial resources, resolved
to call upon states for specific supplies to support the Army and
established quotas for each state for the coming campaign.
26 February: Russia issued proclamation of Armed Neutrality containing
principles for protection of natural commerce in wartime, which helped
to align European continental nations against Great Britain and led to
involvement of the Netherlands as a combatant.
1781
1 February: Pursuing Morgan after Cowpens, Cornwallis’ army of 3,000
first moved to Ramsour’s Mills, then eastward to cross Catawba River
northwest of Charlotte, North Carolina. With some loss main British
body forced crossing at Cowen’s Ford, then Tarleton pursuing militia
defenders finished dispersing them at Tarrant’s tavern (near modern
Mooresville), North Carolina.
1 February: British under Maj. James Craig occupied Wilmington, North
Carolina.
3 February: In West Indies, British captured Dutch island of St Eustatius,
which had been prime way station for contraband trade between
Europe and American patriots since early in the war. Though French
recaptured the island on 25 November 1781, it never regained its
earlier prominence.

7 February: Congress replaced Board of War with Department of war
under a single Secretary of war, but appointed no one immediately to
fill the position.
12 February: Spanish expedition from St. Louis captured British post at
Fort St. Joseph, Michigan, although holding it only for one day before
withdrawing.
14 February: Greene, having joined Morgan, escaped from Cornwallis’
pursing army into Virginia across lower Dan River crossings, leaving
British temporarily in possession of Carolinas but far out of touch with
their supply bases.
20 February: Robert Morris appointed Superintendent of Finance by
Congress. In this position he became de facto principal supply officer of
the Army and by various means managed to provide sinews for the
Yorktown campaign.
25 February: Re-crossing Dan into North Carolina, Lt. Col. Henry Lee’s
Continental Legion and local militia caught 400 loyalists militia in trap at
Haw River, North Carolina, killing 100 or more of them and dispersing
the rest, thereby thoroughly discouraging loyalist support of Cornwallis.
1782
27 February: British House of Commons, after receiving news of
surrender at Yorktown, urged King George III to end war with America.

1783
4 February: Great Britain proclaimed cessation of hostilities with United
States.
15 February: Portugal recognized American independence.

Here are the next two missions for Honor Flight

Mission 33: Orientation is Saturday, April 21, 2018 Empath
Health / Suncoast Hospice Flight Day is Tuesday, April 24,
2018 – St. Pete/Clearwater Airport
Mission 34: Orientation is Saturday, June 2, 2018 – Empath
Health/Suncoast Hospice Flight Day is Tuesday, June 5, 2018 St.
Pete/Clearwater Airport

Honor Flight website
http://honorflightwcf.org/

2018 Meeting Schedule
Clearwater Chapter, SAR

Board of Governors Meeting
Meeting
10 a.m.

Membership

19 February (C)
19 March (C)
16 April (C)
14 May (C)

21 February
21 March
18 April
16 May

17 September (C)
15 October(C)
12 November (C)
17 December (C)

18 September
17 October
14 November
19 December

11:30 a.m.

(C) Countryside Library
Membership Luncheon are at Dunedin Country Club until
further notice.

*************************************************

Our DAR Partners
Members of the Clearwater Chapter SAR attended the
Caladesi Chapter DAR meeting on January 20, 2018.

The Sons of the American Revolution is a historical, educational and patriotic non-profit, United States 501
(c) 3 corporation that seeks to maintain and extend (1) the institution of American freedom, (2) an
appreciation for true patriotism, (3) a respect for our national symbols, (4) the value of American
citizenship, and (5) the unifying force of e pluribus unam that has created, from the people of many
nations, one nation, and one people.
We do this by perpetuating the stories of patriotism, courage, sacrifice, tragedy, and triumph of the men
who achieved the independence of the American people in the belief that these stories are universal ones
of man’s eternal struggle against tyranny, relevant to all time, and will inspire and strengthen each
succeeding generation as it too is called upon to defend our freedom on the battlefield and in our public
institutions.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

